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turning tneir wnoie strengcn upon tne rs'etnerianas ana 
Italy, chiefly on the Netherlands, leave Friedrich, much to his 
astonishment, with the German War hanging wholly round 
Ms neck, and take no charge of it farther ! In which, to 
Friedrich’s Biographers, there is this inestimable benefit, if far 
the reverse to Friedrich’s self ; That we shall soon have done 
with the French, then ; with them and with so much else ; 
and may, in time coming, for most part, leave their huge 
Sorcerer’s Sabbath of a European War to dance itself out, 
well in the distance, not encumbering us farther, like a cir- 
cumambient Bedlam, as it has hitherto done. Courage, 
reader ! Let us give, in a glance or two, some notion of 
the course things took, and what moment it was when 
Friedrich struck -in ; — whom alone, or almost alone, we 
hope to follow thenceforth ; ‘ Dismal Swamp ’ (so gracious 
was Heaven to us) lying now mostly to rearward, little as 
we hoped it ! 

It was mere accident, a sei'ies of bad accidents, that led 
King Louis and his Ministers into gradually forsaking Fried- 
rich. They were the farthest in the world from intending 
such a thing. Contrariwise, what brain-beating, diplomatic 
spider-weaving, practical contidving, now and afterwards, for 
that object ; especially now ! Rothenburg, Noailles, Belleisle, 
Cardinal Tencin, have been busy ; not less the mistress 
Chateauroux, who admires Finedrich, being indeed a high- 
minded unfortunate-female, as they say ; and has thrown out 
Amelot, not for stammering alone. They are able, almost 
high people, this new Chateauroux Ministry, compared with 
some ; and already show results. 

Nay, what is most important of all, France has (uncon- 
sciously, or by mere help of Noailles and luck) got a real 
General to her Armies : Comte de Saxe, now Marechal de 
Saxe ; who will shine very splendent in these Netherland 
operations, — counter-shone by mere Wades, D’Ahrembergs, 
Cumberlands, — in this and the Four following Years. Noailles 
had always recognised Comte de Saxe ; had long striven foi 



him, in Official quarters ; and hei'e gets the light of him 
unveiled at last, and set on a high place : loyal Noailles. 

This was the Year, this 1744, when Louis xv., urged by 
his Chateauroux, the high-souled unfortunate-female, appeared 
in person at the head of his troops : ‘ Go, Sire, go, mon Clwu 
(and I will accompany) ; show yourself where a King should 
be, at the head of your troops ; be a second Louis-le-Grand ! ’ 
Which he did, his Chateauroux and he ; actually went to the 
Netherlands, with baggage-train immeasurable, including not 
cooks only, but play-actors with their thunder-barrels (off 
from Paris, May 3d), to the admiration of the Universe.^ 
Took the command, nominal-command, first days of June ; 
and captured in no-time Menin, Ipres, Fumes, and the Fort 
of Knock, and as much of the Austrian Netherlands as he 
liked, — that is to say, saw Noailles and Saxe do it ; — walking 
rapidly forward from Siege to Siege, with a most thundering 
artillery ; old Marshal Wade and consorts dismally eating 
tlieir victuals, and looking-on from the distance, unable to 
attempt the least stroke in opposition. So that the Dutch 
Barrier, if anybody now cared for it, did go all flat ; and 
the Balance of Power gets kicked out of its sacred pivot . to 
such purpose have the Dutch been hoisted ! Terrible to think 
of ; — had not there, from the opposite quai'ter, risen a surpris- 
ing counterpoise ; had not there been a Prince Karl, with his 
70,000, pressing victoriously over the Rhine; which stayed 
the French in these sacrilegious procedures. 


Prince Karl gets across the Rhine (20th June — 2d July 1744) 

Prince Karl, some weeks ago, at Heilbronn, joined his 
Rhine Army, which had gathei’ed thither from the Austrian 
side, through Baiern, and from the Hither -Austrian or 
Swabian Winter-quarters ; with full intent to be across the 
Rhine, and home upon Elsass and the Compensation Countries, 
this Summer, under what difficulties soever. Karl, or as some 
* Adelung, iv. I 13 ; Barbier, ii. 391 , 394 ; Dulauie, Hist, tie Paris; etc. 
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CHAP. I.] PRELIMINARY 5 

July-Aug. 17+t] 

of such a thing. Fresh force floods-in. Prince Karl himself arrives next 
day, in support of Barenklau ; Coigny (head-quarters at Speyer, forty 
miles south) need not attempt dislodging him ; but must stand upon his 
guard, and prepare for worse. Which he does with diligence ; shifting 
northward into those Stockstadt-Mainz parts ; calling Seckendorf across 
the River, and otherwise doing his best, — for .about ten days more, when 
worse, and almost worse, did verily befall him. 

‘No attempt was made on Barenklau; nor, beyond the alarming of 
the Coigny-Seckendorf people, did anything occur in Cowhead Island, — 
unless it were the finis of an ugly bully and ruffian, who has more than 
once afflicted us ; which may be worth one word. Colonel Mentzel ’ 
(copperfaced Colonel, originally Playactor, ‘ Spy in Persia,’ and I know 
not whiit) ‘had been at the seizure of Kuhkopf; a prominent man. 
Whom, on the fifth day after (“June 26th"), Prince Karl overwhelmed 
with joy, by handing him a Patent of Generalcy ; “Just received from 
Court, my Friend, on account of your merits old and late.” — “Aha,” 
said Barenklau, congratulating warmly: “Dine with me, then, Herr 
General Mentzel, this very day. The Prince himself is to be there. 
Highness of Hessen-Darmstadt, and who not ; all are impatient to drink 
your health!” Mentzel had a glorious dinner; still more glorious 
drink, — Prince Karl and the others, it is said, egging him into much 
wild bluster and gasconade, to season their much wine. Eminent swill 
of drinking, with the loud coarse talk supposable, on the part of Mentzel 
and consorts did go on, in this manner, all afternoon : in the evening, 
drunk Mentzel came out for air ; went strutting and staggering about ; 
emerging finally on the platform of some r.ampart, face of him huge and 
red as that of the foggiest rising Moon ; — and stood, looking over into 
the Lorraine Country ; belching-out a storm of oaths, as to his taking it, 
as to his doing this and that ; and was even flourishing his sword by way 
of accompaniment ; when, lo, whistling slightly through the summer 
air, a rifle-ball from some sentry on the French side (writers say it was a 
French drummer, grown impatient, and snatching a sentry's piece) took 
the brain of him, or the belly of him j and he rushed-down at once, a 
totally collapsed monster, and mere heap of dead ruin, never to trouble 
mankind more.’ * For which my readers and I are rather thankful. 
Voltaire, and perhaps other memorable persons, sometimes mention this 
brute (miraculous to the Plebs and Gazetteers) ; otherwise eternal oblivion 
were the best we could do with him. Trenck also, readers will be glad 
to understand, ends in jail and bedlam by and by. 

‘ Prince Karl had not the least intention of crossing by this Cowhead 
Island. Nevertheless he set about two other Bridges in the neighbour- 


' Guerre de Bohkme, iii. 165. 
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hood, nearer Mainz (few miles below that City) ; kept manoeuvring nis 
Force, in huge half-moon, round that quarter, and mysteriously up and 
down ; alarming Coigny wholly into the Mainz region. For the space 
of ten days ; and then, stealing-ofF to Schrock, a little Rhine Village 
above Philipsburg, many miles away from Coigny and his vigil- 
ances, he 

‘ Niff/it of 30 th June — 1 st July, Suddenly shot Pandour Trenck, followed 
byNadasti and 0,000, across at Schrock; who scattered Seckendorfs poor 
outposts thereabouts to the winds ; " built a bridge before morning, and 
next day another.” Next day Prince Karl in person appeared ; and on 
the 3d of July, had his whole Army with its luggages across; and had 
seized the Lines of Lauterl)urg and Weissenburg (celebrated northern 
defence of Elaass), — much to Coigny 's amazement ; and remained inex- 
pugnable there, with Elsass open to him, and to Coigny shut for the 
present !* Coigny made bitter wail, accusation, blame of Seckendorf, 
blame of men and of things ; even tried some fighting, Seckendorf too 
doing feats to recover those Lines of Weissenburg ; but could not do it. 
And, in fact, blazing to and fro in that excited rather than luminous 
condition, could not do anything; except retire into the strong 
posts of the background ; and send express on express, swifter than 
the wind if you can, to a victorious King overturning the Dutch 
Barrier: “Help, your Majesty, or we ai-e lost; and France is — what 
shall I say ’ 

‘ Admirable feat of Strategy ! What a General, this 
Prince Karl ! ’ exclaimed mankind, — Cause-of-Liberty man- 
kind with special enthusiasm ; and took to writing Lives of 
Prince Karl,® as well as tar-buming and te-deum-iwg on an 
extensive scale. For it had sent the Cause of Liberty bound- 
ing up again to the top of things, this of crossing the Rhine, 
in such fashion. And, in effect, the Cause of Liberty, and 
Prince Karl himself, had risen hereby to their acme or cul- 
minating point in World-History; not to continue long at 
such height, little as they dreamt of that, among their tar- 
burnings. The feat itself, — contrived by Nadasti, people say, 
and executed (what was the real difficulty) by Traun, — brought 

' Adelung, iv. 139-141. 

’ For instauce. The Lift of his Highness Prince Charles of etc., with etc, etc, 
(London 1746); one of the most distracted Blotches ever published under the 
name of Book ; — awakening thoughts of a public dimness very considerable 

f rt whi/'Vt tVll« nffiow ttcsoTrae 1«vvan I 
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Prince Karl very great renown, this Year ; and is praised 
by Friedrich himself, now and afterwards, as masterly, as 
Julius Cmsar’s method, and the proper way of crossing rivers 
(when executable) in face of an enemy. And indeed Prince 
Karl, owing to Traun or not, is highly respectable in the way 
of Generalship at present ; and did in these Five Months, 
from June onward, really considerable things. At his® very 
acme of Life, as well as of Generalship ; which alas, soon 
changed, poor man ; never to culminate again. He had got, 
at the beginning of the Year, the high Maria Theresa’s one 
Sister, Archduchess Maria Anna, to Wife ; ^ the crown of long 
mutual attachment ; she safe now at Brussels, diligent Co- 
Regent, and in a promising family-way ; he here walking-on 
victorious : — need any man be happier ? No man can be 
supremely happy long ; and this General’s strategic felicity 
and his domestic were fatally cut-down almost together. The 
Cause of Liberty, too, now at the top of its orbit, was — But 
let us stick by our Excerpting : 

‘Dunkirk, l^th July 1744’ (Princess Ulrkiue’s Wedding, just two days 
ago). ‘ King Louis, on hearing of the Job’s-news from EJsass, instantly 
suspended his Conquests in Flanders ; detaclied Noailles, detached this 
one and that, double-quick, Division after Division (leaving Saxe, with 
46,000, to his own resources, and tlie fatuities of Marshal Wade) ; and, 
19th July, himself hastens off from Dunkirk (leaving much of the 
luggage, but not the Chdteauroux behind him), to save his Country, 
poor soul. Uut could not, in the least, save it ; the reverse rather. 
August 4th, he got to Metz, Belleislo's strong Town, about 100 miles 
from the actual scene; his detaclied reinforcements, say 60,000 men or 
so, hanging out ahead like flame-clouds, hut uncertain how to act ; — 
Noailles being always cunctatious in time of crisis, and poor Louis 
himself nothing of a Cloud-Compeller; — and then, 

‘ Metz, August 6th, The Most Christian King fell ill ; dangerously, 
dreadfully, just like to die. Which entirely paralysed Noailles and 
Company, or reduced them to mere hysterics, and excitement of the 
unluminous kind. And filled France in general, Paris in particular. 


* Age then twenty-five gone : ‘born 14th September 1718 ; married to Prince 
Karl 7th January 1744 ; died, of childbirth, i6th December sameyear ' (Hormayr, 
CEsierreichischer Plutarch, iv. ersles Biindchen, 54). 
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with terrorj lamentation, prayers of forty-hours ; and such a paroxysm 
of hero-worship as was never seen for such an object before.’ ' 

For the Cause of Liberty here, we consider, was the cul- 
minating moment ; Elsass, Lorraine and the Three Bishoprics 
lying in their quasi-moribund condition ; Austrian claims of 
Compensation ceasing to be visions of the heated brain, and 
gaining some footing on the Earth as facts. Prince Karl is 
here actually in Elsass, master of the strong passes ; elate in 
heart, he and his ; France, again, as if fallen paralytic, into 
temporary distraction ; offering for resistance nothing hitherto 
but that universal wailing of mankind, Hero-worship of a 
thrice-lamentable nature, and the Prayers of Forty-Hours ! 
Most Christian Majesty, now in extremis, centre of the basest 
hubbub that ever was, is 'dismissing Chateauroux. Noailles, 
Coigny and Company hang well hack upon the Hill regions, 
and strong posts which are not yet menaced ; or fly vaguely, 
more or less distractedly, hither and thitlicr ; not in tlie least 
like fighting Karl, much less like heating him. Karl has 
Germany free at his back (nay, it is a German population 
round him here) ; neither haversack nor cartridge-box like to 
fail ; before him are only a Noailles and consorts, flying 
vaguely about ; — and there is in Kai’I, or under the same cloak 
with him at present, a talent of manoeuvring men, which even 
Friedrich finds masterly. If old Marshal Wade, at the other 
end of the line, should chance to awaken and press home on 
Saxe, and his remnant of Fi’ench, with right vigour ? In fact, 
there was not, that I can see, for centuries past, not even at 
the Siege of Lille in Marlborough’s time, a more imminent 
peril for France. 


Friedrich decides to intervene 

King Fvieolrich, on hearing of these Rhenish emergencies 
and of King Louis’s heroic advance to the rescue, perceived 
that for himself too the moment was come ; and hastened to 


' Espagnac, ii. 12 ; Adelung, iv. 180 ; 1 -aslss de Louis XV., ii. 423 ; etc. etc. 


iiiritnn limtic’ 'Hint tlnaigh thi* U'rum of (heir Urn gain 

Wftr mit Vft finmiU'Utl, Sttwirn, Uibiitt rtiut ollu-r jHiitils 
lu-ing sliU in w. jH’iuU'iit «>tulilion, ho, Fritnlrioh, vsill\ ivu oyo 
to svim*** «f their Joint AtlvonUirt', nntl to Ihi* imli'^itenMihilily 
of joint ($rlion, onergyi fttnl the top of oiif's spotnl now or 
never, -woulil, by the fiinhlle of thi*» wiiiu* Aiigiitl, In; on 
the fielil with lOthOOO iiteii. 'An inuution of liuheuiin, will 
not Umt tatnnish IViiuT Karl; ninl liring iiiin to hii Uhine- 
Hritlge* ngrtii! f Over which, if your Mtisl (’hri-Jiiui .Miiji'stv 
l«' netive, he will not get, eM-ept in n. hull' or wholly ruined 
»lnte. ImiIIow him eluse ; •rtunl the ri">t of your forre to 
Ihreiiteu Uniuuer : nit well on the ikirli of I’rini-e Kiirl. 
Him he luiitiei hooii-wniil, ruined or ludf ruined, luin, or 
whfttevcr Aieitiiiui will light, I ilu lov he-.t to lient. W'e uinv 
loivr Ihdieiiiitt, niul n iM-itteit Atedrio, Ihii very Autiinui : we, 

nod, iu one (‘niiipnigu, there is I'eme reudy for us ! ’ 'I'Iuh 
is hi leitrivh’s *ehente of netioii ; mu rrM eel tain, thinks he, if 
imlv their U' rnngv, mtivity, on vmir side, ns there slmll he 
on tnitie ; (uid hns •M-nt (’011111 Hehmettnii, filled with fiery 
sjiml ittid detrriiiiimtioii, to keep llie hreiieh foil of the like, 
niid I'oneeit niutuni ojx-iAtioiis. 

' MngleUiiliioon ! ' rXt hulil Niwillles (Uiii llie pnl'rdvseii 
1‘mnh Cteidleiiieii (King Irfoiis, 1 think, now post speeeli, for 
Nihioetlwu oidv esiitie August tlllij : 'Must sotdiiue helin\tu\ir, 
on his I'tussinii Mrtiesli's p»ul'' own they. Ami truly it is 

« tine timtifiii indilfeteiu e (h\ no ntentis so eoiomoii ns it 
ohonhi l«'l to nil iiiteirsls, lu idl lonsidernt ions, hut find of 
« Joint I'hitrrpiiw one hna rngngi-d in. And truly, further 
more, It wttJi iuiinrdinte Mhatinn to the pnrnlvwd I'Veiieh 
tirntirmen, in that tiltirining crisis ; thmigh they did mil 
moth letoguise it ttf!‘ tw inU n.s sin h niid iiideeil were eon* 
iipiriion»U fiugetful of nil jmits of it, when their own slniiger 
Whs over. 

Mnnw 'I'lierrsii's fi-«-lniga nun Iw lomiiveil; Oeorge h.'h 
feelings; nnd wh«t the ( ‘n'lsi- of I.dtritv ni geliernl felt, luul 
foriiiiislv said niid iii(iiplf»!ne«i, when, smitlenlv mi n /Vim rx 
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nmclitnA, or Sujjcnml Geuio in llii' Miunr 'fiu- div-., Frici 
slept in. I’nrist'Iy in this su|tivmc crisis, Tth Auj'usl I 
I'Vieil rich’s Minister. (!mf von Dohiut, iit \ ii'iiim, Iww j 
notice of the I'Vniikrnrt (hiion, ami solemn Engage 
enter«! into: ‘ Ohligwl in lionnur ami conscience; wil: 
must now step forth to riglit an injnretl Kaiser ; cannot i 
llu'.se high procetlures against an Imjierial .Maji-sly chosi 
all the Princes of the Reich, this nnheani of jirolest Ihii 
Kaiser is no Kaiser, as if all Gertnany weir hot Aiislrir 
the (vlnwn of lliingary’s. I’rnssian Majesty has not the 
(|muTel of his own with the l,)neen of linngnrv, staiuis 
ami will .slaml, hy the Treaty of Herlin ami Hreslan ; 
with certain oilier German Princes, has (iom- what all (»i 
Princes ami peoples not Auslri.iii are Imnntl to ilu, on 
of llieir clown IriKlden Kaiser, foi'meci a I'nimi of Eran 
and will, with anmsl hand if imlispeiisuhle, emleavonr 
right done in lliat nialter.' ' 

'Phis i.s the aHloiiishing fact for the t‘,insr of I.iheity 
no clanUHir and execration will avuil ansihing. 'I'liis 
prompt, too; dcM-s not linger in getting mil his sword 
lie hies talked of it. Prince Kail's tl[H-talion i« likel; 
inaiTcd amazingly. If this swifi King (companihlc 
old Serpent for devices) were to Imi .t hnlh iVom his .s 
slrengllis ; tread .sharply on the titU of Prim e Kail's 
tioii, and Ining hark the formidahlv fangi-d head of il 
Alsace, live hundred miles all at omc, there wmili 
husiticfw ! 

We will now {[uil the Rhine Opeiations, which imi 
not now of iimment : I'ricdi ich heing suddenly tlie 
events again. I add oidv, what leaileis lui- ijignclv a' 
that King Imnis did not die ; that he las at death’s t 
precisely one week (Kth l.Mh Angnsl), symptoms i 
on till' l/ilh. In the interim, Giaini Almoner Fit 
(Ihiele of our Conte di .Sphielhj insisting that a 
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Cardinal, who had got the Sacraments in hand, should insist ; 
and endless ministerial intrigue being busy, — moribund Louis 
had, when it came to the Sacramental point, been obliged to 
dismiss his Chatcauroux. Poor Cliateauroux ; an unfortunate- 
female ; yet, one almost thinks, the best man among them : 
dismissed at Metz here, and like to be mobbed! That was the 
one issue of King Louis’s death-sickness. Sublime sickness ; 
during which all Paris wept aloud, in terror and sorrow, like 
a child that has lost its mother and sees a mastiff coming; 
wept sublimely, and did the Prayers of Forty-Hours ; and 
called King Louis Lc liicn-awii (The Well-beloved); — 
merely some obstruction in the royal bowels, it turned out ; 
— a good cathartic, and the Prayers of Forty-Hours, quite 
reinstated matters. Nay, rcinstatetl even Chiiteauroux, some 
time after, — ‘ the Devil being well again,’ and, as the Proverb 
.says, (luitting his monastic view. Reinstated Chftteauroux : 
but this time, poor creivture, she continued only about a day : 
— Sudden fever, from excitement,’ said the Doctors : ‘ Fever ? 
Poison, you mean ! ’ whispered others, and looked for changes 
in the Ministry. Enough, oh enough I — 

Old Marshal Wade did not awaken, though bawlcd-to by 
his Ligoniers and others, and much shaken about, poor old 
gentleman. ‘ No artillery to speak of,’ murmured he ; ‘ want 
baggage-wagons, too 1 ’ and lay still. ‘ Here is artillery ! ’ 
answered the Odiclal iieople ; ‘With my own money I will 
buy you baggage-w/tgons ! ’ answered the high Maria Anna, 
in her own name and her Prince Karl’s, who are Joint- 
Oovernors tlicre. Possibly he would have awakened, had they 
given him time. Hut time, in War especially, is the thing 
that is never given. Once Friedrich had struck-in, the 
moment was gone by. Poor old Wade ! Of him also, 
enough. 
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It wius <)i> Siilunltiv, ‘fiirly iti tlii’ iniiniiiij(,’ lUlli A 
I?'!*!, Uml Frictlrich .si'l lUlfiulwl liy Iun two i 
lli'ollu'ifi, I’riufi! of I’nif^iin nml I’riiitc Hciiii, from Tob 
lowimltf lloH ticw Atlvfiihirt*, wliii-li provnl .10 famous 
SiuIdi'U, swift, to lh(* w'orlil’s a.sloitislimfiit ; mduall 
umri'h hciT, in Uim> ('oliumis (two throiigli Sa\tmy hv vi 
rouU'.s Koulli-faslvvanl, oiif from Silf.ia llinm^jh (Jlat/. ,s 
westward), to invade llohemia : nimottr .savs 100,000 si 
fact il.self hay-s upwaiiis of HO, 000, tm llieir various r 
rouver/finpf towards I’raj'.* His Columns, espei ially his ; 
Coluums, are already on the mail ; he joins one Co 
this night, at Wittenberg; and is heni, through Si 
towards the frontiers of llohemia, at the utmost mi 
speed he has. 

'I'hrough Saxony about ()0,0t)0 go: he has got the K 
Order to the (loverumeut of Saxony, ‘Our august 
re(|uiring on our Imperial hnsines-, a transit through yoi 
and Winterfeld, an exeelleiil soldier and negotiator, Ine 
forward to jiresent .said Order. A Doeunient vihirh llurri 
Dre.sden Ollieials beyond measure. 'I’heir King is in Wi 
their King, if here, emdd do little; and indeed has 
inelining to Maria 'I'heresa this long while. And W 
fold insists on .sueh despnteh ; and not e\en the I)i 
Wcis.senfel.s is in 'I’own. Dresden Ollieials ‘ semi o 
couriers and thirteen e.stnfeltes' to the poor old Duke 
him at last; and The march is alreadv taking ell’ect 
may (W well consent to it: what can tiiey do hut eo 
In tlie uttermo.st Hurry they had .set to fortifying Dr 
all hands driving pidi.sades, picking, delving, making cn 

’ Hetdm CmhichU, ii. 1165. (iiliili (ti. a>;, 37) ritiine-i.iic* ilir 
rejjinicnu. ’ w. ii(, 


(trenches, or sunk barricades) in the streets ; — fatally awaro 
that it can avail nothing. Is not this the Kaiser’s Order? 
Prussians, to the amount of 60,000, are across our Frontiers, 
rapidly speeding on. 

'Friedrich’s Manifesto, — under the modest Title, “ Anxeigedtr Ursachm 
(Advertisement of the Causes which have induced his Prussian Majesty 
to send the Romish Kaiser’s Majesty some Auxiliary Troops),” — had 
appeared in the Berlin Newspapers Thursday 13th, only two days before. 
An astonishment to all mankind ; which gave rise to endless miscon- 
ceptions of Friedrich ; but which, supporting itself on proofs, on punctu- 
ally excerpted foot-notes, is intrinsically a modest, quiet Piece ; and, 
what is singular in Manifestoes, has nothing, or almost nothing, in it 
that is not, so far as it goes, a perfect statement of the fact. "Auxiliary 
troops, that is our essential character. No war with her Hungarian 
Majesty, or with any other, on our own score. But her Hungarian 
Majesty, how has she treated the Romish Kaiser, her and our and the 
Reich’s Sovereign Head, and to what pass reduced him ; refusing him 
Peace on any terms, except those of self-annihilation ; denying that ho 
is a Kaiser at all ; ” — and enumerates the various Imperial injuries, witli 
proof given, quiet foot-notes by way of proof; and concludes in these 
words : " For himself his Majesty requires nothing. 'The question here 
is not of his Majesty’s own interest at all" (everything his Majesty 
required, or requires, is by the Treaty of Berlin solemnly his, if the 
Reich and its Laws endure); "and he has taken-up arms simply and 
solely in the view of restoring to tlio Reich its freedom, to tlie Kaiser 
his Headship of the Reich, and to all Europe the Peace which is so 
desirable. ’’ * 

' " Pretences, subterfuges, lies ! ’’ exclaimed tlie Austrian and Allied 
Public everywhere, or strove to exclaim ; especially the English Public, 
which had no difficulty in so doing; — a Public comfortably blank as to 
German facts or non-facts ; and finding with amazement only this a very 
certain fact, 'fhat hereby is tlieir own Pragmatic thunder checked in 
mid-volley in a most surprising manner, and the triumphant Cause of 
Liberty brought to jeopardy again. " Perfidious, ambitious, capricious ! ” 
exclaimed they : " a Prince without honour, without truth, without 
constancy;’’ — and completed, for themselves, in hot rabid humour, that 
English Theory of Friedrich which has prevailed ever since. Perliaps the 
most surprising item of whieli is this latter, very prominent in those old 
times, 'fhat Friedrich has no "constancy," but follows his "caprices," 
and accidental wliirls of impulse: — item which has dropped away in our 


' Given in Seyfarth, Beylage, i. 121-136, with date ‘ August 1744.’ 
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times, though the others stand as stable as ever. A monument of sc 
things ! Friedrich's suddenness is an essential part of what fig 
talent he has : if the Public, thrown into flurry, cannot judge it 
they must even misjudge it : what help is there? 

‘That the above were actually Friedrich’s reasons for venturing 
this Big Game again, is not now disputable. And as to the rui 
which rose afterwards (and was denied, and could only be d 
diplomatically to the ear, if even to the ear). That Friedrich by E 
Article was " to have for himself tlie Three Bohemian Circles, Ki 
grata, Bunzlau, Leitmeritz, which lie between Schlesien and Sachs 
— ^thero is not a doubt but Friedrich had so bargained, “Very well, 
can get said Circles I’’ and would right cheerfully have kept and 
them, had the big game gone in all points completely well (gam 
reinstate the Kaiser both in Bohemia and Bavaria) by Friedrich’s fine 
ing. Not a doubt of all this : — nor of what an extremely hypotheti( 
look it tlien and always was ; greatly too w'eak for enticing such a r 

Friedrich goes in Three Columns, One, on the soul 
left shore of the Elbe, coming in various branches i; 
Friedrich himself ; this alone will touch on Dresden, pas 
the south side of Dresden ; gather itself about Pirna (ii 
Saxon Switzerland so-called, a notable locality) ; thence 
the Metal Mountains into Biihmen, by Toplitz, by Lowi 
Leitmeritz, and the Highway called the Pascopol, famoi 
war. The Second Column, under Leopold the Y 
Dessauer, goes on the other or north side of the Elbe, 
fair distance ; marching through the Lausitz (rendezvoi 
starting-point was Bautzen in the Lausitz) straight sout 
meet the King at Leitmeritz, where the grand Magazine 
be ; and thence, still south, straight upon Prag, in con 
tion with his Majesty or parallel to him.® These art 
Two Saxon Columns. The Third Column, under Schv 
collects itself in the interior of Silesia; is issuing, by i 
Country, through the Giant Mountains, Bolmische K 
(Bohemian Combs, as they are called, which Tourists k 
by the Pass of Braunau, — disturbing the dreams of Riit 
if Riibezahl happen to be there. This, say 20,000, 

’ Selden-Geschtckle, i. loSi ; Schoil, ii. 349. 

• Htldm-Gtschichte, i. lo8l. 


on the groinul (Olst August), -first by oiu^ tiny. In tlu' 
honic jxuis of Sile.siii, well eiistwartl of Glatz, tliciu! is left 
another Force of iiO.OOO, which can g{) across the Austrian 
Bonier there, and hang upon the Ilills, lltreatening Ohniitz 
and the Moravian (lountries, should newl be. 

And 80 , in its Three (Columns, from west, from nortli, from 
ea.st, the inarch, with a steady swiftncs.s, proceeds. Important 
especially those Two Saxon (lohnnns from west and north : 
(i0,000 of them, ‘with a i'riglilfid {nitsiinliih) (luantity of 
big guns coming u]) the IClhe.'' Much is coming up the. 
Kibe; indispensable Highway lor this I'inlerjirise. 'riiri'c- 
months provisions, eiuUess artillery aiul proveiuler, is on the 
Kibe; 'IfHO big boats, with immense Vovspttnn (of trace- 
horses, dreadful swearing. Loo, as 1 have heard), will pass 
through the middle of Dresden : not landing by any means, 
‘ No, be imsure.d of it, ye. l)re.sdeners, all Hurried, palisaded, 
barricaded; no hair of you shall be harmed.’ AfUma day 
or two, the Hurry of Saxony subsided ; IVnssians, under strict 
discipliiu!, molest no private person ; pay their way ; keep 
well aloof, to south and to north, of Dre.sdmi (all but the 
nccesHary ammunition-escorts do); and reipiirc of the 
Official people nothing but what tlie Law of the Ilehdi 
authorises to ‘ Imperial Auxiliaries ’ in such case. ‘ 'I’he 
.Saxons themselves,’ Friedrich olwerves, ' had some ‘M),000, 
but scattered about; King in Warsaw: dreadful terror; 
making coupuren and tfiic.i-de-potil ; could have made no 
defence.’ Had we diligently spent eight days on Ihem ! 
reflects lie aflerward.s. ‘To .seize Saxony’ (and liobble it 
with ropes, so that at any time you could pin it motionless, 
and even, if need were, milk the substance out of it), ‘ would 
not have detained us eight days.’* Which would have been 
the true plan, had we. known what was getling ready there! 
Certain it is, Friedrich did no mischief, paid for everything; 
anxious to keuj> well wiUi Saxony; hoping always they miglit 

“ Qiuvni tU h'ridirut 111 . 53 . 
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join him again, in such a Cause. ‘ Cause dear to every 
Patriot German Prince,’ urges Fi-iedrich, — though Briihl, and 
the Polish, once ‘Moravian,’ Majesty are of a very different 
opinion ! — 


‘ Maria Theresa, her thoughts at hearing of it may be imagined : 
“The Evil Genius of my House afoot again! My high projects on 
Elsass and Lorraine ; Husband for Kaiser, Elsass for the Reich and him, 
Lorraine for myself and him ; — gone probably to water 1 ” Nevertheless 
she said (an Official person heard her say), “My right is known to God ; 
God will protect me, as He has already done.”^ And rose very strong, 
and magnanimously defiant again ; — perhaps, at the bottom of her heart, 
almost glad withal that she would now have a stroke for her dear Silesia 
again, unhindered by Paladin George and his Treaties and notions. 
What measures, against this nefarious Prussian outbreak, hateful to 
gods and men, are possible, she rapidly takes : in Bohemia, in Bavaria 
and her other Countries, that are threatened or can help. And abates 
nothing of heart or hope ; — praying withal, immensely, she and her 
People, according to the mode they have. Sending for Prince Karl, we 
need not say, double-quick, as the very first thing. 

‘ Of Maria Theresa in Hungary, — for she ran to Presburg again with 
her woes (August 16 th, Diet just assembling there), — let us say only 
that Hungary was again chivalrous ; that old Palfy and the general 
Hungarian Nation answered in the old tone, — Vivat Maria; Ad ArmUj 
ad Arma / with Tolpatches, Pandours, Warasdins ; — and, in short, that 
great and small, in infinite “ Insurrection,” have still a stroke of battle 
in them pro JRege nostro. Scarcely above a District or two (as the Jasxers 
and Kauers, in their over-cautious way) making the least difficulty. 
Much enthusiasm and unanimity in all the others ; here and there a 
Hungarian gentleman complaining scornfully that their troops, known 
os among the best fighters in Nature, are called irregular troops, — 
irregular, forsooth ! In one public consultation ' (District not important, 
not very spellable, though doubtless pronounceable by natives to it), ‘ a 
gentleman suggests that “ Winter is near ; should not there be some 
slight provision of tents, of shelter in the frozen sleety Mountains, to 
our gallant fellows bound thither?” Upon which another starts up, 
“When our Ancestors came out of Asia-Minor, over the Palus Mseotis 
bound in winter ice; and, sabre in hand, cut their way into this fine 
Country which is still ours, what shelter had they? No talk of tents, of 
barracks or accommodation there; each, wrapt in his sheepskin, found 
it shelter sufficient. Tents and the thing was carried by acclamation. 


* Helden-Gesckichte, ii. 1024, 


* Ibid. ii. 1030. 




' i(U) wild ill Hiilioinia tlmt in cumiii^if book. Noliility idl 

miikiiifj; iilJ, Homu tci Vii'iiim or llic iiilormi'diiito Tiiwiih lying’ tliillior- 
ward, Hiiiiui to tlicir (lountry-KCutB ; nil out of I’nig. Willing mind on 
tlio imrt of tlio Coiiimoii I’oojilo; whudi Uio tloveruinont HtraiiiH ovory 
norvo to nmko tlio inoHt of. Hero iiro fiwtH, proroHBloiiH, Pniyoi’H of 
I'orly-llotirH ; liorOj iih In Vlonim nnd tdHOwhoro. In Viotinn wftH a 
1 liri'i'-DayH Holemn k’list: tlio liko in I’rng, or liottor; with prooi'HHion 
to tlio Hhrino of .St, VituHj—llltIo likely to help, 1 Hlioiild four. " IUho, 
nil foiii’ililo monj" oxi'lniiMH the (lovorniiiont, — "lit IoiihL wo will liiillot, 
nnd iiiiiko you rino : " — Militia people enter Priig to the extent of 10,(100 ; 
like to avail little, one would fear, (ieneral lliirneli, with reinforei'niont 
of renl HoliliorH, in denpatidied from Vleuiia; Ilarneh, one of our ahlcnt 
Holillern nint'o KhovL'iihiUler died, guln-iu nlill in time ; anil lluin inereaHen 
lliu (JnrriHoii of regiilarn to .1,000, with a vigoroiin CapLaiu to guide it. 
Old (’ount Ogilvy, tho Hanio whom Saxo HurpriKed two yeiirn ago In the 
mooiillglit, Hiiatchiug laddorK from tho gallown,- Ogilvy in again (kim- 
nmndant; hut thin time nominal mainly, and with hotter outlooIcH, 
llnrHi'li heing under him. In relayn, ;i,000 of tho Militia-men dig and 
Hhovel night and (lay; repairing, porfec. ting the ramparlH of the place. 
'I’lien, an to provlHloiiH, omiIIonh corn 1 b Introduced,- -farniern forced, the 
unwilling at tho hiiyonot'H point, to dolivor-ln their corn; nuiidi of it 
in ahcaf, ho Ihiil we liavo to thrimli it In the market~)>hici*, in the wtreotH 
that are wide! and Ihua in Prag in heiird the Hound of lliiilH, among tho 
Mllitia-dniniH and ho many other noiHOH. iPitli the great ehiirc.h-orgaim 
growling; nnd the hnss and tridde Mism'.n of the imor MujierHtitiouH 
People rlHing, to St. Vitiia and otliera. In fact, it iw a general dance of 
St. VitiiH, — except that of tho llaila, and Militia-nion working at tho 
ram]iartHj — niOHtly not leading aiiywhither.’* 

Monuwliile I’ldwlricirN inarch from west, from north, from 
cast;, in llowinp; on; diligent:, .swift; ; {nmot.nul U> its Limo.s, its 
pliuTS ; and meets no ini|icdini(’nt; to speak of. AL Tctsclien 
on tin* Saxon-Uolieniian liVontior, — a jilensant .Sehlo.ss pcrelicd 
on its crags, as Tourists know, wliero the .Mlhe swccjis into 
vSnxoM Switzerland and its long stone labyrinths,- - at ’’I'etschcn 
the Austrians had taken post ; had tried to block the. River, 
driving jiiles into it, and tumbling bouldcr.s into it, witli a 
view to stop the 480 .l*i'us.sian Roals. These p(‘opIc needed 
to be lorn-ont, Iheir piles and they : whieli wa.s done in two 

* ' l.ttttr from udiUzeii of I’rni;,’ dale, 2 lal Sepl. (in HeUkn-dcsehichu/'X. 
nfaS), which givc.s several curious dctiiilH. 

voi.. V. 
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days, the soldier part of it ; and occupied the boat-men above 
a week, before all was clear again. Prosperous, correct to 
program, all the rest ; not needing mention from us ; — here 
are the few sparks from it that dwell in one’s memory : 

‘August IGth, 1744, King left Potsdam ; joined his First Column that 
night, at Wittenberg. 'ITirough Meissen, Torgau, Freyberg ; is at 
Peterswalde, eastern slope of the Metal Mountains, August 26th; all 
the Columns now on Bohemian ground. 

‘ Friedrich had crossed Elbe by the Bridge of Meissen : on the southern 
shore, politely waiting to receive his Majesty, there stood Feldmarschall 
the Duke of Weissenfels ; to whom the King gave his hand,’ no doubt in 
friendly stylo, ‘and talked for above half an hour,’ — with such success! 
thinks Friedrich by and by. We have heard of Weissenfels before; the 
same poor Weissenfels who was Wilhelmina’s Wooer in old time, now 
on the verge of sixty ; an extremely polite but weakish old gentleman ; 
accidentally preserved in History. One of those conspicuous ‘Human 
Clothes-Horses’ (phantasmal all but the digestive part), which abound in 
that Eighteenth Century and others like it ; and distress your Historical 
studies. Poor old soul ; now Feldniai'schall and Commander-in-Chief 
hero. Has been in Turk and other Wars ; with little profit to himself 
or others. Used to like his glass, they say ; is still very poor, tliough 
now Duke in reality as well as title (succeeded two egregious Brothers, 
some years since, wlio had been spendthrift) : he has still one other 
beating to get in this world, — from Friedrich next year. Died alto- 
gether, two years hence ; and Wilhelmina heard no more of him. 

‘At Meissen Bridge, say some, was this Half-hour’s Interview; at 
Pirna, the Bridge of Pirna, others say;' — quite indifferent to us which. 
At Pirna, and hither and thither in Saxon Switzerland, Friedrich certainly 
was. “Who ever saw such positions, your Majesty?” For Friedrich 
Is always looking out, were it even from the window of his carriage, and 
putting military problems to himself in all manner of scenery, “What 
would a man do, in that kind of ground, if attacking, if attacked ? with 
■ that hill, that brook, that bit of bog?” and advises every Officer to be 
I continually doing the like.^ That is the value of picturesque or other 
^ scenery to Friedrich, and their effect on good Prussi.an Officers and him. 

* * ‘At Tetschen, Colonel Kahlbutz,’ diligent Prussian Colonel, 
plucks-out those 100 Austrians from their rock nest there ; makes them 


jirisiiiii'rs 01 ttiir ; wiiicn (unAtitoii uio U'itiiit*rit« iifiiiu ii oi um iwti tiny*. 

'.'Mill, imo limi nt Ixitiiiorit* thi'ri'U|Hiii. Mngn^iiie PHtnlitiHlii'il 
tltpro. lUmU i nmtuj' oil jiicmovtly. KrtotUii-li liiio«ii>lt' t'niojifil nl 
In thia loirt.' l,«ilMiniu, or [.tiv^imiu, whirli lio oiil ii'iooMilu'r oiio tiny. 

' k'UM, .Mnri'h to Mutlin ; tlint ia, noiitliwiinl, iirroaa tho ! 

nrrlvt* vtitliin forty ioili"< of Aii»triiiit Ilntliyniii, mimmmii'it linatily 

out of Ilia ll»\«ri«n [ooiiu, to Hiirrtiiir in tliia ]iri'»ainff eiiu'rgciu'y, linx 
ftfrtM'il in tliMO ni'i)?hlMmrliomU. wnnn ri'Koliirn uinli'r him, prp- 

I'caloil hy rloufU of hoaanra, nlioin Zii'lhon nmitca » litllo, hy vtny of 
linntlaol ; no othrr AnntriHit foiro to nponk of lii'ri'iiliouta ; nini wo nro 
now iH'lwoon Until jnni iinil I'riijf. 

' 1</, To .Mirkow it.', iii-nr \fi'lH iiru, Iwoiity loiloa fnmt I’rnjf. 
Hpjilomlior '..Iil. I'lOoji on llio \Voiaai'nlii't(f llii’io.' ' 

.\inl an thfV lUf all nHstnulilfil alnml I'l'iiyf, lii'yfinlllnft tho 
jnuiv fits, Ihii'il Sioy'o it han ahiiul within thf-o thifo voain 
{aiiioo that mmmlij^hl .Vuvoiiihor iiiji;hf in 171-I); anti ai'o 
nnlv wailiny; fur thoii- hoavv ai'lillorv In hi';;ln hat toiiii^. 'Tho 
jimio inhahitanla, in .ajhto nf throo .liogfi ; tho 1 l),tH)l) faw 
militia nn-n, nnully nf Itnnj'arian hiootl ; Iho •l’,tHll) lof'nlai'?i, 
ainl llmai'h atnl nlil th;ilt\, arc all ili**|in''Oil In tin Ihoir Iio.hI, 
iMioihiih i*i liatnrallv in hio.lo tn j,n'l hnlil nf I’ra/t;. Ihil ho 
liinli, nit lakinff •iiiitoy, that Iho hwhhI in liaml inothntl in iml 
nnw, a*i in 1741, fonaihlo at all; lhal iho plnoo ii in (ftaitl 
|iioitnrf nf •itioiii'lh ; ami will nnil a hnl halloriii;; In loar it 
tijii-n, thviiiy; In that aooiil>nt at 'I’l tM-hoil, tho fiiojjo oaiinnii 
nio nnl \i'l onino tiji ; ‘ Hniltl yntir hatloiio'i, \nm- Mnhhui- 
hi'itlf'o'i, Mini' onnnnuitiintiniia, till tho oaniinii onnio ; ainl 
howaio nt' liathyani inoihlhii};; with yniir onntinii liy tho 
mail ' ’ 

'lUtliviiiii ia witlon turiil) loilfa of no, nt lii'inun, a i'ion|mrt lltllo 
Town to ooiilli wrol; (-otllii’iinrt a MMijniino tlirro; niol ifnily for t'lilo)' 
jirioro, in noop tori o tlmn riinlrii ti Ktipmipo. "Hriip him out, »pi<P 
tli«t .StHgtnOiip oflno ! " otili'jo I'tipiliii'h (.''p]itt'mlipr oth) ; niol ilp>i)mti-hpo 
(tplvoinl Jl-.okp on it. tt titjtil iu«n.‘ nt wtoom wpililoiK wo nnoiotpil 
fwptnliiii,' to nil lipirioia, loll;? atiii'p, in hripilrii'li illiplm'ii tiiop), if 
«n)lonly now rpiupoito ii'il. ' Ami on tho morrow ihotp f«ll-i nut n jirrlty 
llllio "Aition of Ih-t tun.'* tihinil whiih K'O'* nomp was maito In thfi 
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ruj-! 

Gazettes pro and eonlra ; »hifli did not di-lodRi' liaiiiyani !.» ms , 

but widoh oiwily have rniiit'd the imjiftminB aod l«» 

getting into masked batteries, raiulonr ifm!,,rs t.| !...ss« 

"from front, from rear, and from Imlii tlMiiko," hid he, with 
masterly proinplitmU', whirled himself mil of it. «ti»lihr4 m'>Uuth ••hit 
best post there was, and defended him*n»lf inespuifnahij (I.bs®, ».,«■ «, 
hours, till relief onme.’^ Jlrilliant little m limi, »e!l jM-ffoniir.l i..-) !~.!h 
sides, but loading to nothing; and whirli «ha!i md e«nret«i i>» fisthr* 
Kxoopt to say tlmt Itnthyani did now, more at Ina r-ptim .4 

Imrm’s way; and begin colleeling Magwinw at rdaen tar 
which may prove useful to J'rlnee Kari, in Uie tmite t*ini,io K«wl h «j».h 

Siege-cannon having <it Inet fmiic (>H<iitt-(n}(«r Htht, the 
batteries are all inountfd : on Winltm-il.iv Hth, Inif at jUj^ht, 
the Artillery, ‘in eininnmw (|iinii{ily,‘ ii|wii«t iti ilsiml ihuMit , 
poor Prng is startled from ita Innl In tum nt"! nf diii!, ndt.l 
and shell, from llireo difleivtil i|iititten, «inl iiHilii') h-iitr 
to stand to its guns. From tliim' dilhniit .(omtits, 
Bubcnetsch northward ; from llm r|ilimil of St 
(famed Wdmihcrff, or While Hill) wi -.tvMi.l , utul fs.uu 
the JUiscaherg cinstwainl (Hill of Xiii-a, whi-tr iron />.».» 
posted himself on a grand iwi-rt'.iiiii tnn«-!, »<h!ih iAtrt 
is a broad long Hill, west end of it falhog •ih«-<-t nw i . 
and on another point of it, higheil |Hiiol of t»!!, tio- c!» 
have a strong h/ittery and workB, I he l*rag gouB 
are not too e/reetiial ; planleti nunth on gtousui ti% 
much the best Prog battery is IlitB of the Ae..! 

this, after two-days cx[)fnptiee Imd of it, ih** PoirM-isia 
determine to take on (lie inorrow. 

Sepimnher I2lh, Seliweriti, who eomoiBii.h .m tii^t si.fr, 
assaults accordingly; with the due ste(uif..sS„rs„ 
fulness; throwing shells and ImtU hv v*«y of pn-.'iolr 
Priotlrich, witli some grotip of utall’ ollicrtu mot 
steps out on the lliihenetsch |iohI, (n m-r Iiom fl,i 5 
Ziscaberg will prosper: the Prague^ (hetndnna,. 
many dignitaries, turn camion im fh.-ot. • I ini «•»•», /»,? 
Herren] have a care!’ cried Friwlrieh ; imi Itm.^lf 

I Jij4/ ^ tt . .. 


iiiiiuHiig, St) intfut ujiDU tht) Ziscnlifr^. Ami cduIiI luivc skipt 
iinlii!t>n'iitl_Y t)vt>i' vmir ainntm-lmlls ploiighiiijj; llu' gntmul, 
hiul ni)t out* fiiti-rul tmll hlmltmtl-ont llu* lilt* of luior IViiia* 
Wilhelm : tt guiKl vmmg I oumh of hi«, whol down hero iit IiIk 
I nmtl. DtmhlU'jw « sharp juotiu*nL for llu* King. IViiia* 
iMargrnf Wilhelm ami u poor young page, Ihert* they lies 
timl ; imlini’rfnt to Iho Ziscaherg and all roming want of 
maiikitui. luimentation, naturally, for this young man,-- 
llrotluT to tin* om* who felt at Mttllail/, yonngf.st Hrother of 
the .Margraf Karl, who eontmaiuK in this HuheneUeh redonhl: 

Hut ae imist lift onr eveglass again ; see how .Sehwerin is 
pn)s|«Ting, Sehufi'in, aith due steiid fast ness anti sttirmfid- 
nets, after his prelmle tif hundtshells, inshes tin dtinhle tpiiek ; 
innnot he with-.luiKl; hniK tad the I'raguers, and sei/.es their 
halters ; a rnintins loss It) them. 

'rheir gnuitl Zisfji nsltiidtl is gone, then ; ami tat) sid)- 
sitliai'V small nslouhts hehintl it withal, svliieh the Fri-neh 
hail huilt, ami named * the ningpie ne-ds {nitl.t t) /nV) these 
also art* miri, Ami "e overhang, from onr Zisea Hill, the 
veiy rmifs, a*i it Mere; ami there is mithing hut a hnig hart* 
enitain litiw in this tpiarler, ready to hi* hnllei'eil in l)ri*tieh, 
amt soon holetl, if nmifid. It is not neetifiil, not ipiite. 
In the eiitnse of Ihiei* tiavs nioif, onr Hiiheiietseh hattery, of 
eitm toons piivier, has heeit so ihiigent, it has set tire tn tin* 
Watermill ; hiniis irietrievahlv the Water mill, anil still worse, 
the vitHKli n Slniee of the Molihin ; so that the fiver ftdK to 
the evetywheii* vvadeahh* pileh. .\ml (Itiveinor Harseh )M*r- 
eelves that all this ipiarter of the 'rttvvn is open to any eoiner; 
■ amt, in fael, that he will have to get away, the best he enn. 

While ting aiiniihnglv ('i'liesiiay irdh); ' I'Yee willulrnwal, 
to the Wi-slteiad; won’t vmif' ' lly mi manner of means!’ 
answers 1‘tieihii h. liiils Sehwerin frum his Ziseaherg make a 
holt* or two in that 'iintain’ opjiteiile him; and gets reatly 
for storm. t’pon whieh Ilai leh, next motning, has to heat 
the thamadf, aiitl stutemler I'li-oner of War. Ami thus, 
Wwim 'uhu Kith, it is tlom* ; a siege of om* week, no imire, » 
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after all that thrashing of grain, drilling of militia, and other 
spirited preparation. Harsch could not help it ; the Prussian 
cannonading was so furious.^ 

Prag has to swear fealty to the Kaiser ; and ‘ pay a ransom 
of SOOjOOOZ.’ Drilled militia, regulars, Hungarians, about 
16,000, — only that many of the Tolpatches contrived to 
whisk loose, — are marched prisoners to Glatz and other strong 
jjlaces. Prag City, with plenty of provision in it, is ours. A 
brilliant beginning of a Campaign ; the eyes of all Europe 
turned again, in very various humour, on this young King. 
If only the French do their duty, and hang well on the skirts 
of Marshal Ti-aun (or of Prince Karl, the Cloak of Traun), 
who is hastening hitherward all he can. 


CHAPTER III 

FIlTEDniCH, DII.IGENT IN HIS BOHEMIAN CONQUESTS, 
UNEXPECTEDI.Y COMES UPON PRINCE KARL, 
WITH NO FRENCH ATTENDING HIM 

This electrically sudden operation on Prag was considered 
by astonished mankind, whatever else they might think about 
it, a decidedly brilliant feat of War ; falling like a bolt out 
of the blue, — like three bolts, suddenly coalescing over Prag, 
and striking it do-wn. Friedrich himself, though there is 
nothing of boast audible hei’e or anywhere, was evidently very 
well satisfied ; and thought the aspects good. There is 
Prince Karl whirling instantly back from his Strasburg Pro- 
spects ; the general St.-Vitus Dance of Austrian things rising 
higher and higher in these home parts : — reasonable hope that 
‘ in the course of one Campaign,’ proud obstinate Austria 
might feel itself so wrung and screwed as to be glad of Peace 
with neighbours not wishing War. That was the young 

* Orlich, ii. 36-39; Helden-Gcschichie, i. 1082, and ii. 1168; CEuvres dt 
Fridiric, iii. 56 ; etc. etc. 


Kntj's inliiilHiuni ut Huh tinw*. Aiul, luul rrniuf (luiit' nt till 
H« it iiwiuiml, or luul the wtiiug King liiiiiM-lf hci-u ruii- 
siiU'Vtibly wiwr tlwu lu' wtw, hu hml juit Imhui tiiniinpuinliHl 
in tlu* wny we ilitill m* ! 

V'rieilrieh niliiiiU he iliil nut tnulersluiid Wtir til Uiih jiericKl, 
Iliii own M-lieuie tuiw wns ; 'I'u lume lownnln the ttmilh wetit, 
thtu'e to ttholifih Ihvlhyniii niiii hi* ‘rulptileheH, wliu tire Itusy 
gtitherilig Mugaziues fur I’riuee Kitfl'n luheiit ; to .lei/e the 
aniil Miigttxiiu.^, wltieh will he very titefiil tii ii* ; then titlvtuiee 
stniiglvt toVKvuU the I'liHHCH tif the lluheiuitut Miiuutitiim. 
'rti'uiH of h'mthi WnUhimmheii, tiiifoi luiiiite 'rowii of (’hum 
thiimt hv 'I’leiiek, where uintoiin me now hu'i\ ) ; thene HtiUHl 
smet'Hiive ill the grmul I’nwi, Ihiiiugh which the highwiiy 
rmin ; wmie huiitheil tiiilen or ao from where we tire ; nmreh, 
lit oiie’*i Hwifleit, thitherwiiul, llnlhvitlli'a Milgii/ilieH to he!}); 
mill there nwiiit rriuie Knrl f It wn* h’liwirieli’n own notion ; 
not u hail one, though not the lH*«t, 'I’he heal, he (uhniti, 
wonlil have Ihtu : To »tnv jirrlty mneh where he wnn ; 
tiholiih lUithv ani'o 'I'oljmteh jH-o]ile, aei/ing their Mtigii/inet, 
mill eolleetuig other'i : in gnteiftl, well rooting lutil feneing 
hinrielf in I’uig, nmi in the Cirilei Ihivt lie tliereiihoul‘» nimn 
the KlU', honinleil to aonthwiuil hy the Sii/nwu (hnuii'h of 
the .Molilmt), whiih lona }mrrtllrl to the Klhe ; hut well 
(efniing to altr nun h fmther at aneh iin mhnneetl neniou of 
the year. 

That aiionit {thin vronhl have Iwen the wiaeit ; then 
why not follow U f 'I’uo tiinie n jilmt for the youthful mitul. 
Iteniilr^, We {Kueeive, aa imleetl ti iiitiionteil hy hiuiHi'lf, he 
[trnuleil the foue c»f jtnhlie o}iinton in Krtitiee. ‘ Aim, look 
at your King of t’rtntm ngaiu. (tone to eoiujuer Ilohemirt ; 
ami, etnejtl the 'I’liriv t'ltile* he himtelf ii to have of it, let* 
Ihihemia go to the wimla ! ' ‘riiH aort of thing, hriitlrieli 
ruhinU, he ihviV(!*«l too unnh, nt that young jterioii ; an loutl 
Iwil the eriln iintH tn-eu on hiui, nt the lime nl the Jhi-ihin 
Treaty; 'Out iijHin your King nf I'lUetni, mU you tlml nn 
honourahle Allv ’’ t ’uiiouhtt-illv a weukneHt in the ymtiig 



King; iimMiuich, ms lus ns ‘every (hmutuI ’ (luul every jimn, 
ndcl wt*) 'kIioiiIiI It'ok to the fnet, not lu llu' nmiour of tlie 
fact’ Well ; l>»ti lenst, he will iwlopt Ioh own oilier 
notion ; that of nmkiiig; for the. Pusses of the Hohomian 
MountaiiiH; to uholish IlntUyani at leasl, aiul loek tlie door 
uiKin I’l'inee Karls advent ? 'That was his own plan ; and, 
tiiough seeoiid-liest, that also would have done well, had 
there been no thinl. 

Jiut thcix! wa.s, aa we hiuliHl, a tldnl plan, nrdentiv favoiiml 
by Delleiale, whose wnr-tnleut hViedrieli niueh resjM'elisl at this 
time 1 plan built ou llelleisle’a iTininisa'iii'es of the olil 'rahor- 
liudweis busineiWM, and tutaliy ina]ipiieul)le now, HelleiHht 
said, ‘do smilh ensl, nut Konth-west ; right towanlH the 
Aunti'inn I'Vontier itself; that will frighten Austria into a 
line tremor, tilinl np the nmda from Austria; Ihidweis, 
Nuuhau.H ; aei/e those two Iliglnoad 'I'owns, and keep them, 
if you would hold Ilohemin ; the want of them was our ruin 
thure.' ^ Vour ruin, yes; but your eui'iny was not eoining 
from Alsace and the south -west then. He wa.s eoniing fnnn 
Austria; and yottr own home lay mi the hinilh west; it is all 
difi'urent now ! Triedrieh luigld well think hiinself iHUvilelied 
not to have gone for (‘liaiu and Furlh, and the Passes of the 
Uiilimev-Wald, nnoniiiig to his own notion, lint so it was ; 
he yiekletl to the hig irputuliim of Helleisle, and to fear of 
what tlu! world would say of him in hVaiue ; a weakness 
which he will perhaps la* lunghl not to repeal. In fact, he 
is now about to Im taught several things ; and will have to 
pay liis seliool-wngcs as he goes. 


Frit'drirh, keiX’iu^ mnall Gnrrmin in Pm/', ruihfft miftli/ up 
Ihc Maldau i'ltlhf/, u/nm die Ta/nir- Htiiinri^ ( aiiuti t/ ; to 
ple.aK Am Firmh Fiiauh 

Friedrich made no delay in Pmg ; in haste at this late 
time of year, ,'septemher ITlli, on the very morniw- of the 
* See Msp (Two lOrsl .Silrsiati Wste), at rml ..f vol. (e 


-I 

Sept.-Oct. 1744) 

Siege, the Prussians get in motion southward ; on the 1 9th, 
Friedrich, from his post to north of the City, defiles through 
Prag, on march to Kunraditz, — first stage on that question- 
able Expedition up the Moldau Valley, right bank ; towards 
Tabor, Budweis, Neuhaus ; to threaten Austria, and please 
Belleisle and the French. 

Prag is left under General Einsiedel with a small gaixison 
of 6,000 ; — Einsiedel, a steady elderly gentleman, favourite of 
Friedrich Wilhelm’s, has brief order, or outline of order to be 
filled-up by his own good sense. Posadowsky follows the 
march, with as many meal-wagons as possible, — draught- 
cattle in very ineffectual condition. Our main Magazine is 
at Leitmeritz (should have been brought-on to Prag, thinks 
Friedrich) ; Commissariat very ill-managed in comparison to 
what it ought to be, — to what it shall be, if we ever live to 
make another Campaign. Heavy artillery is left in Prag 
(another fault) ; and from each regiment, one of its baggage- 
wagons.^ ‘We rest a day here at Kunraditz: 21st September, 
get to the Sazawa River; — 2 2d, to Bistritz (rest a day); — 
26th, to Miltschin ; and 27th, to Tabor:’ — But the Diary 
would be tedious. 

Friedrich goes in two Columns ; one along the great road towards 
Tabor, under Scliwerin tliis, and Friedrich mainly with him ; the other 
to tlie right, along the Uivor’a bank, under Leopold, Young Dessauer, 
which h.as to go by wild country roads, or now and then roads of its own 
making; and much needs the pioneer (a difficult march in the shortening 
days). Posadowsky follows with the proviant, drawn by cattle of the 
horse and ox species, daily falling down starved : groat swearing there 
too, I doubt not ! General Nassau is vanguard, and stretches forward 
successfully at a much lighter pace. 

There are two Rivers, considerable branches of the Moldau, coming 
from eastward ; which, and first of them the Sazawa, concern us here. 
After mounting the southern Uplands from Prag for a day or two, you 
then begin to drop again, into the hollow of a River called Sazawa, 
important in Bohemian Wars. It is of winding course, the first con- 
siderable branch of the Moldau, rising in Teutschbrod Country, seventy 
or eiglfty miles to east of us: in regard to Sazawa, there is, at present, 

' Helden-Gtuhichte, i. 1083 ; Orlich, ii. 41 et sqq ; Frld(ric, iii. 59; etc. 




110 tlifUcully mIhhiI 5*)«* • . » ■■ 

SawvwH, minitil U«5i^ incic. t!i.< tv,,’! ; , 

ilMoliilimt. rm-ks, U*^. uiiUii..!, « : U v. . . . 

tliBiiw to TulHir: M.llafhm <• «*■'" 

fmm Prttff to Tubor U ««mp wit*-:, Vfsr, >>5 = 

thone brawn mouiiUilti br>*«Sii i> »il ».<»i»s4b u-.s t -iw ' 


. ; a*.«? 

>I » 'il?'. ’la-4 KsJi, 

. t . . •jn ■ f 4 ^ ^ I t 

’ 3 52’.fli » on sasSJ 1.’^ 


Hkli'rablp braneh nf Ihw .Mu!iU« . fcMuvSj . v. l = ■:« «,u4,« « 
llinii till* bbioftwa: TaUir 5.«,.rf» «j> «<«» tJ-. » , li v siHo 


Molilnu iN'If, i« Tutu int!>-> .'jisItBt , *n4 lUtm , *?* » ,». -.J ?>>«> 

Stoll)' nuKirs, and in « rub >!.«■!!}«..'; s? ;« s- *,.4 

woroyou but onm tberti, I'W-tioiS «> »>■ s?-.«» 4«. i".. 

from llist SdMwa by lh» t.u», hmu u» »« U -- $wt. • !.■ *, t faUis-f 

III such r»s!iiuii, iht'rp mini tw< ti'WoSj “i t <■ <r.‘ i 

Blltl kw|l # xll»r|l P)P tni ti"* <■•1 t’s, ; .■>», f J 5* aw!,.. 

ll&ve not smw* UJKIU >»•, 4«I>tr«t 5,* «(,« ««'»-•;, ej*.» .4 4 .". , , 

On tins ninth tlsy of ihotr iwnr>«. O « ■*«.! ,, i «t , 

horlxon slmBtl tins stm’jilos and i hinmoi t s'-,?. :‘.i t f;’- s «Sj>f ; 

roolcj or ' Hill of Ziw*,' bw i* '*** ^ «■ » »■' * !£,»« v 

thomsph'iw this Jill of Inetpuifnabiliij . *'•4 ;.»»••>««*. >? it .»•« 

Blblos, In tluwe w»»t» mouiiUm t«*- » ‘’i. ?><> *.«■,??, !»;< 

■So|it.), lilts 1’ruMU.iw ailhimt dirtt<u!S)i !,».k f*’ «, »» :• ? «, .g 
pirrlsoii smsll, Wo U<* »l T»Wir »=2i ihc >' 11 -, ImS 3*i , ! 'toyiar-'wj 
'nionr#, Sltl Octohor, ptfl of n» t« klt4<l»i loiu » , wJ-cs nw 
th« Moldou by » liritlifo. ‘llfi>l*(D’ i« <, hw >v»« I >.f, ■,,, I li, < 

limw,~”Cro»» ihoro, srtvh inioni si>a»4ii Sa a-.nSih t w*,:® 

of Ji'rauouborft,' diurltwft of Hrujjlio, f,>! whuli tw f .jji,'! l»t.t •»? 

» SInlisy to no purpoM ! 


Both Columns koI utiU«<t «i . 9«4 pa j««4 s -i « ■{»« > ?« ,. un 


rest, imtl g^nthrr iip tliolr dfa^'^JiKl •kt»i» t4icj» if e yu^«4 4 -e* 

not Improstfl in pruiniMi, o* w» >td*«nf* ni ti . Uj* rs»iv?i, aif sj® n- . *! 
untossrArdly I and l*oiot(iaw«ky cotn™ up «itS« .a.ti f.»u iu pi-u/ «:.cr, 
o«rU,-~li»lf of bis o»tUo havtiiK Wt«n dnan i.< ?*,t ^ hi.ll ss’ ,*^1* 

»nd starvation j what rouhl Ho do/ tKs! u 
not tho !«)«. 


Throe thing* art* ng«in«t thr J‘«i! IIUkUS «fn lIsES , I'Msi 

of thorn acciclmlnl thing*. Fir it, thntr i», i}, * late s,rat,.»i 

too, tho intriniiii* naturr of thn t‘*»’.sjstf ij , wJ.tilj Tj:r>i- ■ 
with emphiwi* tleacrilHHi as Iniggs, »limv, 
hungry and altogether Iwrrrn ( 
described, But then xamlh/, what 1«4C 

wise, the Population, workwi mmn hv Anstssan uil .tals, all 


Hiul Ut«’ ‘■HU, if thrl rirr hitil «IIV, nil tht-vjl.r.l 
,l iiiiiii>-U. \ti MUioUht I’f m<.>n«"k {Utn hn.?** *1111 

,in tlii-ut. IVwir tltuk uraliir^ , nul Au’*« 2 '« r.tMih, 

t lovinif MllJlt* nUirf* f^rn !►>«, jl a.iuM Uf 

l‘rt,in4 tV«i, fur usif thiuK. •'» «■ 1*“'*"* 

r tin m»t luwltllr ^kicir «ii<j*>lj!|i Hinr*’ t>r ifM , »»»* 

, tt-tv Ilt'rrtir*, »t»*l Hn-i Iwh* m in'* tJi*' WIihI* !» 

Irt'Hltflt) iliiruilUv vim Iw'i- in Holomm li«>«ilsrtP 

t ill thf *»f K>'»ii.;v:» if.«- Itu’i-trs 

,i' tit lUl- IV, a uf Hi it tint Ittur). «ul L.-.l fii-.l it 

«<■, Tlti'i 11 ihliii ultii 

■'I’lifli, ihiuHt/, wim? liiHili mutii it, > '» 4 !i> 

^llil>ll HatllVrtUt’ Au<! il'H- ,u«- nua'a ,».5,ir 

(»iM Hiv Miiliimi I'H lit t'Sinli «if l‘.iis4i')n n . t»* -ih'-Ki 

t'jvth tlllliftm tmit, xf a lir-w lu'.-.st ;» ■- wUuh Uaa 
rll ‘kiiil ajM-isliil^ !•« <wl*l thvsii 

^ rt uHi h a, awatisi i>f Innlivlt. aa itaiLvio £l>i* vc»» ilai 
itl fill 1,1111 Vnlll t<*isiSj,;n thrui iIowd, t-i Ixiau thrin I.ji 

tilttfit «if ihin (lli fait , «e* jI, 

e'i njirtUl. *rhvi Snsfc JU lUvan li-.iahl w si.?'- t-K t, 0 . ;aj.;s'> 
Minlt, tut fmaj^lliK j>«xt:S<Sv, nl»lf.r» »iih‘iir j. a ajv s*-!ii 

t tu till tt , lull I Iiniiut a Srtlri 5ar,-’.r, , aSJJv«l f..t lliriii 

t*'ii atv an iisitjM'ini, viSiIi* 1 ?«> tSs'' a. r*t 

t.»|vf lit »»IV|( Ijt! i»a «•<•»{, , it wjSI a.i'!ir 

llinif? 5»l I xjn|>lal!s Jivt in Jliijrr Sljr Sll nr!l >iii 

t- nisulis mJ Kai* llirisc- 91115XW Iat-»«n8i’3 ttiaii «li 

rji III j-;*,''-*'!, >*s lH*r » atv 

I VlV'it.i h «iSl 5lt»"m 4 aU.it , shi-.*",: j-aslSu I .1 ; ««- 

1, r 1 airi*s,a II 1 C 1 Itt ilfcp IrA t L ft 9 "J'* f I , 

f M2;,: Sk t »*U l?« Us|.jU ftwl, vulirsr 

■ I Jljl** ft ifiu^trg r‘ 2 ->r r »#ir- 8 Mi 

fci ft ' kiif li -iwr 

Ui IIaiS^s-'.^* U« 'ftC.il fttr 

E.^rl'le' ^ 9.^ -.ta .i.t , « t ’ j," 5i4r- <.! s ^ r 3 

r-siT ihff’'- ln,tUJU Vi"£. II ■Ah 


Lsept.-uci. 1744 

their Trencks spurring them ! A continual unblessed swarm 
of hornets, these ; which shut-out the very light of day from 
us. Too literally the light of day : we can get no free 
messaging from part to part of our own Army even. ‘ As 
many as six Orderlies have been despatched to an outlying 
General ; and not one of them could get through to him. 
They have snapt-up three Letterbags destined for the King 
himself. For four weeks he is absolutely shut-out from the 
rest of Europe ; ’ knows not in the least what the Kaiser, or 
the Most Christian or any other King, is doing ; or whether 
the French are sitting well on Prince Karl’s skirts, or not 
attempting that at all. This also is a thing to be amended, 
a thing you had to learn, your Majesty ? An Army abso- 
lutely shut-out from news, from letters, messages to or fro, 
and groping its way in darkness, owing to these gircum- 
ambient thunder-clouds of Tolpatches, is not a well-situated 
Army ! And alas, when at last the Letterbag did get 
through, and — But let us not anticipate 1 

At Tabor there arose two opinions ; which, in spite of the 
King’s presence, was a new difficulty. South from Tabor a 
day’s march, the Highway splits ; left-hand goes to Neuhaus, 
direct way for Vienna ; right-hand, or straightforward rather, 
goes to Budweis, bearing upon Linz : which of these two P 
Nassau has already seized Budweis ; and it is a habitable 
champaign country in comparison. Neuhaus, farther from 
the Moldau and its uses, but more imminent on Austria, 
would be easy to seize ; and would frighten the Enemy more. 
Leopold the Young Dessauer is for Budweis ; rapid Schwerin, 
a hardy out-spoken man, is emphatic for the other place as 
Head-quarter. So emphatic are both, that the two Generals 
quarrel there ; and Friedrich needs his authority to keep them 
from outbreaks, from open incompatibility henceforth, which 
would be destructive to the service. For the rest, Friedrich 
seizes both places ; sends a detachment to Neuhaus as well ; 
but holds by Budweis and the Moldau region with his main 
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Army ; which was not quite gi’atifying to the hardy Schwerin. 
On the opposite or left bank, holding Frauenberg, the re- 
nowned Hill-fortress there, we make inroads at discretion : 
but the country is woody, favourable to Pandours ; and the 
right bank is our chief scene of action. How we are to 
maintain ourselves in this country ? To winter in these 
towns between the Sazawa and the Luschnitz ? Unless the 
French sit well on Prince Karl’s skirts, it will not be possible. 


The French are little grateful Jbr the Pleasure done them at 
such ruinous Expense 

French sitting well on Prince Karl’s skirts ? They are not 
molesting Prince Karl in the smallest ; never tried such a 
thing ; — are turned-away to the Brisgau, to the Uj^per-Rhine 
Country ; gone to besiege Freyburg there, and seize I'owns 
about the Lake of Constance, as if there were no Friedrich in 
the game ! It must be owned the French do liberally pay- 
off' old scores against Friedrich, — if, except in their own 
imagination, they had old scores against him. No man ever 
delivered them from a more imminent peril ; and they, the 
rope once cut that was strangling them, magnificently forget 
who cut it ; and celebrate only their own distinguished con- 
duct during and after the operation. To a degree truly 
wonderful. 

It was moonlight, clear as day that night, 23d August, 
when Prince Karl had to recross the Rhine, close in their 
neighbourhood ; ^ — and instead of harassing Prince Karl ‘ to 
half or to whole ruin,’ as the bargain was, their distinguished 
conduct consisted in going quietly to their beds (old Marechal 
de Noailles even calling back some of his too -forward 
subalterns), and joyfully leaving Prince Karl, then and after- 
wards, to cross the Rhine, and march for Bdhnien, at his own 
perfect convenience. 

‘ Seckendorf will sit on Karl’s skirts,’ they said ; ‘ too 
* Guerre de Behhne, iii. 196. 


[Sept.-Oct. 1744 

late for us, this season ; next season, you shall see ! ’ Such 
was their theory, after Louis got that cathartic, and rose 
from bed. Schmettau, with his importunities, which at last 
irritated everybody, could make nothing more of it. ‘ Let 
the King of France crown his glories by the Siege of Freyburg, 
the conquest of Brisgau : — for behoof of the poor Kaiser, 
don’t you observe? Hither Austria is the Kaiser’s-, — and 
furthermore, were Freyburg gone, there will be no invading 
of Elsass again ’ (which is another privately very interesting 
point) ! 

And there, at Freyhurg, the Most Christian King now is, 
and his Army up to the knees in mud, conquering Hither 
Austria ; besieging Freyburg, with much difficulty owing to 
the wet, — besieging there with what energy ; a spectacle to 
the world ! And has, for the present, but one wife, no 
m istress either ! With rapturous eyes France looks on ; with 
admiration too big for words. Voltaire, I have heard, made 
pilgrimage to Freyburg, with rhymed Panegyric in his pocket; 
saw those miraculous operations of a Most Christian King 
miraculously awakened ; and had the honour to present said 
Panegyric ; and be seen, for the first time, by the royal eyes, 
— which did not seem to relish him much.^ Since the fii’st 
days of October, Freyburg had been under constant assault ; 
‘ amid rains, amid frosts ; a siege long and murderous ’ (to 
the besieging party) ; — and was not got till November 5th ; 
not quite entirely, the Citadels of it, till November 25th ; 
Majesty gone home to Paris, to illuminations and triumphal 
arches, in the interim.® It had been a difficult and bloody 
conquest to him, this of Freyburg and the Brisgau Country ; 
and I never heard that either the Kaiser or he got sensible 
advantage by it, — though Prince Karl, on the present 
occasion, might be said to get a great deal. 

* The Panegyric (EpUre au Eoi devant Fribourg) is in (Euvres dt Voltaire^ 
xvii. 184. 

’ Adelung, iv. 266 ; Barbier, ii. 414 (i3tli November, etc.), for the illumina. 
tions, grand in the extreme, in spite of wild rains and winds. 
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‘ Seckendorf will do your Prince Karl,’ they had cried 
always: ‘Seckendorf and his Prussian Majesty! Are not 
we conquering Hither Austria here, for the Kaiser’s behoof?’ 
Seckendorf they did officially appoint to pursue ; appoint or 
allow ; — and laid all the blame on Seckendorf ; who perhaps 
deserved his share of it. Very certain it is, Seckendorf did 
littl or nothing to Prince Karl ; marched ‘ leisurely behind 
him through the Ober-Pfalz,’ — skirting Baireuth Country, 
Kar and he, to Wilhelmina’s grief ; ' — ‘ leisurely behind him 
at a distance of four days,’ knew better than meddle with 
Pr.nce Karl. So that Prince Karl, ‘ in twenty-one marches,’ 
disturbed only by the elements and bad roads, reached Wald- 
munchen 25th September, in the Furth-Cham Country ; ^ 
and was heard to exclaim ; ‘We are let-off for the fright, 
then (Nous voila quiites pour la peur) ! ’ — Seckendorf, finding 
nothing to live upon in Ober-Pfalz, could not attend Pidnce 
Karl farther ; but turned leftwards home to Bavaria ; made a 
kind of Second ‘ Reconquest of Bavaria ’ (on exactly the same 
terms as the First, Austrian occupants being all called-off to 
assist in Bohmcn again) ; — concerning which, here is an 
Excerpt : 

‘Seckendorf, following at his leisure, .md joined hy the Hessians and 
Pfalzers, so as now to exceed 30,000, leaves Prince Karl and the rest of 
the enterprise to do as it can ; and applies himself, for his own share, as 
the needfulest thing, to getting hold of Bavaria again, that his poor 
Kaiser may have where to lay his head, and )>ay old servants their wages. 
Dreadfully exclaimed against, the old gentleman, esi)ocially by the 
French co-managers ; “ Why did not the old traitor stick in the rear of 
Prince Karl, in the difficult passes, and drive him prone, — while we went 
besieging Freyburg, and poaching about, trying for a bit of the Brisgau 
while chance served I ” A traitor beyond doubt ; probably bought witli 
money down, thinks Valori. But, after all, what could Seckendorf do? 
He is now of weight for Bilronklau and Bavaria, not for much more. 
He does sweep Biirenklau and his Austrians from Bavaria, clear out (in 
the course of this October), all but Ingolstadt and two or three strong 
towns, — Passau especially, “which can be blockaded, and afterwards 
besieged if needful.” For the rest, he is dreadfully ill-off for provisions, 


* Her leUeis (CEuvrts de Fridiric^ xxvii. i. 133, etc.). 


’ Ranke, iii. 187. 



incapauje oi tiie icast attempr on I'assau ^as r rieunon urgeo, on nearing 
of him again ) ; and will have to canton himself in home-quarters, and 
live by his shifts till Spring. 

‘ The noise of French censure rises loud, against not themselves, but 
against Seckendorf : — Friedrich, before that Tolpateh eclipse of Corre- 
spondence ’ (when three of his Letterbags were seized, and he fell quite 
dark), 'had too well foreboded, and contemptuously expressed his 
astonishment at the blame both were well earning : Passau, said he, 
cannot you go at least upon Passau ; which might alarm the Enemy a 
little, and drag him homewards? “Adieu, my dear Seckendorf, your 
Officer will tell you how we did the Siege of Prag. You and your 
French are wetted hens (poufes mouillees)" — cowering about like drenched 
hens in a day of set rain. “ As I hear nothing of either of you, I must 
try to get out of this business without your help,” ’ — otherwise it will be 
ill for me indeed ! * ‘ AVliich latter expression alarmed the French, and 

set them upon writing and bustling, but not upon doing anything.’ 

' Prince Karl had crossed the llhine unmolested, in the clearest moon- 
light, August 23d-24th ; Seckendorf was not wholly got to Heilbronn, 
September 8th ; a pretty way behind Prince Karl ! Tlie 6,000 Hessians, 
formerly in English pay, indignant Landgraf Wilhelm ' (who never could 
forgave that Macchiavellian conduct of Carteret at Hanau, never till he 
found-out what it really was) 'has, this year, put into French pay. 
And they have now joined Seckendorf;® Prince Friedrich’ (Britannic 
Majesty’s Son-in-law), 'not good fat Uncle George, commanding them 
henceforth -with extreme lack of profit to Prince Friedrich, to the 
Hessians, and to the French, as will appear in time. These 6,000, and 
certain thousands of Pfalzers likewise in French pay, are now with 
Seckendorf, and have raised him to above 30,000 ; — it is the one fruit 
King Friedrich has got by that “Union of Frankfurt,” and by all his 
long prospective haggling, and struggling for a “Union of German 
Princes in general.” Two pears, after that long shaking of the tree ; 
both pears rotten, or indeed falling into Seckendorf, who is a basket of 
such quality ! “ Seckendorf, increased in this munificent manner, can 
lie still do nothing?” cry the French: “the old traitor!” — “I have 
no magazines,” said Seckendorf, “ nothing to live upon, to shoot with ; 
no money !” And it is a mutual crescendo between the “perfidious 
Seckendorf” and them ; without work done. In theNurnberg Country, 
some Hussars of his picked-up Lord Holderness, an English Ambassador 


® Excerpted Fragment of a Letter from Friedrich, — (exact date not given, 
date of Excerpt is, Donauworth Country, ajd September 1744), — which the 
French Agent in Seckendorf s Army had a reading of [Campapies de Coignv, iv, 
185-187 ; ib. 216-219 : cited in Adelung, iv. 225). 

® Espagnac, i. 13; Buchhok, ii. 123. 
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efTcdd, he went b> fir:.! > ■ .• »- ' • ' 

eiu‘mrni}i;e hi'< ittrti nts.ki •••■d . .V..I 

all nm'iiilfraliuK'* b« nunt an -i »* ■* >'■ ■■■ ' ■” >' 

]KHir iiinn. Hut tU*- i'-b ■ 

ttliel Uitii, he «*«* ui't *•*'“ *>.» ui ’-.-h . * I**'*! 

but lillle he en-r A ‘ K-n.^ t;? 

his Father ami he; K^w ?'>.-*• lu .% .»• • »:,r.s 

high, silUt* the Ihlltte |if }1 • uKrjsi! asi.i 

Cil A V i l H J 

UtUil I't-'.n t<» i sii! 

lUS .MOl.llAlt fuSMl iHt'i \u S J 1! £ 

OxK tUttV r«ue_\ «*h.il I'sk A; ,. 5»'5 ; ■ • « '■ • 

head llml I’riiUT K<«! ln>i. -,t. , i •. • • 

acrOKH, by Ihtw I'oa'H"’ ft»»i th*- (•':«. '. i U ■■> 

the rirelo of ml<i jn:;. *.:<.■,* a-’A Ua’’ . i -! *«;.t 1 

niagn'/.iiiw;' heanl, iitutnisvr, shr ''n .. 3, rii.fitiu 

uiuler WeiiM’iifel’t, erimmg li»r SI,!.?’. \1 ''3. 3, . > 

by Kgcr aiul KnrUU-ul rrg» 

(bouiul by 'rifivlv l«> ttse It j;* St'. <s!, .«i. 

iuvotltHU; ami lunnt litialU, «!»at < suites fitta <e s f j i 
the said I’riiieo Karl in {nrr-sosi jdiaitjig f.it H !«> 3, ■ > 
seen his ndvrtiu’<sl g»mnl,' tiHixiu* sisi.irj « a»> i « 3.5 ! 

few iiiikm off'. Few mtle^ ,«!V, mk flu- ,.!3jri s-.fr ,.i St Li 
—of unknown »lri-ngllu hi>fi!<!i i»» fh'- ru* ■ .> 

of Pantlours, 

Supprcusing nil the rngrt i»»«l i <»!'.us»! t*!!.- t. 
uceclful for the iiiouienl. Fnrdn.h |8». »-A,3 i., M ‘ 

Tern) dashea across the M«il.!rt3ii, h. «r\ p.-. .»■ K.':! s«. < 
place indicated, ami nt OUVS' liUiS ^ , 

^ A.t MiiQiiiii a 4 ' !| i* ' » 4 ^ 


■v'ill Ih' tt, a'liutiy for all thiiifjpi. IVintx- Karl i« not 
nor wan; tiu* imlirnlion Inul bwn falMo ; l-’rialrirh 
***'‘*''^* ft* ““ jHirpo.se. I’riiu'e Karl, 

^lien Ininw for certnin, has erovstsl tlie Mohiau farllier 
iHirthwunl, belmn’ii Praj' unci ua, Menna to 
ti'* which ia our founluin of life in 

ciix’uuutanm ? That i« his intention; -‘Old 'I'raun, 
ht* his trade ! ' thinks I'Vicdricb. 

'rat***’ ^**‘**'‘'*'> dilif(enlly forming magazines, all the 

b’ him, in the 'Pown of llene.sehau, hillier 
tits *’* >'''*‘'Hwa, .some wceuly miles north of us, an im- 

'I'osMi where roads meet : unless vre ran get bold of 
j^uf.-iflian, it will be ill with us beiv ! At'ro.s,s the Uiver 
^niii t F'de ; ami let us ha.slen thither, 'Phut is an 

Piiit* whirli must, be IcaiktHl to; and ’.ina'd is neecssarv ! 

’bter fiiur tln)a einliotc la tlris nmimer, Priedrieli 

•if'tly ‘'•■‘“'•ea Oisrsnls ‘faliiir Brjstn, to tlwliia (o'er on the l.u«ehnili«, 
ID tTturrlOi Itiero to rolteet iiiiiit«»tf fur lleaesilmii soil lha olhor ia* 
irat'*f*' 'f"«i«r<lK 'Palmr iiaHia ; liy lilo llri'lKe of Molilnii Teiii ; cliiiuU 
l*j»f tdoiir l«rKrr rlinitt* than ii»u#l, linoKloft riiiiml ; liiiltlea liy 

Dt w»*o)ta till Krieilrirli ia aoiie Krieiliiiti lieiaa K"Ue, llieie oeriira the 
fiiic' MviJttu Trin, lum li lallitst nl in I’niooiBii Jhioks. t)|' wtilrli, ia 
trrsr»»e rnmtenoalitia, llila ia the eoapiH'e ; 

• (Jh.- WA. l-'ttr<trii ti oiirp off to llwliin, the I'antliair elmaia gallier 
)tl<a resrfjManl aeal tl«y «t ‘1‘ein ltriit({P here, to the oioalier of aluail. 
.WKI ' (foaoiar riamta 1 4,tw«i) ; ' onl witli tle«|teirtte intent, Had more 
jLrl4».irlty ilian aaimt. «Ufl«U iho Tem llrid)in Party, whlrli ronaials of 
;!,issi ({teaadiera nad laia»»ta, the wtaile antler Ziellien'a ehtirae, 
to wait for » e»t^u of Itread wsguiia here. "Defeail ytair 
i<l#ctc», wait raaaon, with raae «htii ; " that ia what llio ^reaailiera do, 
le t*saridiiMr rlniid, with horrid taora eat in it, drawe liailt out of thin; 
en |»ltia(!ea at the Uuer ilwlf, wlilrh ran tto ridden almvo or lieliiw ; 
le* it, (laiutis, by tlie tloataaiid ; "Off with your iafaiitry ; i|ait the 
tru-a Zietliea to hla (‘a}itaiii lliere: " Uetire yiai, I’arlltinii 
o ; ifiriie «teady,“ laders /leltura . " It i« to tie liojird iiar hanoar# l aii 
*l with t)ii« mad d*>;,jefy !" And they tin it; rtiUinjt in with iron 
►etiallrie, wtUi (mriearaa tiiii uadiitted ; a wedHO of iriai lioitaars, willi 
*** W reaadlera rotiltnitBlty wlieelloif, libe a« many reayera aleady anmiig 
ml t4J«i*«d grant ; and gradiiatly giro llio I'anduiiia eiioiigli. .Hwvea 
«t~» of it, In all: "of tlieir aixty lartrolgeii lliB greitatlier* iiad fired 


fifty-four/' will'll it ciiilt'd, iiliimt 7 p.m. I'liu rmiiiitj< lirc^il 
gettiii« word, (mil tu ciut tlicir Inavi'n iiitn tlio llinT (»«<1 to tJiiiik of) ; 
1111(1 iiiiiko for lli'i'liiii nl tlu'ir Hwifti'st. Hut tlio rt'aijjoHnt jf't off with 
ItM (?iiiw, In lliii vii’lorioii'i mniiiu'r ; tlmiika to Major tiriioral "/wllirii, 
Coloiiol Ilt'iiHi'li, and tlio otlitWH fiimiTiit’il.* 

'Ziollicii ImiiiUi'ln Ium Mnjnr tii'iii'ralty iti tliia lino way ;• a timn who 
liAU lind iiroiiiotimi, ami nlNii has had tiolio ; and iimy »j{aiii rntori to 
have iioiio : and ia whin to do oillii'r way. Nouw nimd, my I'li oUstit 
tmdt frii'iid ! Ziotlirii in fivo niid dotty jtolii' ; Inw « fai o wliu li la Ima'iltfu! 
to me, ifiiillftll ono of tim ronrm"il. Ftii'i' tlii ii o liiim'«t, inltli aloli idMuglird 
with tlniUKhta which nnt well kopl niloiit tthw tluuiKlila, imlcrd, hnoh' 
thomafllcw ttioally iiinrticninto ; thon({hl« of a Btniidr hcatlrd, toiu h 
I'lidiirltiif, hill ti'iHlicn'd aim of Iron wild oat iiioal) ; dci idrdi) rather 
likonhlo, with ita Innily-liniigiiift iindor lip, ami rcai>cit«h!a tmar ®kin 
('.yliiidur iilop,' 

Fr'u'tlrii'h in funr Huttlf from Priiur Ktnly in (hr Mol, inti 
Cotiiifrif.i ; niititniy mciiif^ (ii (hr Mkill oj' Vi 'tn,r A'liilor of 
tilil Friilmnrxrhitll 'rntun; luix to rriiir Uhiiul (hr .S’litiuiii, 
niul tiltiuiiiliii/ Mfnul (hr FMx\ tri(h miirh hilxnn in film 

Octuhrr MM-lIKA.* Jirlrnit from llo-hin /'.I'or t’oKiifry to //onuH-tUtu 
* * 'ThoHii I’niiilimra givo iia Irmildo rnongli ; mi .Magasum Imte, no 
living to hit hnd in thiu ('nniitry hriido them. I nfotimiato t olonri 
dnhtiUH wont out from 'riihnr Inlcly, to look alter rr'ioiatlioimd grama 
infinitu I’aiidimra act upon him' (Mnhlhaiiacn la tlm mpmorahlo jda* <>) , 

' JfthnuH woM (ihHtiinilo (ton iihatiimlo, lliinka l■‘ru'l^tll h), and jKitiohrd on 
tho ground, hit find ‘d*Ml nf Ida.’ Nay, imxi, a awartn ol them ranm to 
Tiilior Itaidf, Nndn»li nt Ihidr head ; to try wlmtlmr ’ral«if, v«>iU t!a amatl 
garriaon, rmild not lu» CHcnlndcil, and porlmpa Hrnup llrnn, who Ilea eitk 
tliiir#, ho tnkmi? ‘i'nhor Iniighl llmiii amitlmr lr»oon ; aeiit timin liomo 
with liowdK hrnkon ; which Kricilrich lliinka «aa an roilrriiirl!i aotialdo 
thing, lint AO it HtainlH ; Hero hy tlm thoimaiid and tlm ten ihotmaiid 
they hang round na t and Hrinco Karl It ia oi all thm^a ne.rs 6 a.ary wo 
got hold of that llt'imachnn, and llm MagnAiim ho ia gathrmij} ihrrr i 
MUpltllly la indioimnMnhlo, and yet how 1(1,11 Tahor ' Wo hara 
dfitnoliinanta nut at Ni'tiliniia, at lludwria, and in rnhor iiioi mm In 
hoaplUti, wlnnn tlioro aro no mean- of carrying. To Iravp ihmi to iha 

' fWdiiljti ittr Prtuiien, i. uhH; Orhch, ii. 55, 

' Hatent Eivri, him ' 3d OcUiWt 17^4,' mdy a w«k ago, -ai.d onjed u 
dated eight tiiomhii hack ' (Hwdcnhcck, i. in*;). 

’ eSuvris til Md/rie, ill. fit, 


I4th-i8th Oct. 1744] 

Tolpatclies ? Friecli-ich confesses he was weak on this occasion ; lie could 
not leave these 300 men, as was his clear duty, in this extremity of War. 
He ordered-in his Neuhaus Detachment; not yet any of the others. He 
despatched Schwerin towards Bencschau with all his speed ; Schwerin 
was lucky enough to take Beneschau and its provender, — a most blessed 
fortune, — and fences himself there. Hearing which, Friedrich, having 
now got the Neuhaus Detachment in hand, orders the other ITiree, the 
Budweis, the Tabor here, and the Frauenberg across the River, to main- 
tain themselves ; and then, leaving those southern regions to their 
chance, hastens towards Beneschau and Schwerin ; encamps (October 
18th) near Beneschau, — "Camp of Konopischt,” unattackable Camp, 
celebrated in the Prussian Books ; — and there, for eight days, still on 
the south side of Sazawa, tries every shift to mend the bad posture oi 
affairs in that Luschnitz-Sazawa Country. His Three Garrisons (3,000 
men in them, besides the three 300 sick) he now sees will not be able to 
maintain themselves; and he sends in succession ‘eight messengers,” 
not one messenger of whom could get through, to bid them come away. 
His own hope now is for a Battle with Prince Karl ; which might remedy 
all things.’ ’ 

That is Friedrich’s wish ; but it is by no means Traun’s, 
who sees that hunger and wet weather will of themselves 
suffice for Friedrich. There ensues accordingly, for three 
weeks to come, in that confused Country, a series of swift 
shufflings, checkings and manceuvrings between these two, 
which is gratifying and instructive to the strategic mind, 
but cannot be inflicted upon common readers. Two con- 
siderable chess-players, an old and a young ; their chessboard 
a bushy, rocky, marshy parallelogram, running fifty miles 
straight east from Prag, and twenty or fewer south, of which 
Prag is the north-west angle, and Beneschau, or the im- 
pregnable Konopischt the south-west : the reader must con- 
ceive it ; and how Traun will not fight Friedrich, yet makes 
him skip hither and thither, chiefly by threatening his victuals. 
Friedrich’s main magazine is now at Pardubitz, the extreme 
north-east angle of the parallelogram. Parallelogram has one 
river in it, with the innumerable rocks and brooks and quag- 
mires, the river Sazawa; and on the north side, where are 
Kuttenberg, Czaslau, Chotusitz, places again become im- 
* QSuvyes de Fr4dit‘U, ill. 68 - 64 . 
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portant in this business, it is bounded by another river, the Elbe. 
Intricate manoeuvring there is here, for three weeks follow- 
ing : ‘ old Ti’aun an admirable man ! ’ thinks Friedrich, who 
ever after recognised Traun, as his Schoolmaster in the ai-t of 
War. W e mark here and there a date, and leave it to readers. 

‘Radices October 21st-2id. At Radicz, a marcli 'to south-west of us, 
and on our side of the Moldau, tlie Saxons, under Weissenfels, 20,000 
eflfective, join Prince Karl; which raises his force to 69,614 men, some 
10,000 more tlian Friedrich is master of.*^ Prospect of wintering between 
Vie Luschnitz and the Sazawa, there is now little ; unless they will fight 
ui, and be beaten. Fi-iedrich, from his inaccessible Camp of Konopisclit, 
manoeuvres, reconnoitres, in all directions, to produce this result ; but 
to no purpose. An Austrian Detachment did come, to look-after Bene- 
schau and the Magazines there; but ra]>idly drew back again, finding 
Konopisclit on their road, and how matters were. Friedrich will guard 
the door of this Sazawa-Elbe tract of Country; hope of the Sazawa- 
Luschnitz tract has, in few days, fallen extinct. Here is news come to 
Konopischt : our Three poor Garrisons, Budweis, Tabor, Frauenberg, 
already all lost ; guns and men, after defence to the last cartridge, — in 
Frauenberg their water was cut-off, it was eigbt-and-forty hours of thirst 
at Frauenberg : — one way or other, they are all Three gone ; eight 
couriers galloping with message, 'Come away,’ were all picked-up by 
the Pandours; so they stood, and were lost. ‘Three thousand fighting 
men gone, for tlie weak ch.ance of saving three hundred who were in 
hospital !' thinks Friedrich : War is not a school of the weak pities. 
For the chance of ten, you lose a hundred and the ten too. Sazawa-Elbe 
tract of country, let us vigilantly keep the door of that ! 

^Saturday, October 24th, Friedrich out reconnoitering from Kono- 
pischt discovers of a certainty that the whole Austrian-Saxon force is 
now advancing towards Beneschau, and will, this night, encamp at 
‘ MarschowitZj to south-west, only one march from us ! On the instant 
Friedrich hurries back ; gets his Army on march thitherward, though 
the late October sun is now past noon ; off instantly ; a stroke yonder 
will perhaps be the cure of all. Such roads we had, says Friedrich, as never 
army travelled before : long after nightfall, we arrive near the Austrian 
camp, bivouac as we can till daylight return. At the first streak of day, 
Friedrich and his chief generals are on the heights with their spyglasses : 
Austrian Army sure enough ; and there they have altered their posture 
overnight (for Traun too has been awake) ; they lie now opposite our 
right flank ; “ on a scarped height, at the foot of which, through swamps 


* Orlich, ii. 66. 


null iiunf^iuiri'M, niUH n uimui) niiriinu I'lmiuirhruup un lum pi»up ; \nru 
riKht lliiiik mid (‘mil iirt* Niifo iMKiiigli. CJnM'ji rmiiul niid bwi tlirir li<tt : 

N'lithiiifc liul I’lipMi'H, MM'iiliiliy intrli'nrlftM I ^Vn iimy »hiiiildi>r m tim 
iind go Imiik t(i Ktiiiii{>iKi'lit ; no liiclit horo P Mju<iikiiih' 
(li'fi'iiHivi' ( 'iini|mi;;nM, Hiiyn Frioiirii'h dlclnrtinilly, yniim iifl('rwiird«, '' If 
uiu-h MiliintiiiiiM itro to iiiiHWcr llio |Mir|Hit<o iiitciiiliMl, tho front mid floiikM 
iiiiiHt lio ('i|imlly Hlroiig. luit llio «>«r ontlridy niu'ii, Sorh, for iii>ilniifi', 
iiro thoNn lioig'litM which Imre nil exlniniirc froiiti niul whime ilmikn nro 
fovcml hy mormon'* ; »» wios I’rince K»rr« Cnnijt nt Murwhinvit* in Uio 

ywir lya, with ltn front rovi'rotl liy h ulrcmn, niid tho win^s hy deep 
hiiliowH; or tiint o liloh we onnielvoii tlien orcupieil nt Ktniopiiicht/' nx 
you well ri'iiiemhi'r.* 

' (k'Mier “(I/A .ViuwiArr In/, 'I'he Hii/nwn l.ioichiilu irncl of Cooiitry 
in i|ilite loHt, tin'll; lout with dmimiteii ; the i|iirqtiiiii non Cnii no 
ki'i'p the Sii/nH« ICihe triirt? For nhonl llirci' nccKx more, I'riciltii'li 
Mtriijt((h'M for thnt olijert; riiiinot coinpnax timt either. W'unt of Imine 
provender in very Krenl ; eouitlry entirely entrli, any the pemmutx, mul 
not a trima |■|'lnllillill)(. Ortolier .'iltli, Friedrich Imo to croox the ■‘^iKawa ; 
we imiiit (|ii!t the door of that trnrt (liiiiiKer di irinji im), and Ii|?ht for the 
Interior in detnil. ‘rinoii (feU to lleiieurlmo in that rhi'a]i nay ; mid non, 
in helmlf of 'l‘rniiii. tlie pemmiita find fornite enough, lieing nenlona for 
Queen mid creed. I’niidour* »|ireBd llieiiixelveii ali over thlo >a/a«a 
Klhe roiintry ; endanger oiir anli»>i»triire>), inake onr lives iiiiiieiidtle. It 
i« the old atory : I'Viedrirli, famine and iiind mid niisciy of I'andonrn 
compi'Uing, liiei to retire iiorthnard, Klhe niir>l, ilo h hy im h ; nhilhei 
the AilMtrinn*i lidlow ot a mife diatmire, mid in npite of alt iniiioenu'Ing, 
rminiit lie got to tight. 

' Hlave tii'lienil Nusbiio, who miirli dinliiigiiishea liiiieo-lt in t|iin,e loui 
in'«»t'a, lia« (tliongli Frledrirli iIim’S not yet know Iti deiteiootily aeirerl 
Kolin, wenlnanl in tlni»e Ktlie parta. groniid thnt will he nol-.dde in 
yeara romifig. linportant little feat of Nasniii'a ; ol n hlch anon. Oiitiie 
iitlier lialid, mir Maganiiie nt I'nrdnliit/, ra-olnard on the Klhe, lo not out 
of tlmiger : I’andonrn and regiilnis and mid, " sixty of the I'niidotir 
kind itiagniaed aa jieaaaiita Irndiiig Imj larto,” made an attempt there 
lately; 1ml neie deteeted hy the vigilant f'tdoliel. and Idown to pieres, 
in tile tdrk of lime, aoine of litem arlimlly within llie gate.* Nay. a hody 
of Aiiatriaii regiilarn were In tul! inartii for Ixolin lately, intending to get 
Indd III tlie Klheilaeif at that point (midway helween I'tag and J’nidol-il/) . 
but the prompt (ieneral N'a«»au, m we leinarkril, liail atimk in helote 


* tt ntt/'i Jt h.’lhi,. III, hi, ; I Ulnli, n. l,y 

’ /Mr/fW./f.vn (alxiVe > ilr<l|, | .n 
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them - and now hold« Kolin ;-UioiikI'. i"r Hoverni <iay». ri i.-.iru n r.u.i.. 
not tell wlmt Imd liooomo of NoHnnii, owin^ to tlio KWNrn,« of 

'Friodrich, staiuliiifc with Ilia Imok to I’niff, witirli ia fifty imlr-i troiu 
him, and rather in need of hia aiipport than al.lo to Kivr him any ; and 
drawiiiff his meal from tho uncertain diatanro, with I’amlmir- hmcniiff 
round, -is in didiailt case. 'VVhilo old Trann is kept lominona mid 
day; the circumamhiont atmoaphero of I'nmiours i« tt'imhrifir to IVtrd 
rich,' keeps him in perpotiml midiiiKht. lie has to rend his position m 
M' lth dashes of lightnin;^, for most part. A heavy laden, wirely esnsper. 
atod man ; and must keep his hapKord miseries stiirtly aeeret ; who It t 
believe ho does. V^oro Valori here, it Is very po.sihU he miKht find tha 
countenance /tiroui;/iii aKain ; eyes Kloomy. N'n'einher morii' 

ingsl Schwerin, in a hulf, has gone home; Sinve ymir Nfalesty is 
pleased to prefer Ills young Durchlaucht of Anhalt s advice, «hal van 
an elderly servant (not without rlimiiiiatisins) do other.' "Vt'eH!" 
answers Friedrioh, not willt eyes cheered hy the plipiioinenon. The 
Klho-Saxawa tract, even Ihia looks as If It would he hard to keep, A 
world very dark for Frindrieh, enveloped so hy tlie ill rham ea ami the 
Pnndours. Ilut what help? 

'From tho French (lamp far away, there comes, dated 17th Ortoher 
(third week of their Siege of Freylmrg), tiy way of help to Fiiedtieh, 
magnanimous promise: "So soon as this Siege io done, wlmh wilt he 
speedily, though it is dlflicult, we pnipose to send lift) haltahons and a 
liuiidrod H(|undronH," say only (ID.IHKI horse and fool (not a hmd or lim 
of which over got that lenglli, on aeliially trying it-, " tonanU \Vr»t 
plialin, to hring Itio Kleclor of Kidn to reason" Ijiimr Kai»et‘s lankv 
Brother, who cannot stand tho From li prmediires, and has lulrly aidd 
himself, that is, sold his troops, to Kngland), 'ami keep the Ivnig ol 
England and tho Diiteh In cheek, ’ liy way of aiilatemenl to yoiir 
Majesty. Will yon indeed, you mngnaiiimmis Allien ' ‘Hna wa* jiti ked 
up by tho I’aiidours ; and 1 know not hut Friedrich was npatnl the oni*' 
less pain of reading It.* 

‘November \ti-0lb: PHedrirh hurt bhitiiun Kibe (‘ttuiitri, (tm. (>n the 
first day of Novomlior, here is a lightning tlaah whirh reveaU stmugr 
things to Frindrieh. Traun's late mammivringa, whnh hate Pern »ti 
enigmatic, to right and to left, upon I'rag and other poinin, iMue now 
in an ntlcrnpt towards I'nrduhitAj which reveals to Fttedrirh tho in- 
tontion 'rraun has formed, of forcing Ivim to choose one of those iwn 
places, and lot go tho other. Foriiiidnide, fatal, llnnka FViedrn h . and 
yet admirahlo on the parlofTrmin ; "a design heanlifnl and wtnthy of 
admiration." If wu stay near I’rng, what hecomps of our eommuniration 
with Silosia I what becomes of Silesia Itself;* If we gotowatds I'esdohits, 


* Orlkli, il. 7,i, 


I’ni-diihiU ; tliiuikii to N'ohkmi, tho Kiilin-l’tiriltiliU* nitul in oiir« !" 'nint 
in (limo, rnnluUiti hkvimI I'or tho ininiiiMit. (’oulil wo imw Ri't t<i 
KiitliMiliorK lii'foro tho old Mtiridiftl, liin di'xigii woro iivi'inot nltogoUior. 
Al««, wn I'lmnot mnrch ftt onfo, Imvo la wnit n day fur tlio lufiid. 
Forward, tiovi'i tlicli'NH ; and nKiiiu forward, and n},'aiii ; tlirro heavy 
rnarchea in Novcinhor wcnllior : let iim tnaho a fniirth fnreed iimreli, 
atari tomorrow before dawn, KrittenlmrK above all tbiiigM ! In vain; 
tomorrow, 4tb Kovembor, lliere la aueb a fo(f, dark as {amtloii it»elf, 
from hU in Ibe nioriiinK ouwardN, no alartiiiff till noon : and then 
ImpoMhible, with all onr elTorla, to renrh Kiitlenberp;. M'e liave to ball 
an elKbt miloa abort of it, in front of ivolin ; anil pitch tenta tbere. On 
tho morrow, flh Nnveinber, 'Fraun la fouml encamped, nimltmkable, 
between oh and onr object; ait* tbere, at bia eaMO in a friendly Country, 
with I’nmloiir whirlpool* tlowln)f out ami in ; an irreducible cane to 
Friedrich. November filb, and for three day* more, b'riedricb, to no 
pnrpoae, trie* bia ulnioat ; find" lie will have to ^i'o np the I'Ulie Hatawa 
rep;inn, like tho otliera. iMoinlay November Utli, l'*riedricb K«tbera 
blniaelf at Koliii; rniaae* the Klim by Kolin lirid^e, that day. I’ohit 
after point of llio K«me Koing a^^aiiial him.* 

Kolin wftit, of nuim', ivlltu'kftl, that Mtnuliu’ evi’ninp;, ao 
Hoon iiH Ihc imiiii Army ornaatal : btil, a« atnui n.a llm Army 
left, (Joiicml Nitaami Imd Inkmi hi* iin-nMiien; ninl, wilh hi* 
jri'i'iiL gmiH nnd Uia Hiiinll, Inmdleil tlir I’ninlmiri in n wiiy tlml 
pleiuied iiM.' 'riuu'Nilny night fiilUnv iiig, limy fintm liimk, 
with vegnliir gi'eniuliera tn sm]»iiml ; under elund uf night, 
in gtviil fnree, I’liHinn 'rieiu-k nl tin- In nil nf them : n fiighlfid 
jilienmnemm In windt nei'vea. Uiit lliia nhii Nmenm Ireuled in 
aiu'h n liery fm>hiim Hint it. vimi-herl witlumt reimn ; thtim 
Inmdred (lend left on the gnmnd, luitl rnliinn 'IVeiiek riding nir 
with luH own miwn lirnken, Inimtifid indigo fnet* alreftking 
iUelf into ^hi^hitm |m(tent, for the mmnent ! 

Kxeept. I’nrdntiit/, where nlao the dne ImtlAlioiia mre left, 
Friedrieli now liolda no jurat, annlh of the KIhe in this ijnin ter ; 
Mlhe Sii/uw'ii 'rrnel is gone like the otlmra, to nil njijienmnee. 
And we nutal now any, Sileain or I’rng ? I’linee I.fujHild, 
Comieil nfWnr Iteiiig held on tlm mutter, i* for kee|iing hold 
of I’rng; * I’ily to Icim’ nil the excellent sii-ge nitillerv we 
® (J itl. flH. 



business tlnit of Trug! tliiuks I’nnlneli hiuIIv to liini-rlf : 1ml 
what is I’rag and nrlillery, coinimmi to Silf-iu r I’luthiuu 
retreat into Silesia ; and let I'rag and Uie mlilleiy go; tlmt, 
to Fricdricli, is clearly the sure eomse. Or iH’vhnp>, the fatal 
alternative will not actually arrive 'i So long as riusluhilf. and 
Kolin hold ; ami we have the h'.llie for harrier 'I'roth is, 
Prince Karl has himself written to Court that, looing now 
pushed his Kuemy fairly over the Mllie, and a inter heing etmie 
with its sleets and slushes, ruinous to troops that have heeii so 
inarched about, the Campaign ought to enil ; uay, hi’- own 
young Wife is in perilous iiileivslitig firenmstniuTs, and the 
poor Prince wishes to he liome. 'Po whieh, however, it is 
again understood, Maria 'Pheresa has empliatiiiilly ausweirrl, 
‘ No, — finish first ! ’ 

jYo(Y')H//rr : ^Ye (hjtnil thr /.Vfn Ithvr, lisa |«is»eit 

liimsolf on tlio north hIkiio nl'tliu ICllu', iVtnn I'srilnMl/ tn ths nitirr onle 
of Kolin; inpiinB to dofemi tlmt nidi' of tin' Itiver, wlo’it' go llm Sdrninii 
roads. At llnlidcnetic, hIioi'I way across I'riuii I’linlnliitB, lio hiinaplf io; 
t’rinco Loo])old Is near Kolin : thirty miti’s ef river tn diiijitiln 
'Hie ooulrovorHy lasts ten days; cndH in /'•'/»• /VoiUj, •< i rlrtuaied 
'imssago,' in hooks and oUu'rvvisi'. Frinliicli is in «ti«ggy. inttnato 
country; no want of dingles, vvooils ninl i|tmKinlres ; iiii« and itieii 
pleasant placoH loo, here is Kladrii)i fur evanude, vslmtn mo J'allmr 
came three liimdred miles to dine willt llie Kaioer imce. the goMOm 
and colts are all olf at present; h’lilhi'r anti Kain-i are ett ; anil mii'h i® 
iihniigcd since then. tJrim tussle of M'ar imw ; alrety woil.'r, amt the 
tiiaiit Movmtains in the disUnire gelling cm their wliite Icmnln ' l-‘nrilfi( Ic 
doiilitless has liis tlioughts us lie rides np and down, in sigtci m Kl-v.triip, 
nniong other ))IaceB, settling niuiiy tilings; imt what lii« Uimiglils were, 
he is careful not to say except vvliere necessary. ,\fiii ti i« in l-e Icmke'l 
after, in tliis lliver controversy of Uiirly miles. 1 i. iaclimnita lir, «i 
intervals, all the way; nnd mounted sentries, a tieiiti)i evi-vv t»sr iiivIb®, 
patrol the llivor-baiik ; vigilant, we Imiie, as lynves, Ni. thing ran rffi** 
but alarm will ho given, nnd by degrres tiic tttmie I'tiissiaii fi.n e i.eniMm 
It, This is the (’irclo of Hiinlgsgr.il/, this that now he* tn fe.,r , ami 
happily there are a few Hussite* in it, mit utterly iniliaj«.si-,| tn d,, Imie 
spying for us, and bring n glimmering ofintelligeneis, imw ami lino 

It is now the second week tliat Friedrieh has lain ».i, with hi» mmmird 


jinlnilH ill moliiin, with hiH Ilutwilo «picH ; n;u«i'iliit(? ArKUH-liko Uiln 
thirty inih>n of lUvor ; luiil tlic AiiNtrinun ntU'iiijit nolhiiip:, or nothing 
witli ofTi'rt, If tho AoHtrimm go homo to tlioir winter-i|imrti'r>i, lui hojiM 
to iHHuo from Kolin agiiin lipforo Spring, imd to Hworp tlio KllnvSioiivviv 
'I’mct flour of thorn, uflor nil. Miiriu 'I'liorouu having iiiiMWoroil No, it lu 
likely tiio AuHtriuim will try to got iierowi : Ho vigilant tlierofore, yo 
loountoil uentrieii. Or will tlioy perliupH nmku nn iilttMopt on Prng? 
l'linnifilol, wlio lian no gnrriuon of tlio loimt adeijunoy, iippriueM mt Tliat 
'in nil tlio villngost round I’rng |n>iiplo nro Imuy milking ladderH,'-- wlmt 
oim that moan? Kriedrieli hna learned, hy intereeiilod letleru, that 
homelhing groat i« to ho done on U'edneHdny llUh : ho KOndH Hothonburg 
with reinforremont to I'iinHiodel, lout a Hrahiile of I’rag altould ho on the 
I'nrilH. Uolhenhnrg ia right welcome In the linoH of I'riig, though with 
reinforcement ulill inelferlunl ; hnt it iu not I’riig that ia meant, nor iu 
M'edneuday tho day. 'riirough tVedneaiiny, Fried rich, all eye and ear, 
fonlil ohuervo nothing ; iiiueh mnrrhiiig to inni fro on tho Auhtrinn aide 
of tho lllver ; hnt apparently it eomeM to nothing? The mounted patrolH 
had bettor ho vigilant, however. 

On the morrow, Ti a.m., w hat ia thla that la going on ? Andihle hnoming 
of cannon, of imiaketry anti luittlo, echoing through the wooda, pcnetratoa 
to Friedrich'a tiuartem at Ilohdenebc in the I’arduhiU region : Attack 
upon Kolin, Nnatau dcfentling hiniHolf there? Out awift acoiiU, and 
aco ! Many acoiili galluji out; hut none ciuiim hack. Frleilrlch, for 
hmira, haa to remain nneerlain ; can only hope Naamiu will ilefend him- 
aelf. Iloom go the dlalaiil vnlleyinga ; im ecout cornea hiick, And It 
Im not NanHau or Kidin ; it ia ttomethlng worae : very glorloua for I’rimMlan 
valour, hnt rnlouoi to thia < 'ainjialgn. 

'I'he AuHlriana, at t! o'clock thia meriiing, .AiiNtrlaiiH and .'aiiMniN, came 
in great force, in ileail alienee, to the nouIIi hrink of the River, oppOHile 
a plaee called 'J'einitA (I'dhe TeinilA), ten niile"i cnat of Kidin ; that «a« 
tho fruit of their marching yeaterday. They hbI there forhidden to 
apeak, to aiimke tidioeco or ilo nnythhig hnt hreolhe, till all waa ready ; 
till jiontooiiH, rannona had eome up. and Nome gleam of dawn had 
broken. At the firat gleam of dawti, an tliey are ahoving down their 
]iontoon hoaln, there cornea a * ll Vr du, Who goea?' from our I'ruHaian 
patrol Bcroaa the River. Receiving no anawer, he Urea ; and la hliOMdf 
almt down, due tt edelt, Ifedeil and Ziethen, who keep wafeh in tida 
part, atari iiiataoll) at aonnd of tlieae ahoU ; and make n dreadful day of 
it for thece invasive .'stiv.on and Aii«lrian multilndea. Ntdorally, too, 
lliey aelid off aconln, galloping for noire help, to the right and to the left, 
lint that aviiiU loit Wild doggery of I’aiolnnra, it would aeem, have 
already awum or waded the River, nhove Telnit/. oiol below : ‘ Want of 

vigilance!' hark# Iricdiich ioijoiliently ; hut aoch « doggery ia ilillicolt 


aro nlvcady liCHHt with riintiinirs ; (<\i«ry m-Kiit nctu ixu Miifu : miu m 
east or to wust tlioro coimoh no iii'w* lint mi I'l luhiiK nt iiiu«ki-try, » Umni 
of distant r.aimoiu’ Saxim-AiiHlrimi ImttnliniH, I'nnr nr liso, with no 
lindtod iirtlllory goitiK, ivr.vK.* tVodidi'M niir lialinlimi. vtitli mn»l»i'lty and 
Ziotlion'a luifiHars: it i« fourfol odtlx. Tlio I’ninMaiia slmnl tn it liko 
horoBS ; doggedly, for four lumrM, coiUinttt* tlm ll^•.^<u^l^ till it la fairly 
deajioralo ; ‘two liridgos of the enemy '« now lliiiNhnl ' ; wluni-m.iiu they 
iiiaiKUiivro olf, with I’lirlliian or l'ni<«iiau euniilenmo e. into the wooda, 
safe, towards Koliii ; ' deHnalrliing definite neoi to I'nedrh h, wliu h dutw 
arrive about 11 a.m., and sots him at once on new meamrea ‘ 

This is a prtial font in the I’misimt inilitnn nnnals ; fut 
whicli, sad as tint news was, Wtshdl yfut llm nunif c«f I .ftmitW 
attached to liiin by Fricdriclt liimsflf. Ami ituhiii it is a 
gallant piiasago. of war; ‘Forcing of the Kiln- nt Ti-initr ’ ; t>f 
which I could give two Narratives, one fnmi llie fiteenan, ntnl 
one from tliu Saxon side;'* tlidaetie, aiiiitonlloiy to the 
military mind, nay, to the eivic muler that has symjiathv with 
heroisms, with work done tmitifully, ami teirur and tianger 
and didlculty well trampletl under font. Leoniiiai Wedrll 
has on admirable silence, too; itml Zielln-n's la/ih liangiitg 
undcr-lii) is in its old altitmle again, mm that the spasm is over 
‘ IFns lliiUnf They are aeioss, withmil a tlmihl. We wtiithl 
have liclpcd it, ami eoulil not. Steady ! ’ - , 

Friidrh'h'n Hi'lrt'iU ; rxfH't'iKlh/ Kiiiwthr.i jiimi /’■ly.'" 

Seeing, then, that they arc fairly over, Fiiedrnh, with 
a creditable veraeity of mimh sees also that the game is 
done; and that same night In* begins mameinritig timaitis 
Silesia, lest far more lie lost by eontimiing tlie plav. On,- 
column, under I<copoli( the \ mmg lli ’ountfi', goes ihimigU 
Glatz, takes the Maga/ine of ranbibit/. along sMih it : goml to 
go in several eolumns, Ihe enemy will less kmm wlmh to ehan-. 
Fneduch, with another column, vvil! nail for Nasnau alKiut 

‘ Otlich, it 83-85. 

* Scyfurlb, /Itj'/aft, 1, 595'9lll MiWm it 1175 Ht. 
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Konigsgriitz, then go by the more westerly road, through 
Nachod and the Pass of Braunau. Nassau, who is to get 
across from Kolin, and join us northwards, has due rendezvous 
appointed him in the Kdnigsgratz region. Einsiedel, in Prag, 
is to spike his guns, since he cannot carry them ; blow-up his 
bastions, and the like ; and get away with all discretion and 
all diligence, — north-westward first, to Leitmeritz, where our 
magazines ai’e ; there to leave his heavier goods, and make 
eastward towards Friedland, and across the ‘ Silesian Combs ’ 
by what Passes he can. Will have a difficult operation ; but 
must stand to it. And speed ; steady, simultaneous, regular, 
uni'esting velocity ; that is the word for all. 

And so it is done, — though with difficulty, on the part of 
poor Einsiedel for one. It was Thursday I9th November, 
when the Austrians got across the Elbe : on Monday 23d, 
the Prussian rendezvousings are completed ; and Friedrich’s 
column, and the Glatz one under Leopold, are both on 
march; infinite baggage- wagons groaning orderly along (‘ sick- 
wagons well ahead,’ and the like precautions and arrange- 
ments), on both these highways for Silesia : and before the 
week ends, Thursday 26tli, even Einsiedel is under way. Let 
us give something of poor Einsiedel, whose disasters made 
considerable noise m the world, that Winter and afterwards. 

‘ The two main columns were not much molested ; that which wont by 
Glatz, under Leopold, was not pui'sued at all. On the rear of Friedrich’s 
own column, going towards Braunau, all the way to Nachod or beyond, 
there hung the usual doggery of Pandours, which required whipping-off 
from time to time ; but in the defiles and difficult places due precaution 
was taken, and they did little real damage. Truchsess von Waldburg’ 
(our old friend of the Spartan feat near Austerlitz in the Moravian-Foray 
time, whom we have known in London society as Prussian Envoy in by- 
gone years) ‘ was in one of the divisions of this column ; and one day, at 
a village where there was a little river to cross (river Mietau, Konigsgrat* 
branch of the Elbe), got provoked injudiciously into fighting with a body 
of these people. Intent not on whipping them merely, but on whipping 
them to death, Truchsess had already lost some forty men, and the busi- 
ness with such crowds of them was getting hot ; when, all at once a loud 
squeaking of pigs was heard in the village,’ — apprehensive swineherd 


Hastily poniiiiift ill" ■ - ■ • 

whioli tho I’anilmii- mullitmto KiuliU'nly imuhi's. .luiti IikIiUiik, «mi1, 
struck by u now ontliiiKiiimn, riislnw uiiolly into Itii' v illax'’ ! 
Truchscssj in a triij^i-comio liunumr, virt(iriou>i, bul^ Imii a'llmun't! i>f 
Iiimsolf.' In llio bo({inniiifr of Doroiiiln'r, biii'ilrifli •< i nlumn (Ciu luMl 
homo, by 15rnimiiu tlirouKli this .Mimntniiw, Ibo »iiy put of it haU 
come in AunuKt; not iiuito «» brilliant in miniiimcnl n.m ii* then. 

Mt was upon Kinaioilul'n poor (JiirriMiti, IcasinK I’ld^ in »iin!i hBili'. 
tlmt tho real strosa of the rclroal foil ; itx ililliciiliiox jEtoi.l in>loml. ami 
its losses groat. Kinsiodol ilhl ohnl «as |iox.til.lo ; but all tlmi«» asro not 
possible on a srook's svnriiing. IIo spikoil Kroat Kun«, xlo.t.k l■n.li.'.s 
humlroihvcights of powder, and HMHmi Kliniil of Brtn», ini.i tho Unt r; 
he retiulsitione.d Uorsos, oxou, svilhoot nuinber ; put ntitios iiiolor tho 
bastions, almost none of which went olf with eilo. t. lie kept I’rag 
accurately shut, tho rragiiers accurately in the dark ; took hi. moa.nre* 
prudently; and laboured night and day. One uu-a.uto I m.io ol h»u : 
stringent Proclamation to tho inlmhilnnt. of I’rag. "Provi.o.ii j,..ir 
selves for throo months; nothing but atanatem ah.ad olhrt«..e." 
Alas, wo are to stand a fourth siego, then.' »a.v the Piaguri., Hut 
whoro are provisions to bo had ? At such and «in h jdav e» ; Imm the 
lloyal iMagav-ines only, if you bring a ceitilicste and reatly tnonei I 
Whoroby KinHiodel got delivered of hl« meal msKa-une, for one thing, 
But his diflicullies otherwise wore immen»e. 

'On tho Thursday morning «(Ilh Ninember 1711. he maii lie.l, Hni 
wagons had begun the night before; ami uetil all night, rinnliting nm. 
tinuous (AnonymouH of I’rag’ hearing them well), through the Kailil.or, 
north-west gate of Prag, ncrosH the Mohlaii Hriilge. AH inghi a. i..« 
that bridge, — Leilmerit/. road, groat road to the north »eai foHoxed 
finally by the marrh of horse and fiuil. Hot news had already tied 
abroad. Pivo hundred Pandotirs were in the t ity. hacked hy the 
Butchers’ lads and other liotoiis (Irfimlrl, hehue the rearguard gut 
away. Sad lugging and wriggling in ciui»ei|urm e, luuili lunig ftoiu 
windows, and uproarious cliaos ; so that Itotheuhuig had at lo.i to 
remount a coujilo of guns, and blow it off with ctwe .hot. A drilled 
Prussian rearguard htriiggling, with stern roni|H>aure, through a teal 
bit of burning chaos. W'illi effoct, tltoiigli not withuul dillo ulty. Hero 
is the econo on tho Moldan Bridge, and past that high Utadai hm ’ ina&. 

* (Kuvns <fe FrUilrU, iii. •]\ 

’Second ‘ I.tUtr from a (,'itirrii, eie.' (dale, 3;ih K.-.n..! ft- uij-jS. 
p. 17 ), in Ihliitn-dfschuhk, ii, ti8i 88. 

’ Old Palace of the Iloliciiiian King, (ptoiiuuiu.c A.wrS.fru;; oor of iha 
iteepcit Royal Sites in the world. 


Ui IJUUUlIl^n t HlJi nut tuu ani« '»*»*/> " ”” 

liilal fiiroHi'll If it durot. Uivor ia onvi'ii'il willi 1‘iiiidmirx lirlufj out of 
houlH ; Hi'idgu luioumlii'rod to liminuMnliility by for»ttki'» waifiimi, tlu> 
(irivoM of wliich lind cut tmoen mid run ; hIioI coiucx overhead from 
tlio llriulHchiii on our loft, much hIioI, lufuiito tumult all round ; 
thoroughfiiri' impOMHiblo for Iwo-whimlud vehicle, or men in rank. 
“Unit 1” crh'« Colonel UnnuleM, who hn« clmi'KO of the IhiiifT ; dividcN 
them in three; "l'’ir«l one imrty, deni with tlu'Ho rlverdionlH, that 
I’mutour do|fKory ; necond piirly, pull Iheno ntrny wiikouh to riKht mul 
loft, mnkiuff the way clenr ; third jmrly, dr»({ our own wnt(ona forward, 
Khoulder to Hhiift, mid yoke Ihem out of Khol riinice ; you, CnpUin 
CiirlowiU/' mul cuUm tuenty voliinleern to >{0 with Ciirlowit*, mul dnm 
their own cannon, ‘‘Htep you forward, keep the gate of that llradarhin 
tiil we nil jmaH." In IhiH manner, ra|)id, hard of htroke, clear headed 
mid with Htern rcKuhirity, drilled Inleiil getn the liiiriiiiig Ne»«uii‘'iihirt 
wriggled-olf : mid trnmpH aucreHHfiilly forth with lln lioggagei, Ahoul 
n A.M., IhiH rearguard of llrande'i'M did; Niuiuld have lieeii at aeveu. 
right well that it could he nt nil. 

' ICliiHiodel, rtllor tliiH, got tolernhiy well to [H'ilmerila ; left hlti heavy 
hiiggitge there; then turned at an nciilo angle right ea>.lwnrd, townrdM 
the KiluHinu (kimhu, na ordered ; hIIH n good neveiity milcH to do, ami the 
w witiior goltlug Hiiowy mul the daya towarda their Hhorteat, \VorHe atill ; 
old WelHHenfelK, now- in I'rag with IiIh .SaxoOH, in aware that I'hiiHieilel, 
liefore eiuling, will touch on a wild high lying corner of the laniHit/i 
whicli Ih .Saxon Country; and Ihillierward \t'ei>i>.enl'eln hna deHimtclied 
Chevalier do .Saxe tin plenty of time, Novemher illUli), with horne and 
foot, to waylay ICiieiiedel, mid Idock the eniranro of tlie .Sile«inn 
iMountainH for liim. Whereupon, in the latter end of hi*< long imtiih, 
and iiimoNt within night of home, eieuien tlie iinnient Inunh of nil for 
Kiiixledel. And, in the ileNolation of that rugged Hill ciMintry ol tlie 
IgniMitu, " //(icAicoW (Cpper tCold),” twenty or mine milcu tVom ilohemiaii 
Kriedlnnil, from IiIh enlrmico on tlm Miiuiilmii Ihwiier and .silenUn 
Comhi, there ere Bceiie«, wliich gave ruie to a t imitMarlial iHifore 
long. inir unexpectedly, on the winter aflennion tl’cremlier lull), 
Kinniedcl, Htrnggliug among tiin muiwa ami twtlileo^ llllla, cnme<i ujhiii 
Clievnller de Haxe and hia .Saxon Petai hmenl, entrenched with trees, 
Himw-redonlitH, and a hollow hog dividing n« ; plainly nnaasaiUlile ; 
mid idttndH there, withmil covering, wilhont " linnl, tire, or salt," naya 
one Kye w itneiM, "for tlie Bparo of limrteen iionta." CaJiiig gloinmly 
into it, excliaiiging a few allots, iiineilain what more In do; ilie iinnh 
dnldtatiiig KInaiedel. " At winch the men were wi diognated amt eii 
raged, tliey dewrted" (the fnieign part of itiem t fam > I "In gteiips 
at a time," saya tlie ahe\e lAe witnewi. Not to tiiiiik what hecame of 



losB, in nil kiiiilM, vrm very fiinMiilrrnlilt'. N'nudii. ilrsji.U. lij 
lycopold out of (ilnU, frmn Him ntlii'i- "iiio of ttio ftimki, i« mari hiiit; ti 
liolp liinsioilel ; --tthei kmiwn, »l Uiin mitinPiU. whoro i>r vilnllit'r«.iiil; 
For the pcaanntu nro nil ngnliint ui ; luir vurv Kutiii'i ilr»i-ri, nint Fm iuiu 
spies, "Push to the left, over the Hm'hwnlil lop. miiat iint «re:'" thiiiki 
Einsiedol: " Hint is Isuisilie, n Stixiui t'oiiiitry; wud -‘'.i\i>iiy, ilmuKh Ihr 
Saxons alnud entrenched here, H illi the knife at niir ihrnat, are imt at 
war with usj oh no, only allies of her .Majeaty of Hnna'arr. «iul neutral 
otherwiso!" And liere, It is too clear, llie ( heialier ile Sane otanil" 
entrenched behind his trees and aiunr ; and it is the i«n!i<-etul( hour, 
men doaorliiiK hy tho hundrwi, without fire and ititiooit salt . and N'«»*aii 
is coming^j — God knows by what road ! 

'Einsiedol pushes to the left, the Itorhwald wav ; iind<i in ilie limb 
wald too, n Saxon {'onimandant wailitiK him, witli arnisstin tlr ohnnlderrd. 
"And wo winnol pass tliron((l< this moor skirt of Ijunots. aay vmt. then:'" 
"Unarmed, yes; your muskets ran roine in wattona altor ymi, ' rejdie* 
the Saxon (Commandant of l^ansit*. '‘‘niouiuind thanks, Herr t om 
mamlant; hot wo will not (five you all that troolile," anowpr Kmaiedel 
and his PniNsiatis ; "and marrh on, inerwlitdinliiff hiio «itli j«dite 
1108808," says hVledrirh ; tlie B]iproai h of N‘a»aaii, aionr all, Iwinjf a 
atrliiffent oivility. Gf emirse, dospatrh is very re>|insite In Enuirdel ; 
tho (,'hovnlier, witli his force, heinjf still wiiliin Imil llm I'toanans 
march all nl|{ht, with pilch-links llariiiK, iiiKhts tl think) of the Idlli 
16 th Docomlior I 7 d 4 , up nmoiijf the loK’lilainla there, foKh'eil holtrri>*es 
of the Silesian Cumhs; a siffht enoiiKh to asiionsh ItoheMhl, if ha 
happened to he out! As (food chance would have it, NaoMu and 
Eiualodol, hy preconcert, partly tiy lucky (fuesa of tlieir own, «or« 
hurrying by tho aamo rood: three heaven rendtiiif • lieero t lieceml.er 
Kith) when wo got sight of Nassau ; and find iliai here U land ! 
Docomlior Kith, wo arc across, liy lliickersdorf. not far (torn Frieil 
land (lldhmisch FrIodlamI, not the ,‘sile»ian Hit»n of tliat name, once 
Wallonstoln's) ; -and rojoico now to look hack mi lahoot done ' * 

Thaso were inlrinUe atniiinf mviics, miu'li tnlki-.l uf nt the 
time; lloUienburg, iijclv Wnlrave, Hnckf, ninl olhcc kmiwii 
figures, cottcented in tlieni, vSceiiea in which FrinUich is juit 
well informed ; who imtfli hlnniefl Kinsimicl. an he in ajil to 
do the unsucceraful. Aramnla exist. Imth fniiti the I'niasiiui 
and from the Kaxon aide, tleciiihernhle with itnhisln, ; imt 
now worth deciphering to Kiiglish remlera. Only thnt liiwl 

‘ JStUi>hGtichi<hU, ii, ilHi-90, 11911)4 ; l-tLhki^4, 1 4?S Joi, 


J 


^ r» - » • ^ 

N(m.snu, dwells volutitiirily in one’s memory. Atid is the 

farewell of Kinsiedel witlml. Frieilrieli liiames him lo (lie 

last: though a ('mirt -Martini had sal on his rase, some 
months after, and honourably actjiiitled him. (Joiul lailiit, 
silent iMUsiedel ;■ ami in some months more, he went to a 
still higher court, got still stricter justice: I do not hear 
expmssly that it was the winter marches, or siruin of uiiiui ; 
hut ho dietl in IT-k*) ; and that Hare of pitch-linlis in 

lUihev'.ahl’s country is the last scene of him to ns, and the 

oiul of Friedrich’s uuforlunale First Fxiiedilion in the .S-coml 
Silesian \\'ar. 

‘h'dileil, ultimately, then, on every juiint ; a totally ill- 
onlered game on our part ! F.videiitly we, for our part, have 
lieen altogether in the wrong, in varimis essential [larticulais. 
Amendment, that and no other, is the word now. Let us 
take the scathe and the scorn eaiaiiilly hoim‘ to us; and try 
to prepare for doing l«‘Ller. 'I’he world will mow o\er ns. 
Well, the world knows little aluait it ; the world, if it did 
knosv, would he partly in the right !' Wise is he who, when 
healeii, learns the rea.souH of it, and alters these. 'l‘hi» 
wisduui, it must he ow ned, is Frieilrieh's ; and mueli dis 
lingiiishes him among generals and men. Veraeitv of mind, 
as I say, loyal eyesight superiia- lo sophistries ; nohle im 
enpaeily of self ileliisitm, the na>t of all good i|n;ili(ies in 
man. His eiiilogue to this Campaign is lemarKahle ; too 
long for minting here, except the lirsl word of it ami the last : 

' No (ieianal conmiilted more faults than did the King in 
this Campaign. ^ '1‘he coialuel of M. de 'IVattn is a 

nioilel of perfeetion, which every soldier that loves his lutsiness 
ought to study, and try to imitate, if he have the talent. 
'J’lm King has liimsolf adniilleil that lie regarded this 
Campaign as his school in the Art of War, ami M. dc 'I’laun 
as his teacher,’ Hut what ■■lndl vve sav r ‘ Itiid is often 
lietter for I’rinees titan gmal ; ami instead of inloxitaling 

vor. v. I, 
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them with presumpt 
modest.’^ Let us still 


C 

friedeich, itnde 

A 

To the Court of 
Majesty, this wonder 
battle fought, — or am 
manoeuvring and Erie 
French, — was a thinj 
that Providence had i 

-.r c?:i ah 
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trv, from the ftovith'"f?'teru Bohem 
while A new Insnrreclion, eomiujj; tl 
itself over the MOuth eiist uml east 
tildes; whieh were an unplejesunt 
did, as we shall see, retjuire tt» 1 h* ; 
smitten ; making a very trouhleso 
and themselves ; hut by no means 
th«‘V once hoped. 

In a like .sense, .Maria 'Theresa 
M'lit forth her manifesto or Pat<' 
eier-faithful Sih'sinn Populations, * 
not by her fault, is broken; pal 
That they, ai-eordingly, are ahs< 
jillegiauee to the King of Prussia ; 
in re.adiness to swear anew to he 
great comfort to .such faithful c 


52 


SECONE 


faster and faster for tl 
devout forms, the genei 
Saxon, Austrian, Britis 
much I'uined himself, a 
being mere ‘Auxiliary’ 
pretext, now justly fall 
fact. That he had by 
about ‘ union,’ reopene 
rough-ridings in the 
chance of a ‘ general u 
Kaiser,’ was extinct foi 
Friedrich’s rapidity 
this as in some othe: 
his situation, not self-( 
remorse, was by no n 
For six months coming 

t.hpmsftlvps. as Kranop. 
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be seen. For he was great! 
his time. And he paid alwa 
well ; few men, in any Centm 
may be led to guess or acknc 
sidering. To see, and sympa 
expected of modern readers, in 
changed conditions of men and 

Friedrich, after despatching 
had delivered the Silesian An: 
to command in chief during 
to Berlin, — many things there 
preparations, reparations, not 
what was the heaviest item of 
exertions. In Schweidnitz, c 
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after my arriving), ‘I leai 
24th at latest. Your Serei 
of-Battle ’ (which is also Oi 
in. For I will, on the 25t 
those people, cost what i1 
Glatz, and follow them so f 
take your measures, and pi 
you can, that the project m 

And rushed-off acco 
but at Schweidnitz, wh 
became convinced tha 
thought ; not one of I 
self in it. Upon wl 
hastened back, and, m 
Potsdam Affairs agaii 
ardently, and I think 
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leth Dec. 174.) ajst Feb. 1745) 
eaddcHt of orrauds. It is beautiful ; 
Olio Sister, Vice-Ilegents of the Ne 
among tlio bright couplos of tho wo 
still-born), while those grand Mohla 
poor lady, ever since ; and, at Hrusi 
lies dead. Prince Karl weejiing ov( 
return. Prince Karl’s felicities, pi 
zenith lately, which was very high 
this day. Never more the Ilappies 
at all) ; still loss tho Greatest of Ct 
in the Gazetteer judgment, with d 
Hiichliko filling tho air : before loiif 
renown ; which wo shall see sink gi 
even (unjustly) into minus quantiti 
niy masters ! — 

' Between 'IVaun on the south-w< 
south-east, tho small Prussian poi 
Troppau-Jiigorndorf region ; more a 



niiiiul liy till' iiiiiitlu'rn .Mnimtivin’i. iiji I’.fitwdtii m 

Nainslmi, imtliiii},' '"‘t war vilmlHiiul# in rivnlar in- ttri'j,'nliir i 
tlu\ ci'iitrii 111 ' tlifiii 'rniitn ; ami tliat ii'>’ • ’!'! l>r»Miii'r rr.iiiv inn 
tinm to xifi' liiiii-'''lt’ tor ili'«liiW witl‘ I'tnnu ami lln-m 

‘ Uwna mil till Jniuiary Util tlml Did l^Mijiiilit. y.'i.iiiai airnitif, n 
to liii mind, nliiidi wiw a diirii'tiU iimlti-r, rrn^wd tlm N'l'f.iip Uiv 
miii'i'lii'd ilinvl n|iini Traiin, witli Zii'llii'ii ilmirfinif alii'.id, i 
mntrlii'd ; iitlnr whii-h tin' main wri'ntln dinii' in a wnnk. 

null, Old l/i<ii|iidd to diini'fiidiirl'; rmnid tlm ailiml "rraun 

tniti'd lit dii({i'rndiirf ; and dri'w nji, in In* rM>ly t'nr axMnU ti 
moniiiiKi liKil not Tranii, l•Mndidly I'niiijniiiiijf, jndgi'-l il lirUnr 
ivliolly iiwiiy in tlin iiinlit linn*, dilijji'iiUy ImiaiiU Mnlirt'ii, lirnal 
liridKii'i lii'liind him. And mi, In I'llni-l, to fcivo iip tiin J'llnoinn 1 
for thin limn. Aflnr whirli, tlimin:ti tlii’in rniiminnd n jininl dral u 
Uixsi'liii^i uith Pniidiiiir dnUilx, niid inimn ni|.tt<''‘l nxidmu n) lij.;! 
is, i'xi'i'|tl llmt of la'livTalil in I'li'aniirf of liliiU. nntliiiiK turl 
n'ti cull HlVnrd to Njinnk of. Irf’lianld'si I’^plmt, I.**li»t«ld tvraiu 
(Hiimn ^^'nlliN whii di'fniidi'd t iliii{nii IniiK "iin n), nliii h cami* In li 
of, mid «iil imtiin mid dnln, " Ai iinii nf Ilntn'ln liwnit, I’Vlinmr} 
iiimmtliillf< nllilind liln* a )iiti'iind liulit nil tlir* niimll m alt*, U In tin 
iiiff idfi'cl ; 

' I'hmwUv, lltfiir //ilV/m'/iiivif, l lfA /V'-Miory 17 i."! Old 
l.i'lnviild, iniiri'liiii); in tlin ImlUin (jinnnd nrar lUhnla* hwcrt |li 
Uin yntiii)i; Ni'inan llivi'r, iMoiity iiiilcn mnitU nf t;tat>i, vuith mioi 
lliiilOiniillry fvivn; tlin Kiininy, wliiim hr* ia in Brarch nf. a|i|iPMnt 
foi'i'i', piihUHl on Uui iipiiill Kimind nlii'ad, hull in-jmi ditlii viU 
fniuL of llu'iii, cauiion on Hunk, rmidmii' imiltil'nli’ in **mid«; » 
linlokoninH iiinaiiiinimltility on tlm pari nf tUn Kni'iiiv. Ni that 
Inw to tiikn hi* mniwiivi'* ; »lndy noil nlinin thn viut pninl i*,, 
of lliiiL oxU'limvn Aii*triiiii jiinnli'iy, mnl cut in upon thn Balin' 
hidi'i'idilo (irn of ntfoi't, tlin uphill Kinnnd, half linwn atn’.im, 
I'lindiiiit-H, ciiiiiioti hiillnrii**, and wlml iiii’\piipiml>ililii'B ihmi' mn; 
Miilidui'd : .Viinlrimi w ido jiiiiKli'fy, Ui" rntil of it util BBomli'i', ml 
will'd Kimiillmioouiily, not Itui lii<.t : mt\ , il Imlu-il and m imikcd it*- 
oviir, liudiiiK wood* mid iintiftKy niiih'lo to il» mind ; hni wM ah 
out iiKtdii, di"riiiili'd, mid finally lumhlcd linmi*, havinj{ Imtl 
“ M’onwil W'lilli*," Friodrii'li n’*Hcrta nilli dun muin, " wn* all tl 
iuuOlmpi'l; priiyiilK nrdnnlly," to .“it. Vilim, nr mm kln.«« iml 
‘'willioiit oll'iu'.t ; till tliny nlimilnd tn him, ' Dnatnn, Hir ! Oif 
BroloHtr itpim which ho apriiiiK to Badillo, and Bputrod with hi 
(pi/;M« i/o* (/cu.i*)." t 'I'lml wiiM till' feat nf Imliwald, I'loariiijt ll 

' (I'Uwm i{( l-i/Jfiit, m. 79, Ko, 
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Country with one good cut ; a skilful Captain ; now getting decidedly 
oldish, close on sixty ; whom we shall meet again a dozeu years hence, 
still in harness. 

‘ The old Serene Highness himself, face the colour of gunpowder, and 
bluer in the winter frost, went rusliing far and wide in an open vehicle, 
which he called his ''cart”; pushing-out detachments, supervising 
everything ; wheeling hither and thither as needful ; sweeping-out the 
Pandour world, and keeping it out : not much of fighting needed, but 
"a great deal of marching” (murmurs Friedrich), "which in winter is 
as bad, and wears-down the force of the battalions.” Of all which we give 
no detail ; sufficient to fancy, in this manner, the Old Dessauer flapping 
his wide military wings in the faces of the Pandour hordes, with here 
and there a hard twitch from heak or claws ; tolerably keeping-down the 
Pandour interest all Winter. His son.s, Leopold and Dietrich, were 
under him, occasionally beside him ; the Junior Leopold so worn-down 
v^ith feverish gout he could liardly sit on horseback at all, while old 
Papa went tearing about in his cart at that rate,' ' 

There was, on the 21st of February, Te-deum sung in the 
Churches of Berlin ' for the Deliverance of Silesia from Inva- 
sion.’ Not that even yet the Pandours would be quite quiet, 
or allow Old Leopold to quit his cart ; far from it. And 
they returned in such increased and tempestuous state, as will 
again require mention, with the earliest Spring : — precursors 
to a second, far more serious and deadly ‘ Invasion of Silesia’ ; 
for which it hangs yet on the balance whether there will be 
a Te-deum or a Miserere to sing ( 

Hungarian Majesty, disappointed of Silesia, — which, it 
seems, is not to be had ‘ all at once (ehestens),' in the form 
of miracle, — makes amends by a rush upon Seckendorf and 
Bavaria ; attacks Seckendorf furiously (‘ Bathyani pressing up 
the Donau Valley, with Browne on one hand, and Barenklau 
on the other’) in mid-winter; and makes a terrible hand of 
him ; reducing his ‘ Reconquest of Bavaria ’ to nothing again, 
nay, to less. Of which in due time. 

‘ VnternehmuK^ in Ober-Schlesien, tmter tftm Fiirsitn Leopold von Anhalt- 
Dessau, im Januar tmd Februar 1745 (Seyfavth, Beylrdse, i. 141-152) ; Stenzel, 
Iv. 232 j etc. 



Th(' French fullt/ iu/ciul in ftchnvc heller nCAt Scn.nni In 
rich and their Ct’ermon Jllies ; hut nte prn'ent 
tutrioitt jtccidenh {No'cinluT l7'l-4 Ajuil MiB; 
August 17+r,> 

It is mit tliviiK' tuiniflu, Fiii'iirich knows vu-ll, llml hi 
him liis lulu llulunniiiu ('omiuesls witiumt Imitlu iimg 
WHS rash chousing of u plan iiu-Ncciitnlilc without J 
co(i[)criilioii,- — culimlilc hlimincss to the clmuw tltnt : 
woiilil hreak its promises, tuul not coujanatc. Ilmi 
Majesty forgolti'ii the .loinl Stork Ihiiiriiile, then t 
Majesty has sorrowful cause to ivmemher it, from this 
on 11 still larger scale ! 

Ilelleetion.H, imligmmt or exculpatory, on the cumluet 
French in this HusinesH an' useless to Frietirirh, and 
The |)erformance, on their part, has heen nearly Ihe woi 
though their hitenliuns, while the Austrian Dragon had 
hy tlic throat, were douhtless enthusiast ienlly gotwl ! 
the big Austrian Dragon being jerkerl away from I'llsi 
Friedrich's treading on his tail, 500 miles oil’, they 
charmed, cpiile into new enthusiasm, to he riil of said Di 
and, instead of chasing him according to bargain, li 
destroying his I>eii, that he might he harmless thenn 
Freyhurg is a eaplunxl 'I'own, to the joy and glory of i 
ing France t and Friedrich's ('ampaign lins gone Ihe n 
ace! The Fn'ylmrg Illuminations having Imrnt-out, 
might rise, in the triumphant mind, some thought (sf Fri 
again, —perhaps almost of a remorseful nalmv ? (’(t 

is, the French iutontious aro now again magnanimuus 
80 than ever; coupled now with some allempls at ftdli 
too ; whieh obliges us to mention them heiv. They 
still a matter of im[)ortant Impe to I'riedrieh ; hope 
did not (juite go out till August coming. Though, i 
did then go out, in gusts of indignation on Frietlrieh's 
And as the wlrole of these magnanimous Freiieh inlei 
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latter like former, again came to zero, we are interested only 
in rendering them conceivable to readers for Friedrich’s sake, 
— with the more brevity, the better for everybody. Two 
grand French attempts there were; listen, on the threshold, 
a little : 

* 'It is certain tlio French intend gloriously; regardless of 
expense. They are dismantling Freyburg, to render it harmless hence- 
forth, But, withal, in answer to the poor Kaiser’s shrieks, they have 
sentSegur’ (our old Linz friend), 'with 12,000, to assist Seckendorf; 
" the bravest troops in the world,” ’ — who did bravely take one beating 
(at Pfaffenhofen, as will bo seen), and go home again. ‘They have 
Coigny guarding those fine Brisgau Conquests. And are furthermore 
diplomatising diligently, not to say truculently, in the Rhine Countries ; 
bullying poor little fat Kur-Trier, lean Kur-Koln and others, “ To join 
the Frankfurt Union ” (not one of whom would, under menace), — 
though “ it is the clear duty of all Reich ’s-Princes with a Kaiser under 
oppression : "—and have marched Maillebois, directly after Freyburg, 
into the Middle-Rhine Countries, to Koln Country, to Mainz Country, 
and to and fro, in support of said compulsory diplomacies ; — but without 
the least effect.’ 

To the ‘Middle-Rhine Countries,’ observe, and under Maillebois, 
then under Conti, little matter under whom : only let readers recollect 
the name of it ; — for it is the First of the French Attempts to do some- 
thing of a joint-stock nature ; something for self and Allies, instead of 
for self only. It caused great alarm in those months, to Britannic George 
and others ; and brought out poor Due d’Ahremberg with portions (no 
English included) of the poor Pragmatic Army, to go marching about in 
the winter-slushes, instead of resting in bed,’ — and is indeed a very 
loud business in the old Gazettes and books, till August coming. Busi- 
ness which almost broke poor D'Ahremherg’s heart, he says, ‘ till once I 
got out of it' (was turned out, in fact); Business of Pragmatic Army, 
under D’Ahreraberg, versus Middle-Rhino Army under Maillebois, under 
Conti ; Business now wholly of Zci-o versus Zero to us, — except for a few 
dates and reflex glimmerings upon King Friedrich. Result otherwise — 
We shall see the result ! 

'Attempt Second was still more important to Friedrich ; being directed 
upon the Kaiser aud Bavaria. Bcllcisle is to go thither and take survey ; 
Belleisle thither first : you may judge if the intention is sincere. Valeri 
is quite eloquent upon it. Dii-eotly after Freyburg, says he, Se'chelles, 
that first of Commissaries, was sent to Munchen. Sechelles cleared-up the 


’ Adelung, iv. 276, 420 (‘Dec. I744~june 1745’)- 



Iinpi'riiil ithiili a^sil L.ima, 

uxiKMWc; ''Mild yiiiir Army, "itii mu’i.dIi itn's is. ^sjr and i 

['’nnii'h), hIimU tm rai'Cil tu lUiphMi." litdli'. di' tlifu i amp “ \ 
hiivo IiiKiiMndt, tlm tirit UtiiiK. in .Hiniu*;" \!->», li.’ii . .'.p ! 
Ai’i'iilonl 111 llm Uarii ; mid nil «i'iil al‘«i k, tmiM UjjI Imm '* AS’S 
iiiiliiimtniily, nil ! 'And lli'lii'i»lp‘» Aiiidi’iit ' ratu'ini', rr'.idpi 
* 'I'lie Irutli ii, Altnmpt .Vi'mii/, mid i hicd, lifnkp dnan al 
(llnlliymii hi'iiUnx it t« piwi'M, »» »iU Im oi-pti'i. ‘ Um »mn8 nf i 
fully rtui(diii|{ tin Atlmiipt ; nliirlt ImA iKp lika i»lp bhiup 
lllti’f Hlid tlu'rii ttwi no 7‘Ain/ tnmlp And, in f«> t, fmin {lip 
tlml IntU'r dmuiliroiik, AiiKn“li »•" ‘’iid id July. laiiil 

CMjK'i'inlly from ' Hi'ptoiiilu'r l.ltli,' tiy wtinli itnip apunal ihp 
lliillp;!! Imd lmp|iPiiPil, vvliich vim alialt lirar idi, ' llm I'miiti » 
iiltiipi'tlii'r mil 111 (irnimii i'nlmii;li’mt'ii(‘i , mid i .m* mlMird Uir 
upim tlitv NotlmrliiiiilH, ilmro til dmmduh Id* lliiUiitiu \fa,!Pi!v, 
Ukoliur imU'rpi'iM'. Thin wmm n rmitep tu ulu. li, pvpi ovu.b tim 
llroffliii and Ihtv tlriflnmmp. tlipy Imd Itimit inutp mni lump tpiuli 
iimlluiii/f, " Knthinj^ for un luit lusv mi Ima, lu l.p Imd in tim 
iiinl HO tlioy nl limt lV«nkly ((avo up Itiid U.id Ciuintry. l lmv iuiij. 
lu tlio Notlii'rluiiilH, wfitli Kf'nt nplnndmir nf «>i>i i'»3, iindi i >a»i 
('utubi'vltvml Mid <‘om)iany. 'I’lii't did nUu (imiip luivi p»vlvil wurk u 
iinil h'fl Krlndrirli to Imar tlm liriinl m tii'inuiiv. l**" i-dad i 
iinoUinr woro tlmro In tiiko (ii'i iimiiv nlf llimr Imiid ! I tn din li'a 
oil Ilia MrrlviiiK iit thin I'oimiiinnmtiuii, mnl diiriii*( ■ 

UiwmiIm it, wlilcU wim prolly aU'iwly nil nltmu linm tlman hut " dn 
ll«u {puulex mouiltUt)" prm'i'dnrpv, wnro miiplji kimwu to I'.Vii 
Viiliirl, nnd niiiy lio t’oimpivinl liy rpnilorH,’ »tm aip oim-lisly miIph 
llio iliiti'N Ilf tlmm at fartiii'iil. And now for tlm llplimain Ai i'idm 
lliUHii fiiiiit prolimiimry llglit«. 

.lirUlaii tit Minlihtil ilr HilLhtf in (hr Hu 
ilfniDifnin.'i (liOlli DiTt'iiitirv 17 kt) 

Sit'gi' t)f KiTylnirg l)fiiij.f ftiiii|ilidfil, ntnl tlm Hivt 
niOHt other UiinnH (cxt’eiil nlwnyi the tmitium, whi 
hlow-up) heinyr iiiL into their old ihiiiiiieli then-, Mtin-t 
JJelleiHle, who is to have a ehief niaimp;eiiient tieiurlo 
the Moat ChriHlian King reeogiii.'iing him tignin iu» hii 
man in war or iMiacu, — suIh forth on a long tour of »i 
' V.dofi, L jJj y. 


aoth Dec. 1744] 

sion, of diplomacy and general arrangement, to prepare 
matters for the next Campaign. Need enough of a Belleisle ; 
what a business we have made of it, since Friedrich trod on 
the serpent’s tail for us ! Nothing but our own Freyburg to 
show for ourselves ; elsewhere, mere downrush of everything 
whitherward it liked ; — and King Friedrich got into such a 
humour ! Friedrich must be put in tune again ; something 
real and good to be agreed on at Berlin : let that be the last 
thing, crown of the whole. The first thing is, look into 
Bavaria a little ; and how the Kaiser, poor gentleman, in 
want of all requisites but goodwill, can be put into something 
of fighting posture. 

'In the end of November, Mare'chal Due de Belleisle, with his 
Brother the Chevalier (now properly the Count, there having been pro- 
motions), and a great retinue more, aliglits at Miinchen ; holds council 
with the poor Kaiser for certain days : — Money wanted ; many things 
wanted ; and all things, we need not doubt, much fallen out of square. 
" Those Seckendorf troops in their winter-quarters,” say our French in- 
spectors and Se'gur people, as usual, "Do but look on it, your Excel- 
lency 1 Scattered, along the valleys, into the very edge of Austria ; 
Austria will swallow them, the first thing, next year ; they will never 
rendezvous again except in the .Austrian prisons. Surely, .Monseigneur, 
only a man ignorant of war, or with treasonous intention," — (or ill-off 
for victuals), — “could post troops in that way? Seckendorf is not 
ignorant of war!” say they.' For, in fact, suspicion runs high; and 
there is no end to the accusations just and unjust ; and Seckendorf ia 
as ill treated as any of us could wish. Poor old soul. Probably nobody 
in all the Earth, hut his old IPife in the Schloss of Altenburg, has any 
pity for him, — if even she, which I hope. He has fought and diploma- 
tised and intrigued in many countries, very much ; and in his old days is 
hard bestead. Monseigneur, whose part is rather that of Jove the Cloud- 
compeller, is studious to be himself noiseless amid this noise ; and makes 
no alteration in the Seckendorf troops; but it is certain he meant to do 
it, thinks Valori.’ 

And indeed Seckendorf, tired of the Bavarian bed-of-roses, had 
l)rivately fixed with himself to quit the same ; — and does so, inexorable 
to the very Kaiser, on New-Year arriving.'' Succeeded hyThorring (our 
old friend Drum Tliorring), if tliat be an improvement. Marechal do 
Belleisle has still a long journey ahead, and infinitely harder problemg 

Stcktndorfs Lebm^ p. 365. 


’ Valori, i. 206. 
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than these, — assuagement of the King of Prussia, for example. Lot ua 
follow his remarkable steps. 

‘ Wednesday dth December 1744, the Mardchal leaves Munchon, north- 
wards through (Ettingen and the Bamberg-Ans])ach regions towards 
Cassel ; — journey of some three hundred and fifty miles .’ with a great 
retinue of his own; with an escort of two liiindred horse from tie 
Kaiser; these latter to prevent any outfall or insult in the Ingolsta t 
quarter, where the Austrians have a garrison, not at all very tightly 
blocked by the Seckendorf people thereabouts, No in.sult or outlhll 
occurring, the Marechal dismisses Iris escort at CEttingen ; fares forward 
in his twenty coaches and fourgons, some score or so of vehicles : more 
neutral Imperial Countries henceforth, wliere the Kaiser’s Agent, as 
Marechal de Belleisle can style himself, and Titular Prince of the 
German Empire withal, has only to pay his way. By Donauwiirtli, by 
CEttingen ; over the Doiiau acclivities, then down the jrlcasant Valley of 
the Mayn.' 

’ Sunday 13th December, Mardchal do Belleisle arrives at Hiiuau ’ (where 
we have seen Conferences held before now, and Carteret, Prince Karl 
and great George our King very busy), 'there to confer with Marshals 
Coiguy, Maillehois and other high men, CominanderB in those Rhine 
parts. ^Vho all come accordingly, except Marechal Maillehois, who is 
sorry that he absolutely cannot ; but will surely do himself tho honour 
as Mouseigneur returns.' As Monseigneur returns! 'And so, on 
Monday 14th, Monseigneur starts for Cassel ; say a hundred miles right 
north ; where we shall meet Prince Wilhelm of Hessen-Cassel, a ccalous 


Ally ; inform him how his Troops, under Seckendorf, are posted ’ (at 
N ilshofeu yonder ; hiding how perilous their post is, or promising 
alterations); ‘perhaps rest a day or two, consulting as to tlie common 
weal ; How the King of Prussia takes our treatment of him f How to 
smooth the King of Prussia, and turn him to harmony again } W e are 
approaching the true nodu.s of our business, difficulty of difficulties ; and 
H ilhelm, the wise Landgraf, may afford a hint or two. Thus travels 
nsagnanimous Belleisle iu twenty vehicles, a man loaded with weighty 
matters, in these deep Winter months ; suffering dreadfully from rheu- 
matm neuralgic ailments, a Doctor one of his needfulest equipments ; 
and has the hardest problem yet ahead of him. 

Prince ilhelm s consultations are happily lost altogether ; buried 

as to ivhat road to Berlin 
k thJ low-lying country, 

thirtv mil« ”* it runs a hundred and 

^ mdes to right, before ever starting northward; such a round- 


* See ftcriew of tkt l., d.. 


about. Not to say that the Saxons aro allies of Austria,— if there he 
anything in that. Enemies, they, to tlio Most Christian King : though 
surely, again, wo are on Kaiser’s business, nay, wo are titular “ Prince of 
tiio Ileichj” for that matter, such tho Kaiser’s grace to ns ? Woll ; it is 
better i)orhai)s to annul tho Saxon Territory. And, of course, the Hniio- 
vorian much more ; through wliich lies tlio other Great Road ! “ Go l)y 

the Harz,” advises Landgraf Wilhelm: "a rugged Hill Country; hut 
it is your hypotouuso towards Rorlin ; passes at once, or nenriy so, 
from Cassol Territory into Prussian : a rugged road, but a shorter and 
safer.” That is tho road Relleisle resolves upon. Twenty carriages; 
hia Brotlier tho Chevalier and himself occupy one ; and always the 
courier rides hol'oro, ordering forty post-horses to 1)0 ready liarnessed. 

* Simdai/ 2,0th Uimnnktr 1744. in this way they have climbed the 
eastern shin of tlio Harz Range, where tho Harz is capable of wheel- 
carriages ; and hope n<iw to descend, this night, to Halborstadt ; and 
thonee rapidly by level roads to Berlin. It is sinking towards dark ; 
tho courier is forward to Klbingcrodo, ordering forty horses to bo out. 
Jloughish uphill road ; winter in tho sky and earth, winter vapours and 
tumbling wind-gusts : westward, in lorn storm-cloak, tho Brocken, with 
its witch-dances; highland Guslar, and ghost of Henry tho Fowler, on 
tho other side of it. A multifarious wizard Country, much overhung by 
goblin rominisconeos, witoli-dances, sorcorors’-sabbaths and the like, — if 
a rhoumatio gentleman oared to look on it, in tho cold twilight. Brrh 1 
Waste chasmy uplands, snow-choked torrents ; wild jicoplo, gloomy 
firs 1 Hero at last, by one’s watch l> is Elbingerodo, uncomfort- 
al)lo little ’i'owu ; and it is to bo hojied the forty post-horses aro ready. 

‘ liohold, while tho forty post-horses arc getting ready, a thing takes 
|)lnco, most uno.vpocted which made the name of Elbiiigorodo famous 
for oiglit mouths to como. Of which lot us hastily give tlio hare facts, 
Kiincy malcing of lliom wliat slio can. Was Moiisoiguour aware that tins 
Hlhingeroda, with a patcli of torritoi’y round it, is Hanoverian ground ; 
DUO of those distracted patches or rnggod outskirts frequent in tho 
Gorman map? Prussia Is not yet, and llosson-Cassel has ceased to bo. 
Ondoulitodly Hanoverian ! Apparently tins Landgraf and Monseignour 
had not tliouglit of tliat. Rut MilnclibnuHon of Hanover, spies inform- 
ing him, had. The Railiff (Vogt, Adaooabis) has gatliored twenty JiUjer’ 
(oflicial Gamekeepers) GvitU tho guns, and a select idle Sunday poputa- 
Uon of tlio jilaco with or without guns; tho Vogt steps forward, and 
inquires for MoiiHeigiiour’a passport. “No passport, no need of any !” 
— “ Pardon ! ” and Hignifios to Monseignour, on tlio part of George 
Klootor of Ilaiiuver, King of Great Rritain, Franco and Ireland, that 
MoiiHoignour is arrested 1 

‘ Mousoignour, with eomprossod er incompressible feelings, indiguautly 



complies^— what could he else, unfortunate rlieuniatic gentleman ?— ami 

is plucked away in such sudden inannev, he for one, out of that big 
German game of his raising. The twenty vehicles are dragged different 
roads ; towards Scharzfels, Osterode, or 1 know not where,— handiest 
roads to Hanover and Monseigneur himself has travelling treatment 
which might be complained of, (lid not one disdain complaint ^ "my 
Brother parted from me, nay, my Doctor, and my Interpreter ; ” ’—not 
even speech possible to me.* That was the Belleisle Accident in the 
Harz, Sunday Evening 20th December 1744. 

‘Afflicted indignant Valori, soon enough apprised, runs to Friedrich 
with the news, — greets Friedrich with it just alighting from that 
Silesian run of his own. Friedrich, not without several other things 
to think of, is naturally sorry at such news ; sorry for his own sake 
even; but not overmuch. Friedrich refuses “to despatch a party of 
horse,” and cut-out Marechal de Belleisle. “That will never do, nwn 
c'Aer !” — and even gets into froides plaisanteries ; “ Perhaps the Marechal 
did it himself? Tallard, prisoner after Blenheim, made Peace, you 
know, in England ? ’’—and the like; which grieved the soul of Valori, 
and convinced him of Friedrich’s inhumanity, in a crying case. 

' Belleisle is lugged-on to Hanover ; his c.ase not doubtful to Miinch- 
liausen, or the English Ministry, — though it raised great argument, 
“was the capture fair, was it unfair? Is he entitled to exchange by 
cartel, or not entitled?” and produced, in the next eight months, much 
angry animated pamphleteering and negotiation. For we hear by and 
by, he is to be forwarded to Stade, on the Hamburg sea-coast, where 
ElngUsh Seventy-fours are waiting for him ; his case still undecided ; — 
and, in effect, it was not till after ciglit montlis that lie got dismissal. 
“ Lodged handsomely in Windsor Palace,” in tlie interim ; free on his 
parole, people of rank very civil to him, though the Gazetteers were 
sometimes ill-tongued, — had he understood their patois, or concerned 
himself about such things.* 

‘ It was a current notion among contemporary mankind, this of Friod- 


* Letter of Belleisle next morning, ‘Neuhof, 2ist December, 9 A.M.’ (in 
Valori, i. 204), to Miinchhausen at Hanover, — by no possibility ‘ to Valori,’ as 
the distracted French Editor has given it ! 

* ‘Tuesday iZt/i Felrruary' (ist March 1745), ‘Marshal Belleisle landed at 
Harwich ; lay at Greenwich Palace, having crossed Thames at the Isle of Dogs ; 
next morning, about ro, set out, in a coach-and-six, Colonel Douglas and two 
troops of horse escorting; arrived 3 p.M.,— by Camberwell, Clapham, Wands- 
worth, over Kingston and Staines Bridges, — at Windsor Castle, and the apart- 
ments ready for him.’ {Gentleman’s Magazine, 1745, p. 107.) Was let go 13th 
(24th) August, again with great pomp and civilities {ib. p. 442). See Adelung, 
iv. 299, 346 ; v. 83, 84. 




rich, tlmt fidUoialo’s ciiptiiro might bo n moro oolhision, monnt to bring 
iihotit ri I’oiico in tlmt 'ralinrd fnahlon,— -wide of tho trutli ns aucli n 
notion is, far ns any Ponce wns from following. To Uritiniiuc Goorgo 
and his Ilnnovorians it lind moroly soomod, IToro was a chiof War- 
Captain and Diplomatist among tlio Pruucli ; tho pivot of all tlioso 
world-wido movomonta, as Valori doAnos liim j whicli pivot, a chnneo 
offering, it wore well to twitch from its sookot, and soo wliat would 
follow. Perhaps nothing will follow; next to nothing? A world, all 
waltzing in mnd war, is not to bo stopped by noting on any |)ivot ; your 
waltzing world will And new pivots, or do without any, and porha))a 
only wnltz tho more mndly for wanting tho prinoipnl ono.' 

This witlulrawfU of HoIIoislo, the one Ifrenchman rc.sj)ccl;e(l 
by Tricdrieli, or much interested for his own sake in things 
German, i.s reckoned a main cause why the Trench Alliance 
turned-out so ill for Friedrich ; and why l<’rench cflbrt took 
more and more a Netherlands direction thenceforth, and thc.se 
new French magnanimities on Fiiedrich’s behalf issued in 
futility again. Probably they never could have i.ssued in 
very much : but it is certain that, from this point, they al.so 
do become zero ; and that Friedrich, from his French alliance, 
rcajicd from first to last nothing at all, except a great deal of 
oblocpiy from German ncighbonrs, and from the .hVench side 
enclle.ss trouble, anger and diKa])poinLment in every ])arbieular. 
Which might he a joy (though not unmixccl) to llritannic 
Majesty and the subtle, fowlers who had ginned this fine 
llelloisle bird in its llight over the Ilarz HangeP Thongli 
again, had tluiy passively let him wing his way, and he had 
gi)l ‘to he Gommander and Manager,'’ as was in agitation, — 
he, llolleisle and in Germany, instead of Mareehal do Saxe 
with the Netherlands ns chief scene, — what an advantage 
might that have heim to them ! 


The Kaincr Karl VJL ffels scoured ^from Oppressions, hi a traffic 
Way. Friedrich jrroposcs Pence, hut to no purpose 

A still sadder cross for Friedrich, in the current of foreign 
Accidents and Diplomacies, wjis the next that befell; exactly 
voi- V. K 
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a month later, — at Miinchen, 20th January 1746. Hardly 
was Belleisle’s back turned, when her Hungarian Majesty, by 
her Bathyani and Company, broke furiously in upon the poor 
Kaiser and his Seckendorf-Scgur defences. Belleisle had not 
reached the Harz, when all was going topsy-turvy there again, 
and the Donau-Valley fast falling back into Austrian hands. 
Nor is that the worst, or nearly so. 

‘Miinchen, 20th January 1746. This day poor Kaiser Karl laid down 
his earthly burden here, and at length give all his enemies the slip. He 
had been ill of gout for some time ; a man of much malady always, with 
no want of vexations and apprehensions. Too likely the Austrians will 
drive him out of Muiichen again ; then nothing but furnished lodgings, 
and the French to depend upon. Ho had been much chagrined by some 
Election, just done, in the Chapter of Salzburg. The Archbishop there, 
— it was Firmian, he of the Salzburg Emigration, memorable to readers, — 
had died, some while ago. And now, in flat contradiction to Imperial 
customs, prerogatives, these people had admitted an Austrian Garrison ; 
and then, in the teeth of our express precept, had elected an Austrian to 
their benefice : what can one account it but an insult as well ns an 
injury ? And the neuralgic maladies press sore, and the gouty twinges ; 
and Belleisle is seized, perhaps with important papers of ours ; and tho 
Seckendorf-Se'gur detachments were ill placed ; nay, here are the Austrians 
already on the throat of them, in mid-winter 1 It is said, a babbling 
valet, or lord-in-waiting, happened to talk of some skirmish that had 
fallen out (called a battle, in the valet rumour), and how ill the French 
and Bavarians had fared in it, owing to their ill behaviour. And this, 
add they, proved to be the ounce-weight too much for the so heavy-laden 
back. 

'The Kaiser took to bed, not much complaining ; patient, mild, though 
the saddest of all mortals ; and, in a day or two, died. Adieu, adieu, ye 
loved faithful ones ; pity me, and pray for me 1 He gave his Wife, poor 
little fat devout creature, and his poor Children (eldest lad, his Heir, 
only seventeen), a tender blessing; solemnly exhorted them. To eschew 
ambition, and be warned by his example; — to make their peace with 
Austria ; and never, like him, try com’ e duro calle, and what the charity 
of Christian Kings amounts to. This counsel, it is thought, the Empress 
Dowager zealously accedes to, and will impress upon her Son. Tliat is 
the Austrian and Cause-of-Liberty account: King Friedrich, from tho 
other side, has heard a directly opposite one. How the Kaiser, at the 


‘ Adelung, iv. 249, 276, 313. 
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poiut of deathj exhorted Ills son, “Never forget the services which the 
King of France and the Eiing of Prussia have done us, and do not repay 
them with ingratitude.” * The reader can choose which he will, or reject 
both into the region of the uncertain. “Karl Albert’s pious and 
affectionate demeanour drew tears from all eyes,” say the bystanders ; 
“the manner in which he took leave of his Empress would have melted 
a heart of stone.” He was in his forty-eighth year ; he had been, of all 
men in his generation, the most conspicuously unhappy.’ 

What a downrush of confusion there ensued on this event, 
not to Bavaria alone, but to all the world, and to King 
Friedrich more than another, no reader can now take the 
pains of conceiving. The ‘Frankfurt Union,’ then, has gone 
to air ! Here is now no ‘ Kaiser to be delivered from 
oppression ’ : here is a new Kaiser to be elected, — ‘ Grand- 
Duke Franz the man,’ cry the Pragmatic Potentates with 
exultation, ‘ no Belleisle to disturb ! ’ — and questions arise 
innumei'able thereupon. Will France go into electioneering 
again ? The new Kur-Baiern, only seventeen, poor child, 
cannot be set-up as candidate. What will France do with 
him ; what he with Finance ? Whom can the French try as 
Candidate against the Grand-Duke ? Kur-Sachsen, the Polish 
Majesty again ? Belleisle himself must have paused uncertain 
over such a welter, — and probably have done, like the othei-s, 
little or nothing in it, but left it to collapse by natural 
gravitation. 

Hungarian Majesty checked her Bavarian Armaments a 
little : ‘ If perhaps this young Kur-Baiern will detach himself 
from France, and on submissive terms come over to us.?’ 
Whereupon, at Miinchen, and in the cognate quarters, such 
wriggling, dubitating and diplomatising, as seldom was, — 
French, Anti-French (Seckendorf busiest of all), straining 
every nerve in that way, and for almost three months, nothing 
coming of it, — till Hungarian Majesty sent her Biirenklaus 
and Bathyanis upon them again ; and these rapidly solved 
the question, in what way we shall see ! 

1 (Euvren dt Fridiric, iii. 92 and see {per contra) in Adelung, iv. 314 a j 
in Coxe, etc. 


rneclnch has still his hopes oi Bavaria, so grandiloquent 
are the French in regard to it ; who but would hope ? The 
French diplomatise to all lengths in Munchen, promising seas 
and mountains ; but they perform little ; in an effectual 
manner, nothing. Bavarian ‘ Army raised to 60,000,’ counts 
in fact little above half that number ; with no General to it 
but an imaginai'y one ; Scgur’s actual French contingent, 
instead of 25,000 is pei’haps 12,000 ; — and so of other 
things. Add to all which, Seckendorf is there, not now as 
War-General, but as extra-official ‘ Adviser ’ ; busier than 
ever, — ‘ scandalous old traitor ! ’ say the French ; — and 
Friedrich may justly fear that Bavaria will go, by collapse, a 
bad road for him. 

Friedrich, a week or two after the Kaiser’s death, seeing 
Bavarian and Fi’ench things in such a hypothetic state, 
instructs his Ambassador at London to declare his, Friedrich’s, 
perfect readiness and wish for Peace : ‘ Old Treaty of Breslau 
and Berlin made indubitable to me ; the rest of the quarrel 
has, by decease of the Kaiser, gone to air.’ To which the 
Britannic Majesty, rather elated at this time, as all Pragmatic 
people are, answers somewhat in a careless way, ‘ Well, if the 
others like it ! ’ and promises that he will propose it in the 
proper quarter. So that henceforth there is always a hope 
of Peace through England ; as well as contrariwise, especially 
till Bavaria settle itself (in April next), a hope of great 
assistance from the French. Here are potentialities and 
counter-potentialities, which make the Bavarian Intricacy 
very agitating to the young King, while it lasts. And 
indeed his world is one huge imbroglio of Potentialities 
and Diplomatic Intricacies, agitating to behold. Concerning 
which we have again to remark how these huge Spectres of 
Diplomacy, now filling Friedrich’s world, came mostly in 
result to Nothing; — shaping themselves wholly, for or against, 
in exact proportion, direct or inverse, to the actual Quantity 
of Battle and effective I’erformance that happened to 
found in Friedrich himself. Diplomatic Spectralities, wide 
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Fatamorganas of hope, and hideous big Bugbears blotting-out 
the sun : of these, few men ever had more than Friedrich at 
this time. And he is careful, none cavefuler, not to neglect 
his Diplomacies at any time ; — though he knows, better than 
most, that good fighting of his o^vn is what alone can 
determine the value of these contingent and aerial quantities, 
— mere Lapland witchcraft the greater part of them. 

A second grand Inti'icacy and difficulty, still more enigmatic, 
and pressing the tighter by its close neighbourhood, was that 
with the Saxons. ‘ Are the Saxons enemies; are they friends? 
Neutrals at lowest ; bound by Treaty to lend Austria troops ; 
but to lend for defence merely, not for offence ! Could not 
one, by good methods, make friends with his Polish Majesty?’ 
Friedrich was far from suspecting the rages that lurked in 
the Polish Majesty, and least of all owing to what. Owing 
to that old Moravian-Foray business ; and to his, Friedrich’s, 
behaviour to the Saxons in it ; excellent Saxons, who had 
behaved so beautifully to Friedrich ! That is the sad fact, 
however. Stupid Polish Majesty has his natural envies, 
jealousies, of a Brandenburg waxing over his head at this 
rate. But it appears, the Moravian Foray entered for a 
great deal into the account, and was the final overwhelming 
item. Briihl, by much descanting on that famous Expedi- 
tion, — with such candid Eyewitnesses to appeal to, such 
corroborative Staff-officers and appliances, powerful on the 
idle heart and weak brain of a Polish Majesty, — has brought 
it so far. Fixed indignation, for intolerable usage, especially 
in that Moravian-Foray time ; fixed ; not very malignant, 
but altogether obstinate (as, I am told, that of the pacific 
sheep species usually is) ; which carried Briihl and his Polish 
Majesty to extraordinary heights and depths in years coming! 
But that will deserve a section to itself by and by. 

A third difficulty, privately more stringent than any, is 
that of Finance. The expenses of the late Bohemian Expedi- 
tion, ‘Friedrich’s Army costing 75,000?. a month,’ have been 



excessive, j-’ui uui iic-vu ^ ^ ^aa Ann/' 

way essential, there are, by rigorous arithmetic, JOO,UUUi. 
needed. A frugal Prussia raises no new taxes ; pays its Wax’s 
from ‘ the Treasure,’ from the Fund saved beforehancl for 
emergencies of that kind ; Fund xvhich is running low, 
threatening to be at the lees if such drain on it continue. 
To light with effect being the one sure hope, and salve for all 
sores, it is not in the Army, in the Fortresses, the Fighting 
Equipments, that there shall be any flaw left ! Fi’ieclrich s 
budget is a sore problem upon him ; needing endless shift 
and ingenuity, now and onwards, through this war : — already, 
during these months, in the Berlin Schloss, a great deal of 
those massive Friedrich-Wilheltn plate Sumptuosities, especi- 
ally that unparalleled Music-Balcony up stairs, all silver, has 
been, under Fredersdorfs management, quietly taken axvay ; 
‘carried over, in the night-time, to the Mint.’* 

And, in fact, no modern reader, not deeper in that dis- 
tressing story of the Austrian-Succession War than readers 
are again like to be, can imagine to himself the difficulties of 
Friedrich at this time, as they already lay disclosed, and kept 
gradually disclosing themselves, for months coming; nor will 
ever know what perspicacity, patience of scanning, shax’pness 
of discernment, dexterity of management, were required at 
Friedrichs hands; — and under what iniminency of peril, too ; 
victorious deliverance, or ruin and annihilation, wavering fear- 
fully in the balance for him, more than once, or rather all 
along. But it is certain the deeper one goes into that 
hideous IMedea’s Caldron of stupidities, once so flamy, now 
fallen extinct, the more is one sensible of Friedrich’s difli- 
culties ; and of the talent for all kinds of Captaincy, — by no 
means in the Field only, or perhaps even chiefly, — ^that was 
now r^mred of him. Candid readers shall accept these hints 
and do their best Friedrich himself made not the least 
complaint of men’s then misunderstanding him ; still less will 
“ W e, keeping henceforth the Diplomacies, the vajxorous 
^ Orlich, u. 126-128. 


he 


'<>wrt, ivuil goiu'i'iU iMiiCf oi ^>nfU‘au ojiirn-. iini* 
luul spi'C'lralilifs, wt'll lUiiU'rgnnuul, wi fur tu* [Hwiltk*, 
){ to wliiil t'i)ines up as prurlii-nl I’rtftnumurt' uts 
^’8 part, and try to give intelligitile nmaint of that. 

.says, ho is greally I'liaiigtsl, iiiul fi»r Ihe tieltiT, hy 
• reverses of foiiuiie. All the world nolitfs it, »av« 
No longer that brief infallihility of Hianner ; that 
it air, that politely disdainful view of \nIort luut 
: lie. has now newl of men. (‘oiuplaiiin of iiotluog, 
ful, (]ni'/zieal ; anleutly husy to 'giiiulmrl the 
as our proverb is; lias a milil hutimtie ajijHti, 
jj of modesty, aliiio.st of piety in him. llelj) me, 
ireme Power, Maker of men, if toy pnipoies air 
'I'hough one doea not go upon the Prau-rs of 
itua, or apply through Ht. Vitus and «ueli ehaiineh*, 
/ be something of anihenlie petition to IIea\rn in 
;hta of that young man. He. is grown \erv amialde ; 
lomcst young hit of Koyalty now going, lie nuiot 
next Summer, or it will go hard willi him ! 


OllAP’rKll VI 

CiOK.S ON AN KI.KOTIONKKlUNti ^fIS.SU)N TO 
DUK.SIiKN 

me in Jaiuiarv, a new I'Venehman, a ■ C lievtdiev tie 
i( the. name is known to anyliinly, wa.n lieir at 
cmsulling, seltling about mnlital inteu •'•t.<* ami 
Since Ilellei.sle is .snatebed frooi ib, it i*! utHui 
('mirteii .slioiild eoiiie; and prodiire «1ihI tie tins 
of seltlemeiil, 1 sboitld fear, of ilelinife piii^naiu 
lold water; in regard tti War ii[ieratiiiii'i rbnlU a 
■)l eloud.s.' I'or the n-il, the Iliuiirtan ipu-itioo ; 
' tiiK-ciiitriis 111 ii, m timitir, la. Ji^. 



aiici vtiry spticmuyj vviiu tmr new i-nupeicu lu ue r * iviiig 
of Polaiul, thinks your i\[ajc!sl;j' P’-- Hy all means,’ answers 
Friadrieli, ‘if you ean ! i)elaeh liim from Austria; tliat 
will he. well!’ Whieh was reckoned niaj^naninunis, at least 
piiblie-spiriteci, in l''riedrioli ; considering what Saxony’s 
behaviour to him had already been. ‘ Hy all means, his 
Polish Majesty for Kaiser; do our utmost, lOxcollcncies 
Valori, Clourton and (.lompany !’ answers h’rii'drieh, - and for 
his own part, 1 observe, is intensely busy upon Army matters, 
looking after the main chance. 

And so ’l^alori is to go to Dresden, and manage this cloud 
or cobwebbery department of Ihe thing; namely, pei-suade his 
Polish Majesty to stand for the Ivaisership ; “ Haiern, Pfalz, 
Kiiln, llrandcnburg, there are four voles. Sire ; your own is 
five: sure of carrying it, your Polish Maje.dy ; hacked hy 1110 
Most Christian King, and hi.s Allies and rcsourees!” And 
Polish Majesty does, for his own share, very much desire to 
be Kaiser, Hut none of us yet knows liow he is tied-ii[) hy 
Austria, Anti-h’ricdrich, Auti-h’reuch eonsidemlions ; and can 
only ‘accept if it is olfered me’: thrice-willing to accept, if it 
will fall into my mouth ; which, on those terms, it has so 
little chance of (loing ! — Saxony and its mysicrious airaim and 
intentions having been, to Pricdrich, a riddli' and trouble and 
ustonishiuont, during all this Campaign, rea<lerrt ought to know 
tlie fuel well; — and no reader could sland the delails of such 
a fact. Here, in coudeimcd form, are some scraps of Mxcer|)t ; 
wliich enable us to go with Valori on this Dresde Mission, 
and look for ourselves ; 

I”. FricdiicJi's Poxilion towimh Stt.voni/ 

** ‘by kiiowa Ti-ciity, tlio I’oHsli Miijcsly !b liimml to nsslst tl\n 
Hungiiviiin witl> ) ‘2,000 mon, “wlu’imivor inviidril in tier own (lomiiiloiiH." 
Polisli Majesly Imd 20,000 in tlio field for that olijec.t lately, — part of 
thorn, 0,000 of thorn, hirod iiy Hritiumiu Hnlwidy, as ho allopjos. Tho 
question now is. Will , Saxony assiat Atmlria !u invndini^ Hilesia, with or 
■witliout liritannie Rulwidy? Kriodrie.h hojiOH Umt tills is ImpOHsihlo. 
Friedrich is deoiily nnaivaro of tho humour lio has raised ngaiiiHl him- 
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Moravian Foray ; with what a perfect hatred little Briihl regards him, 
Friedrich ; and to what pitch of humour, owing to those Moravian-Foray 
starvings, marchings about and inhuman treatment of the poor Saxon 
Army, not tu mention other offences and afflictive considerations, Bruhl 
has raised the simple Polish Majesty against Friedrich. These things, as 
they gradually unfolded themselves to Friedrich, were very surprising. 
And proved very disadvantageous at the present juncture and for a long 
time afterwards. To Friedrich disadvantageous and surprising ; and to 
Saxony, in the end, ruinous ; poor Saxony having got its back broken by 
them, and never stood-up in the world since ! Ruined by this wretched 
little Briihl ; and reduced, from the first place in Northern Teutschland, 
to a second or third, or no real place at all.’ 


3°. There is a 'Union of Warsaw' (8th January 1745); 
and still more specially a ‘ Treaty of Warsaw' (8th 
January — 18th May 1745) 

‘January 8th, 1746, before the Old Dessauer got ranked in Schle- 
sien against Traun, there had concluded itself at VFarsaw, by way of 
counterpoise to the " Frankfurt Union,” a “ Union of Warsaw," called 
also “Quadruple Alliance of Warsaw” ; the Parties to which were Polish 
Majesty, Hungarian ditto, Prime-Movers, and the two Sea-Powers as 
Purseholders ; stipulating, to the effect: “We Four will hold together 
in affairs of the Reich versus that dangerous Frankfurt Union ; we will " 
— do a variety of salutary things ; and as one practical thing, “There 
shall be, this Season, 30,000 Saxons conjoined to the Austrian Force, for 
which we Sea-Powers will furnish subsidy.” — ^This was the one practical 
point stipulated, January 0th ; and farther than this the Sea-Powers did 
not go, now or afterwards, in that affair. 

'But there was then proposed by the Polish and Hungarian Majesties, 
in the form of Secret Articles, an ulterior Project; with which the Sea^ 
Powers, expressing mere disbelief and even abhorrence of it, refused to 
have any concern now or henceforth. Polish Majesty, in hopes it would 
have been better taken, had given his 30,000 soldiers at a rate of subsidy 
miraculousl}' low, only 150, 000^. for the whole : but the Sea-Powers 
were inexorable, perhaps almost repented of their 160,000 /. ; and would 
hear nothing farther of secret Articles and delirious Projects. 

'So that the “Union of Warsaw” had to retire to its pigeon-hole, 
content with producing those 30,000 Saxons for the immediate occasion ; 
and there had to be concocted between the Polish and Hungarian 
Majesties themselves what is now, in the modern Pamphlets, called a 


Warsaw"; tlioiigli it is merely tliii sperilyiiiK ami ItxitiK-'Iewu of what 
had been slmdowod-out as secret codlcilH in si.iil “ lliihm/’ wlien the Sen- 
Power parties obstiimtoly recoiled. Treaty of Wh.rwiw let uh continue 
to call it; though its actual hirlh-jdaee was U'ipr.ig (In the profoimdcwt 
secrecy, Itith May 174 C), above four iiioiilhs alli'r it hail tried to bo born 
at Warsaw, and failed ns aforesaid. Warsaw tlniim is not worth speakinp; 
of; but this other is a Treaty highiy remarkaide to tlie reader,— and to 
Friedrich was almost infinitely ho, when he eamo to gel wind of it long 
after. 

■■Treaty which, though it proved ahorlional, and never eamo to lulfil- 
ment in any part of it, is at thia day one of llie remarkaldeHt liiU of 
sheepskin extant in the world. It was aigned litth May 174 fi ;' and had 
cost a great deal of painful conlriving, ra)mlde atill of new altering and 
retouching, to hit mutual vie.wa : 'IVenty not only for reenni[ue.ring Kilesia 
(which to the Two MajoNliea, though it did not to the Sen d'oworH, Heems 
infallible, in Friedrich’s now ruined cireumstuneeH), but for culling- 
down tliat bad Noighhour to somelliiiig like Ihe dimenHimiH proiier for 
a Brandenlmrg Vassal ;— in fact, <iuilo the old “ Detestalde I’rojee.l’’ of 
Spring 1741, only moro ohilioralod inlodelail (in wliieh Itritannie. (ieorgo 
knows hotter tlian to moddlo !) Saxony lo imve Hluire of tlie parings, 
when wo got them. "What Hluire.^'” aMited Saxony, aiiil lung keeps 
asking. “A road to ■Warsaw; strip of Country enrrying ns from the 
end of the LausiU, whicli ia oiii-h, into I’olanil, whieh we trust will 
continue ours, would bo very handy ! Diirliy of (ilogiiii ; Homo siuall 
paring of Silesia, won’t your MajeHly?’’ "Of my Silesia not mio liaud- 
breadth," answered the Queen impatiently (lliougli she did at last 
concede some outlying liandbrcadthN, famed old "Circle of Sehwiehns,’’ 
if 1 recollect) ; and they have had to think of oilier eiiuivalent parings 
for Saxony’s behoof (Magdeburg, Ilnlliersladt, Sanle (dreli', or one knows 
not what); and have had, and will liave, tlieir ndoes lo get it fixed. 
Excellent bearskin to lie slit into straps ; only the bear is atlll on Ills 
feet ! — Polish Majesty and Hungarian, Polisli with especial vigour, Hrilhl 
quite restless upon it, aro, — little as Valori or any mortal eoiilil dream of 
it, — engaged in this partition of llio hoarsklii, wlien ^'lllorl arrives. Of 
their innocent Union of Warsaw, there was, from tho first, no secret 
made; hut tho Document now called " ’/'mgi/ of M'nrsaw" needs lo lio 
secret and thricc-aecret ; and it was not till I 7 fi(! that Friedrieli, having 
unearthed it by industries of his own, and Hliidied it u ltli great intensity 
for some years, made it known to tlio world.’ 

' Sclibll, ii. 350. 

* Adelung, v. 308, 397 j Ranke, iii. *31 (wlio, fur home iciuiuii of ids own, 
dates ‘ 2d May ’ instead of ISM). 
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tilings than Valoi'i yot i-.im, 

3®. Vnlon'-f Javunt of hit Mlt.tiou (in niiniirt'sscd ronn)' 

'Valori’ (I could gucwa nlmut Iho HUli nC I’l'hiiiiivy, Iml Ihon' in no 
date at all) "was desputclii'd to Dn'siliui uitli lliiil linn pnijnd, I’oliHli 
Majesty for Kaiser: is aiiUionai'd In nlVnr mi'ii, with mimny 

correaponding, and no end of hrilliiitiL niitlonkH | miiHt keep-liiirk his 
offers, however, if ho find the pnnplo indiMpoHi'd. Wliirli he did, to an 
extreme degree; nothing hut vagiio (alk, pnirraMtiimlinii, linHitnliiiu on 
the part of llri'ihl. Thin wrelidu'd lillU* Hriiltl Ima lanlve tailnrM idwayH 
sewing for him, and throe hundred and hi\ly-live anils of rlolhes; so 
many suits, all pictured in a limdt ; a valet eutem every tmirnlng, 
proposes a suit, whioli, after delilioriiliiin. with perhaps aniendnienls, in 
acceded to, and worn at dinner. Vninesl of hnntan rlotheH-lniiHes ; 
foolishest coxcomh Valori has aeon ; It is vihihly his nulion that it was 
he, Kriilil, by his Saxon auxiliaries, hy Ills innslerly htridu's of policy, 
that checkmated h’riodrioh, and drove him from Ihihemia hwl Vear ; and, 
for the rest, that Friedrich is ruined, and will either sliirk out of Silesia, 
or be cut to rihlious tlioro by the AuBtrian force this Suminor. 'I’o which 
Valori hints dissent; hut it is ill received, ^'alori Been the King; finds 
him, as expected, the facsimile of Briihl in this matter; JeHiill (liiarinl 
the like: how otherwise? Tliey have his Majesty in liioir leash, and 
lead him ns they please, 

‘At four every morniug, tlfm ({uarini, Jehiiil ('onfesHor to llie Iving 
and Queen, comes to Hriilil ; llrillil sellles with Inni what his .Majesty 
shall think, in roforonco to current l)nhine*,s, this day ; tiiiarini llien 
goes, confesses botli Majesties; confesseN, aliMilves, liiniN In llui due way 
to secular matters. At nine, Briihl himseir arrives, for Privy (’oiincil: 
"What is your Majesty iileaHod to think on theso points of current 
business?” Majesty serenely issneB hiM thouglits, in liie form of orders; 
which are found correct to pattern. 'J’Iiih is the process with his Majesty. 
A poor Majesty, taking deeply into tolmcco ; lliis is llm way lliey Imve 
him benotted, ns in a dark cocoon of coliwelis, rendering the wluile world 
invisible to him. Which cunning iirratigomeiil is nioro and more jier- 
fected every year; so tliat on all nmdH ho travels, Im it to mass, to luint, 
to dinner, anywhitlicr in liis Palace or nut of it, Ihero aro fiiithfiil 
creatures keeping eye, who admit no uuKute man to the least glimphc of 
him by night or hy day. In thiH mnnuer he goes on ; mid hid’orn the 
end of him, twenty years hence, has ciirrieil it far, Nothing hut disgust 
to be had out of busincsB ;~m»tinouH Polish Diels Icai, some forty of 

^ Valori, i. 311.219. 


thorn ill hiH timi'j nut miu iif wlilrh tliil Muy hiniiiioaH Mt nil. luit oiiilwl 
in JMn'.ritm Vi'to, mill Hillili>ritt<*t»' |ir>iliii]ni with nwitnlH 

ilniwn;' - liiininoHH nuii'O mnl inurp iliniitrofitlili' In him. Whul riui 
Valori oxiiool, nil tluH lioinio lu'i-aiinn, tVnm mn-li n Kiiiff,' 

''I'Jio Qiiooii hornolt, Mdfitt ri«'ri>«ii’M fimi.iii, an amhiliniis Imrtl ■ 
fftvoiiroil hliijoHly, wlui liail w'inm nni-n In tli:ililvo llrnlil, tml hns Ih'imi 
quite rooiiuoiloil to him hy lior Mnaioiqti'f of Ilonvon (wliii'h ktlor 

1m nil oily, rntlior Htuiiitl o font tiro, who ronlly wiMhon well lit her, iitnl 
lovcM n ponoonhlo life nt niiy prire), men rIio will not Inko the hiiil, 
Vnlorl wiiM ill Dremloii nine (l«y« (iiiiiliUe jnirt of l•Vhnmry, it in likely) ; 
novel’ proiliiooil hi« hlq: Imil, hin lln.iKMl men tinil other hrilllimeea, nt nil. 
lie Hiiw 1)1(1 I'Vlilmni’Mi'lmll K(ml)(»eek pnM«iii(( from \‘ieiinn townriU the 
Nothci’limilH Cniiip ; whore he la to dry iiiir«e («o they irreverently mil 
itj lit time oomiiip:) IiIh Uoynl HI(()inenR of ( 'iimherlninl. thnt iiiit(tnilireiil 
KtitfliHh Ilnhe of W'nr, mill do fenla with him thi>* .‘’'ommer.' KnniftRei li, 
thoii(fh Vnlori tlid not know it, Ima endtena diploiimriei to do wilhnl ; 
liiH]ieelluiiH of ti'oopH, ndviHitiKw, in ilnitover, in llollnml, in Urionlen 
hero mid iieoiiruti the Snxmi I’ilei tornl Veto for hi« tirninl llohe in 
piiKuiiig. 'I’lio wolcome hIvoii to lvt>niK«erk diuftioileil Vnlori; mi llie 
iiiiitli liny ho left ; nnid ndleu, neeiiiM; them hlimi to their iiiterMt ; mol 
took poHt for Ilei’Hn, '—where he lindn hVleilrirli morh out of Inimoiirnt 
the Snxoii rouepLlon of IiIn mnftimnUnilieti.’' 

Tlii.s Saxon iiitricac)-, iiult'cijjhcralilc, Aiimiilnlilc, eon- 
l;(uii]il;il)lt!, \va.s the pla^nio of l-’ni’iInrli'H life, tine eiiimitlernlile 
plague, all through thin (‘iiinimign. I’erhnpn niilhiiig in tlie 
])iploiiiatie .spliere of Ihingn emisetl him .‘.iieli perplexily, 
vexation, indignal ion, An in-.oliihle riiliHe In liini ; exliemeiv 
eonteiiiptihle, ycl, willi n huge Itus-.in luekeil to it, and 
looming miiiatory in Ihe (lielnnee, iVum lime to time, 
foniiidahle emiiigli, la-l n-mier.-i keep il in mind, nnd try 
to imagine it. It eont I'rietlrieh Mieli gtie'i'iing, t'nm|iuting, 
arranging, rearranging, u-n would wenry llie tmighe-.t reader to 
liear of in detail. How I-Vieclt idi ilid at lm.t nolve it (in 
Deeemher coming), all reaiU-ra will .hee with even! 

* .See lliu'hhiili;, ii. ijq j ete, * AoKiiyneiiei, ('unihrltiiiJ, ji. iHo. 

' Viileri, i. 211 310 j (Eui nt i/t EtAHiE, tii. fl-i .'io, l',.t .IruiK »n liiutil, 

aec (Intfvon Iln,hl, r.drn ««,/ (lyiai, N.. I'lm r) : .■\i|..iivieMU'», hy .,er 

Juiili, a netril I'toiiphlrlri-r ot ihr iimr ; esn-iU in !• ei;h di Im.,. i,r (Mtlly rri-.i5 ; 
hut i.H iinrcailnhle, eserpl on i ; «,„) lolully i,iiielr||q;ihlr lilt ullcr vriy 

much iiupiiry eldcwlictc. 
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SECOND SILESIAN WAR [book xv. 

[March 17^5 

Middle-Rhine Army in a staggering State ; the Bavarian 
Intricacy settles itself, the mrong Way 

Early in March it becomes surmisable that Maillebois’s 
Middle-Rhine Army will not go a good road. MailJebois has 
been busy in those countries, working extensive discontent ; 
bullying mankind ‘to join the Frankfurt Union,’ to join 
France at any rate, which nobody would consent to ; and 
exacting merciless contributions, which everybody had to 
consent to and pay. — And now, on D’Ahremberg’s mere 
advance, with that poor Fraction of Pragmatic Army, 
roused from its winter sleep, Maillebois, without waiting for 
D’Ahremberg’s attack, rapidly calls-in his truculent detach- 
ments, and rolls confusedly back into the Frankfurt regions.' 
Upon which D’Ahremberg, — if by no means going upon 
Maillebois’s throat,-— sets, at least, to coercing Wilhelm of 
Hessen, our only friend in those parts ; who is already a 
good deal disgusted with the Maillebois procedures, and at 
a loss what to do on the Kaiser’s death, which has killed 
the Frankfurt Union too. Wise Wilhelm consents, under 
D’Ahremberg’s menaces, to become Neutral ; and recall his 
6,000 out of Baiem, — wishes he had them home beside him 
even now ! 

With an Election in the wind, it is doubly necessary for 
the French, who have not even a Candidate as yet, to stand 
supreme and minatory in the Frankfurt Country; and to 
King Friedrich it is painfully questionable, whether Maillebois 
can do it. ‘ Do it we will ; doubt not that, your Majesty ! ’ 
answer Valori and the French ; — and study to make improve- 
ments, reinforcements, in their Rhine Ai-my. And they do, 
at least, change the General of their Middle-Rhine Array,— ^ 
that is to say, recall Prince Conti out of Italy, where he has 
distinguished himself, and send Maillebois thither in his s+r>fid 
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38th March 1745I 

comfort to us i Whether the distinguished Conti will 
maintain that Frankfurt Country in spite of the Austrians 
and their Election movements, is still a question with Fried- 
rich, though Valori continued assuring him (always till July 
came) that it was beyond question. ‘ Siege of Tournay, 
vigorous Campaign in the Netherlands (for behoof of Britannic 
George)!’ this is the grand French program for the Year. 
This good intention was achieved, on the French part ; but 
this, like Aaron’s-rod among the serpents, proved to have eaten 
the others as it wriggled along ! — 

Those Maillebois-D’Ahremberg affairs throw a damp on 
the Bavarian Question withal ; — in fact, settle the Bavarian 
Question ; her Hungarian Majesty, tired of the delays, having 
ordered Bathyani to shoulder-arms again, and bring a decision. 
Bathyani, with Barenklau to right of him, and Browne (our 
old Silesian friend) to left, goes sweeping across those 
Seckendorf-Segur posts, and without difficulty tumbles every- 
thing to ruin, at a grand rate. The traitor Seckendorf had 
made such a choice of posts, — left unaltered by Drum 
Thdrring ; — what could French valour do ? Nothing ; neither 
Flench valour, nor Bavarian want of valour, could do any- 
thing but whirl to the right-about, at sight of the Austrian 
Sweeping -Apparatus ; and go-off explosively, as in former 
instances, at a rate almost unique in military annals. Finished 
mthin thi-ee weeks or so ! — We glance only at two points of 
it. March 21st, Bathyani stood to arms (to besoms we might 
call it), Browne on the left, Barenklau on the right : it was 
March 21st when Bathyani started from Passau, up the 
Donau Countries ; — and within the week coming, see : 

‘ Vthhofen, 2ath March 1745. Here, at the mouth of the Vila River 
(between Inn and Iser), is the first considerable Post; garrison some 
4,000 ; Hessians and Prince Friedrich the main part,— who have their 
share of valour, I dare say ; but with such news out of Hessen, not to 
speak of the prospects in this Country, are probably in poorish spirits 
for acting. General Browne summons them in Vilshofen, this day ; and 


on their negative, storms-in upon them, bursts them to pieces ; upon 
which they beat chamade. But the Croats, who are foremost, care 
nothing for chamade ; go plundering, slaughtering ; burn the poor Town; 
butcher’ (in round numbers) '3,000 of the poor Hessians; and wound 
General Browne himself, while he too vehemently interferes.* This 
was the finale of those 6,000 Hessians, and indeed their principal function, 
while in French pay ; — and must have been, we can judge how sur- 
prising to Prince Friedrich, and to his Papa on hearing of it ' Note 
another point. 

Precisely about this time twelvemonth, ‘ March 16th, 1746,’ the same 
Prince Friedrich, with remainder of those Hessians, now again completed 
to 6,000, and come back with emphasis to the Britannic side of things, 
was — marching out of Edinburgh, in much state, with streamers, kettle- 
drums, Highness’s coaches, horses, led-horses, on an unexpected errand.* 
Toward Stirling, Perth ; towards Killiecrankie, and raising of what is 
called 'the Siege of Blair in Athol’ (most minute of 'sieges,’ but sub- 
tending a great angle there and then) ; — ^much of unexpected, and nearer 
home than ‘Tournay and the Netherlands Campaign,’ having happened 
to Britannic George in the course of this year 1746 ! ‘ Really very fine 
troops, those Hessians’ (observes my orthodox Whig friend): 'they carry 
swords as well as guns and bayonets ; their uniform is blue turned-up 
with white ; the Hussar part of them, about 600, have scimitars of a 
great length ; small horses, mostly black, of Swedish breed ; swift 
durable little creatures, with long tails.’ Honours, dinners, to his 
Serene Highness had been numerous, during the three weeks we had 
been in Edinburgh : ‘ especially that Ball, February 21st (o.s), eve of his 
Consort the Princess Mary's Birthday’ (eve of birthday, ‘let us dance 
the auspicious morning in ’) ‘ was, for affiuence of Nobility and Gentry 
of both sexes,’ a sublime thing. * * 

Pfaffennofen, April 16th. 'Unfortunate Se'gur, the Segur of Linz 
three years ago, — whose conduct was great, according to Valori, but 
powerless against traitors and fate, — was again, once more, unfortunate 
in those parts. Unfortunate Se'gur drew-up at Pfaffenhofen (centre of 
the Country, many miles from Vilshofen) to defend himself, when fallen- 
upon by Biirenklau, in that muaner; but could not, though with 
masterly demeanour ; and had to retreat three days, with his face to the 
enemy, so to speak, fighting and manoeuvring all the way : no shelter for 
him either but Miinchen, and that a most temporary one. Instead of 
taking Straubingen, taking Passau, perhaps of pushing-on to Vienna 
itsalf, this is what we have already come to. No Rhine Army, Middle- 

* Adelung, iv. 356, and the balf-intelligible Foot-note in Ranke, iii. 220. 

’ Henderson (Whig Eye-witness), History of the Rebellion, 1745 * 74 ® 

(London, J748, reprint from the Edinburgh edition), pp. 104, 106, 107, 
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Rhine Army, Coiguy, Maillebois, Conti, whoever it was, would send us the 
least reinforcement, when shrieked to. No outlook whatever but rapid 
withdrawal, retreat to the Rhine Army, since it will not stir to help us.^ 

‘The young Kur-Baiern is still polite, grateful’ (to us French), 
‘ overwhelms us with politeness ; but flies to Augsburg, as his Father 
used to do. Notable, however, his poor fat little Mother won’t, this 
time; “No, 1 will stay here, I for one, and have done with flying and 
running; we have had enough of that!” Seckendorf, quite gone from 
Court in this crisis, reappears, about the middle of April, in questionable 
capacity; at a place called Pussen, not far off, at the foot of the Tyrol 
Hills ; — where certain Austrian Dignitaries seem also to be enjoying a 
picturesque Easter ! Yes indeed ; and, on April 22d, there is signed a 
“Peace of Fussen” there; general amicable As-you-were, between 
Austria and Bavaria (“Renounce your Anti-Pragmatic moonshine for 
evermore, vote for our Grand-Duke; there is your Bavaria back, poor 
wretches !”) — and Seckendorf, it is presumable, will get his Turkisli 
arrears liquidated. 

‘ The Bavarian Intricacy, which once excelled human power, is settled, 
then. Carteret and Haslang tried it in vain ’ (dreadful heterodox inten- 
tions of secularising Salzburg, secularising Passau, Regensburg, and 
loud tremulous denial of such); — ‘Carteret and Wilhelm of Hessen’ 
(Conferences of Hanau, which ruined Carteret), ‘ in vain ; King Fried- 
rich, and many Kings, in vain ; a thing nobody could settle ; — and it has 
at last settled itself, as the generality of ill-guided and unlucky things 
do, by collapse. Delirium once out, the law of gravity acts; and there 
the mad matter lies.’ 

‘ Bought by Austria, that old villain ! ’ cry the French. 
Friedrich does not think the Austrians bought Seckendorf, 
having no money at pre.sent; but guesses they may have 
given him to understand that a certain large arrear of 
payment due ever since those Turkish Wars, — when Secken- 
dorf, instead of payment, was lodged in the Fortress of 
Griitz, and almost got his head cut off, — should now be 
paid-down in cash, or authentic Paper-money, if matters 
become amicable.^ As they have done, in Friedrich’s despite ; 
— who seems angrier at the old stager for this particular 
ill-turn than for all the other many ; and long remembers it, 
as will appear. 

* Adelung, iv. 360. 

^ CEuvres de Fridiric, iii. 22 : Seckendorfs Leben, pp. 367-376. 
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CHAPTER VII 

FRIEDRICH IN SILESIA? UNUSUALLY BUSY 

Hebe, sure enough, are sad new intricacies in the Diplo- 
matic, hyjjothetic sphere of things ; and clouds piling them- 
selves ahead, in a very minatory manner to King Friedrich. 
Let King Friedrich, all the more, get his Fighting Arrange- 
ments made perfect. Diplomacy is clouds ; beating of your 
enemies is sea and land. Austria and the Gazetteer world 
consider Friedrich to be as good as finished : but that is 
privately far from being Friedrich’s own opinion ; — though 
these occurrences are heavy and dismal to him, as none of us 
can now fancy. 

Herr Ranke has got access, in the Archives, to a series 
of private utterances by Friedrich, — Letters from him, of a 
franker nature than usual, and letting us far deeper into his 
mind ; — which must have been well Avorth reading in the 
original, in their fully dated and develojred condition. From 
Herr Ranke’s Fragmentary Excerpts, let us, thankful for what 
we have got, select one or two. The Letters are to Minister 
Podewils at Berlin ; written from Silesia (Neisse and neigh- 
bourhood), where, since the middle of March, Friedrich has 
been, personally pushing-on his Army Preparations, while the 
above sinister things befell. 


King Friedrich to Podewils, in Berlin (under various dates, 
March — April 1746) 

Yeme, 29/A ifarcA. * * MVe find ourselves ia a great crisis. If we 

plu^mg-in garnet me. Peace I cannot force them to. But if they 

Sn Sn^''' of BOO 
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(no day pven). * * ^ In any case^ I nave my troops well 
together. The sicknesses are ceasing ; the recruit-ments are coining 
in : shortly all will be complete. That does not hinder us from making 
PeacBj if it will only come •, butj in the contrary case, nobody can accuse 
me of neglecting what was necessary.' 

April nth (still from Neisse). ♦ * ‘ I toil day and night to improve 
our situation. The soldiers will do their duty. There is none among 
us who will not rather have his back-bone broken than give-up one foot- 
breadth of ground. They must either grant us a good Peace, or we will 
surpass ourselves by miracles of daring ; and force the enemy to accept 
it from us.’ 

April mth. ‘ Our situation is disagreeable ; constrained, a kind of 
spasm : hut my determination is taken. If we needs must fight, we will 
do it like men driven desperate. Never was there a greater peril tlian 
that I am now in. Time, at its own pleasure, will untie this knot ; or 
Destiny, if there is one, determine the event. The game I play is so 
high, one cannot contemplate the issue with cold blood. Pray for the 
return of my good luck.’ — Two days hence, the poor yoimg Kur-Baicrn, 
deaf to the French seductions and exertions, which were intense, had 
signed his 'Peace of Fiissen’ (22d April 1746), — a finale to France on 
the German Field, as may be feared ! The other Fragments we will 
give a little farther on. 

Friedrich had left Berlin for Silesia March 15th; rather 
sooner than he counted on, — Old Leopold pleading to be let 
home. At Glogau, at Bi'eslau, there had been the due 
inspecting : Friedrich got to Neisse on the 23d (Bathyani 
just stirring in that Bavarian Business, Vilshofen and the 
Hessians close ahead); and on the 27th, had dismissed Old 
Leopold, with thanks and sympathies, — sent him home, ‘to 
recover his health.’ Leopold’s health is probably suffering ; 
but his heart and spirits still more. Poor old man, he has 
just lost, — the other week, ‘ 5th February ’ last, — ^his poor 
old Wife, at Dessau ; and is broken down with grief. The 
soft silk lining of his hard Existence, in all parts of it, 
is torn away. Apothecary Fos’s Daughter, Reich’s Princess, 
Princess of Dessau, called by whatever name, she had been 
the truest of Wives ; ‘ used to attend him in all his Cam- 
paigns, for above fifty years back. “Gone, now, for ever 
gone 1 ” ’ — Old Leopold had wells of strange sorrow in the 
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rugged heart of him, — sorrow, and still better things, — 
which he does not wear on his sleeve. Here is an incident I 
never can forget ; — dating twelve or thirteen years ago (as is 
computable), ‘ middle of July 1732.’ 

‘ Louisa, Leopold’s eldest Daughter, Wife of Victor Leopold, reigning 
Prince of Anhalt-Bernburg, lay dying of a decline.' Still only twenty- 
three, poor Lady, though mai-ried seven years ago ; — the end now evi- 
dently drawing nigh. ‘A few days before her death, — perhaps some 
attendant sorrowfuUy asking, “Can we do nothing, then?” — she was 
heard to say, “ If I could see my Father at the head of his Regiment, yet 
once ! ” ’ — Halle, where the Regiment lies, is some thirty or more miles 
off ; and King Friedrich IVilhelm, I suppose, would have to be written 
to : — Leopold was ready the soonest possible ; and, ' at a set hour, 
marched, in all pomp, with banner dying, music playing, into the 
Schtoss-hof {Palace Court) of Bernburg ; and did the due salutations and 
manoeuvrings, — his poor Daughter sitting at her window, till they 
ended ' ; — figure them, the last glitter of those muskets, the last wail 
of that band-music ! — ‘The Regiment was then marched to the Waisen- 
haus (Orphan-house), where the common men were treated with bread 
and beer ; all the Officers dining at the Prince’s Table. All the Officers, 
except Leopold alone, who stole away out of the crowd ; sat himself 

upon the balustrade of the Saale Bridge, and wept into the river,’ ^ 

Leopold is now on the edge of seventy ; ready to think all is finished 
with him. Perhaps not quite, my tough old friend ; recover yourself a 
little, and we shall see ! 

Old Leopold is hardly home at Dessau, when new Pandour 
tempests, tides of ravaging War, again come beating against 
the Giant Mountains, pouring through all passes ; from 
utmost Jablunka, westward by Jagerndorf to Glatz, huge 
influx of wild riding hordes, each with some support of 
Austrian grenadiers, cannoniers ; threatening to submerge 
Silesia. Precursors, Friedrich need not doubt, of a strenuous 
regular attempt that way. Hungarian Majesty’s fixed in- 
tention, hope and determination is, To expel him straightway 
from Silesia. Her Patent circulates, these three months ; 
calling on all men to take note of that fixed fact, especially 
on all Silesian men to note it well, and shift their allegiance 
* JUbtn (l2mo j not Rannft's, but Anonymous like his), p. 234 «. 
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accordingly. Silesian men, in great majority, — our friend tlie 
Mayor of Landshut, for example ? — are believed to have no 
inclination towards change : and whoever has, had clearly 
better not show any till he see ! ^ — 

Friedrich’s thousandfold preliminary orderings, movements, 
rearrangings in his Army matters, must not detain us here ; 
— still less his dealings with the Pandour element, which is 
troublesome, rather than dangerous. Vigilance, wise swift 
determination, valour drilled to its work, can deal with 
phenomena of that nature, though never so furious and 
innumerable. Not a cheering service for drilled valour, but 
a very needful one. Continual bickerings and skirmishings 
fell out, sometimes rising to sharp fight on the small scale ; — 
Austrian grenadiers with cannon are on that Height to left, 
and also on this to right, meaning to cut-off our march ; the 
difficult landscape, furnished out, far and wide, with Pandour 
companies in position : you must dash-in, my Burschen ; 
seize me that cannon-battery yonder ; master such and such 
a post, — there is the heart of all that network of armed 
doggery ; slit asunder that, the network wholly will tumble 
over the Hills again. Which is always done, on the part of 
the Prussian Burschen ; though sometimes not without diffi- 
culty. — His Majesty is forming Magazines at Neisse, Brieg, 
and the principal Fortresses in those parts ; driving-on all 
manner of preparations at the rapidest rate of speed, and 
looking with his own eyes into everything. The regiments 
are about what we may call complete, arithmetically and 
otherwise ; the cavalry show good perfection in their new 
mode of manoeuvi'ing ; — it is to be hoped the Fighting 
Apparatus generally will give fair account of itself when 
the time comes. Our one anchor of hope, as now more and 
more appears. 

' In Ranke (iii. 234), there is vestige of some intended ‘ voluntary subscription 
by the common people of Glatz,’ for Friedrich’s behoof; — contrariwise, in Orlich 
(ii. 380, ‘6th February 1745,’ from the Dessau Archives), notice of one indi- 
vidual, suspected of stirring for Austria, whom ‘ you are to put under lock and 
key’; — but he runs off, and has no successor, that I hear of. 
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On the Pandoiir element he first tried (under General 
Hautcharmoi, with Winterfeld as chief active hand) a direct 
outburst or two, with a view to slash them home at once. 
But finding that it was of no use, as they always reappeared 
in new multitudes, he renounced that ; took to calling-in his 
remoter outposts ; and, except where Magazines or the like 
remained to be cared for, let the Pandours baffle about, 
checked only by the fortified Towns, and more and more 
submerge the Hill Country, Prince Karl, to be expected in 
the form of lion, mysteriously uncertain on which side coming 
to invade us, — he, and not the innumerable weasel kind, is 
our important matter ! By the end of April (news of the 
Peace of Fiissen coming withal), Friedrich had quitted Neisse ; 
lay cantoned, in Neisse Valley (between Frankenstein and 
Patschkau, ‘ able to assemble in forty-eight horn’s ’) ; studying, 
with his whole strength, to be ready for the mysterious Prince 
Karl, on whatever side he might arrive ; — and disregarding 
the Pandours in comparison. 

The points of inrush, the tideways of these Pandour Deluges seem to 
1)6 mainly throe. Direct through the Jahlunka, upon Ratibor Country, 
is the first and chief ; less direct (partly supplied by rejluences from 
Ratibor, when Ratibor is found not to answer), a second disembogues by 
Jdgerndorf; a third, the westernmost, by Landshut. Three main in- 
gresses ; at each of which there fall-out little Fights ; which are still 
celebrated in the Prussian Books, and indeed well deserve reading by 
soldiers that would know their trade. In the Ratibor parts, the invasive 
leader is a General Karoly, with 12,000 under him, who are the wildest 
horde of all : ‘ Karoly lodges in a wood : for himself there is a tent ; his 
companions sleep under trees, or under the open sky, by the edge of 
morasses.' ■ It was against this Karoly and his horde that Hautcharmoi’s 
little expedition, or express attacking party to drive them home again, 
was shot-out (8th— 21st April). Which did its work very prettily ; 
Winterfeld, chief hand in it, crowning the matter by a “■ Fight of Wiir- 
bitz,’ * — where IVinterfeld, cutting the taproot, in his usual electric way, 
tumbles Karoly quite info the morasses, and clears the country of him 
for a time. For a time ; though for a time only ; — Karoly or others 


1 Ranke, iii. 244. 


* Orlich, ii. 136 (21st April). 
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returning in a week or two, to a still higher extent of thousands ; mis- 
chievous as ever in those Ratibor-Namslnu countries. Upon which, 
Friedrich, finding this an endless business, and nothing like the most 
important, gives it up for the present; calls-in his remoter detachments ; 
has his Magasines carted homo to the Fortress Towns, — ^ICaroly trying, 
once or so, to hinder in that operation, hut only again getting his crown 
broken. 1 Or if carting be too difficult, still do not waste your Magazine : 
— Margraf Karl, for instance, is ordered to Jagerndorf with his Detach- 
ment, ‘to eat the Magazine’; hungry Pandours looking on, till he 
finish. On which occasion a renowned little Fight took place (Fight of 
Neustadt, or of Jagerndorf-Neustadt), as shall be mentioned farther on. 

So that, for certain weeks to come, the Tolpatcheries had free course, 
in those Frontier parts; and were left to rove about, under check only 
of the Garrison Towns ; Friedrich being obliged to look elsewhere after 
higher perils, which were now coming in view. In which favourable 
circumstances, Karoly and Consorts did, at last, make one stroke in 
those Ratihor countries ; that of Kosel, which was greatly consolatory.® 
‘By treachery of an Ensign who had deserted to them’ (provoked by 
rigour of discipline, or some intolerable thing), they glided stealthily, 
one night, across the ditches, into Kosel’ (a half-fortified place, Prussian 
works only half-finished) : which, being the Key of the Oder in those 
parts, they reckoned a glorious conquest ; of good omen and worthy of 
Te-deums at Vienna. And they did eagerly, witliout the least molesta- 
tion, labour to complete tlie Prussian works at Kosel : ‘ One garrison 
already ours !' — which was not had from them without battering (and I 
believe, burning), when General von Nassau came to inquire after it, in 
Autumn next. 

Friedrich had always hoped that the Saxons, who are not 
yet in declared War with him, though bound by Treaty to 
assist the Queen of Hungary under certain conditions, would 
not venture on actual Invasion of his Territories ; but in 
this, as readers anticipate, Friedrich finds himself mistaken. 
Weissenfels is hastening from the Leitmeritz north-western 
quarter, where he has wintered, to join Prince Karl, who is 
gathering himself from Olmiitz and his south-eastern home 
region ; their full intention is to invade Silesia together, and 
they hope now at length to make an end of Friedrich and it. 
These Pandour hordes, supported by the necessary grenadiers 

* ‘ Fight of Mocker,’ May 4th (Orlich, ii. 141). 

• *6th May 7745 (Orlich, ii. 156-158), 
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and cannoniei-s, are sent as vanguard ; these cannot themselves 
beat him ; but they may induce him (which they do not) 
divide his Force; they may, in part, burn him away as by 
slow fire, after which he will be the easier to beat. Instea 
of which, Friedrich, leaving the Pandours to their luck, lies 

concentrated in Neisse Valley ; watching, with all Ins faculLes, 

Prince Karl’s own advent (coming on like Fate, indubitable, 
yet involved in mysteries hitherto); and is perilously sensible 
that only in giving that a good reception is there any hope 


left him. ^ 

Prince Karl, ‘ who arrived in Olmiitz April SOth, com- 
mands in chief again, — saddened, poor man, by the loss of 
his young Wife, in December last ; willing to still his grief in 
action for the cause she loved ; — but old Traun is not with 
him this year ; which is a still more material, circumstance. 
Traun is to go this year, under cloak not of Prince Karl, but 
of Grand-Duke Franz, to clear those Frankfurt Countries 
for the Kaisenvahl and him. Prince Conti lies there, with 


his famous ‘ Middle-Rhine Army’ (D’Ahremberg, from the 
western parts, not nearly so diligent upon him as one could 
wish) ; and must, at all rates, be cleared away. Traun, 


taking command of Bathyani’s Ai’my (now that it has 
finished the Bavarian job), is preparing to push-down upon 
Conti, while Bathyani (who is to supersede the laggard 
D’Ahremberg) shall push vigorously up ; — and before summer 
is over, we shall hear of Traun again, and Conti will have 
heard 1 — 


Friedrich’s indignation, on learning that the Saxons were 
actually on march, and gradually that they intended to in- 
vade him, was great ; and the whole matter is portentously 
enigmatic to him, as he lies vigilant in Neisse Valley, waiting 
on the When and the How. Indignation ; — and yet there is 
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being quite unequal to it. Friedrich answers : 

‘ April 2Qth. * * "I can understand how you are getting uneasy, 
you Berliners. I have the most to lose of you all ; but I am quiet, and 
prepared for events. If the Saxons take part,” as tliey surely will, in 
the Invasion of Silesia, and we beat them, I am determined to plungo 
into Saxony. For great maladies, there need great remedies. Either I 
will maintain my all, or else lose my all.” (Hear it, friend; and under- 
stand it,— with hair lying flat!) “It is true, the disaffection of the 
Russian Court, on such trifling grounds, was not to be expected ; and 
great misfortune can befall us. Well; a year or two sooner, a year or 
two iater, — it is not worth one’s while to bother about the very worst. 
If things take the better turn, our condition will be surer and Armor 
than it was before. If we have nothing to reproach ourselves with, 
neither need we fret and plague ourselves about bad events, which can 
happen to any man .” — “ I am causing despatch a secret Order for Bodou 
(on you know what), “ which you will not deliver him till I give sign. 

— On hearing of the Peace of Filssen, perhaps a day or so later, Fried- 


rich again writes : 

‘ April ’ (no distinct date ; Neisse still ? Quits Neisse April 28tli). 
* * ‘ Peace of Fiissen, Bavaria turned against me ? “I can say 
nothing to it, — except, There has come what had to come. To me 
remains only to possess myself in patience. If all alliances, resources, 
and negotiations fail, and all conjunctures go against me, I prefer to 
perish with honour, rather than lead an inglorious life deprived of all 
dignity. My ambition whispers me that I have done more than another 
to the building-up of my House, and have played a distinguished part 
among the crowned heads of Europe. To maintain myself there, has 
become as it were a personal duty ; which I will fulfil at the expense of 
my happiness and my life. I have no choice left : I will maintain my 
power, or it may go to ruin, and the Prussian name be buried under it. 
If the enemy attempt anything upon us, we will either beat him, or wo 
will all be hewed to pieces, for the sake of our Country, and the renown 
of Brandenburg. No other counsel can I listen to.” ’ 


^ ^me Letter, or another! (Herr Ranke having his caprices I) * * 
\ ou are a good man, my Podewiis, and do what can be expected of you ’ 
(Podowils has been apologising for his terrors ; and referring hopefully 
to Providence ); ' Perform faithfully the given work on your side, as 
I on mine; for the rest, let what you call “Providence" decide as it 
■—W'^\Proridenee aveugle? Ranke, who alone knows, gives 
Wiade I owAun-i;. What an utterance, on the part of this little 

unusual, accidental to the 
hard moment, and perhaps not so impious as it looks !)—■■ neither our 
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prudence nor our courage shall be liable to blame ; but only circum- 
stances that would not favour ua. * * 

'I prepare myself for every event. Fortune may be kind or be 
unkindj it shall neither dishearten me nor uplift me. If I am to perish, 
let it be with honour, and sword in hand. What the issue is to be — 
Well, what pleases Heaven, or the Other Party {J’ai jele le bonnet par- 
dessus les moulins)l Adieu, my dear Podewils; become as good a 
philosopher as you are a politician ; and learn from a man who does not 
go to Eisner’s Preaching’ (fashionable at the time), that one must 
oppose to ill fortune a hrow of iron ; and, during this life, renounce all 
happiness, all acquisitions, possessions and lying shows, none of which 
will follow us beyond the grave.’ ’ 

‘By what points the Austrian-Saxon Armament will come 
through upon us ? Together will it be, or separately ? 
Saxons from the Lausitz, Austrians from Bohmen, enclosing 
us between two fires ? ’ — were enigmatic questions with Fried- 
rich ; and the Saxons especially are an enigma. But that 
come they will, that these Pandours are their preliminary 
veiling-apparatus as usual, is evident to him ; and that he 
must not spend himself upon Pandours ; but coalesce, and lie 
ready for the main wrestle. So that from April 28th, as 
above noticed, Friedi'ich has gone into cantonments, some 
way up the Neisse Valley, westward of Neisse Town ; and 
is calling-in his outposts, his detachments ; emptying his 
Frontier Magazines ; — abandoning his Upper-Silesian Frontier 
more and more, and in the end altogether, to the Pandour 
hordes ; a small matter they, compared to the grand Invasion 
which is coming on. Here, with shiftings up the Neisse 
Valley, he lies till the end of May ; watching Argus-like, and 
scanning with every faculty the Austrian-Saxon motions and 
intentions, until at length they become clear to him, and we 
shall see how he deals with them. 

His own lodging, or headquarter, most of this time (4th 
May — 27th May), is in the pleasant Abbey of Camenz 
(mythic scene of that Baimgarten-Skirmisli business, in the 
First Silesian War). He has excellent Tobias Stusche for 
* Ranke, iii. pp. 238-241. 



all round him, flowering into gorgeous Summer, as he hurries 
about on his many occasions, not of an idyllic nature. But 
his Army is getting into excellent completeness of number, 
health, equipment, and altogether such a spirit as he could 
wish. May 22d, here is another snatch from some Note to 
Porlewils, from this balmy Locality, potential with such 
explosions of another kind. Camenz, May 23d. "" ‘tlhc 

Enemies are making movements ; but nothing like enough as 
yet for our guessing their designs. Till we see, therefore, the 
thunder lies quiet in us {la^foudre repose en mes mains). Ah, 
could we but have a Day like that May Eleventh ! ’ ® 

Wliat ‘ that May Eleventh ’ is or was ? Readers are curious 
to know; especially English readers, who guess Fontenoy. 
And Historic Art, if she were strict, would decline to infoi'in 
them at any length ; for really the thing is no better than a 
‘ Victory on the Scamander, and a Siege of Pekin ’ (a.s a 
certain observer did afterwards define it), in reference to the 
matter now on hand ! Well, Pharsalia, Arbela, the Scamander, 
Armageddon, and so many Battles and Victories being lumin- 
ous, by study, to cultivated Englishmen, and one’s own 
I'ontenoy such a mystery and riddle, — Art, after considera- 
tion, reluctantly con.sents to be indulgent ; will produce from 
her Paper Imbroglios a slight Piece on the subject, and print 
instead of burning. 
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England, with intent to raise the same. Mustered his Allied Army” 
(once called “ Pragmatic ”), — self at the head of it ; old Count Konig- 
seck, who was not burnt at Chotusitz, commanding the small Austrian 
quota' (Austrians mainly are gone laggarding with D’Ahremberg up the 
Ilhine); 'and a Prince of Waldeck the Dutch, — on the plain of Ander- 
lecht near Brussels, May 4th ; ' and found all things tolerably complete. 
Upon which, straightway, his Royal Highness, 60,000 strong let us say, 
set forth ; by slowish marches, and a route somewhat leftward of the 
great Tournay Road’ (no place on it, except perhaps Steenkerlce, ever 
heard-of by an English reader) ; ‘ and on Sunday 9th May,** precisely on 
the morrow after poor Talleyrand had gone aloft, reached certain final 
Villages : Vezon, Maubray, where he encamp.s, Briffooil to rear ; Camp 
looking towards Tournay and tlie setting sun, — with Fontenoy short way 
ahead, and Antoine to left of it, and Barry with its Woods to right ; — 
small peaceable Villages, which become famous in the Nevrspapers shortly 
after.* Royal Highness, resting here at Vezon, is but some si.x or seven 


miles from Tournay ; in low undulating Country, woody here and there, 
not without threads of running water, and w’ith frequent Villages and 
their adjuncts : the part of it now interesting to us lies nil hetwcou tlie 
Brussels-! ournay Road and the Scheld River, — all in immediate front of 
his Royal Highness, — to south-eastward from beleaguered Tournay, 
where said Road and River intersect. How shall he make some inipros- 
sion on the Siege of 'Pouruay ? That is now the question ; and his Royal 
Highness struggles to manoeuvre accordingly. 

Marechal de Saxe, whose habit is much that of vigilance, forethought, 
sagacious precaution, singular in so dissolute a man, has neglected 
nothing on this occasion. He knows every foot of the ground, having 
Heged here, in his boyhood, once before. Leaving the siege-trenches at 
loumay under charge of a ten or fifteen thousand, he has taken camp 
here ; still with superior force (66,000 as they count. Royal Highness 
being only 50,(W0 ranked), barring Royal Highness’s way. ’Pournay, or 
S trenches there, are on the right bank of the 

securing all on that hand. 'The 

he has nothing to fear, the ground being cut with boss • no a^ettinc 

Sf'’“^e '^liat he calls the « Under 

scheld. The Upper Scheld" too, eastward of the Enemy, can, for 

• ‘50.- Espagnac. ii. z6. 


* Patch of Map at p. 99 . 
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to the south-east, between Hoad and River, where the Enemy is now 
manoeuvring in front of him, from which damage can well come ; and he 
has done his best to be secure there. Four villages or hamlets, close to 
the Scheld and onwards to the Great Road, — Antoine, Fontcnoy, Barry, 
Ramecroix, with their lanes and boscages, — make a kind of circular base 
to his triangle ; base of some six or eight miles ; with hollows in it, 
brooks, and northward a considerable Wood’ {Bois de Barry, enveloping 
Barry and Ramecroix, which, do not prove of much interest to us, though 
the Bois does of a good deal). ' In and before each of those villages 
are posts and defences ; in Antoine and Fontenoy elaborate redoubts, 
batteries, redans connecting: in the Wood {Bok de Barry), an abattls, 
or wall of felled trees, as well as cannon ; and at the point of the tVood, 
well within double range of Fontenoy, is a Redoubt, called of Eu 
(Redoute d’Eu, from the regiment occupying it), which will much concern 
his Royal Highness and us. Saxe has a hundred pieces of cannon ’ (say 
the English, which is correct), ‘consummately disposed along this space ; 
no ingress possible anywhere, e.xcept through the cannon’s throat ; 
torrents of fire and cross-fire playing on you. He is armed to the teeth, 
as they say ; and has his 66,000 arranged according to the best rules of 
tactics, behind this murderous line of works. If his Royal Highness 
think of breaking-in, he may count on a very warm reception indeed. 

‘Saxe is only afraid his Royal Highness will not. Outside of these 
lines, with a 50,000 dashing fiercely round us, under any kind of lead- 
ing ; pouncing on our convoys ; harassing and sieging us, — our siege 
of Tournay were a sad outlook. And this is old Austrian Konigseck’s 
opinion, too ; though, they say, AFaldcck and the Dutch (impetuous in 
theory at least) opined otherwise, and strengthened Royal Highness’s 
view. Two young men against one old : “ Be it so, then ! ” His Royal 
Highness, resolute for getting in, manceuvres and investigates, all 
Monday 10th ; his cannon is not to arrive completely tiU night ; other- 
wise ho would be for breaking-in at once : a fearless young man, fearless 
as ever his poor Father was ; certainly a man eane peur, this one too ; 
whether of much avis we shall see anon. 

' Tuesday morning early, 11th May 1746, cannon being up, and 
dispositions made, his Royal Highness sallies out ; sees his men 
taking their ground : Dutch and Austrians to the left, chiefly opposite 
Antoine ; English, with some Hanoverians, in the centre and to the 
right; infantry in front, facing Fontenoy, cavalry to rear flanking the 
Wood of Barry, — Konigseck, Ligonier and others able, assisting to plant 
them advantageously ; cannon going, on both sides, the while ; radiant 
enthusiasm, sans peur et sans avis, looking from his Royal Highness’s 
face. He has been on horseback since two in the morning ; cannon 


I* 

■has killed chivalrous Gvanvmont 


started thundering between five and six, 
over yonder (the Grammont of Dettingon), almost at the first volley. 
And noWj about the time when ploughers breakfast (8 a.m., no ploughing 
hereabouts today !), begins the attack, simultaneously or in swift succes- 
on the various batteries which it will be necessary to attack and 


Sion 

storm. 


‘The attacks took place; but none of them succeeded, Dutch and 
Austrians, on the extreme left, were to have stormed Antoine by the 
edge of the River ; that was their main task ; right skirt of them to help 
us meanwhile with Fontenoy. And they advanced, accordingly ; but 
found the shot from Antoine too fierce ■ especially when a subsidiary 
battery opened from across the River, and took them in flank, the Dutch 
and Austrians felt astonished ; and hastily di'ew aside, under some shelter- 
ing mound or earthwork they had found for themselves, or prudently 
thrown-up the night before. There, under their earthwork, stood the 
Dutch and Austrians ; patiently expecting a fitter time, — which indeed 
never occurred ; for always, the instant they drew-out, the batteries from 
Antoine, and from across the River, instantly opened upon them, and 
they had to draw-in again. So that they stood there, in a manner, all 
day ; and so to speak did nothing but patiently expect when it should be 
time to run. For which they were loudly censured, and deservedly. 
Antoine is and remains a total failure on the part of the Dutch and 
Austrians. 

‘ Royal Highness in person, with his English, was to attack Fontenoy ; 
— and is doing so, by battery and storm, at various points ; with emphasis, 
though without result. As preliminary, at an early stage he had sent 
forward on the right, by the Wood of Barry, a Brigadier Ingoldsby 
“with Semple’s Highlanders” and other force, to silence “that redoubt 
yonder at the point of the Wood,” — redoubt, fort, or whatever it bo 
(famous Redouts d'Eu, as it turned out 1), — which guards Fontenoy to 
north, and will take us in flank, nay, in rear, as we storm tlie cannon of 
the Village. Ingoldsby, speed imperative on him, pushed into tho 
Wood; found French light-troops (“ God knows how many of them!") 
prowling about there ; found the Redoubt a terribly strong thing, with 
ditch, drawbridge, what not ; spent thirty or forty of his Highlanders, In 
some frantic attempt on it by rule of thumb and found “ Ho would 
need artillery " and other things. In short, Ingoldsby, hasten what he 
might, could not perfect the preparations to his mind, had to wait for 
this and for that ; and did not storm the Hedoubt d’Eu at all ; but hung 
fire, in an unaccountable manner. For which he had to answer (to Court- 
Martial, still more to the Newspapers) afterwards ; and prove that it was 
misfortune merely, or misfortune and stupidity combined. Too evident. 
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[nth May 

progress: Huge British force^ of unknown extent, is readjusting itself 
into column there, and will be upon us on the instant. Here is news ! 

^Vews true enough. The head of the English column comes to sight, 
over the rising ground, close by : their officers doff their hats, politely 
saluting ours, who return the civility ; was ever such politeness seen 
before ? It is a fact ; and among the meniorablest of this Battle. 
Nay, a certain English Officer of mark,— Lord Charles Hay the name of 
him, valued surely in the annals of the Hay and Tweeddale House,— 
steps forward from the ranks, as if wishing sometliing. Towards whom 
(says the accurate Espagnac) ' Marquis d’Autcroche, grenadier-lieutenant, 
with air of polite interrogation, not knowing what lie meant, made a step 
or two: Monsieur,” said Lord Charles GhdvlGS-ho.y)) bid youi 

people fire {fuUes tirer vos gens)\” “Non, Monsieur, nous ne tirons 
jamais les premiers (We never fire first).” ^ After you. Sirs 1 Is not this 
a bit of modern cliivalry.i’ A supreme politeness in that sniffing poco- 
curante kind ; probably the highest point (or lowest) it ever went to. 
iVhich 1 have often thouglit of.' 

It is almost pity to disturb an elegant Historical Passage of this kind, 
circulating round the world, in some glory, for a century past : hut there 
has a small irrefragable Document come to me, which modifies it a good 
deal, and reduces matters to the business form. Lord Charles Hay, 
'Lieutenant-Colonel,' practical Head, 'of the First Begimont of Foot- 
guards,’ wrote, about three weeks after (or dictated in sad sjielling, not 
himself able to write for wounds), a Letter to his Brother, of which here 
is an Excerpt at first hand, with only the spelling altered : * * * 'It 
was our Uegimeut that attacked the French Guards : and when wo came 
within twenty or thirty paces of them, I advanced before our Uegimeut ; 
drank to them ’ (to the French, from the pocket-pistol one carries on 
such occasions), ‘and told them that we were the English Guards, and 
hoped that they would stand till we came quite up to them, and not swim 
the Scheld as they did the Mayn at Dettingen ’ (shameful third-bridge, 
not of wood, though carpeted with blue cloth there) 1 ' Upon which I 


* Espagnac, ii. 6o (of the Original, Toulouse, 1789); ii. 48 of the German 
Translation (Leipzig, I 774 )i our usual reference. Voltaire, endlessly informed 
upon details this time, is equally express : ‘ Milord Charles Hay, caf itaine aiix 
gardes anglaises, cria: “ Messietirs des gardes fran^aises, tirezl^* To which 
Count d’Auteroche with a loud voice answered* etc. {Qsnvres, vol. xxviii. 
P* ^ 55 *) Bee also Souvenirs du Marquis de Valjbns (edited by a Grand-Nephew, 
Paris, i860), p. 151 ; — a poor, considerably noisy and unclean little Book ; which 
proves unexpectedly worth looking at, in regard to some of those poor Battles 
and personages and occurrences: the Bohemian Belleisle-Broglio part, to my 
regret, if to no other person’s, has been omitted, as extinct, or undecipherable 
by the Grand-Nephew. 
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CHAP, vm.] BATTLE OF FONTENOY 

iith May 1745] „ . , 1 1 7 

immediately turned about to our own Regnnent; speeched them, and 

made them huzzah ,’ — 1 hope with a will. 'An Officer’ (d’Auteroche) 
'came out of the ranks, and tried to make his men huzzah; however, 
there were not above three or four in their Brigade that did.’ 1 * * 

Very poor counter-huzzah. And not the least whisper of that sublime 
'After you, Sira 1 ’ but rather, in confused form, of quite the reverse; 
Hay having been himself fired into ('fire had begun on my left’; Hay 
totally ignorant on which side first), — fired into, rather feebly, and 
wounded by those D’Auteroche people, while he was still advancing with 



a a. Fronoh Infantry, c, Gallows-Hill, where King i i. Dutch and Aua- 

6 b. Prenoh Horae. Louis and the Dauphin trian Horae. 

0 . Kodouhl d’En. were. k. Ingoldsby, starting 

d. Subsidiary FrenohBat- /. English Foot. (in vain) to 

tery, which taltoa the ff. English Horse. attack Redoubt 

Dutch in llatik. hh, Dutch and Austrian Foot. d’Eu. 


shouldered arms ; — ujion which, and not till which, he did give it them : 
in liberal dose ; and quite blew them off the ground, for that day. From 
all which, one has to infer, 'niat the mutual salutati on by hat was probably 
a fiict; that, for certain, there was some slight preliminary talk and 
gesticulation, but in the Homeric style, by no means in the Espagnac- 
F7-enr.l1. — nnt ebiviiii-niis p.nin-ram fit all. mere rniio*h banter, and wliat in 


complies^ — what could he else, unfortunate rlieumatic gentleman? — and 
is plucked away in such sudden maimer, he for one, out of that big 
German game of his raising. The twenty vehicles are dragged different 
roads ; towards Scharzfels, Osterodo, or I know not where, — handiest 
roads to Hanover; — and Monseigneur himself has travelling treatment 
which might be complained of, did not one disdain complaint : “ my 
Brother parted from me, nay, my Doctor, and my Interpreter ; ” ’ — not 
even speech possible to me.’ That was the Belleisle Accident in tho 
Harz, Sunday Evening 20th December 1744. 

'Afflicted indignant Valori, soon enough apprised, runs to Friedrich 
with the news, — greets Friedrich with it just alighting from that 
Silesian run of his own. Friedrich, not without several other things 
to think of, is naturally sorry at such news; sorry for his own sake 
even; but not overmuch. Friedrich refuses “to despatch a party of 
horse,” and cut-out Mare'chal de Belleisle. “That will never do, mon 
cher !” — and even gets into froides plaisanteries ; “ Perhaps the Marechal 
did it himself? Tallard, prisoner after Blenheim, made Peace, you 
know, in England ? ” — and the like ; which grieved the soul of Valori, 
and convinced him of Friedrich’s inhumanity, in a crying case. 

'Belleisle is lugged-on to Hanover; his case not doubtful to Miinch- 
hausen, or the English Ministry, — though it raised great argument, 
“was the capture fair, was it unfair? Is he entitled to exchange by 
cartel, or not entitled ?” and produced, in the next eight months, much 
angry animated pamphleteering and negotiation. For we hear by and 
by, he is to be forwarded to Stade, on the Hamburg sea-coast, where 
English Seventy-fours are waiting for him ; his case still undecided ; — 
and, in effect, it was not till after eight months that he got dismissal. 
“ Lodged handsomely in Windsor Palace," in the interim ; free on his 
parole, people of rank very civil to him, though the Gazetteers were 
sometimes ill-tongiied, — had he understood their patois, or concerned 
himself about such things.^ 

' It was a current notion among contemporary mankind, this of Fried- 


’ Letter of Belleisle next morning, ‘Neuhof, 21st December, 9 a.m.’ (in 
Valori, i. 204), to Mlinchbausen at Hanover, — by no possibility ‘to Valori,’ as 
the distracted French Editor has given it 1 
® ‘Tuesday 18M Ptbruary’ (ist March 174S), ‘Marshal Belleisle landed at 
Harwich ; lay at Greenwich Palace, having crossed Thames at the Isle of Dogs : 
next morning, about 10, set out, in a coach-and-six. Colonel Douglas and two 
troops of horse escorting ; arrived 3 p.m.,— by Camberwell, Clapham, Wands- 
worth, over Kingston and Staines Bridges,— at Windsor Castle, and the apart- 
ments ready for him.’ (Gentleman’s Magazine, 1745, P- ’ 07 -) Was let go 13th 
(24th) August, again with great pomp and civilities (ib. p. 442). See Adelung, 
iv. 299, 346 ; V. 83, 84. 




ncli, tlvfit liouotHiOH cniiiiirii migiit tie » moro ('olUmitin, mcmit to lirlnp; 

iilioiit n I’oftco in Unit 'I’nltiinl IriHhioii, witlo of tho truth na such n 

notion ia, fur na any Ih'ftoo wiia IVniii folhnvinff. 'I’o UriUiiinio (ioorffo 
and hla llniiovorliiMH it linil mondy aooim'd, Horn waa n ohiof War- 
Captain and DipUmvatiat uiiuuik tho fronrh J tho pivot of all thoao 
world-wido movcmonla, aa Vnluri clofitioa him ; which pivot, a clianco 
offoring-, it wore well to twitrli from ita aoclcot, and aoo what would 
follow. Porlmpa nothing will follow; next to notliliig? A world, all 
walUlng in mad war, ia not to ho atoppod hy acting on any pivot ; your 
waltzing world will find now pivota, or <to without any, and purhapa 
only waltz Ihu moro madly for wanting tho principal ono. ' 

Tins withdmwnl of lU'Iloi.slo, the oiio P’ronolinmn rcwpoolod 
by I'Viodrifli, or nmrh iiitorf.slcd for Ids own snkt; in thiiig;H 
German, is rerkontul a innin cuust! why Iho h'lviu’h Alliance 
turned-out so ill for hVicdrich ; and why h'rcnch ed'ort took 
more and moro a NcthovlandH direction tlicnccforlh, and Llu'sc 
new Trench inagnanindticH on Fvieilvich’s behalf issued in 
futility again. I’rohahly they never ctntld have issued in 
very much : but it is oerlain that, from this point, they also 
do bceouio zero ; and that Frietirirh, from his l''ronch alliance, 
rcajied from first to last nothing at idl, except a great deal of 
ohlotpiy from German neighbours, and from the Freneli side 
ondle.ss trouble, anger and di.sappoinimeiit in every particular. 
Which might be a Joy (Ihoiigli not umnixed) to Jlritannio 
Majesty and the .subtle fowlers who bad ginned tin’s (im; 
Hellcisle bird in its flight over tin! Harz Ilange ? Though 
again, had they pa.ssively let him wing Ids way, and he had 
got ‘to he (loiinnander and Manager,' as was in agilation,- — 
he, llclleisle and in Gerniany, instead of Mureehal di! Saxe 
with the Nellierlands im chief scene, ^ — what an advantage 
ought that have Iieen to them J 

The Kniser Kurl VII. ffftx centred Ojipir.woii.t, in n ir/i^k 
Vdj/. Fru'drtfh [trnjHwn Pfittr^ hut to no joirptm' 

A still saildiT ero.ss for Friedrieh, in tlie current of foreign 
Acciderd:s and Diploniaeies, was tlie next that hef’ell ; exactly 

voi- V, K 
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a month later, — at Munchen, 20th January 1746. Hardly 
was Belleisle’s back turned, when her Hungai'ian Majesty, by 
her Bathyani and Company, broke furiously in upon the poor 
Kaiser and his Seckendorf-Segur defences. Belleisle had not 
reached the Harz, when all was going topsy-turvy there again, 
and the Donau-Valley fast falling back into Austrian hands. 
Nor is that the worst, or nearly so. 

‘ Milnchen, 20th January 1746. This day poor Kaiser Karl laid down 
Ills earthly burden here, .and at length give all his enemies the slip. He 
had been ill of gout for some time ; a man of much malady always, with 
no want of vexations and apprehensions. Too likely the Austrians will 
drive him out of Munchen agiiin ; then nothing but furnished lodgings, 
and tlie French to depend upon. He had been much chagrined by some 
Election, just done, in tiie Chapter of Salzburg.^ The Arclibishop there, 
— it was Firmian, he of the Salzburg Htnigralion, memorabie to readers, — 
had died, some wliile ago. And now, in flat contradiction to Imperial 
ouetoms, prerogatives, these people had admitted an Austrian Garrison ; 
and tlieu, in tlio teeth of our express precept, had elected an Austrian to 
their benefice ; wliat can one account it but an insult as well as an 
injury? And the neuralgic maladies press sore, and the gouty twinges; 
and liolloisle is seized, perhaps with important papers of ours ; and the 
Seckoudorf-Segur detachments were ill placed ; nay, here are the Austrians 
already on tlie throat of them, in mid-winter ! It is said, a babbling 
valet, or lord-in-waiting, happened to talk of some skirmish tliat had 
fallen out (called a battle, in the valet rumour), and how ill the French 
and Bavarians had fared in it, owing to their ill behaviour. And this, 
add they, proved to be the ounce-weight too much for the so heavy-laden 
back. 

‘The Kaiser took to bed, not much complaining; patient, mild, though 
the saddest of all mortals ; and, in a day or two, died. Adieu, adieu, ye 
loved faithful ones ; pity me, and prey for me ! He gave his Wife, poor 
little fat devout creature, and his poor Children (eldest lad, his Heir, 
only seventeen), a tender blessing ; solemnly exhorted them. To eschew 
ambition, and be warned by his example; — to make their peace with 
Austria ; and never, like him, try com’ e duro calls, and what the charity 
of Christian Kings amounts to. Tills counsel, it is thought, the Empress 
Dowager zealously accedes to, and will impress upon her Son. Tliat is 
the Austrian and Cause-of-Liberty account: King Friedricb, from the 
other side, has heard a directly opposite one. How tlie Kaiser, at the 


' Adelung, iv. 249, 276, 313. 
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point of deathj exhorted his soDj ''Never forget the services which the 
King of France and the King of Prussia have done us, and do not repay 
them with ingratitude.” * The reader can choose which he will, or reject 
both into the region of the uncertain. "Karl Albert’s pious and 
affectionate demeanour drew tears from all eyes,” say the bystanders : 
"the manner in which he took leave of his Empress would have melted 
a heart of stone.” He was in his forty-eighth year ; he had been, of all 
men in his generation, the most conspicuously unhappy.’ 

What a downrush of confusion there ensued on this event, 
not to Eavaria alone, but to all the world, and to King 
Friedrich more than another, no reader can now take the 
pains of conceiving. The ‘ Frankfurt Union,’ then, has gone 
to air ! Here is now no ‘ Kaiser to be delivered from 
oppression ’ : here is a new Kaiser to be elected, — ‘ Grand- 
Duke Fi'anz the man,’ cry the Pragmatic Potentates with 
exultation, ‘ no Belleisle to disturb ! ’ — and questions arise 
innumerable thereupon. Will France go into electioneering 
again ? The new Kur-Baiern, only seventeen, poor child, 
cannot be set-up as candidate. What will France do with 
him ; what he with France ? Whom can the French try as 
Candidate against the Grand-Duke F Kur-Sachsen, the Polish 
Majesty again ? Belleisle himself must have paused uncertain 
over such a welter, — and probably have done, like the others, 
little or nothing in it, but left it to collapse by natural 
gravitation. 

Hungarian Majesty checked her Bavarian Armaments a 
little : ‘ If perhaps this young Kur-Baiern will detach himself 
from France, and on submissive terms come over to us ? ’ 
Whereupon, at h'll'inchen, and in the cognate quarters, such 
wriggling, dubitating and diplomatising, as seldom was, — 
French, Anti-French (Seckendorf busiest of all), straining 
every nerve in that way, and for almost three months, nothing 

cominfr of if. till TTiincrnrinn Mnipstv spnf Viov 'RnronUnno 


Friedrich has still his hopes of Bavaria, so graiulilociucnt 
are the French in re<rard to it; wlio hut would hope? 'I'hc 
French dii)loniatisc to all lcn‘>ths in Munclu'n, iiroinisiup; seas 
and mountains; but they perform little; in an clleclual 
manner, nothing, llavarian ‘Army raised to (iO, ()()(),’ counts 
in fact little above half that number; with no (Jeiicral to it 
but an imaginary one; Segur’s actual French conlingciit, 
imstcad of iiSjOGO is perhaps 1^,000; and so of other 
things. Add to all wliich, Seckendorf is there, not now as 
War-General, but as extra-oHicial ‘Adviser’; busier than 
ever, — ‘scandalous old traitor!’ say the b’ceiich ; and 
Friedrich may justly fear that Bavaria will go, by collapse, a 
bad road for him. 

Friedrich, a week or two aftc'r the Kaiser’s death, seeing 
Bavarian and French things in such a hypothetic state, 
instructs his Amba.s.sador at Loudon to declare his, Friedrich’s, 
perfect readinc.ss and wish for Peace: ‘ Old 'rrealy of Breslau 
and Berlin made indubitable to me; the rest of the quarrel 
has, by decease of the Kaiser, goiu! to air.' h’o which the 
Britannic Majesty, rather elated at this Lime, as all Pragmatic 
people are, answers somewhat in a careless way, ‘ Well, if the 
others like it!’ and promises that he. will propose it in the 
pro})er (juartcr. So that henceforth there is always a ho])e 
of Peace through Kngiand ; as well as conlrariwisi', e.speeiidiy 
till Bavaria settle itself (in April next), a hope, of gn-at 
a.s.sistance from the F'rench. Here are potentialities and 
counter-potentialities, which make the Bavarian Intricacy 
very agitating to the young Jving, while it la.st.s. And 
indeed his world is one huge imbroglio of Potentialities 
and l)i])lomatic Intricttcie.s, agitating to behold, (‘oncerning 
which we have again to remark how thesi; huge. Spectres of 
Diplomacy, now lilling Friedrich’s wi)rld, came mostly in 
result to Nothing; — shaping themselves wholly, for or against, 
in exact proportion, direct or inverse, to the. actual (^luantity 
of Battle and edective Performance that happened to Ik* 
found in Friedrich himself. Diplomatic Speidralilies, wide 
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Fatamorganas of hope, and hideous big Bugbears blotting-out 
the sun : of these, few men ever had more than Friedrich at 
this time. And he is careful, none carefuler, not to neglect 
his Diplomacies at any time ; — though he knows, better than 
most, that good fighting of his own is what alone can 
determine the value of these contingent and aerial quantities, 
— mere Lapland witchcraft the greater part of them. 

A second grand Intricacy and difficulty, still more enigmatic, 
and pressing the tighter by its close neighbourhood, was that 
with the Saxons. ‘ Ai-e the Saxons enemies; are they friends.? 
Neutrals at lowest ; bound by Treaty to lend Austria troops ; 
but to lend for defence merely, not for offence ! Could not 
one, by good methods, make friends with his Polish Majesty.?’ 
Friedrich was far from suspecting the rages that lurked in 
the Polish Majesty, and least of all owing to what. Owing 
to that old Moravian-Foray business ; and to his, Friedrich’s, 
behaviour to the Saxons in it ; excellent Saxons, who had 
behaved so beautifully to Friedrich ! That is the sad fact, 
however. Stupid Polish Majesty has his natural envies, 
jealousies, of a Brandenburg waxing over his head at this 
rate. But it appears, the Moravian Foray entered for a 
great deal into the account, and was the final overwhelming 
item. Brlihl, by much descanting on that famous Expedi- 
tion, — with such candid Eyewitnesses to appeal to, such 
corroborative Staff-officers and appliances, powerful on the 
idle heart and weak brain of a Polish Majesty, — has brought 
it so far. Fixed indignation, for intolerable usage, especially 
in that Moravian-Foray time : fixed ; not very malignant, 
but altogether obstinate (as, I am told, that of the pacific 
sheep species usually is) ; which carried Brlihl and his Polish 
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excessive. For our next Campaign, if it is to be done in the 
way essential, there are, by rigorous arithmetic, 9OO,000Z.’ 
needed. A frugal Prussia raises no new taxes ; pays its Wars 
from ‘ the Treasure,’ from the Fund saved beforehand for 
emergencies of that kind ; Fund which is running low, 
threatening to be at the lees if such drain on it continue. 
To fight with effect being the one sure hope, and salve for all 
sores, it is not in the Army, in the Fortresses, the Fighting 
Equipments, that there shall be any flaw left ! Friedrich’s 
budget is a sore problem upon him ; needing endless shift 
and ingenuity, now and onwards, through this war : — already, 
during these months, in the Berlin Schloss, a great deal of 
those massive Friedrich- Wilhelm plate Sumptuosities, especi- 
ally that unparalleled Music-Balcony up stairs, all silver, has 
been, under Fredersdorfs management, quietly taken away; 

‘ carried over, in the night-time, to the Mint.’^ 

And, in fact, no modern reader’, not deeper in that dis- 
tressing story of the Austrian-Succession War than readers 
are again like to be, can imagine to himself the difficulties of 
Friedrich at this time, as they already lay disclosed, and kept 
gradually disclosing themselves, for months coming ; nor will 
ever know what perspicacity, patience of scanning, sharpness 
of discernment, dexterity of management, were required at 
Friedrich’s hands ; — and under what iinminency of peril, too ; 
victorious deliverance, or ruin and annihilation, wavering fear- 
fully in the balance for him, more than once, or rather all 
along. But it is certain the deeper one goes into that 
hideous Medea’s Caldron of stupidities, once so flamy, now 
fallen extinct, the more is one sensible of Friedrich’s diffi- 
culties ; and of the talent for all kinds of Captaincy, — by no 
means in the Field only, or perhaps even chiefly, — that was 
now required of him. Candid readers shall accept these hints 
and do their best : — Friedrich himself made not the least 
complaint of men’s then misunderstanding him ; still less will 
he now ! We, keeping henceforth the Diplomacies, the vaporous 
* Orlich, ii. 126-128, 





CJiAr. vi.j 

Foreshadows, and general Dance of Unclean Hpiril-t with 
intrigues and specLralitics, well uiulergrmiml, «) far iw iHnnhU-, 
will stick to what conies ui> as iiradical I’crfm'mtuirt' »» 
Friedrich’s part, and try to give intelligihle accmml of that. 

Valori says, he is greatly changed, and for the Indter, by 
these late reverses of fortune. All the world notict-^ it, 
Valori. No longer that brief iiifalliliility of iiiaiiiier; that 
lofty light air, that politely disdainfiii view of \alori and 
mankind ; he has now need of men. (lomplaitiH of nothing, 
is cheerful, (|uizzicah - ardently hii.sy to 'giiotloitl the 
notches,’ as our jiroverh is; has a milti huiimm* a-ijHi-t, 
something of modesty, almost of piety in him. Help no-, 
thou Supremo I’ower, Maker of men, if my [inr(>o',tv» am* 
manlike! Though one does not go ujum tin- nf 

h'orty-Hours, or ajiply through Ht. ViluH and Mti li eliiinnel®, 
there may bo something of aulhoiilie petition to lleavrn mi 
the thoughts of that young man. lie is grown very amiable ; 
the handsomest young bit of Uoyidlv now going, Ih- miHt 
fight well next Summer, or it will go hartl with bini ! 


C'lIAl’TKU VI 


VALORI OOK.S ON AN KI.KCrtONKKKINCi Tt» 

Dltl'.SDKN 


SoAiK time in .Tamiary, a new I’renelmian, n ' ( bevaiin >le 
Courten,’ it the name is known to hihIuhIv, wa.-s bet*- at 
Berlin; consulting, settling about mulu»d‘ inl.-imb. ai.d 
operations, binec Belleislc is .simlcheil frnni ui, it !» (kmfs 
sary some Courten .should emne ; and pimhne «h,st h,- 
got: little of seLtlement, I sbonld fear, nf delinile 
that will hold water; in regard to War n]H-ial .mr> .boH^ a 
magazine of clouds.' For 11, e n-.l, Ihe lhna,,«» .|u.-,tn.n ; 

‘ Si>cciinein ef il, in Kanke, in, jur 


and very specially, Who the new Emperor is to be ? ^ King 

of Poland, thinks your Majesty?’ — ‘By all means,’ answers 
Friedrich, ‘ if you can ! Detach him from" Austria ; that 
will be well ! ’ Which was reckoned magnanimous,- at least 
public-spirited, in Friedrich ; considering what Saxony’s 
behaviour to him had already been. ‘ By all means, his 
Polish Majesty for Kaiser; do our utmost. Excellencies 
Valori, Courten and Company ! ’ answers Friedrich, — and for 
his own i^art, I obsei've, is intensely busy upon Army matters, 
looking after the main chance. 

And so Valori is to go to Dresden, and manage this cloud 
or cobwebbery department of the thing ; namely, persuade his 
Polish Majesty to stand for the Kaisership : “Baiern, Pfalz, 
Kdln, Brandenburg, there are four votes. Sire ; your own is 
five : sure of carrying it, your Polish Majesty ; backed by the 
Most Chi’istian King, and his Allies and resources ! ” And 
Polish Majesty docs, for his own share, very much desire to 
be Kaiser. But none of us yet knows how he is tied-up by 
Austria, Anti-Friedrich, Anti-French considerations ; and can 
only ‘ accept if it is offered me ’ : thrice-willing to accept, if it 
will fidl into my mouth ; which, on those terms, it has so 
little chance of doing ! — Saxony and its mysterious affairs and 
intentions having been, to Friedrich, a riddle and trouble and 
astonishment, during all this Campaign, readers ought to know 
the fact well ; — and no reader could stand the details of such 
a fact. Here, in condensed form, are some scraps of Excerpt ; 
which enable us to go with Valori on this Dresde Mission, 
and look for ourselves : 

1°. Friedrich's Position towards Saxony 

* * ‘By known Treaty, the Polish Majesty is bound to assist the 
HnnKarian with 12,000 men, “whenever invaded in her own dominions.” 
Polish Majosty had 20,000 in the field for that object lately, — part of 
them, 0,000 of thorn, hired by Britannic subsidy, as he alleges. The 
question now is. Will Saxony assist Austria in invading Silesia, with or 
without Britannic subsidy? Friedrich hopes that this is impossible . 
Friedrich is deeply unaware of the humour he has raised against him- 


lit tiip .''antin i uurl fin-lt'H ; iitiw tlui I'liunli Mhu'hIj* ri'KiinlM Uml 
MtiMviim Kiirn)- ; with M<lmt » iH'rti'ct Imlri'ti liUlo Uriilil rognnlM him, 
I'rii'ilrirh ; niui tu wlmt piti'li unitimmir, iitt-iiij? to thono Munivinii Foriiy 
aUrvitt)}®, nmri loiiss'ii nhmil utitl iiiltiiiiiHii tiTiiliiiioit. of tlio poor Snxoii 
Army, not to tiKHttimi otlifr o(ft'iu’«'« mill nlllirlivo (•oiiMiili'tiiliimM, Hriilil 
h»s l-niat'ii till' Bimiilti I’nlUli Muji'sty H;{uuiHt Kril'th'li’ll. 'I'lit'HO IhliiKX, n« 
llipy grBilimllj' utifolilwl thrmaolvi'* to Frii'ilrii'li, wort' vi'ry Kiiriiri«iiig. 
Ami |intviHl vory tliMtlvnittiiK«oiu>i i«t tlm (irt'spiil juiu'liiri' mill for ii limj^ 
tiiim RltorwAriU. Til Frii'ilrii'li ilUml'imtiiKi'ioix niiil niirjii'ining: ; mill to 
Haxiiiiy, in till' riiil, ruinnna ; jimir .‘'nxniiy Imviitir ^ot itf hiii'k lirokoii liy 
tliPiii, Riul iipviir xtiHiit II |i ill ttio wnrlil niiii'n 1 lliiiiii'il hy ihiii wri'trhncl 
littli* llrilhl ; mill fi’iliii i'il. iVnm tlio tirnl iilm i' in N'lirtlicrn ToiitMi'lilnml, 
to R ftoriimt nr ililnl, nr no rrol {ilm'i' ut nil,' 


Tlitir u u * (’nitm i>f M'nr.njtc’ (Kth Jnmmiv IT-l'i'i); 
tnul M\il miirr utllt/ a * Tizitti/ n/' H'ltr.rntt' ’ (Htli 
Jiiminr)' l.Hlh Miiv IT-fcij) 

'Jmiimry nth, 17'ti‘l, lirfnro tin’ Olil Iii'i>»aiii'i' ((ill ritiilii'il In Frtili'- 
nirn Rjjaiiiot t'fiiiiii, thru' liRil fiiiiiliiilnl iUrlf nl \VnrimM', hy w-«y of 
rmiiitruHilar til thr " FfAiiktnrl fniiin," « ''Iiiiiini of M’lirsnw," riilh'il 
nliiii " Qii«ilrit|ili’ AllUlirr of U niosw " ; thn I’mlini to wlih'h won' I’lilUh 
Mnjinly, IlinijjBroin illUo, I'ninr Miivrrx, anil thr two Hra I'livirrii fti 
l’tir»rh"lilrr« ; »liiiiiUlliijr. to tltri rllri t ; "Wr h'loir will hiihl tiigi'llirr 
ill atfalro liftin' Uriih ormiii llml lUiiKi'riniB hViiiihl'iirt wti will" 

i|u R 'siiii'ty Ilf oRliilnry tliiiit?" ; mi'l nx our inmlii'nl lliiii),', "'ilii'ir 
hIirII hr, ihia HrRwiii, .'tH.iHXl Hamtiis ftiiijniiiril In tin' AiiBltiiiii I'liri'r, for 
whii'li wr .N’R I'owrro will tiiriii«h mihiiiily.'" Tliix wan thr iilii' JirNrllral 
|Hiiiit Bii(iMlRtri|, Jainiary nth ; amt fnrihrr than thin ihn f'rR I'liwam illil 
not ({‘‘i ti'iw nr atlrtwariio, in that nllair. 

' lint ihrra wot ihrn )iiii|ni«ril hy thr I'nlioli ami nilliKalian Majoiitlwi, 
111 thr fiiriii of Mrrrrl Atllrlro, an iiltrriiir I'lnirrt ; with wliii li till’ •Hra- 
I'nwpfii, pn (iftwnliig (iirrr iholwlirf ami rvrn ahlnirrriirr of it, rrfilHril to 
ItRVr any rnm rru imw nr hrin rforlh. l'«ll»h Mainity, 111 lui|irii It woilhl 
hR'r hrrii hriSrr talirii, h»"l fti'rit hla .'Ui,niai Bnhlirrii at r iiitr of miliniily 
mirai iiliiooty ln», only I .Vi.imti,'. fur thr whnlr; hill thr Hrn l*nwrr« 
«rrr iiir»ni«)'lr, jirrhalia aliiinat rrjHintril of Vlirir Ir'iii.iKHi/, ; ami wouhl 
hrar iiotlnn}; fafthrr ni Borrrt Aftlilra hiiiI ilrlirinm 1‘injrrtR. 

'Jin that thr " I'niini nf W'ltrtav" hail tn rrtiir In itn |ii),;i*iin hnlr, 
rmitriit with jirnilin iiiji tlnwir .'Mi.inmi .Huxtina fur thr iiiiinrilinti' ni'caiiiiin ; 
aiiit ihrrr hail tn hr tiinrnrtril hrtwrrii thr I'nllnli anil 1 ItiiigRriRII 
Majpalira tlirfmnl'r® what is rinw, in thr imiilrni l’mn|ililrl 0 , rallril A 



‘’Treat;/ of ^^'^lll•Hn■lv,’'--mudl tliffon'iit from the inuori'iit of 

"WarHaw"; tlioogli it iH nmroly tlio spi'cifyiiii^ niul fixinK-'lown of wliat 
had boon Hlmdovvoil-out hh wicrot codioila In aiiiil Union," wlii'ii tlm Soa- 
Power partioH oltHtinatoly roooilod. *rrcaly of W^arwtw lot un ronlinuo 
to call it; tlion/;b it« actual birtli-placo wan U'ip/.ig (in tlio profotnuU'at 
Bocrocy, Kith May l 7 dfi), above four moiilliH after it bail tried to bo born 
at M'^arsaw, and failod an aforoBaid. W'artiaw Union ia not worth ajicvikinp; 
of; but tbiH other in a Treaty liiKlily rwuarkalde to llie rtavderj—and to 
I'Viodrich was almost infinitely «o, wbon ho came to ^et wind of it long 
after. 

‘''I’reaty which, though it jirovod nhortional, and never came to fulfil- 
moiit in any part of it, in at tlnii day one of the reniarkaldeiit hita of 
slicopakin extant in the world. It waa aigned lllth May 17 'lfi I * and liad 
coHt a great deal of pninfui contriving, cajiable Mtili of new altering and 
rotoucliiiig, to bit mutual viewa : 'Preaty not only for reconi|nering .Hileaia 
(wbicli to the Two MajeHlieB, though It did not to the .Sea i’owera, aeeinM 
infallible, in Priedricli'a now ruined circumetunce«), hut for culling' 
down that bad Neighbour to miiuclhiiig like the ilimenaionH projier for 
a lirandeidiurg VaHHid -in fact, (luito tho old "Uetehlable Project" of 
Spring 17 'U, only more eluborated ii\lo detail (in whicli Hritaninc Ueorge 
knowH bettor than to meddlo !) .‘^nxony to have ahare of the parlnga, 
when wo get them. "M'hat ahare?" nuked Saxony, and long keepa 
asking. “A. road to Warsaw; strip of Country carrying us frum the 
end of tho r,auNiU, which iw ours, into I'oland, which we trust will 
continue oiirH, would ho very handy! Duchy of (ilugau ; sume small 
paring of Silesia, won't your Majesty?" "Of my .Hilesia iiul one hand- 
broadth,'' aii.sworod the Queen impatiently (thuiigh she did at last 
concede some outlying hnnilhrcndtliH, famed old “ Circle uf tirhuiehnw," 
If 1 recollect) ; and they have had to think uf other enulvalent [mrings 
for Saxony’s behoof (Magdeburg, Ilnllierslndl, Siinle Circh', nr nne knnws 
not what); and have lind, and will have, their adiiPM tn get It lixeil. 
Excellent bearskin to he slit into straps ; only the hear is still on Ids 
feet! — Polish Majesty and Hungarian, Palish with espeeinl vigmtr, Drithl 
(liiito restless upon it, are,- little aa Valor! or any mortal cimld dream of 
it, — engaged in this parUUou uf the bearskin, wlien Valeri arrivM. Of 
their innocoiit Union of \V'arHaw, llirn'o was, from the first, no secret 
made; hut tho Document now called " '/’rnifi/ of Warsaw" needs In lie 
secret and thvice-sccret ; and it was net till Wi'il! that Friedrich, having 
unearthed it by indostrieH of Ids own, and studied it with great Intensity 
for some years, made it known to tho world.'” 

’ Schbll, ii. 350, 

” Adelucg, v. 308, 397 ; Kaukc, iii. 23* (who, for wiiuc. tcASuu el hi-i own, 
dales ‘ 31/ May ' instead of 18/A}, 



'IVfntit'S, vnimrDUH FiifOKhiuliiwti of Kvontu, liavo ofloiiPHt Bomo.tliiiit? of 
lliOKliOhtiii lilt'll! ; mill nro iiit|>(irliiiio In huniiiii imtiiro, loiigiiiff for tlio 
KvoitU Uu'iiiHolvi'N ; nil llio mori' if lhi>y Imvo jirovi'tl nlioi tioiinl 'rrontioMj 
mill liofomo iloiilily ({lio»t-likt' or )(lmi||y. Novi'i IIioIomh tlio rcntli'r in lo 
nolo wi'll thin Trenty of NVnnuiw, n» iiiiportmit lo Krioilrioh mill him ; 
mid liitli'i'd il in |u'flift|m tlio n'mnrktthlinil Troiily, nliorliontil or ronllHoil, 
vi'liii'li got to )mroliiiu'iit in tlmt t^oiiliiry. Kor Ihiiugh it jirovoil olior- 
lioiml, mid no jmrt of it, now nr nflorwnrdii, ooiilil Im oxoinilod, mill ovoii 
tliii DuliHidy mid i'!0,(lll0 Siixoiik (ulljiiilnli'il In tho " Union of ^\'llrHmlr") 
lioi’iimo crow’ti-iiioat in a iiimiiior, iIiIh prt'lorimliirnl '''IVonly of W'nr- 
•mir," trodilem-ilinra novor no iiiiii’h liy Iht* liool of Di'nliiiy, mid liy tlio 
ii'i'iglit of Now 'IVi'iitli'it, tiiiiii'rHrdiitg it nr iiri'Nii|i]ioning ilK iiiipoiiHiliilily 
or iiii'oiu'oiviiliilily, would hy no inoniiM dlo (mirli llio liiiiiimir of Ilrillil, 
of tlurrii'ii MiijoHtii'H mill ollii'i'd) : Imt liiy nllvo iiiidor llio iihIioh, oiirofolly 
ti'tidi'd, for 'IVii or 'rwciily Voiirn In l•olllo ; mid lind got nil Kiiropo 
kiiidli'd ngiiiii, for dratroclion of llml Imd Noiglilmiir, lioforo It would 
ilHi'lf roiiHi'iit lo go out ! And did mu-rord In gotling Hiixony'H Imok 
liriikon, If not llio Imd Ni'iglihoiir'H, in miowor lo llio liiimoiir of lillle 
Itri'ilil ; iinrnrtiintilo Mnxoiiy to pniMoiut hiirli ii Ilrillil ! 

In tlitoio liomilifiil Niimhi Aii><trimi dovolopim'iilH of tlio 'rroiity of 
\Vm'siiw, C/nriim Ivllwiliotli, holdiing nlioiil In Unit unliividy whirlpool of 
Inli'igiii'H, miiiiiii'H, dovtilioiiH mid »lrong liiimir, wliiidi lior lliHtory Ih, 
look (oHk lint for whiit roiimin) n livoly pin t : mid tilromly in lliiH Spring 
17dfi, llioy Itiipo idit> I'.oiild, hy ' ii gift of Iwo inillioiiH for lior jiloimiiriiH ' 
(gift MO I'liHj' to you Sou I'owoib), ho uUrri'd up lo migor ngniiiMl Kriodrloli. 
And hIio did, in olToi'l, iVoiti lliii tiiiio, liooor iihoiit In it mminor iiiiohUoiI'- 
nhlo to I'Vlodrii'h ; llioiigli iiol yol in migor, hiil only with Uio wiidi In lio 
iiiilioiimit, mid lo imiko horoolf foil In I'oirign iiiruiiM, M’hoUior llio 
Soii-l’iiworM giivo hor Ihiil Iritio of porkol iiioiioy ('for hor ploiiHinoM '), 
I novor know ; hut it in oorliiiii ihoy upont, lirnl mid Iti'd, vory lurgo 
AiiioiintM llml wny, upon hor mill horn; otporiiilly tlio Mngllnli did, wllh 
wlml romill nmy ho ronnidoiod *|iioi>tionuhlo. 

Am for tiriif von Ilrillil, iiioni riniiig inuii of Stixoiiy, oiii'o ii pngo ; now 
hy indiintry King Aiigiidt iii.‘» fir»l fuvourilo mid fiiolnliim; Uio fiirt Lli/it 
lio oordiiilly hiiloji hViodrirh in too ovidoiil; hut llio why in iiiiL known 
to nio. Kwopl indooil, 'l lml no iiinii, oapoi'inlly no iimii with throo 
liiiiiilrod mid nixly livo funhonmhlo riiIIm of olollioa UBiinlly nhoiit hliii, 
dilforonl «iiit l•m■h dtiy of Iho yi-.ir, run ho ^•olnfoll(^hlo in Iho ovidonl 
l•oIllolllpt of miothor mmi. iUlior inmi of iimrn>il!r Imiiloriiig lin n, too ; 
toiigiio «linrp loi iiooillofi ; tthono Huyiiign mmiy hirdw of tho nir mo hiiny 
to mrry nhout. Voiir tillor yrivr, Itruhl uloiihtlonii with holp oiuiiigh Unit 
WAy, if tlioro tniil noodod Biirh) hiiton hiiii nioro mid nioro ; mi tho too- 
ioviftl C^uriim liorMolf foinoa In do, woniidod hy tliingii llml liirdn Imvo 
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carriotl, And ninv ho nill K" “‘I'* Viilori. I'l'ltor iiitn mmin 

tliiiigfl tlmn Viildi'i yot rnii. 

3°. Viilori's Account of his Mixsloo (in niiii[iri'v,fti rnnu)' 

'Vnlofi' (I I'tiuld (^iii'Hd nliimt tlio UHli nf I'Vl.ni.'iiy, Imt (lior.' ii iiii 
(late at all) ' waa doaimli'lii'd to llri'«dt>li »il!i that tiiii' jitnin t. l'iili«li 
Majf.sly for KaiBor: in niilliinWd to (tlfi'r riii.iMMi mi'ii, »itti iiiuiipy 
corroHpondiiiff, and no ond of hriilianl imltooka ; mu«l Kroji Imi K lii« 
oH'oVHj liowflvor, if ho find tho pcoplo iiidi»iio-icd, U hii h ho tlid, to an 
extromo do/troo ; nothing hut vaKm’ talk, iirm-raatiniitioii, hl•altalilln on 
tho part of llriihl. Thia wroti'hiol liltlo lliohl )m« titi'Ko toihiti 
flowing for him, and throo hundri'd and nixly fu o «oit<i of t loihci ; so 
many «HiU, all pklurod in a Ihmk ; a valol onlors ou'ry loorniitg, 
propoHOH a Huit, which, after dclilicration, with pt'ilmp« atociMltncnto, Ik 
nocodod to, and worn at dinner. \’niio'»t of hoioan clolhca hotBca ; 
fooliahcHt coxcomh Valori Inw acen : it i« vitihly hi« loilii'ii that it wua 
ho, llrUhl, hy Ida Saxon auxiliarica, hy hi» nm-iicrty ntr.ikcB of policy, 
that c.hockmaled hVlcdrich, and drove him from llohemin lant Vc.ir ; and, 
for tho rCHt, that Friedrich in ruined, and will either ahiik out ni .'*de«ia, 
or ho out to rildiona there hy the AiiBlrinn fon e thi» .Sommer. ‘I'o which 
Valori hiid.H diiiBont; hut It la 111 recciicd. Valori »cc« the Ivini,'; hnila 
him, as expected, tho facHiudle of llrdhl in thin matter; dr«oU tloaritii 
tho like: how otherwiHO? 'I’liey have hi« .\laieBty in their leash, and 
load him an they pleiiNC, 

'At four ovory morning, lifiH t!uarini, Jesuit fonfcoMir to tlm King 
and Quoen, comea to BriUdj Bridd bcUIcb with him »lml hi® M.ncsiv 
shall think, in roferimce to curri'iit hu»ini’'", this d«y ; (omnin then 
goes, eonfoHSOH hoth MajcHlics; confe«Heit, aloohea, turns in the due way 
to Bocular maltorH, At nine, liriihl him«ptf iirrivc», lor I'rivy ( outn il: 
"What is your MajcHly pleiiBcd to think on these points of current 
buHinoBB?” Majeaty Mcrcnely iBHuen hi« thoughta, in the form of ordera ; 
which aro found correc.t to pattern. 'I'liii Ik the pno-css wiili tii« Majesty. 
A poor M.ijoHty, taking deeply into lohacco ; this is the way they have 
him bonoltfid, an in a dark eoeoon of c(diweh», rendering the whole world 
invlHihlo to him. Which c.unniiig arrangement i® more eml more per- 
fected every year; ho that on all rimilH he Iravi-lii, he it to toa»s, to hont, 
to dinner, iinywhilher In IiIm I'alaco or out of it, there are faithful 
crenturcH keejiing oyo, who admit no iinwife noiii to the least gliini.se of 
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them iu his timej not one of which did any business at all, but ended 
in Liberum Veto, and Billingsgate conflagration, perhaps with swords 

drawn ; > — business more and more disagreeable to him. What can i 

Valori expect, on this heroic occasion, from such a King ? ^ 

'The Queen herself, Maria Theresa's Cousin, an ambitious hard- ! 

favoured Majesty, — who had sense once to dislike Briihl, but has been 
quite reconciled to him by her Jesuit Messenger of Heaven (which latter 
is an oily, rather stupid creature, who really wishes well to her, and 
loves a peaceable life at any price), — even she will not take the bait. 

Valori was in Dresden nine days (middle part of February, it is likely) ; 

never produced his big bait, his 60,000 men and other brilliances, at all. J 

He saw old Peldmarschall Konigseck passing from Vienna towards the 

Netherlands Camp ; where he is to dry-nurse (so they irreverently call ^ 

it, in time coming) his Royal Highness of Cumberland, that magnificent 

English Babe of War, and do feats with him this Summer.’ Konigseck, < 

though Valori did not know it, has endless diplomacies to do withal ; • 

inspections of troops, advisings, in Hanover, in Holland, in Dresden 1 

here;“ — and secures the Saxon Electoral-Vote for his Gi'and-Duke in j 

passing. ‘ The welcome given to Konigseck disgusted Valori ; on the 
ninth day he left ; said adieu, seeing them blind to their interest ; and 

took post for Berlin,’ — where he finds Friedrich much out of humour at : 

the Saxon reception of his magnanimities.® j 

This Saxon intricacy, indecipherable, formidable, con- ^ 

temptible, was the plague of Friedrich’s life, one considerable ' 

plague, all through this Campaign. Perhaps nothing in the > 

Diplomatic sphere of things caused him such perplexity, ! 

vexation, indignation. An insoluble riddle to him ; extremely ‘ 

contemptible, yet, — with a huge Russia tacked to it, and j 

looming minatory in the distance, — from time to time, ' 

formidable enough. Let readers keep it in mind, and try : 

to imagine it. It cost Friedrich such guessing, computing, i 

arranging, rearranging, as would weary the toughest reader to i 

hear of in detail. How Friedrich did at last solve it (in j 

December coming), all readers will see with eyes ! — ? 

j 

® See Buchholz, ii. 154 ; etc. ® Anonymous, Duke of Cumberland, p. 186. 

® Valori, i. 211-219 ; CEuvres de FridMc, iii. 84-86. For details on Brtlhl, 1 

see Graf von Briihl, Lebtn und Charakter No Place) : Anonymous, by one 

Justi, a noted Pamphleteer of the time: exists in English too, or partly exists; - 

but is unreadable, except on compulsion ; and totally unintelligible till after very 
much inquiry elsewhere. 


MhliUf-lihbw Anntj in u xla^-^nin^ \tiitc ; thf llux-iu ian 
Inlriivt'i/ xtillt-x ilsrlj', thf xami^ IVai/ 

Early in March it hfconics miniiisalilc dial MaillchtiiH’s 
Mklclle-Ilhiuc Ai’iny will not gn a good nmd. Miiillchtiii has 
been busy in tliose coiinlrirs, wdi'kiiig i*xti‘iisi\c disrciiitfitt ; 
bullying mankind ‘to join tin* I'raiikfurt Ihdon,' lo join 
Franco at any rale, which nobody would coum-iiI to; and 
exacting niorcilcMs contrihnliotiM, a'hicb ever) body hatl to 
conaent to and pay. -And now, on l)’Aliiviidicrg’s nii’ro 
advance, with that poor Fniclioii of IVagnmtic Atniy, 
roused from its winter .sleep, Maillcbois, willmnt waiting for 
D’Ahremberg’s attack, rapidly calls-in his truculent detach 
nients, and rolls confusedly hack into the Frankfurt regions,* 
Upon which D’Ahremberg, if hy no means going upon 
Maillcbois’s tliroat,— -sets, ut least, to coercing Wilhelm of 
Hessen, our only friend in those parts ; who is already a 
good deal di.sgusted with tlie Maillebois procedures, and at 
a lo,ss what to do on the Kaiser's death, which has kilhsl 
the Frankfurt thiion too. Wise Wilhelm consents, under 
lyAhremberg's menaces, to become N’eidral; and recall his 
6,000 out of naiern, - wishes he had them home benivle him 
even now 1 

With an Election in the wimi, it i.s douhty neeessarv for 
the French, who have not evem a (’andidate as yet, to stand 
supreme and minatory in the Frankfurt (‘ounlry; nttd to 
King Friedrich it is painfully ipiesthmahle, whether Maillelmis 
cun do it. ‘ Do it we will ; douht not that, your .Majedv ! ‘ 
answer Valor! and the Freiicli ; and simly to imiki* impnae 
ments, reinforcements, in their Ithine Army. Ami they do, 
at least, change the General of their Midtlie Uhiiie Arm\, 
that is to say, recall Prince Conti out of Italy, where In- has 
distinguished himself, and send Maillelmis thither in his stemi, 
—who likewise distinguishes himself thar, if that emdd Im a 
' Adclung, iv. 376.3SJ (DcccmUr Mai.li 1741;), 


couilort; to hh ! \\lu‘tluT tlio iliKUnguiHiuvl ( onli wui 
iimintnin Ihiit I'Yiinkfurt ('ouiitry in njiito of tlx* Anslriiuw 
ftiul tlu'ir Klcclion niovfux'iilH, is still a ([iifstion with I'Vicd- 
rich, though Vnlori contimifd assuring him (alwavH till July 
came) that it was beyoiui (lucslion. ‘ Siege of 'rounmy, 
vigorous ('ampaign in the Netljerlantls (for behoof of Hritannic 
(Icorge)!' this is the grand French program for the Year. 
This good intention was achieved, on the French part ; but 
this, like Aarou's-rod among the. serpents, proved to have mint 
the others as it wriggled along! — 

'Those MaillelKiis-D'Ahremberg adairs throw a dam[i on 
the llavariau (,)ue.stion withal; in fact, settle the Havarian 
Question; her Hungarian Majesty, tired of the delays, having 
ordeml Hathyaiu to shoulder-anus again, and bring a decision. 
Ilatbyani, with Hiirenklan to right of him, and Mrowiie (our 
old Silesian friend) to left, goes sweeping across those 
.Scckendorf-Segur posts, and without dilliculLy tumbles every- 
thing to ruin, at a gnvnd rate, 'I’lu* traitor Seckendorf had 
made such /i choice of posts,- left unaltered by Drum 
'I'hdrring; what coidd hVench valour do P Nothing; neither 
French valour, nor Havarian want of vahnir, could do any- 
thing but whirl to the right about, at sight of the Anslrian 
Sweeping- Ap|)aratns ; and go oil’ explo.sively, im in former 
instances, at a rate almost unicpie in military annals. I'’inished 
within thr<*e weeks or so ! We glance only at two points of 
it. March iilsl, llathyani stuoil to arms (to bfninnn we might 
call it), Browne on the left, Biirenklau on the right : it was 
March it 1st when Bathyani started from I’assau, up the 
Donau (’ountrie.s; and within the week coming, see : 

' Vihho/tit, ‘.HIM Miirrh Hero, at tlip iniailh tiC llis Vils Ulvrir 

(ladwesn Inn ami Issr), In tlin first rnnsiilt'nibln l*ii»t ; gsrrihnti Binnn 
4,tHK); IleimisnH hikI riinin I-'iieilrieU tlm ininn imil, «liii linve tlieir 
slmra nf valunr, 1 dars say ; Iml with auch iinwa tml of Heaann, not to 
spottk of tlm jirosjieelii In thin Coniitry, bio iirolinltly in pnoriah Hpititu 
for Miilinff, tisnainl Ilrowno niintiauit* Ilium in Vil»litili>u, lliia day ; and, 
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on tliolr iiogntive, BloriUH-in upon them, ImritlH tliom to pifi oN ; npioi 
wliicli they lu'nt rtmiiiiirln. Hiil tin' t'l'oiitM, wlio sro rori'ioodt, I'liro 
nothing fur chamiido ; go plunduring, HliniKht(>riiig ; horn lliupotir Town; 
hutchor’ (in round numlmru) ';i,l>llllof tlio poor lIoHiitinu ; and wrioiiui 
Gonornl Urownu IiiinHtdf, wlillo ho too volu'inontly intrrl’oti’D.' Tliia 
was the fnmlo of tlioHO (), 0()0 IIoMsiaiiH, and indood Ihoir jiriiu ipal fuiirtion, 
while in h'ronoii pay; -and muat Imvo lu'i'H, wo ran judgo how »ur. 
priaing to Prince Kriodricli, ainl to liia I’upa on hoaring of it ' N'oto 
anothor point. 

ProciHoly aliout thia lime twolvomonth, ' ^^arrh lillli, tlio aamo 

Prince Friodrlcli, willi nunaindor of tlnmo Iloasinna, now again roiiiploti’d 
to OjOOOj and come linck willi omphaMiH to the llritannir >ido of tiling*. 
waH~marohlng out of Kdinhurgh, in iniirli aUte, '« ith utri’aioi'ra, kottio 
drums, Highness's coachoa, hornoa, led-horat‘«. on an unoiportrd orraiul.’ 
Toward Stirling, Perth; towards Killicrrankio, and raising of what ia 
called 'the Siege of IHair in Athol' (inoul ininulo of 'aiogra,' hot mth. 
tending a great angle there and then) ; —mueh of unexpri ted, and nearer 
home tiian ‘Tournay and the Netherlanda (‘ainpaign,' haring happein'd 
to Britannic tlemgo in the courao of IIiIh year IT Jf' ! ' Ileally very lino 

troops, those lloHslaim' (ohserveH my orthoilox Whig iVieiotl’ ' they rarry 
swords as well as guns and Imyomds ; tludr uniform U hlue tiirnml up 
with wliito: the Hussar part of them, ahoul iiiHi, have ttrimilato of a 
groat lengtli ; small horses, mostly hlark, of .Swedish hrml ; swift 
durahlo little crenluroH, with long tails.' Ilonmirs, dinners, to hU 
Serene Higluioss had been numerous, during the lliree weeks we had 
been in Edinhurgh : 'especially that Ball, h'elnuary '.'Ul (o si, eve of his 
Consort tlio Princess Mary's Blrtliday ' (roe of hirtluiay, * let o» dam e 
the nuspiolouB morning in') ' was, for aniiieure of Noldlily and tientry 
of both sexes,’ a sublime thing. * * 

Pfilffemo/m, April IfiM. ' tlnfortuiiale .Hcgnr, tlm .Hegor of Lins 
throe years ago,— whose condinil was great, arrordiog to Valorl, hut 
poworlosa against traitors and fate, - was again, om e more, unfortunate 
in those parts, tfnfortuimte Srgur drnw-uji at Pfnirenhofen (lenireot 
the Country, many miles from Vil«lmfmi) to defend him .elf, when fallen 
upon by Biiroiiklau, In lliat iinnner ; imt rmild not. tlomgli with 
masterly domoaiumr ; and had to retreat three days, willi his fare to tlie 
enemy, so to speak, lighting and manmuvriiig all the way ; no shelier for 
him either but Milnchon, and that a most temporary one. Instead of 
taking .Strauhingon, taking Pnssaii, perhaps of ptuhing tm to Vienna 
itself, this is what wo have already rimio to. No Itliine Army, Middle- 

• Adelung, iv, 356, and the Imlf-imclliKilde Fisit notr io Kauke, iii. sjn. 

* Henderson (Wliie Kye.wllne«), liistoiy t,f (ht AV.'#,', '.»•«, 1^41; .j«.f (746 
(Condon, 1748, tcptlni from the Kdinhurgli cditimi), pp, 114, io4i, toy. 
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Rhine Army, Coigny, Maillebois, Conti, whoever it was, would send us the 
least reinforcement, when shrieked to. No outlook whatever but rapid 
withdrawal, retreat to the Rhine Army, since it will not stir to help us.i 

'The young Kur-Baiern is still polite, grateful’ (to us French), 
' overwhelms us with politeness ; but flies to Augsburg, as his Father 
used to do. Notable, however, his poor fat little Mother won’t, this 
time : "No, I will stay here, I for one, and have done with flying and 
running; we have had enough of thatl” Seckendorf, quite gone from 
Court in this crisis, reappears, about the middle of April, in questionable 
capacity; at a place called Piisseu, not far oflf, at the foot of the Tyrol 
Hills ; — where certain Austrian Dignitaries seem also to be enjoying a 
picturesque Easter ! Yes indeed : and, on April 22d, there is signed a 
“Peace of Filssen” there; general amicable As-you-were, between 
Austria and Bavaria ("Renounce your Anti-Pragmatic moonshine for 
evermore, vote for our Grand-Duke ; there is your Bavaria bade, poor 
wretches !”) — and Seckendorf, it is presumable, will get his Turkish 
arrears liquidated, 

'The Bavarian Intricacy, which once excelled human power, is settled, 
then. Carteret and Haslang tried it in vain’ (dreadful heterodox inten- 
tions of secularising Salzburg, secularising Passau, Regensburg, and 
loud tremulous denial of sucli); — 'Carteret and Wilhelm of Hessen’ 
(Conferences of Hanau, which ruined Carteret), ' in vain ; King Fried- 
rich, and many Kings, in vain : a thing nobody eould settle ; — and it has 
at last settled itself, as the generality of ill-guided and unlucky things 
do, by collapse. Delirium once out, the law of gi’avity acts ; and there 
the mad matter lies.' 

‘ Bought by Austria, that old villain ! ’ cry the French. 
Friedrich does not think the Austrians bought Seckendorf, 
having no money at present ; but guesses they may have 
given him to understand that a certain large arrear of 
payment due ever since those Turkish Wars, — when Secken- 
dorf, instead of payment, was lodged in the Fortress of 
Griitz, and almost got his head cut off, — should now be 
paid-down in cash, or authentic Paper-money, if matters 
become amicable.^ As they have done, in Fi’iedrich’s despite ; 
— who seems angrier at the old stager for this particular 
ill-turn than for all the other many ; and long remembers it, 
as will appear. 


* Adelung, iv. 360, 
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CHAPTER VII 

FRIEDRICH IN SIDESIA ; UNUSUALLY BUSY 

Heke, sure enough, are sad new intricacies in the Diplo- 
matic, hypothetic sphere of things ; and clouds piling them- 
selves ahead, in a very minatory manner to King Friedrich. 
Let King Friedrich, all the more, get his Fighting Arrange- 
ments made perfect. Diplomacy is clouds ; beating of your 
enemies is sea and land. Austria and the Gazetteer world 
consider Friedrich to be as good as finished : but that is 
privately far from being Friedrich’s own opinion ; — though 
these occurrences are heavy and dismal to him, as none of us 
can now fancy. 

HeiT Ranke has got access, in the Archives, to a scries 
of private utterances by Friedrich, — Letters from him, of a 
franker nature than usual, and letting us far deeper into his 
mind ; — which must have been well worth reading in the 
original, in their fully dated and developed condition. From 
Herr Ranke’s Fragmentary Excerpts, let us, thankful for what 
we have got, select one or two. The Letters are to Minister 
Podemls at Berlin ; written from Silesia (Neisse and neigh- 
bourhood), where, since the middle of March, Friedrich has 
been, personally pushing-on his Army Preparations, while the 
above sinister things befell. 

King Friedrich to Podewils, in Berlin (under various dates, 
March — April 1745) 

Neisse, Wth March. * * 'IVefind ourselves in a great crisis. If we 
don t, by mediation of England, get Peace, our enemies from different 
sides' (Sasony, Austria, who knows if not Russia withal !) ‘’will come 
plunging-in against me. Peace I cannot force them to. But if they 


l5th March-iith May 1745] 

April (no day given). 'In any case, I have my troops well 

together. The sicknesses are ceasing ; the recruitments are coming 
in : shortly all will be complete. That does not hinder us from making 
Peace, if it will only come ; but, in the contrary case, nobody can accuse 
me of neglecting what was necessary.’ 

Apriin th {stiM from Neisse). * * 'I toil day and night to improve 
our situation. The soldiers will do their duty, 'fhere is none among 
us who will not rather have his back-bone broken than give-up one foot- 
breadth of ground. They must either grant us a good Peace, or we will 
surpass ourselves by miracles of daring; and force the enemy to accept 
it from us. ’ 

April 20th. ‘ Our situation is disagreeable ; constrained, a kind of 

spasm : but my determination is taken. If we needs must fight, we will 
do it like men driven desperate. Never »vas there a greater peril than 
that I am now in. Time, at its own pleasure, will untie this knot ; or 
Destiny, if there is one, determine the event. The game I play is so 
high, one cannot contemplate the issue witli cold blood. Pray for the 
return of my good luck.’ — ^Two days hence, the poor young Kur-Baiern, 
deaf to the French seductions and exertions, which were intense, had 
signed his ‘ Peace of Fussen ’ (22d April 1746), — a finale to Prance on 
the German Field, as may be feared ! The other Fragments we will 
give a little farther on. 

Friedrich had left Berlin for Silesia March 1 5th ; rather 
sooner than he counted on, — Old Leopold pleading to be let 
home. At Glogau, at Breslau, there had been the due 
inspecting : Friedrich got to Neisse on the 23d (Bathyani 
just stirring in that Bavarian Business, Vilshofen and the 
Hessians close ahead); and on the 27th, had dismissed Old 
Leopold, with thanks and sympathies, — sent him home, ‘to 
recover his health.’ Leopold’s health is probably suffering ; 
but his heart and spirits still more. Poor old man, he has 
just lo.st, — the other week, ‘5th February’ last, — his poor 
old Wife, at Dessau ; and is broken down with grief. The 
soft silk lining of his hard Existence, in all parts of it, 
is torn away. Apothecary Fos’s Daughter, Reich’s Princess, 
Princess of Dessau, called by whatever name, she had been 
the truest of Wives ; ‘ used to attend him in all his Cam- 
paigns, for above fifty years back. “Gone, now, for ever 
gone ! ” ’ — Old Leopold had wells of strange sorrow in the 
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iiigg 0 (J heart of hinij — sorrow, and still better things, 
which he does not wear on his sleeve. Here is an incident I 
never can forget; — dating twelve or thirteen years ago -(as is 
computable), ‘ middle of July 1732.’ 

‘Louisa, Leopold’s eldest Daughter, Wife of Victor Leopold, reigning 
Prince of Anhalt-Bernburg, lay dying of a decline.' Still only twenty- 
three, poor Lady, though married seven years ago ; — the end now evi- 
dently drawing nigh. ‘A few days before her death,— perhaps some 
attendant sorrowfully asking, “ Can we do nothing, then ? ’’—she was 
heard to say, “ If I could see my Father at the head of his Regiment, yet 
once !’”— Halle, where the Regiment lies, is some thirty or more miles 
off; and King Friedrich Wilhelm, I suppose, would h.ave to be written 
to :— Leopold was ready the soonest possible; and, ‘at a set hour, 
inarched, in all pomp, with banner flying, music playing, into the 
Schloss-hof (?a.hce Court) of Bernburg ; and did the due salutations and 
manoeuvrings, — his poor Daughter sitting at her window, till they 
ended ’ ; — figure them, the last glitter of those muskets, the last wail 
of that band-music ! — 'The Regiment was then marched to the Waisen- 
haus {Orphan-house), where the common men were treated with bread 
and beer ; all the Officers dining at the Prince’s 'Pable, All the Officers, 
except Leopold alone, who stole away out of the crowd ; sat himself 

upon the balustrade of the Saale Bridge, and wept into the river,’ * 

Leopold is now on the edge of seventy ; ready to think all is finished 
with him. Perhaps not quite, my tough old friend ; recover yourself a 
little, and we shall see 1 

Old Leopold is hardly home at Dessau, when new Pandour 
tempests, tides of ravaging War, again come beating against 
the Giant Mountains, pouring through all passes ; from 
utmost Jablunka, westward by Jagerndorf to Glatz, huge 
influx of wild riding hordes, each with some support of 
Austrian grenadiers, cannoniers ; threatening to submerge 
Silesia. Precursors, Priedrich need not doubt, of a strenuous 
regular attempt that way. Hungarian Majesty’s fixed in- 
tention, hope and determination is, To expel him straightway 
from Silesia. Her Patent circulates, these three months ; 
calling on all men to take note of that fixed fact, especially 
on all Silesian men to note it well, and shift their allegiance 
X-thtn (i2ino ; not Rannfps, but Anonymous like his), p. 234 n, 
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accordingly. Silesian men, in great majority, — our friend the 
Mayor of Landshut, for example ? — are believed to have no 
inclination towards change : and whoever has, had clearly 
better not show any till he see ! ^ — 

Friedrich’s thousandfold preliminary orderings, movements, 
rearrangings in his Army matters, must not detain us here ; 
— still less his dealings with the Pandour element, which is 
troublesome, rather than dangerous. Vigilance, wise swift 
determination, valour drilled to its work, can deal with 
phenomena of that nature, though never so furious and 
innumerable. Not a cheering service for drilled valour, but 
a very needful one. Continual bickerings and skirmishings 
fell out, sometimes rising to .sharp fight on the small scale : — 
Austrian grenadiers with cannon are on that Height to left, 
and also on this to right, meaning to cut-off our march ; the 
difficult landscape, furnished out, far and wide, with Pandour 
companies in position ; you must dash-in, my Burschen ; 
seize me that cannon-battery yonder ; master such and such 
a post, — ^there is the heart of all that network of armed 
doggery; slit asunder that, the network wholly will tumble 
over the Hills again. Which is always done, on the part of 
the Prussian Burschen ; though sometimes not without diffi- 
culty. — His Majesty is forming Magazines at Neisse, Brieg, 
and the principal Fortresses in those parts ; driving-on all 
manner of preparations at the rapidest rate of speed, and 
looking with his own eyes into everything. The regiments 
are about what we may call complete, arithmetically and 
otherwise ; the cavalry show good perfection in their new 
mode of manoeuvring ; — it is to be hoped the Fighting 
Api^aratus generally will give fair account of itself when 
the time comes. Our one anchor of hope, as now more and 
more appears. 

' In Ranke (iii. 234), there is vestige of some intended * voluntary subscription 
by the common people of Glatz,’ for Friedrich’s behoof; — contrariwise, in Orlich 
(ii. 380, ‘6th February 174S,’ from the Dessau Archives), notice of one indi. 
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On the Pandour element he first tried (under General 
Hautcharmoi, with Winterfeld as chief active hand) a direct 
outburst or two, with a view to slash them home at once. 
But finding that it was of no use, as they always reappeared 
in new multitudes, he renounced that ; took to calling-in his 
remoter outposts ; and, except where Magazines or the like 
remained to be cared for, let the Pandours baffle about, 
checked only by the fortified Towns, and more and more 
submerge the Hill Country. Prince Karl, to be expected in 
the fonn of lion, mysteriously uncertain on which side coming 
to invade us, — he, and not the innumerable weasel kind, is 
our important matter ! By the end of April (news of the 
Peace of Filssen coming withal), Friedrich had quitted Neisse ; 
lay cantoned, in Neisse Valley (between Frankenstein and 
Patschkau, ‘ able to assemble in foi-ty-eight hours ’) ; studying, 
with his whole strength, to be ready for the mysterious Prince 
Karl, on whatever side he might arrive ; — and disregarding 
the Pandours in comparison. 

'fhe points of inrush, the tideways of these Pandour Deluges seem to 
be mainly three. Direct through the Jablunka, upon Ratibor Country, 
is the first and chief ; less direct (partly supplied by re/luences from 
Ratibor, when Ratibor is found not to answer), a second disembogues by 
Jagerndorf; a third, the westernmost, by Landshut. Three main in- 
gresses : at each of wliich there fall-out little Fights ; which are still 
celebrated in the Prussian Books, and indeed well deserve reading by 
soldiers that would know their trade. In the Ratibor parts, the invasive 
leader is a General Karoly, with 12,000 under him, who are the wildest 
horde of all : 'Karoly lodges in a wood : for himself there is a tent ; his 
companions sleep under trees, or under the open sky, by the edge of 
morasses.' i It was against this Karoly and his horde that Hautcharmoi’s 
little expedition, or express attacking party to drive them home again, 
was shot-out (8th — 21st April). Which did its work very prettily ; 
Winterfeld, chief hand in it, crowning the matter by a ' Fight of Wur- 
bitz,' ‘—where IVinterfeld, cutting the taproot, in his usual electric way, 
tumbles Karoly quite into the morasses, and clears the country of him 
for a time. For a time; though for a time only ;-Karoly or others 


‘ Ranke, iii. 244. 
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returning in n wi'i’K nr two, to it MtiU hij^nor rxlnut of lliotinniui»4 ; tni»' 
rhiiivoiiH M t'vnr in thii-"!' lUlitiur -N miumUu fciiiiitrii'u. I'piiu 
l'’rii>tlri('li, limlinff Uii« an pntllp»'t liimini'Ki, titiil iinUtiiijf likt' llii' iiuisl 
impiirlfliit, U up fur tliu pruiunt ; rail* in lii« ri'iiiult'r (lulacliiiu'uta ; 
liHH IiIh MHK«»iuuH wtrtuil luuiu’ tu ihtt Juirtri'w 'riivrns, Kanily trying', 
mu’o or MO, to liiuilrr in timt i>|H<ratiini, 1ml mily again gutting hiii rrnwii 
Itrokon.' dr if rnrling In' Um ilitlirnlt, still tin nut wastu your Magrwino; 

Margraf Karl, for inaUnru, 1« onlurud tu Jitgi'rnilurf with hU jli'titoh" 
inont, 'to eat tlio Maga^iim*; hungry I’anilunrn luuking on, till ho 
llnlMh. On whirh orrasiim a runuHnwl littio l-'ight tmik phti'o (hightof 
Ni'uhUuU, or of Jflgornilurf Ni'notaiU), an shall Im niuntiunml farlhor on, 

Ho that, for rortaln wroh» t<i I'umo, tho 'rutpali hi'rit'M had fri'o l•mtl■MO, 
in tlioMO Frontior partn; and worn loft to rniu alumt, undur rhui'k only 
of tho Oarrihun Towti* ; Ftiodrioli hoing uldigi'd to look oUiwOioro nitor 
highor jioriU, whioh woro now runiing in so<w, In which fav(oirahht 
('irouiUMlaiit'oM, Karoiy and (‘onwirt* did, at laot, make ono ntroko in 
IhoMO Ualilior rouiilrio* 1 that of Koii'l. which was greatly consolatory.® 
' Ity trcachory of an Mnaign who lm<l dcscrtuil to thuoi * (jirovokcd hy 
rigour of dlaclpllnti, or »oun> Intolortthlo tiling), llicy glided alcallliily, 
ono rdghl, arroMa the tlltchon, into Kind* (a half forlilicd placu, I’ruMlan 
works only half”Aniaho(l) ; which. Imlng the Key of tlio Odor in tlinao 
pnrlM, Ihoy rocktined a glorioiiB coiuiucal; nf gooil omen and worthy of 
Tf-dtfwm at Vienna, And they did eagerly, wilhmit the Icaal niole«U" 
tlon, laliour to t'tnn)ilete the l'rti»»inn works at KoscI : 'One garrison 
already ou I'M !' which wna not had from them willmol haltering (and I 
hollove, liiirning), when deneral von Nn’isnu came to ini|uire aller it, In 
Autunm next. 

I'Vicili'ii'li Innl iilwin-s lii>|if(l llml I lie Shmuim, wlni iiri' nut 
yet in (It'clineil Wnc with him, thougli Innind hy 'rienlv In 
lUHHi.st the (Jiitcen nf Ilunptnrv tmilrv ceitivin cnnililiunM, wnnht 
not vi'iiUire im (tclinil Invii.siun of hi-* 'I'l-i rilni'ici ; hut in 
this, ftji mniffjt nnlici|mtf, Fiimhiih liinli hiin-mlf luialnkfii. 
\Vfis',(>nft‘N is hasteniii),!; fiinn itn- I .nilinet il /. ninth vvcsti-rii 
(iniuler, where he hna winleiril, to join IVinee Knrl, who is 
gnllitTing liiiiiaelf Iroin ()h)iitt/ ninl liin autilh eM'dern home 
region ; their full inlfitliint ja l<i iinnile Sileaia tiip;ether, luni 
lliey hope now nt lenglh to innki* nii einl of I'Vieth ieh (unl it. 
'riieat; Paiuloiir hoidr-i, <tii|iptirtt-d hy the in coi-.nry gictnidiera 

> ' Fighi ut M »'> * rf, .May ^'ti t* nil li. M. I4I ), 

* grfh May 1745 {Ktiivti, >■ lyf. ijh), 



anCi CaiinonierSj are aciio aa , uicac cauiiuc incnisdLv 

beat him ; but they may induce him (which they do not) t 
divide his Force ; they may, in part, bum him away as b 
slow fire, after which he will be the easier to beat. Listea 
of which, Friedrich, leaving the Pandours to their luck, lit 
concentrated in Neisse Valley ; watching, with all his facultiei 
Prince Karl’s own advent (coming on like Fate, indubitabl* 
yet involved in mysteries hitherto) ; and is perilously sensibl 
that only in giving that a good reception is there any hop 
left him. 

Prince Karl, ‘who arrived in Olmiitz April 30th,’ com 
mands in chief again, — saddened, poor man, by the loss c 
his young Wife, in December last; willing to still his grief i 
action for the cause she loved ; — but old Traun is not wit^ 
him this year ; which is a still more material^ circumstance 
Traun is to go this year, under cloak not of Prince Karl, bu 
of Grand-Duke Franz, to clear those Frankfurt Countrie 
for the Kaiserwahl and him. Prince Conti lies there, witl 
his famous ‘ Middle-Rhine Army’ (D’Ahremberg, from tb 
western parts, not nearly so diligent upon him as one couli 
wish); and must, at all rates, be cleared away. Tram- 
taking command of Bathyani’s Ai-my (now that it ha 
finished the Bavarian job), is preparing to push-down upo: 
Conti, while Bathyani (who is to supersede the laggai*i 
D’Ahremberg) shall push vigorously up ; — and before sumine 
is over, we shall hear of Traun again, and Contr will hav 
heard ! — 


Friedrich s indignation, on learning that the Saxons wer 
actually on march, and gradually that they intended to in 
vade him, was great ; and the whole matter is portentousl 
enigmatic to him, as he lies vigilant in Neisse Valley, waiting 
on the When and the How, Indignation ; — and yet there i 
need of caution withal. To be ready for events, the OL 
Dessauer has, as one sure measure, been requested to talc 
charge, once more, of a ‘ Camp of Observation ’ on the Saxo: 


*'ri)!itit‘r (its of nitl, \u 17 4M; niul luis \i\% fnuM'tit 

(’(uii|) »f Miifjilrlilug,’ M*iui(}i !)f l)»-.kiur; fur it liml 
•ariotis timuft niul » . rliiHkiitj'-* itf v<iur iinml, thru 

ayiiij^M of it on, hwiviiT, tuiii nj'aitt lifn\ivr, juTtiniiiig 

;o oiufs Yiirions of thr Saxtiu M\fitrrv; ftiul wr ftloill 

icnr (‘lunigli rtliinit it, inlrnmtfontly, (ill Ik'irinlM'r ooming; 
vhfti it oiitiwl in I* win wp Bhnll not forgot ! On wliirli tnko 
,hi.H Note : 

'Tlip Crttnji itf ttiwi’rmtiuii was t*< li»vp Muy Ul; itiil 

imnt'wImUalt'r, ''opar nut tun rt»:sp mi tlu' Fmtitipr, itur in 

ut> ulannitiK »trpiij{t)t ; waa to ali.iiit ;<*i,i«ni ; m MtiirU Btatp * 

milliill’ tif Auffllit) 'n iitpjil (I'S walil !«1 U ipaknu, thpll til Ilit'akrtii, i (nap 
III lliM Hiw'on UpiiIpi' ; «ii‘l tir«»iiip, «iiti a Na«iiii t »ui|i Ijin^ i Iimp 
l|iJMHlitP, Wltl tVor fuiliiaf!) itupulrupcl, I.r Atnmat ilprUii'il, mi .Hamtiiy 
ly Kril’tliii'll, Ml ftJanniiijjly oprimio matspi. Ft inttu It, tiuwpipr, attain 
■lipcki’il lii« Imiiil ; Btiil lint mil rmmuHiiiiatP tilt N'livpiiilipr IlpiTiiilipr, 
Itiil dill llipti riiiiaiiMOtiatp ; urr stly Atfiitiiet ht« witU; ttiid In a way 
;l«iiilnxly vlaltile In all nipn !’ * 

l‘'ritKlrirh'« own iiuidptilnl ut U'i<iiitr>i (witnt imiro wo Iium’ 
of l''mi'liim« from Uip riKtt-wil'i latlii-i), in .••nrh |voilotiliini 
iiH[ii'i-t of nUiur.H, msiv iiow Im wuilli gi\ing. It ii mil miw* to 
ifoi'dmi tlmt Im wiili-i, gnily uniinaiiiiiiig luitni-lf, lOi in tin* 
iMi'iilWur, [iiinr .Iiiiiliin lii”i liingni-iliing, tin -.f nmin mnnttri ; 
i’(iiiMUiii)ilivi*, loo fiiiiriilh lUiiig ■ Not to .Iiiiiliui, lliin tiiiii' ; 
nor in Hit' llonim ' mm, Imt n fur tlirti-iPitt ! 


Frktlrivh In Finle-uth {»ui iM-fni,-, April Min IT-ttSV 

Apiil «Olli nr »ii, tlrdn* am onnp in Itcrliil (iirilpra, tii Pnilpwila'a 
llitt'iir at mil'll a tlimi,tFt*, IsitFct « aid, alimiM tlmtiil tm aa^tlilinj, 
Up ()|tii’ial llnariln, tliP amt l(i«ti»r|titti| itnik alP tii Uptakp 

llPinsi'lv rii : til all litr.an, ig all iin|il'r, 5 U«liln jitni n ; 

II Mfllin, tlip 1*11 l^i 3 ai. t Un4*l Faiiilly, if llipi likr it Imtlrr, 

’iiili'Wilo in limiiir, 'tan alas.ditijt mi rmt,' ttiPir>i|nin In Ku lirl, 

I’liat lip lliijira till’ iiiansjti-li.r;.'., ' ir, a , at tail) i iinlint-miii V,' will tin 

* * A J-lli t ^SSl * i 'l: srr.l s : » o . ' , ii 1 ' 

* tlllnli, )i I j >. J. Jl,, . j. . I,. 4 '.-, n ttjy ih ; I Ml?. 


' April * * "I fiw unittT»lttii(l luiw )im nrf lUH'tiaj', 

you Itorlioora. I Imva tlio miwt to lon' of you all ; Imt I am nuiol. and 
l)ro]inrod for ovoilU. If llio }taxmi« tako pari," a« tlioy siirtdy will, " In 
tlio Invasion of ISiloaiu, and wo boat llioni, I am dotorininod to plungo 
into Saxony. I'or Kroat nmlndioa, thorn nooil j^roat roniodio#. Kithor I 
will innintnln my all, or ol«n hmo my all," llloar it, friond ; and nndnr. 
stand It,— with hair lyliiK flat!) "It la tfiio, tho diaatfoitioii of iho 
Russian duort, on aiioh triflinjf ({rmimU, waa not to ho oxpoi tojl ; and 
groat miaforluno ran hofall ua. W'oll ; a soar or two nvuninr, a ynar or 
two Inter, it in not worth onn'M while to hothor aloml the very worst. 
If thlngH takn the heller turn, our romlition vull he enrer and (inner 
than it wan hoforn. If wo have nothifiK to reproarh muaelvra with, 
nuithor need wo fret and plague ooraehea aluoit had event't, whii h ran 
hapjien to any man." " I am ranHing de«|ialrh a Herret t h'der for lloden " 
(on you know what), "whirh you will not ihdiver him till 1 give «ign.'" 
— On lioaring of tlui IVaro of l•'ilH«en, jierhajw a ilay or bo later, Kiiml- 
rli'.h again wrilaa : 

'April' (no (liHlliu-t dale; Kel»He »till i* QuiU N'ej«9e ,kpril "llth). 
* ♦ ‘■pence of KilaHen, Havnrin lurneil Bgain»t me.' "1 ran say 
nothing to lt,“-oxrepl, There haa route wliat had to route. To me 
romnliiH only to luiBaeaa my«elf in pallenre. If all nllinnre*, re«onrre«, 
and nogollalloiiH full, and all ronjnnrtnreB go againol me, 1 prefer to 
periHh with honour, rather than lenil an inglorioun life deprivril of all 
dignity. My ambition wliiapera me that 1 hate done more than another 
to tho Imlldlng-up of my IlmiMe, ami liave playeil a ilislinguiahed part 
among tho orownod henda of Kurope, To maintain niy»elf there, has 
bocomo iMi it woro a peratmal duly; whirh I will fullil at the inpen»e of 
my UapplncaH ond my life. I have no rhoire left ; I will manttatti my 
power, or It may go to ruin, ami the l’ru»«ian name Im Imrinl under it. 
If tho onomy atUuniit anything upon ua, we will either heat him, or wn 
will all bo bowed to plerea, for tho aake of our Country, ami the reno.ui 
of IJrandonburg, No other roiniHel ran I liaten to," ' 

Sumo Loiter, or unolher? (Ilerr lUnkn having hU raiirlrea )) • • 
‘You are a good man, my Podowila, and do what ran he e*imrtei! of you ‘ 
(Podowllo huN boon npologiHing for hla terrorB ; and referring hopoinlly 
'to Providonco’): ' Perform faithrully Urn given work on your side, as 
I onmino; for tho roat, lot what you rail " Providnnre" deride na it 
likoa’ ;—(««(! Providence amiiilrt lUnke, who alone kitow«, givea 
‘hlinde Vormhung.’ What an ulloraufo, on the part of iliia little 
litan! Consider It BB oxropttonnl with him, nnti«ual, arridentnl to the 
bard momont, and porimps not ho ImpiouH bn it looks!) 'neither our 
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|»ruiUMu «' i'*** 1. * » „ 

dlttUI'W tlml WlHltll U”l fusii’ltt H® * * 

*^1 Jn'kftclif j^»"!l' ri?(ir5i( r-iir^iS F«»¥l‘£S£«» W lfh'4 rf? ^‘S* 

tinkliuli it »lmll lll'illn'f 8lukr4«!l«')! Kip »:«» U}>U(t Wm If I i*s» S'" |!*i!t.*ii., 
Irt it Up nilU lu»lu»ttF. ®^ia4 tu ^ti Hsit IUp e3»*MP e-® *5^ W 

W'i'll, wliftl )i1piwk» Upa*«i». Kf tUp l»5,Kpr I'Mty iJ'iai jaSf U pn** 

llmu» In mittlllHt) ! .\iftPSi, W»}I iir« I’lutpBiU; an* « 

jiliiliiwijijipr W yiiil Hff « , I»!i4 tcses* fswSw » i»*»» »t»» 4a»» ei ;»1 

^tJ it* KUilPr*^ IVpesp ^ at |I*P tiw*p*, tUat wJ-b 

(I|I[H(»0 It) ill I’urtlUIB » UfHW «f lfr»J« ; iiui4. tlurtti^ tl»J» hire, nvii-tuti-.iif *51 
)l(lli|iilU'«, fall M("<(»fi®i!tt>n», iKit) sUuBa, Hm-M »S 

trill fiitldW tt» ItPfiiKil !Up|fra«p.‘* 

* Hv wlml JMlilllJi tll>‘ Ali^tnaU SrtluU AtliUtlurUl. Mill 
tlinillf^h Ujltltl llM j“ Tnut llx t taitll ({ l«-, U! Is ^ 

Haxtiils front llir* Attstrwtis fr«iin ll«*hni«’ii. ro' ' 

ilH Ih'Iwih’U two Jirrs r ' tsstln t'st<-4 

vit’h ; null tin* Sa\tiii% tnjwKailt asr m\ lUt? ym .1 

t'oiiii' Iht'V will, thnl tlipw l'«iMlmtr» wrw tWir jirc|#8»»ui4>n( 
veiling «|nmr«lti« «» tnnml, in evnlrnt tii hint. «int lh«? Ln 
imi«t not njH'inl hiniM'tf ojKin I'auilcmra ; hot t'atcifriui:', IsT 
retidy for the imtin wti ith- .Sn ihiit frum Aj>u5 'Jht.l,, *,« 
llhove notieeil, hriedinh liun gnite intu 5«»snp 

U'dV op (lie .Veinin- tttllis, ttrnjuanl of N «* \ 3.M* I f t ^ ^ n fi 1 ■■ i 

is enlling in his onliKPitn, Ion «1« t-.u Itiittiitu . nnj* irs 
I'l'ontier Mflgiuiliea , nti;t!iil>>lill:|i hint J<j»it 'n-.irn'.vss . 1 'ipf 
more liml mine, nmi to tin- ruil !}*< ?, !.. thr Vus^.'t., 

llOI(le>i; « •niml! ninSSei th«i, nnajKO»4 ?.• ?hr t;i-iaa:..i, 

wliieh is filming on. titfh ntoHu gs uj, shr \p 

Vnlley, he lien till tin- end of M.n , w.i,!,huig A*,,"": hir. I 
M’JOiliilig wtth eterv feonltv Hie Aunltjun 'Has»n iu«. 5 :.-; > *• ,| 
inlettl mtfn, oiitil ai Iriigih Hies ilrar c«i foio sue 

.hull ms* how he lis'itfa ttiHi llo'iss 

His own IlNiging, or herul'l'-s-.nslrt, Uom* of tjas !!f:ir ; 

Mav MTlh M<n ), m »i* Ho- j.h aiao.t AhtT i ..f i .*. . 

Jlllthif '•cene of f/o.-,-,,. ' Ai.oei,,A h .v. r:,, O, Sj .r 

'•’irat Stlehmi Vt *», J Hr h^, n.rl.n.l 'l ohias, S«. |,c 

‘ ^ ‘ . r , nt 


company in leisure hours ; and the outlook of bright Spring 
all round him, flowering into gorgeous Summer, as he hurries 
about on his many occasions, not of an idyllic nature. but 
his Army is getting into excellent completeness of number, 
health, equipment, and altogether such a spirit as he could 
wish. May 22d, here is another snatch from some Note to 
Podewils, from this balmy Locality, potential with such 
explosions of another kind. CamenZy May %^d. ‘ The 

Enemies are making movements ; but nothing like enough as 
yet for our guessing their designs. Till we see, therefore, the 
thunder lies quiet in us (la foudre repose en mes mains). Ah, 
could we but have a Day like that May Eleventh ! ’ ® 

What ‘ that May Eleventh ’ is or was ? Readers are curious 
to know ; especially English readers, who guess Fontenoy, 
And Historic Art, if she were strict, would decline to inform 
them at any length ; for really the thing is no better than a 
‘ Victory on the Scamander, and a Siege of Pekin ’ (as a 
certain observer did afterwards define it), in reference to the 
matter now on hand ! Well, Pharsalia, Arbela, the Scamander, 
Armageddon, and so many Battles and Victories being lumin- 
ous, by study, to cultivated Englishmen, and one’s own 
Fontenoy such a mystery and riddle, — Ai't, after considera- 
tion, reluctantly consents to be indulgent ; will produce from 
her Paper Imbroglios a slight Piece on the subject, and print 
instead of burning. 


CHAPTER VIII 

THE MARTIAL BOY AND HIS ENGLISH VeVSUS THE 
LAWS OF NATURE 

‘ Glorious Campaign in the Netherlands, Siege of Tournay, 
final ruin of the Dutch Barrier !’ this is the French program 
for Season 1745,— no Belleisle to contradict it; BeHeisle 

' Orlich, u. 139 ; Ranke, iii. 242-249. > Ranke, iii. 248 «. 



nth May 1745] 

secure at Windsor, who might have leant more towards 
German enterprises, And to this his Britannic Majest}' 
(small gain to him from that adroitness in the Harz, last 
winter !) has to make front. And is strenuously doing so, by 
all methods ; especially by heroic expenditure of money, and 
ditto exposure of his Martial Boy. Poor old Wade, last 
year, — perhaps Wade did suffer, as he alleged, from ‘ want of 
sufficient authority in that mixed Army’? Well, here is a 
Prince of the Blood, Royal Plighiress of Cumberland, to com- 
mand in chief. With a ICdnigseck to dry-nurse him, may 
not Royal Highness, luck favouring, do very well ? Luck did 
not favour ; Britannic Majesty, neither in the Netherlands 
over seas, nor at home (strange new domestic wool, of a tarry 
Highland nature, being thrown him to card, on the sudden !), 
made a good Campaign, but a bad. And again a bad 
(1746), and again (1747), ever again, till he pleased to cease 
altogether. Of which distressing objects we propose that the 
following one glimpse be our last. 

Battle of Fontenoy (11th May 1746) 

* * ' lu the end of April, Marechal de Saxe, now become very famous 
for his sieges in the Netherlands, opened trenches before To u may ; King 
Louis, with his Daupliin, not to speak of mistresses, playactors and 
cookery apparatus (in wagons innumerable), hastens to be there. A 
fighting Army, say of 70,000, besides the garrisons ; and great things, it 
is expected, will be done ; Tournay, in spite of strong works and Dutch 
garrison of 9,000, to be taken in the first place. 

‘Of the Siege, wliich was difficult and ardent, we will remember 
nothing, except the mischance that befell a certain “Marquis de Talley- 
rand ” and his men, in the trenches, one night. Night of 8th-9tli May, 
by carelessness of somebody, a spark got into the Marquis’s powder, two 
powder-barrels that there were ; and, with horrible crash, sent eighty 
men, Marquis Talleyrand and Engineer Du Mazis among them, aloft into 
the other world ; raining down their limbs into the covered-way, where 
the Dutch were very inhuman to them, and provoked us to retaliate.* 
Du Mazis I do not know ; hut Marquis de Talleyrand turns out, on study 
of the French Peerages, to be Uncle of a lame little Boy, who became 


* Espagnac, ii. 27. 







Right Ilevoroiul Tulloymiiti tuitlor fouiltUiw#, «,h1 IK 

name very current in iifter-timp.'i ^ 

‘Hearing of tliin Siege, the Duke «f . 

Englaiidj wjtii intent to riuiw llmname. his 

(once called “Fragn.alie '•), aelf at tl.e hmd t.r It ; ,h[ ‘ ^",1 

seek, who wiw not l.urnl at CliuluHltii, ih„ „„«|j A.iotHao 

quota (Austr anH mainly are gone laggar.Uiig with H'Atwmhpfg n„ iI.b 
R h ne); ^nnd a ‘rlnee onr«ldeek the l»»u h, the ,.U.u ,J a',:! 
lecht near iJniasolHj May *ilh ; i and Ihniid all lhing« t.deraldv rmmdete 
Upon wine, h, Htraightway, IiIn Royal ll.ghnert, etro.,,.' Jet u 

sot forth; by Hlowiah marches, and a ro.neVomewha TL V 
groat Tournay Rond' (no phuH, o,i it, eu-epl 110 ^^ 1 

heard-of by an EngllHh reader); ‘and „i. .Sunday lUJ, ,M«y » preUeirtm 

illagOH. Vo/on., Miiubray, where lie eiu-aHi|i». Krirtoeil t,, 
looking towarda Tournay and the Hetting with Ko.i 1/v 1 * ’’ 

ahead, and Antoine to left of it. and Harry with .L U-ood ’ o rS^^' 

after.* Royal llighitCHH, reNliiig here at Vemo, !„ 1 .,., * , "'*"”'1 

milen from 'roiiriiay ; in hiw uiidulutin.. ( - . ■ ' “1* »f aeven 

not without throadH of riiiiiiiiig wnter^ and' «i?h T i’ n"' 
their ndjunctHi Iho part of mm ho . . 

his Royal IllghiioHH,.~.to H.iiuh JoHtward 1 1 
where said Road and River iriterwwt. How shall , '’*'^7'’'''’*' 

Sion on the Siege of Toiiriiav? -Jl Z . ' ‘"'I'"’*' 

Highness struggles to iiiaineuvre arcordingly. 

Mnre'clial do Saxe, whose habit la much that r,r ■ 1 . 

sagacious precaution, singular in <'''f<’>fH.Hght, 

nothing on this occasion. Ho kimivs everv f Tt ** r'lT*' 
sieged hero, in his boyhood once hefora ? ^ ^ 

Tournay, under oliargo of a ton or fifteen .,'^'“‘"*^7*!*’ ’'N* Jwmhw at 
J'ove; still with superior fmS "(1 ' 1' ? T If *«*''”• ^■*"‘1- 
being only C0,000 ranked), harring t 7 »'«»•«»’- 

at least the Afardclial’s treindiea^il.c 1 J *■ T *’ ****• ‘‘’wf'wr. 

Scheld ; which flows from south.eaat *' n"” 

broad Brussels Highway comes in t,, himT'*''^ f 
he has nothing to feaV, To gn',.; n »««'» “f ‘hat 

through upon him, that way, to Tonnmv af / '* 1 1 *^' ^♦‘Uiiig 




the Knemy, ran, fo. 




}ft Hlttrji iitrais ( UE'rr 

\ south CiVil, Utvrf, ihn Kur*tny u now 

uvriuK h} In^nt of him. Jfrtim v^hit h rmi vvvil} ronm ; mut I 10 

UIP hl« 1*1 Ihi sNrm iUr’ l:lm?r». h‘«i\!r vtl|a|, 7 r« Mr liftinlpta, t luahO ti« 

•)irM tliul naiWfsnU Im lhr» Uir«I Ut»#t4. Ant”mr*, tUrry, 

rrt»it, wilh tht»if t«%64oa aU'l ai^ra, nvx|i.r a kilDit nf i sSiidaf 
i i‘f «-nJUM aliik Mf luilra ; With hullowa in it, 

n. AiltI n(‘ttli»Ai'i! 0k rKt|iSM|f 

nli4 whuh 4t< iMtl pftura of rtMirh Iti m 8, th<<M^)i 

ftUf it»n^ nf 0k ^m>'4 * lu »t(4 TA* h i't IIumki 

.lafid Atiti . tu i^tut f KUt^rUt*^ rlAhM^Atu frateMihta^ 

IP'S, mlttoa B)i S!.ct \\ jmi4 t ii ‘.9 l.{^f /rsrr^H, i!^n 

11 of frU«^4 Isrfpa. ?w& ’« rll -ft® k :>f.tsi»i4 , lat.kl '4*. ihck »»f lhr» H 

within iliosS^m fABJ.fcif *4 t s'MI*’ u*»5t . .•<> 24 i ^tlrtt of f n 

U/l’ 4 /*ti. tho tC^;ktki'C »»t <• v.j«t |8«^ lt». whlihwiM iJMlih iHJiirSSil 

iy«l lli^hn(*s» iAJiiS tj» }:-:4d (A h*Bn»l>ir4 J»iir»* ra »*f tiftBsBMMg* t»A)i 

U^liah < W |m Ji 8# » ’(i* jrr< t ' 1 4in©> ; diftlMtara) o!i*2<|^ ihio q^i^i o , 

fittmsi jM>a3S^‘ri lAtjii iirKcj0, slar**0|^h lltfl » anSMiJs’ft thri«!!kl , 

otA of fifM t t« &4 t:r0 lOi tf« I* i4»Sixrit td thfl tr^lh, 

y «My ; av.il h*is Jua AVsav^rat ft- • -'Sil-t Im thf» I r-sl H»5r»ia of 

I. ti’phiMtt thia tM«3«4rvn'ta S.r.n of n«<tko If hia Udjitill {{ft|^hur^a 

i(f hrr«k sMjj' »J!«, h^ Jj.ay n-dM-*! >>r.t ft «p?^ wiftSj»« n»»|rr4 

l^ift U «*nly ft!(« A-'! h'a ll'*-/-®! |t;^ J.r.rss w ilf tji»l Ma^taittn of lhr»ft0 
with ft “vil jwat 4 Jcj.rty «»»'t».%4 »j«, av« atct ftfij klttit »»f lcft*l 

|H>UM> •“U f ft aafUivjaa^ ftfl;*t »:rj.j.M^ I*#, iiMf aiin^M 

irjsay wrfP ft eft*! ♦dj4tr«>ik \j 34 Kh;a ia d;*l K'-oii^eoa k'a 

»ll, Uh» , lh“'i^h, ihf'j* at^t) thr l';11*Si i th)|Fc’'.Miiws lit 

f At in|»-' fliirsf n'Sl.c;? eatr, •? «?. Ifighnisftft'ft 

lilt} y*>oe»^ M,«J} A i i . s ? »-j.B I'l't " fW» i| *' * flt» Htiya} 

|i»4ES^ fr^a«•««5t0 I’-'f flnft-j.p ^ly ffc’# an4 iut* aH 

fty ln?h ^ i^ia # A:j‘.>,.<"i. s» 8,--.’!; Kd rB'in|»io\nt(i IsU , dlhcti 

10 wta'tM h« fi*#' !<yc*kns..'g' if.i ftt <■■-.■ a ft Mt-ftM, frftilc*-# 

If hi® J'ftSloei' aa aa , >. .r.j ’ a;f • ! ^ ft , tisla tiMo 5aa«» , 

,ct of Mtnnrh f-544# «p *1 ..aU aaesfi a.".'*-.ii 

M3^a4ft)r m«»?U5n^ epft^Zy, *ir|fty 17 1‘. MJi, ftM4 

iUoM® fnft40. lii® 1 1 r-sft «ft!'t.r'a »iS45 , v/o^ hia |»»0M 

f ihwpf ftt-'l ^slJtftfi-a l/.j tjio SrfS, rhtftllyr 

SJB , wUK c?i.ft«i.e^ !?» Ihft raftSiftiia ft$f4 Sti Ihft 

; fsv>f5?^ IVsn5jeM-ii^ , afft»ftt?f III trsfiit il.ft 

tif fiftyry. K ft*;4 ftsaata5»8i^ In 

'R'SJ Ja-jlh «s4cf«, Ui0 sarh-tlo, 

atiMltj. ti f-?» Hdi at Hs^hucnaft'a 

Hft l%9k^ 9su<fM faro im thff . (ft-tilMitt 


ovor j'lmili'r {tlii’ (trinniiiiml »r at {Im firal Milloy, 

Anil niiw, ivlimtl tlic limi' wUrii {•lntiKlti'ro t*i % m , iiu 

lii'n'iiliimti liiilay !), lHr'Kiii*i l!»* i-r in swiU miiu'.Oij~ 

nimi, nil till' Viitiiiiin lialtnrii'* «liirh it «>ll !»(’ iin'Ts-nfj t»> stlMii'k tnitj 
Nlnrm, 

'’I'lii' iittai'kii tnnk iilai'n ; kill Itnnt' u( thnin •iiii rf .tr4 llnlcli uiicl 
AimlrimiN. nil lli«' li'll, »rr<’ l<' Itam ali.niir-A At»t»nii«' liy Uio 

(’ilt<0 liftin' llin'r ; tlmt nai fln'tr mam tank , tijflit skuS nf iJii'itt tn liolp 
11 # nu'iiuwliiltt Mith t'nuti'iiny. Ami Umy aiUanrinl. an i nsiliiij^Sy ; hut 
fomill llm wlllit frnm Alitmni’ li«i finri'n : i-alM-i iallfr wJintl » «'|lnlilinfy 
Imlli'ry oin'iii'il frnm ai'rnm thn Uiipr, amt lliriii ni tlif* Diitclt 

mill Aniilrimia fi'll n«ln(ii<ilirit ; «iul haotily ilira Aanlc, nmlrr iHimn ahi'llnr^ 
iiiK minimi nr I'nrllninrk thry Innl Initinl l»f tin nsirh ra, nr |«niih'nUy 
lhrinvii-n|> tlm iiiglit In'fnri'. Iln'rii, iimlnr tlmit i-.uifiMink, uSmiil iho 
Hull'll mill AualviiniK; jmlii'iitly rayrtiiij; a lUin imim, wl.nli iinti'ml 
novpr Oi'i'lirri'il ; fur Itinwya, Itin imil-mt tlmy iltPw nnt, lli.r l atlnsrs from 
Aiiloiui', mill frnm arrnii tlm Uiinr, iMitantl) n|«-!iri| u(Mtn linn, niicl 
limy Imil In ilrnw in tnt-iin. J'n llml tlmy ulim.! tlirsr, in a nia-tiirr, nil 
liny; mnl no tn hjinnU diil imtliintt Imt iiatmtitly wlmn «i al»iiilil bo 

lliim In run. Knr ulilrti tlmy wurn l•nnll|l' rciiniiii.t. »ml ilrwn nilty, 
Anlnlnn In mnl n'lnniini n tntal failiiin nn tlm jiarl n( itm 1> ii< h niul 
AuHtrimm, 

' Unynl tliKlii"''"* in iinrunu. with lti« Koplmli, ««» t.i «n». k {■|•u^^'noy ; 
—and lHilnln;( nn, by Imtlcry »ii<l alnrm, «l larnnn |»niiiis , »iib pfii|ilitt«lH, 
tlnni({li ivitbimt ri'mill, A» jirdimiiiary. «l nn r.art!r Im bn<t ni'iiL 

fnnvarii nn tin' rl^lit. tiy tlm Wnml nf lUtty, n tliij.' v<Ur.r {n^-nlilKby 
"willi Sitm|illi'H lll)(hbinili’ra " mnl nlbrr fnirn, Ix nilrin p ” ibnl tKilnlibt 
yomlor at tlin imiiit nf tlm M'nml," rnlinil.t, f.irl, nr wimlnjcr It bo 
(fainiiua ilrdiiti/r il'h'ii, im it tinut'il mil !i, «Ii». h nnatiU Fniitciitiy to 
lUirlb, and will takn im in nmik, imy. in rrar. n* *>n «li.rm tlm raniiKil nf 
Ilia Vlllfi)((i. IllKnlilxtiy, nlirml iin|H'ratii 0 nn bitii, )nialm4 iiitu tllO 
Wood; fninul k'n'inli liyjlit Innui* t" timl kiin»« Imw many nf lUrni ! ") 
prinrliiig' nlitml limrn ; fniiinl Urn Ui'tlmiM a iprnkiy «U>«nrf lliwi;, wrUli 
tliUib, drawliriilKi', alial imt ; Kimiit tbirty nr fnriy nf Itia lliKbtainlria, ia 
Bomis franlli'. allpiiipl nn it by rnln nf tbninb ; ami fMunil " Hb wntilil 
need arlillory" and nllmr lliijin*. In ulmri, ti.^-rdd»!.y, bsetm what lio 
minht, ('(mid iinl jiarfri’l tlm jiri'jtarRlinn« la bt« miml, Siad to ««4t fnr 
tbiH mill fnr that ; anil did mil atnrm lltn Urdmibl d'Kit a! all ; but biUig 
dro, in an iiii«rrrmnt«liU) iiminmr. Knr «|ijrh Im bad in anawor « to t nnrb- 
Marllel, Htill morn tn tUo NVw«|iajH»r«) aflarwarda ; and (iiinn Ibal it 'atm 
miaforlnno merely, or mlaforlinio and Blujiidity cnmbintMl. I'mi eudniit, 


tlio liVaHUf'ff’ tf r tt luu ciif*u nt UM^iu rsMtlii i « iiti U lirtvti 

lirovtnl t)it' vultiilr litUir, i unhl Jt-nt* it. 

HoVftl ultiirk***! I fi* ivUiu kt^l, htltHHtU, tluii'0 

()V(M‘ ; nml niu\ Imil t'*»»nl«»nn)- mu thu in li^rtti». 

' HtJro i*i ft jiuvo nf wrcifk. K**|tiil'jrt| nt «U thciti' jiuitiid ; um tlti' 

lt*rt ftiitl tui lilts ri^ht, lai ajiiril vuiMc' l«til wSiul ilr^rttr-i n*|iul*»a ! Ilu 
UuVttl I tula iWsS! hfutn h uu\y 

Cttli Njiiriltlttl whiu* lu-al, li »im*i SMtit f^ta' Ut i[(M\ frtta, a(}»l lartly Ktnt h 
mns UiHi ; tlmt tic muat Aiat vrtll l^n ttiuac linc^t, ii it 

plefliitc IiihI ; lltttt tit' w(iU n^i Itc rcpiilarti ni hu p^rt oi Uin Miidu k, not tic 
for tmc ; Inti *till plunj^c C}u«iU|.')i. ta- whal tlnuc i«> ‘ {luiU \ittilu 

\'olUirc tnwiiw II*) " ticlttcasi 1 HDttaisa rtiut lti;»l Urjlnulil wilU ilu 
IttjCgwnl hijpiMat’V I «tal witml the I fonih iittotoo o» hUc ! llo lallica 
rn|M(tlyi rtnu'tinif^c^ , turnia totoucti in x\nu i^ihifoa or i otinontit * ittirri' of 
lIu’Uli I lltHik, i^ot tiil'i mit*, «« tlicy i^nu I'll, 

Uiultir I'ftllhoU sjJml oil ImiUi h^eutay * whroliesj.; hu tell looiol, to Im;» 
rtutr, hifi ri|{lii la tat hrA<t <•{ oaoI < •«i«ioiti h; tHloiitua. in < otiiiiui^ ttic 
ciKUiou ahtil triiiu i'oiitcKo) on itm )ctl, ao»t tln'ilootti iftCn on our 
will tell li’^ia on t|a i rtiol tu !v*ri»n iKca^' Iwio ilf.vlti loi ctUi(cS| 

liy tint llollot* ral^ Icitol alirUcrJr^a WrtV »JUt oi «*r tMr, wc niccjn lo |irnc 
Inttc ; ’'iMUiMf'li lov iMrn, otr4»lv ami UU «n mo {lmiuj,"tt llic 

mIuiI raiiK(^> »ntl Iiiiit Oint In |{iAp|ilc >«illi. ittslr ii} nt i aoc uloil rtiol |iio 
jt^rlilc iroM?“ Mrtfriljrtl i!c Naao o4«Mr4 Altrt >1 }, 'Mlo atiotilii Kate 
]iMt mt mitiilional rc'lMulit m Umt |il:uii, luii tm thd n»*l think ah) »\uov 
wutilii Cry QUth a thini;'' i(t4nin>n ht«{^ritr» |i|a>iii^' on rath hand at liai 
ywriU (IjataUKOj nor haa All) Army •iio C or t'rnno ^ 

^’ilirac loluoilia Aihaion, hovrever^ Chroni^lt huohy holhtas, walrt 
rr)Ur»r'a, lhfMti|.ih t^hal ilrtilr* or lodlMwitdi llumt arc , cntlnrc the 

riiunuu «lml while they mnal . Irasim^ ihrar own hraM i^niu hj hami, 
Rud nifnaioUAU) hla»lin|( »»«! o| Ihrm ahem the |.;ri<>itol t»ft>on>a; g4iot 

tlU| with imh^nant palimtit. «r<;ol ihctnach ra lhti(n|..;h« pKctty nutih 

hcyunil tiirri l ohol raoi^^o o8 tvllher tl'Ko of | outeiut) . And hat>e ailimUy 
«ut into the intriiof inv*'<'f it of the {'teao h Line of iUt’dn, whu h ta n«<l 
a iiltic aahunohi’d to eC'C them them! ll ia mri a kind ol hhinl fidj-;*'', 
or riajlig fCi^’^slid, that the) mst* ijonini^ t>n the rmwn of thia tiauig 
groundi the 1 mo h rc^mnmt fronlinff il mL;« fr^ Lron .iUfs a& it i haloed 
to l>c)i llolU’ctSj With aiifpriferi^ fieht tft*tn*«n |»i<jntir«( the afonil way , a> Inal 
Urltiah artiilrfy ntl»rtonntald)i ilaell thrte Ur.^nsMrul of f*tssjgt 

rilahr^'il ji til actiic eao! ftcld |no« r« hnL oat the {> 0010 . 1 , prftiin.i t? ^illi 
ainaiU'fncUt ihal tl » annul ; that a lira* ) t-oUr5 oS niio^k-eliy Idatra mlo il 
(killing 8UI$‘ ttifiDi Oml it ^i!i ti to fiiah f-aik mid tnjMUl 

* ft, litnoi !'»•» t't.'.tf .-',e / y an •»-./, ». ati, ' »'.J.',sij <44 * 

•*<-'rUf'««fa!'“U riiA* ! »iO aj; e.* . •. 



progi-CHs: IIiiKd Itiilisli fmve', iif unkimMii inli'tU. it n'»wl|ii"tiii« 
into column llu'ro, iiiul will lii« Ujion im iin llm iti-hnit. llt'i*' I't iii'm« ! 

'Nc.wh tiiio (MUiiif’li. 'I’lio Inuiil i>r till' KTn.;li''li i iiliimii roiiic* In xiKht, 
over the risiiifj' uroiiml, close liy : llu'ic ullicciH tliUV their loit-i, imlitely 
Hiiluliag oui-H, who reliicii the rivilily : «iis ever such jiulitciicaK well 
luifoi-o? It Ih u hict I mill iuiioiih: the iiieimir.ihlcst t<!' llii» lititlle, 
Nny, II certiiiii lMif.',lish Ollicerol' iimrk, l.oril CluirleM llov the luiiiie of 
liim, viiliieil surely in the iiiiimlH of the Iliiy iiiol I’uecililoh' House, 
steps forwiird from the niiilin, iiu if wishing wimielliiiiK- rnoeiiU 'ihoiii 
(soya the uccuriito Kapiipimc) ' .Miir>|iiia irAiiti'ioi he, fjrciimlior heiilciimit. 
with iiir of polite inlerroKiitioii, not kiiowiiif' wluil he meimt, lomle h utep 
or two: “ Monsieur,'’ aiiiil l,or(l Cliiirles I'liurtis " hid your 

pco])lo fire (fiiilrs tiir.r <nw i/r/nr)!" " .Yi(;i, .Umisinir, •»<"<* oe hums 

jaiiKiU los pri'.micrs (M'e never lire lirat)." ' Alter linti, Mi** '■ 1® not this 

a hit of iiiedern chivalry? A supreme piilitciu".ii in tliut wiiiitiof; p.ico 
ciiriinto kind; prohaldy the hinliest point, (or IohciIi it e'er eeiit to, 
VVhhdi I have often tiuiupht of.' 

It la almost pity lo dislurh an elep:/iiil flistoricnl I’lisnitu'e of this hind, 
cireiilatiiip' round the world, in Home plory, for a ccniui) p « -t , hut ilmre 
hliH a Hiiiall irrefriij'iilde Document come lo me, uliicli noolito'-i it » yood 
deal, and reduces iiuitteiH to the hiisiiie«H form, tainl < h.uhoi Ihty, 
' Lioulenaiit-Oolonel,' practical Head, 'of the h'lini llc{.;iii<eiil ol foot 
Kiiiirds,’ wrote, ahout three weehs after (or diilalcd in s.ol •ipcllnii,', not 
himself aide to write for wounds), a fetter to Inn lliolher, *‘1 ohoti liem 
is an I'i.vc.erpt at first hand, with only the *ipellin;( allenol : * • • ' It 
was our llepinient that attached the I'VencIi (iiiardo : and mIicii »e came 
witliin twenty or tliirty paces of them, I advanced hefore mir lte,,'inienl ; 
drank to llieiii ’ (to tho french, from tlie jiorhet pwlol ime ratin'* on 
aucli oc,casionH), ‘and told them lluttvve wore the Kindi-li loiaid*, and 
liopod that tlioy would sland till we ciimei|uile up to thoni, nod not avsim 
tho Sidicld as they did tho Mayii at Dellinp:eii ' (»haniefiH ItriiUfr, 
not of wood, tlioiip;li carpeted with Idim elotli there)! * fpon which I 


* Espni^nac, it. fio (of die 0 /ipiial, Toiiloiisr, ii. *.f dir llnoian 

Tianslaliou (I.eipzip;, 177.1), <»'r >0'>u>l rrlrrcmv. Voluin-, rn>l!r-.-.lv inl..iior,| 
upon details this time, is cipially express : ' ( 'i.jr.Vi //.ar, ..tfii.imt tint 

gardes auxlaisfs, cria; " Messieurs des gardis fn.s lo wlmli 

Count d’AiUeioche willi a loud voice Mii'iWrieil ‘ rlc. (i/ior-i'/i, vol. xstoi. 
p. 155.) Sec also .S'£i/(,-',7///'j (/« d/iOi/Hiti/r /'ity/eor (r tilrd hy« t Iiaii t Nrphrw, 
Paris, i8Co)| p. 151 ;--apoor, coiisideiiilily noisy mal iim Iran Inite lio-h ; whuti 
proves unexpectedly worth looltiog at, in re|;aid to -...mr of |„„„ (un|r* 

and personages and oceiirrcilceH : tlic Iloheiiiimi Itrllre.lr llrokilo. (..>tl, to my 
regret, if to no oilier peraun’s, has been imiiltcd, as rxiimt, or imdr. ipliciat.lc 
hy the Grand-Nephew. 
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luii Mxy 'V4'-l 

iiiimi'iliiili’ly tiii'iiiMl n1>iiiil in our uuti Jtiv.iiin'iit ; tlu-m, luiil 

nmili' tlimii liiK/.tli,' I «(lli it will. ‘ Aii Ulliri'r’ (irAiiti'iiii'lii') 

'('(Hill' iiitl 111 ' till' riiiik'i, nml tiiril to iii.iko lo'i (m*n tiii/yuh ; luivtimu', 
lilt’ll' Mi'if not iiliiot’ tliii'i’ or lour ill tlii'ir llii)'.iili< tliiit ilul, ' * * 

\'i’r)' [iiior l oiinli'r liu;;.iti. Aiul not thr li'-ixl uliiijirr of tlint wiililiim' 
'Alli'i' you. .‘''iiH !' I'ul rultii’r. in l oiitu'o'il lorni, ol' ijuitt' tlio nni'i'ni' ; 
liny Imv in}t lifi'ii liim-u'll lirnl intoi'ini' Innt lirniiu on my It’ll' ; Itny 
liiliilly iKiior.tnl on wliirlt niito tir»t). lirrit into, ntlln'r li'i'Uly, mot 
wminili'it liv lint'll' P' Anti’roi'Uo tK'ii|ili’, wliilii In' out alill MilviinrinK "iUt 



1 )ti(4 h ii» h fi - ^ i V'jaftiAu I «ritM. 


; »s|miu nUtili, uu*l iiul lili ill' iljii givu il thrill : 

iti lilirviil Mirm »♦{! d-»' ti»r iluU tiny. I'lnin 

ttll 't'hlrli, tiur liti'i li» !»»{*•» , I li-tl I hit ((iuCu:ti h^ hi\l h ri t yt {uli^^hty 

U r»ft I llisil, I'lr i rtR.iiis, ihi'ti" wi«:j {acljiiMittu y ttUK miu! 

^rfttU'iiliitlou, hli! Hi Ui|i UitSi.rrir elWi-', t*\ iitt ifir ihq in lIjii I'Upni^Km’ ■ 

i«»i! I !iuuhttf|0 f|i:^-ra}M »«* rtll, liirtr uni^h liiuitrr, uiul wlint in 
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called 'chaffing' and, in short, that the French Mess-rooms (with 
their eloquent talent that way) had rounded-off the thing into the 
current epigrammatic redaction ; the authentic business-form of it being 
ruggedly what is now given. Let our Manuscript proceed. 

‘ D’Auteroche declining the first fire,’— or accepting it, if ever offered, 
nobody can say,—' the three Guards Regiments, Lord Charles’s on the 
right, give it him hot and heavy, “ tremendous rolling fire ” ; so that 
D’Auteroche, responding more or less, cannot stand it ; but has at once 
to rustle into discontinuity, he and his, and roll rapidly out of tlie way. 
And the British Column advances, steadily, terribly, hurling-back all 
opposition from it ; deeper and deeper into the interior mysteries of the 
French Host ; blasting its way with gunpowder ; — in a mag'nificent 
manner. A compact Column, slowly advancing, — apparently of some 
16,000 foot. Pauses, readjusts itself a little, when not meddled with ; 
when meddled with, has cannon, has rolling fire, — delivers from it, in 
fact, on both hands, such a torrent of deadly continuous fire as was rarely 
seen before or since. " Feu infernal" the French call it. The French 
make vehement resistance. Battalions, squadrons, regiment after 
regiment, charge madly on this terrible Column j but rush only 
on destruction thereby. Regiment This storms-in from the right, 
regiment 'fhat from the left [ have their colonels shot, " lose the half 
of their people ” ; and hastily draw-back again, in a wrecked condition, 
'fho cavalry-horses cannot stand such smoke and blazing ; nor indeed, I 
think, can the cavaliers. Regiment du Roi rushing-on, full gallop, to 
charge this Column, got one volley from it’ (says Espagnac) ‘which 
brought to the ground 460 men. Natural enough that horses take tho 
bit between their teeth ; likewise that men take it, and career very madly 
in such circumstances ! 

‘ 'I’he terrible Column with slow inflexibility advances ; cannon (now 
in reversed position) from that Redoubt d’Eu ("Shame on you, 
Ingoldsby ! ”), and irregular musketry from Fontenoy side, playing upon 
it ; defeated regiments making barriers of their dead men and firing 
there ; Column always closing its gapped ranks, and girdled with in- 
supportable fire. It ought to have taken Fontenoy and Redoubt d’Eu, 
say military men ; it ought to have done several things ! It has now 
cut the French fairly in two ; — and Saxe, who is earnestly surveying it a 
hundred paces ahead, sends word, conjuring the King to retire instantly, 

across tho Scheld, by Calonne Bridge and the strong reai'-guard there, 
—who, however, will not. King and Dauphin, on horseback Iiotli, have 
stood "at the Justice {Gallows, in fact) of our Lady of the Woods,” not 
stiiwing much, occasionally shifring to a windmill which is still higher,— 
ye Heavens, with what intrepidity, all day! — "a good many country- 
folk in trees close behind them.” Country-folk, I suppose, have by this 



lllUi' M'i'il kiif' i iiii . t'lii (.tu i\in^ ymu i<iU| 

thdiiKlt lliiiiK'H ili> luck iliiliiimi. 

‘ III fiii't, dll' Uiillli' Idiiiii ' nc« iijiiiii II liiiir ; dir Ikildr Ih ii« i^tiiMl nn 
IiihI, IhiiikM Mitri i hiil ill' S;i\i'. llii Imdlr liiu'>i loin in t«ii in tli.il 
miinni'r, Inivoi iii}? in iiii;,;i-il i lninlq mor tin' lirlil, vilnit Innio in tin'll' in 
till' Hiitlli' ? I'liiiti'iiiiy I'l lii'inj' 1 * 111111 ., lliin (.1111111 tiiiu' ; iu fiiiintin IhiIIk 
iliini'. (lHii'otx, in Antnini', uri' iitnnil uillnlniniii}.; tlio nrliUi'i-y, tlii'ii 
tiiftiin inn nt'w nrili’Cl ii'|iltn'in»j it n «liili'. All iiri' Innkinif tinuirilH tlir 
tii'lii'lil Hi'iiIki' : fiuni' 'tly I'litri'iitiiiif Itin Muirnti fii nlllnlrttiv. Hinl tlio 
Uiiti'li, lit tliin (mint nt tilin', l•l•lkt■ll tii'nitily in, tin U nliU'rk Him iirjtiinjt: 
tlii'lii to iln, ii|inn till' rrilniitit’i ill' Aiitnini' ; nr tnni liin Unyiil lliKliin'iii 
tlin Uiiki', (iir liin own 1*1-1111111. (nii.M*nni'i| ilni' rtu.ili i nr nitillriy to ttrl 
ll|iiill till'll' i.ii;i;t'it I'll. nil,, iiliiili liiinij l*inki-n lln'ir, ii'ij' lit Ini' t'l'ini; 
HHi>|it, Hi'ri' till'll' ill! iiililli'i) Hint lini n' l.rimiii In iln it, in rillirr nf 
lIll'H' IMnl'n till' Ikillli' Htl'i till' Itllkl'n. Alul tl IikIiI lilTV' vil'tniy it 
Hiinlil liii'i' lii'i'ii ; 111 iiiiil.i' 111! ii.iiiii' r.iiiniiiii ; itinl i nnlitiii thn MiikHiiIi 
in llii'ir niinl nn'diml nl' lti.dittnitt like niiri'<i.irk'’ nr .l.ini/iii ii-n inlln'r timii 
«lriiti‘(tii’ liiilinili rri'<itim"i ' 

' Hut ni'itlii'f lit tln-ni' I'niilinKi'ni'ii'ii Innl lu'l.illi'ii I In* I iiiti li Auntrinn 
willjt; itiil I’llln'i' *1111111’ ni*;ti tn K‘‘t liin.ni'i.-.nin nl Alltnilii' ; ttinl llri’H nlll tl 
Ullli'i lint till' Kini'i tilm nwnki' ii)iiiu tlii-ni ; «lii'ti'ii(iiin tin' Hiilili 
Allntiililiii ilri'H in iiK»in, ihiiikinu llm Iiinn iinl iniiii'. A" tor till' Olikt', 
In' Imil t.iki'll H-itli Inni nl' i .intinii a ({nml ti'H ; Init nl' lint'ii' tnilii' nt nil 
(irii(Ki'.'iilili' liir lini n', null'll I'nnli'iiny nnil tlio Iti'ilmilil iri'iii vii'iii nnr«l) 

ntnl liin Inirai’ Inivi' In i'ii ImnitinK nlmiit, In tin' Wm.il nt Ikitty nil tliin 
virliili', uni't’rtiilii «lnit tn iln ; tlinir nli! I 'nmniiiinli'r In-iiiK killi'il 'lillml, 
iinil tlifir nor 11 ilnl'llatiM' (H'l nni, iiinl nil in. In i lott. Tin' I liikn Iniil 
liift tin otili’r'i ; Iniiiiiit inili'i'.l l*i.*l.rii ni In-t*', in iilml ho ftilli'il n 
H(iiritinil Hliiti* lii'nt, Hidmnt tt-.kiint tii>n<.i-lt nun li iitnit In' "imlil tin 
"Ill'll ini '* llrnl till' I ri'inli, knmk llinii In )in(>iti'i, il 1 I’.in !'" Mi'tili 
wliili' till’ I'lcnrli I'lninli* ntr ti' i- ■.I’mlilinit ti liltli’ ' Uniiil lIiglnn'^K tnii la 
ri'tliljiiiilinK liiillii'lt, iniH got " :iiHl y.iiiln tilii'ml nl I'niili'iiny," ]mt|iit'« 
tlliTi' dliimt hull Mil linitr, not ot-niig hi.* w.ii. (iitlln'r, 

' I hiring "liii'h (miiDi'. llm iln Unln'lnn, 1,111111110 liltlrkglltlfil intin, 
gttiln|io tijt In till' .M.iMrlntl, g 4 lln)n rnjnilly linin Muinlinl In King, 
Mllggi'oting, " \1 I'l'i’ I’tmiinii hiniiglit ithniil nl linn limn* ilt'n]i (‘nlniiin, 
might lint thry oln'.it it nil*i hn niiiiiil ili'di in tinn ; Mini tin'll H gnin<rtil 
I'liiirgi' lin in.iiti'f" .‘'ll t'nnnn-lh'*l llti'hnln-n ; il in naiil, tliti .Ini'iiliilt' 
Iriolilntin, I'lnint tjllly nt thr l«i»li Hiiy.nli’, huo jiriinn aiithnr nl' thin 

* .Srr, in Hil-., isn.g’s \*,i, ir..| i' V- tir ill.ini...in " t ‘..hiitni," at 

I'nlilriii.y/ U "no l“rtt;il*-- I Sit*- lanla.nira i * ai.-l on lurthl, H 

t'lilliisiii H' lih ica-hlig l.y ouMiri*. 


notion, ~a man ot tragic notoneuy ju — 

author of it, Marechat de Saxe adopts it eagerly. King Louis eagerly : 
swift it becomes a fact. Universal rally, universal simultaneous charge 
on both flanks of the terrible Column : this it might resist, as it has 
done these two hours past ; but cannon ahead, shearing gaps tlirough 
it from end to end, this is what no column can resist and only perhaps 
one of Friedricli’s columns (if even that) with Friedrich’s eye upon it, 
could make its half-right-ahoiit {quart de conversion), turn its side to it, 
and mancEuvre out of it, in such circumstances. The wrathful English 
Column, slit into ribbons, can do nothing at manoeuvring ; blazes and 
rages, — more and more clearly in vain ; colliipses by degrees, rolls into 
ribbon-coils, and winds itself out of the field. Not much chased, — its 
cavalry now seeing a job, and issuing from the Wood of Barry to 
cover the retreat. Not much chased ; — yet with a loss, they say, in all, 
of 7,000 killed and wounded, and about 2,000 prisoners ; French loss 
being under 5,000. 

' The Dutch and Austrians had found that the fit time was now come, 
or taken time by the forelock, — their part of the loss, they said, was a 
thousand and odd hundreds. The Battle ended about two o’clock of the 
day; had begun about eight. Tuesday 11th May 1746: one of the 
hottest half-day’s works I have known. A thing much to he meditated 
by the English mind. — King Louis stept down from the Gallows-Hill of 
Our Lady ; and kissed Marechal de Saxe. Saxe was nearly dead of 
dropsy ; could not sit on horseback, except for minutes ; was carried 
about in a wicker bed ; has had a lead bullet iu Ills mouth, all day, to 
mitigate the intolerable thirst. Tournay was soon taken ; the Dutch 
garrison, though strong, and in a strong place, making no duo debate. 

‘ Royal Highness retired upon Ath and Brussels ; hovered about, 
nothing daunted, he or his: “Dastard fellows, they would not come 
out into the open ground, and try us fairly ! ” snort indignantly the 
Gazetteers and enliglitened Public.^ Nothing daunted ; — but, as it 
were, did not do anything farther, this Campaign ; except lose Gaud, by 
negligence versus vigilance, and eat his victuals, — till called homo by 
the Rebellion Business, in an unexpected manner 1 Fontenoy was the 
nearest approach ho ever made to getting victory ia a battle ; but a miss 
too, as they all were. He was nothing like so rash, on subsequent 
occasions ; but had no better luck ; and was beaten iu all his battles, — 
except the immortal Victory of Culloden alone. Which latter indeed. 


' ‘Thomas Arthur Lally Comte de Tollendal,’ patronymically ‘ O’Mufef/y of 
TnUindally' (a place somewhere in Connaught, undiscoverable where, not 
material where) : see our dropsical friend (in one of his wheeziest states), King 
Jamti's Irish Army-List (Dublin, 1855), pp, 394-600. 

* Old Newspapers. 
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of II nmii 111 Uu' imuuittal hmiK, lij omUt'ii tar liiviri'ln anil lu-i'r. fur llu' 
linio tii'iuKf 

‘Olil Miitri'lial tlu Nimillt'ii wao ill thin Uattlo ; iuinj' iiluiut lliu it'iliiiin, 

mill jiruiiil til MH' hla Saur ilu wrll. tiiivatruiiB liriiiiiiiiiiiit, tun, an vvi< 
htivv, wiui till'll', hilli'il lit till' lir«t ili»rliiir(5i', I'tiurt' ilc Simltitu tiiii (Hut 
killi'il); tt I'uitaiii Ij'hI t ii'iittji’ >>aikviilii (hurl nliuhtly, iirrhiiiw Imil 
lirltff linvu luH'ii hilii-il ' iiiiii iithurB kliuwii to u», ur that iiilt hti 
kuiivrii, Army Siirgi'iui t-a .Muttilu, of lumy limili, iiKiii'rL uith Itin 
liiurftii)Uft'« mol »it'iil)M'U. hut of »ililly htiinti'riuio hi'ti'roiluv luiijjiii' aiiil 
«iiy«, is thrill' Imsy ili nu»|utat thi« iiii;ht, “ Mim'loih mol I'Vi'iu'h all 
tiiK' to yiiii, loiy. if aiij ihiiii,'. till' Kii>;liiili lii'tii'r 1 " thu u' iiru thu lluyat 
iinlurH («a .Motlrio «tll tmii iiji, lit io'm i ujuu iti , ntill liliisti'imin, at 
Hurliii, tiy ami I'v. 

' l lu' 1 ' 1 010 ti III oil' iiiitiit<liiip iiniiiiuiiiiiia Ilf ri'iiiii iiii; 111 I'l tliiu \ ii'turv 
of Foiiti'imy ; Vuliuiii' imiw a iioih hi '11 at I ‘uni t) i ulrhiutui,? it in [irum' 
anil viToi', to all aiiui.’liij? ili'}.:n'i' (« 1 ,IHK 1 |•u|lil• , nuht in uiiu ilav ) ; thu 
iitiolo Naliiiti hliir'ini; out iiirr It UtUi liliiioimttuuui, aii s ut lriiiiii|ih mill 
liniit’roal ihri'u tinu'ii lliifu 111 nliiirl, I llunk, nratly thu lu iitii'iit 
Naliuiial tlii/.'ati, liinil, ili'i'|t, ii.Ui: itt.inii, that thu Naliuii uvur ii.iiu in 
liku rasu. N'lio ratliur lutiiiiin lu iiiiujulur, at thin itiitmii’u ul tinip, 
Mirai'iiliiioi Ani'i iiiiti'n, iriiu aiul mil trim, aru noinv, Nut in nmiitiun 
n)(njll llull »nit('triiii}? iilti'v III till' lii.it liru lu in, iilnit nluill «u miy of ihu 
" iHo I aui|i 'iiillli'l n iihiim i linturit," I'aijrlmli li'iinili'n uf thu liiiiril 
lll'Kli'i'l '* unu 111 iiliiuii vnn tiiia) slitlili|i[ thu (.niht I'.ii'U friim a ili'nil 
(illiii'f, ahull a t'alilliili I'ail i uiiu a liinlliiii;, mul lilititu liur hi'iiil aaay. 
I'|iiill nliii'h, a il liiiiil iiiiiiml iilluii il, iirt i>i’ii.'hli"ii| 1111,111 tii<i| Iliu eriiiaiiiii, 
anil llrlihi'l ali'l)' (II >1, 1'uili'il ' A ilt'liitrial,’ (jlMiiiiiy (luii)ilu ; illu uiujiiur 
alilp Uli ujil liy I'luiiiti |itiiafn, uluty to lliat ouiuu ! ‘ 

Ihii'iiiiiif ,Mn|i ’ili in liiit Biirii-i'il'iil (hi'i 'u'ltnin ; Higliliiinl 
]li'lii'lliiiii>i ri'iiiij' (HI liiiii, uinl miu-h giiin^ mviv. llu in 
fiiimiliii^ Itin Naliiiinil llilit, jnmr Mujrilv; imlliiii}.; ul'ic lo 
a|ii'itk Ilf. Ilia jMiiif Ariiiv, liu;hliii|,; iiuvn 'oi vu-ll in Innuigii 
i|imi'rcla, itnil y'lHi-iiillv il-.ulf atuitiiiiiyi; ihu hnnit, ailli thu 
fiiimi liiui'a hulking mi till it is tiinu in inn (us at Utuiumtx 
ngnin nu\t 'luii'iim, tnni nt l.miirrlil nun,!), unn win nntliing 
hill hiuil kniR'ks nini liuni-s. Aiul is itutiiiuil In nnmkiinl, 

* Pr .i 5 i. ii) 
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Cutiiu « $ (Irt^sU Aivl clfbU iHs »'ii ili'.'i l|. 


htiviii}' ‘ Uu’ lu'url. of ii Lion uml tlir ln-ntl of loi A^s.' • 
I’orlciilotis lo conlfuiiilalr ! 

CajH' Hit'lon was lifsif-finl thi-* Simmu'V, in a vn-tlitahh' 
iiminicr i mitl tnkco. 'I’lii' oiu* n'ul ?.lniki* ilmii* ujnni Kiiun-i' 
tliis Yi'iir, or imlml (i*xcr|it at mm) Uit> War. 

‘Ruin lo llioir I'lslifrit-., and a i-linv In-.-, of I , I ()(),()()()/. n 
vnai'.’ Conipaivd with aliiflj nil th«' c lino ' Violin ioi in 
Flandc'w’ arc a bottle of muon-diinc. '1‘iiis viiii,x nctindly a 
kind of stroke ; and tluH, one (inds, uni acc‘uni|iliilicd, under 
presidency of a •iinall siinadron of Kin|'’s slup',, by ' Xi-w- 
I'liif^land Volunteers,' on fuiais lid .ed by •ndi i ription, in llie 
way of joiul-sluck. A .shiidnp; t'oloniul feat ; said lo be 
very peri'eelly done, bolb .scrip part of il, and liijbliof' pari 

and niijfld have vielded. what uicaleutalile dividends in 

tlu! l''i.sbery way! Hul had to he (pien up a^pdn, in ex- 
elinnge fiu’ tlie Nellun'lanils, when I’eaee cunie. Alas, \our 
Majesty I Would it be tpiile impossible, then, to f'o diiei t 
upon your own sole erraml, llm Jmtin.v',? l\n one ; insteaii 
of .stiiinblinj.' about ainoiifi: the Forei.pt chimiiei pots, far and 
wide, under nightmares, in tins teiidile manner r I^-t us to 
Silesia again, 

CHAl'TF.U IX 

THE At'.STUIAX-.SASdX Alt.MV l.WAlU'.S Ml l^MA, 
AlTlti.S.S Tilt: .MiUWTAlN.S 

Vai.oui, who i.s to be of I'rieth iehx (“ampaign this Year, 
eanu! po.sling oil’ directly in rear of the ghnjous news of Imhi 
tenoy ; found Friedrich at ('amen/, i.ithei in spirits than 

^ 01(1 xr/;:- . 
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oLlu'Vwisi' ; and liiilgail platv-saiitly "’illi Ahlmt 'rohius niul 
him, till llif {'amiiaifTii slumlil hfj'in. 'I'wo IhiiigM Nurjuisc 
Valori ; lli'.->t, thi' gicat. '.Inmjdli, imprff'iinhk' a.s iL ware, to 
which Ncissc hat been hroiij^ht .Hiiicc he aaw it last, .sii|ici'- 
lativc coiulitioii of tliat h’orticss, and of the Army itMell’, as 
it: gathers daily more and more ahmit Kraiilvensteiii here: • 
and then .seeomlly, and eoidrariwise, the slrnngely negleetisl 
posture of mountainous or Upper Silesia, given up to Pan- 
(lours. (Juite suhmerged, in a manner: .Margraf Karl lies 
(piiet among them at .lagermlorf, ‘eating his maga/ine ' ; 
(Jemn'id Ilanteharmoi (Winteileld's late ehief in that. \Viirhen 
aindr), with his small Di-tnehment, still Imvers ahmiL in 
those llalihor parts, ‘ with the Strong 'I’owns to tall hack 
upon,’ or has in ell’eet fallen hack aeeordinglv ; anil nothing 
done to eoeree the Pandonrs at all. Wldle I’rinee Karl and 
Weissenfels are daily coming on, in force 1 t)0,t)(lt), their 
intention certain ; force, say, ahout 10l),t)lH) regular I Very 
singidar to Valmi, 

‘Sire, will not \ou dispute the Passes, theni'' asks \'alori, 
ama/ed : ‘ Not defend your Mountain rampart, theni'' ‘ Mnn 
vhn\ the Mountain rampart is three or four hundred miles 
long; there are tueUe or twenty |iraelieahle roads through 
it. One is kept in darkness, loo ; endless Pauilonr doggery 
■slnd ling out. ymir daylig.hl ; ill defending .such a rampart,' 
answers Friedrich. ' Hut how, then,’ persists Valori ; 'hut i" ' 
‘One day the King answered me,' .say. s \'aloi i, ‘ .Uoa aad, if 
you want to get the mouse, don’t slnd the trap; leave the 
trap open (on /a/.v.v, la xuiii h iiir iiiitr;/r} !' Which was a 
beam of light to the impuring thought of Valori, a military 
man of some intelligeiu'e.* 

'Phat, in fact, is iMiedrieh’s purj)ose privately formed. lie 
means that the Austrians shall consider him cowed into 
nothing, as lie understands they already do ; that they shall 
enter Silesia, in the notion of chasing him ; and .shall, if neeil 
he, lane the pleasure of chie.ing him, till perhaps a light 
* .Srr I .j.'.'x, i. jj;, jj,H. 




Kill"'; soon sfi's into his iinui, luul mi> Ifiul him ''(m 
(Iniic'os nil m'cnsitiii. In im nuiii is IhiTi' a jilfiilit'iih'r 
of niiiiiiii;', mu- ol' u liiifr kiutl. I-yhx-i'VihI iu'rs|iinu 
iiu!xh(uislil)k' coiilnvatuH*, iiiom|il iii<;fiiuil v, a ninn 
(Iniiffcnius (o play with at games nf skill. Ami it. is emu 

re<»’iiluletl ivhs'avs liy a nohle sense ul' huinmv, ton ; instiiieli 

* « 

ahlionvnt of’ allonieyism ami the swimller eleiiienl ; a t 
niiig, Hhai’|» a.s the vulpine, yet, alway.s .strictly liiiimui, wl 
is rather heantiliil to see. 'I’his is ime nf Frieilrieh's imu 
omlnwiiKinls. Iiilellcet Hiiii eleur, wlinlly practical (neeii 
he H[)ceia!lY ileep), aiul entirely Itiyal In the fact het'me 
this, if yuii luUl rapidity ami energy, prnmiiL widglit 
stroke, .such a.s was .seldniii met with, will render a iiniii 
(laiigeroii.s to ids adver.sary in the game nf war. Here is 
last of our I’amhmr Advenlnres for the prc-sent : 

‘ I'Viim Mil)' trill, r’l'iciliicli Imil lii'cn ftnilici iii>t clincr iimt c 
iilunit Kniiilrcnsleiii ; liy llm cnil nf tlic iiiniitli (lllllti, its if prinpi' 
iiitcililH limt, all f li-laclinuMitii hIiiiII lie Intiiii', anil llm .\ini)’ tala' I 
llu'ra. 'I'lm mn.sl are litimc ; MarKmf Kai l, at ,la(U'rniliii f, lint mil 
(liiuc cutiun; liis mn)(a/.im' : Inil he Inn luiiNt cmiui linme. I’sinniimii 
Margraf liiitaa ; il in mil ilmilileil Im nill ciil. Iiiiiiself llit'iiiiKh. Im 
Ilia KljOOIl ; hut KiU'h is the stt.ii iii v>f I’.imluurs Imvei in^ lieiwceu 
anil IIH, IKI csliifi'l le, nr clevciesl leller l■l•.ller, ran liii]ic tn (fel aim 
him. Ziulhen willi .Min lliiHHurM, he inn-.l lake tlin leller ; lliete i 
otlier way. ZieUieii iiioutUs ; fmei imiftly Inrth, limanta Neiisisnil, 
Ills I.eLLor; InilffiM in wiiiiiIh ; iIhiIki'k Itie lliiel, nnuitin(( ‘riil|Kiti li 
(passes himself olf fur a rnlpalehery say snine, ami i'ii)itin'e'< Hmkk. 
>S|iill-( lUicf'i'H who crime In pive iiiin nrilerH •) ; is til leiip;tli fniiinl nut 
fiiriinisly Hel-itpnn, ’‘Zietlien, tliili ! '' Inil (fi'ls In .hiKerinlnrf, ^}M 
Karl comiiin imt. to llm I'fHrne, nml ileliM’i, liia l.i'iler. " tlnnm, i 
all (if im Iniiiiirrciw !" Anil sn. .Sninniiiy 'JUil May, Imiiirn »e je 
NoiihIhiII. an Ihii way Inline, tlmre la an iiiiUmiitic passam' nf arma, 
very lirilliimlly hy iMarm'iif Karl iiKaitiHl I’auilmirH anti ntliers. 

''I'e rijfliL of iiH, In left, liarrinp: mir rntnl, the enemy, liu.m 
them, hLiuuI riiukeil on lieif^hts, in rlmseu pnsilinns ; ranmni helti 

I l'‘riiu von Illumciithal, tife of Ik r'iethfn, pp. I'/i.Ki (rxitrmrh ■ I'.nj.! 
nnw yivcn-up BH mylhical, fnr mini pan): «rc Oiliili (ii. 1511); l.ai »!•>■. f 
(iii. 24s), I’lCUSS, clc. 
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grenadiers, dragoons of Gotha and infinite Pandours ; military jungle 
bristling far and wide. And you must push it heartily, and likewise 
cut the tap-root of it (seize its big guns), or it will not roll away. 
Margraf Karl shoots-forth his steady infantry (“Silent till you see 
the whites of their eyes ! ”), — his cavalry with new manoeuvres ; whose 
behaviour is worthy of Ziethen himself; — in brief, the jungle is struck 
as by a whirlwind, the tap-root of it cut, and rolls simultaneously out 
of range, leaving only the Regimout of Gotha, Regiment of Ogilvy 
and some Regulars, who also get torn to shreds, and utterly ruined. 
Seeing which, the Pandour jungle plunges ivholly into the woods, 
uttering horrible cries (era poussant des ci-is terrihles), says Friedrich. ^ 
Our new cavalry-manoeuvres deserve praise. Margraf Karl had the 
honour to gain his Cousin’s approbation this day ; and to prove him- 
self, says the Cousin, “worthy of the grandfather he came from,” — 
my own great-grandfather ; Great Elector, Friodi-ich-Wilhelm ; whose 
style of motion at Fehrbellin, or on the ice of the Frische Haf (soldiers 
all in sledges, tearing along to be at the Swedes), was probably somewhat 
of this kind.’ * * 

‘ Some days ago, Winterfold had been pushed-out to Landshut, with 
Detachment of 2,000, to judge a little for himself which way the Austrians 
were coming, and to scare-off certain Uhlans (the Saxon species of Tol- 
patchery), who w'ero threatening to be mischievous thereabouts. The 
Uhlans, at sound of Winterfeld, jingled away at once : but, in a day or 
two, there came upon him, on the sudden, Pandour outburst in quite 
other force J— and in the very hours while Ziethen was struggling into 
Jiigerndorf, and still more emphatically next day, while Margraf Karl 
was handling his Pandours, — Colonel Winterfeld, a hundred miles te 
westward lapped among the Mountains, chanced to be dealing again with 
the same article. Very busy with it, from 4 o’clock this morning ; 
likely to give a good account of the job. Steadily defending Landshut 
and himself, against the grenadier battalions, cannon and furious over- 
plus of Pandours (8,000 or 9,000, it is said, six to one or so in the article 
of cavalry), ivhich General Nadasti, a scientific leader of men or Pan- 
dours, skilfully and furiously hurls upon Landshut and him, in an 
unexpected manner. Colonel Winterfeld had need of aU Ills heart and 
energy, in the intricate ground ; against the furious overplus well 
manoeuvred : but in him too there are manoeuvres; if he fail-back here, 
it is to rush-on double strong there ; hour after hour he inexpugnably 
defends himself, — till General Stille, Friedrich’s old Tutor, our worthy 
writing friend, whom we occasionally quote, comes-up with help ; and 

' CEtim-es de Fridlnc, iii. io6. More specially Bericht non der am 22 Mai 
1745 bey JVeusladt in Ober-Schksien vorgefalUnm Action (Seyfarth, Beylage, 
i. 159-166). 
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Nadasti is at once bruslied home again, with sore smart 01 failure, and 
''the loss of COO killed,” among other items.^ Colonel M'^interfeld was 
made Major-General next day, for this action. Colonel Winterfeld is 
cutting-out a high course for himself, by his conduct in these employ- 
ments ; soliditj', brilliant efifcctuality, shining through all he does ; his 
valour and value, his rapid just insight, fiery energy and nobleness of 
mind more and more disclosing themselves, — to one who is a judge 
of men, and greatly needs for his own use the first-rate quality in 
that article.’ 

Friedrich has left the mousetrap open ; — and latterly has 
been baiting it with a pleasant spicing of toasted cheese. 
One of his Spies, reporting from Prince Karl’s quarters, 
Friedrich has at this time discovered to be a Double-Spy, 
reporting thither as well. Double-Spy, there is an ugly fact ; 
— perhaps not quite convenient to abolish it by hemp and 
gibbet ; perhaps it could be turned to use, as most facts can ? 
‘ Very good, my expert Herr von Schonfeld ’ (that was the 
knave’s name) : ‘ and now of all things, whenever the Prince 
does get across, — instant word to us of that ! Nothing so 
important to us. If he should get hekveen us and Breslau, 
for example, what would the consequence be ! ’ To this 
purport Friedrich instructs his Double- Spy ; sends him off, 
unhanged, to Prince Karl’s Camp, to blab this fresh bit of 
knowledge. ‘ ’We likewise,’ says Friedrich, ‘ ordered some 
repairs on the roads leading to Breslau ; ’ — last turn of the 
hand to our bit of toasted fragrancy. And Prince Karl is 
actually striding forward, at an eager jDace : — and Nadasti 
•versus Winterfeld, the other day, could ’Winterfeld have 
guessed it, was the actual vanguard of the march ; and will 
be up again straightway ! Whereupon Winterfeld too is 
called home ; and all eyes are bent on the Landshut side. 

Prince Karl, under these fine omens, had been urgent on 
the Saxons to be swift; Saxons under Weissenfels did at last 

^ Berkkt von der am 21 Mai 1745 bey Landshut vorgefallenen Action, in 
Feldeiige, i. 302-305 (or in Seyfarth, Beylage, i. 155-158) ; CEuvres de FrMiric, 
iii. 105; Stille, pp. i20-i24(who misdates, ‘23d May’ for 22d). 


‘gol, tlu'ir nuiutm up,’ luicl wii hmr of thoin for oorUia, in 
jimclioii willi the AuNlriitus, at; .SHuilxlnr, on lliu JJolu'iiiifui 
.side of lilt' (iinal Moantnins ; wU,li cliligoaco thoso 

wi/anl wililiiilf.s iind hi;;hltuul waslcs. In a woni, tliey roll 
(UTo.ss itdu Silesia, lo Ijuid.shnl (2!)lli May); nothing doubt- 
ing hut l'’rii'ilrich ban cowml into wiiat roLrcats ho has, ua 
good as dcsjRTato of Siloahi, and will probably bo tirst board 
of in Uiv.slan, when Ihoy got tbitlior with thoir sioging guim. 
No cantiona aagaoious old I'cldinai-Hohall 'rrann ia in that 
Host at pii'Hont; iiollnng but. a I’rinro Karl, and a poor 
Duke* of Wi'isHoiifolH ; who are* too oortain of Novt'ral thinga ; — 
vary rapabh* of ofi lainly, and also of dt)nbl, l.bo wrong way of 
tin* I'arlH, 'I’hfir f'oiic is, by siriol. oounl, 7/5, OOO ; find tho.y 
march from I ,and‘.hul. dclfdiicd a littlo by provoudor concorns, 
on the hist day of t^^ny.' 

May dHlh, luicdrich bad cncainpcd at Frankoimtoin ; May 
.SOIh, la* sols forth north-westward, to ho nnaror the now 
Ki'ctn* ; cncfuups at Ucichctilmcb, that night; piislu’.s forwfird 
again, nc’it ihty, fur Schwcitlnilx, for .Siricgaii (in all, a ahifl; 
north west of some forty miles); and from ,!nno lat, lies 
sli'etcheil out between Schweidiiil/, and StriegfUi, inno miles 
long; well hidden in the hollows of tin* litlli* Kivers Ihere- 
abonls (Schaeidnit /. Water, Slriegau Water), with their littlo 
knolls find hills; wfitching I’rinee Kfirl's pruliable phies^ of 
egress from the Mountain Coiintry opposite. Ilis nndn fhiinp 
is from Sehweitlnit/. lo Jfiuernik,* some live miles long; but 
he has his vanguard np as far fis Striegmi, Diimonliu find 
)Viiilfi feld as vangimnl, in good strength, a little Wfiy behind 
or westward of that 'I'owu and SIrefun; Nfissan and his 
Division are sereeiied in the Wood ealled Nonnenhnseh {Niin'n 
Jiu.Hh), find lliere are onl posts sprinkled till ahoul, find viali'LLes 
wfitehing iVom the hill tops, from lla* .Stanowitz Koxhill ; the 
Zedlil/. * ( “iivvhill,’ ‘ Winehill ’ : an Army not eonrling ohser- 
vatioii, hut intent very iimeh to ohserve. Nfidiisti has 

* Utli. li, It. Usttkr, iii. i Hlfiot-l, iv. 3.^5. 
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Mountains ; goes out scouting, reconnoitring ; but is ‘ fired at 
from the growing corn,’ and otherwise hoodwinked by false 
symptoms, and makes little of that business. Friedrich’s 
Army we mil compute at 70,000.^ Not quite equal in 
number to Prince Karl’s; and, in other particulars, willing 
and longing that Prince Karl would arrive, and try its 
quality. 

Friedrich’s headquarter is at Jauernik : he goes daily riding 
hither, thither; to the top of the Fuchsberg {FoxMll at 
Stanowitz) with eager spyglass ; daily many times looks with 
his spyglass to the ragged peaks about Bolkenhayn, Kauder, 
Rohnstock ; expecting the throw of the dice from that part. 
On Thursday 3d June : Do you notice that cloud of dust 
rising among the peaks over' yonder ? Dust-cloud mounting 
higher and higher. There comes the big ci’isis, then ! There 
are the combined Weissenfels and Karl with their Austrian 
Saxons, issuing proudly from their stone labyrinth ; guns, 
equipments, baggages, all perfectly brought through ; rich 
Silesian plain country now fairly at their feet, Breslau itself 
but a few marches off ; — at sight of all which, the Austrian 
big host bm'sts-forth into universal field-music, and shakes-out 
its banners to the wind. Thursday 3d June 1745 ; a 
dramatic Entry of something quite considerable on the Stage 
of History. 

Friedrich, with Nassau and generals round, stands upon 
the Fuchsberg, — his remarks not given, his looks or emotions 
not described to us, his thought well known, — and looks at it 
through his tuhus (or spyglass) : There they are, then, and the 
big moment is come ! Friedrich had seen the dust and the 
manoeuvring of them, deeper in the Hills, from this same 
Fuchsberg yesterday, and inferred what was coming ; calcu- 
lated by what roads or hill-tracks they could issue : and how 
he, in each case, was to deal with them ; his march-routes 

* General-Lieutenant Freiherr Leo von Llitzow, I)ie Schlacht von Hohonfvied* 
(Potsdam, 1845), pp. 18, 21. 


are all settled, plank-bridges repaired, all pi-ivately is ready 
for these proud Austrian musical gentlemen, here in the 
hollow. Friedrich has been upon this Fuchsberg with his 
tuhits daily, many times since Monday last ; it is our general 
observatorium, says Stille, and commands a fine view into the 
interior of these Ilills. A Fuchsberg which has become 
notable in the Prussian maps ; ‘ the Stanowitz Fuchsberg,’ 
east side of Striegau Water, — let no tourist mistake himself ; 
for there are two or even thi-ee other Fuchsbergs, a mile or so 
northward on the western side of that Stream, which need to 
be distinguished by epithets, as the Striegau Fuchsberg, the 
Griiben Fuchsberg, and perhaps still others : comparable to 
the Jhur Neisse rivers, three besides the one we know, which 
occur in this piece of Country ! Our German cousins, I have 
often sorrowed to find, have practically a most poor talent for 
givhig navies ; and indeed much, for ages back, is lying in a 
sad state of confusion among them. Many confused things, 
rotting far and wide, in contradiction to the plainest laws of 
Nature ; things as well as names ! All the welcomer this 
Prussian Army, this young Friedrich leading it ; they, beyond 
all earthly entities of their epoch, are not in a state oi 
confusion, but of most strict conformity to the laws of 
Arithmetic and facts of Nature : perhaps a very blessed 
phenomenon for Germany in the long-run. 

Prince Karl with Weissenfels, General Berlichingen and 
many plumed dignitaries, are dining on the Hill-top near 
Hohenfriedberg : after having given order about everything, 
they witness there, over their wine, the issue of their Columns 
from the Mountains ; which goes on all afternoon, with field- 
music, spread banners ; and the oldest General admits he 
never saw a finer review-manoeuvre, or one better done, if so 
well. Thus sit they on the Hill-top {Galgenherg, not far 
from the gallows of the place, says Friedrich), in the beautiful 
June afternoon, Silesia lying beautifully azure at their feet ; 
the Zoptenberg, enchanted Mountain, blue and high on one’s 



eastern horizon ; Prussians noticeable only in weak hussar 
parties four or five miles off, which vanish in the hollow 
grounds again. All intending for Breslau, they, it is like ; — ■ 
and here, red wine and the excellent manoeuvre going on. 
‘ The Austrian-and-Saxon Army streamed-out all afternoon,’ 
says a Country Schoolmaster of those parts, whose Daybook 
has been preserved,^ ‘ each regiment or division taking the 
place appointed it ; all afternoon, till late in the night, sub- 
merging the Country as in a deluge,’ five miles long of them ; 
taking post at the foot of the Hills there, from Hohenfried- 
berg round upon Striegau, looking towards the morrow’s 
sunrise. To us poor country-folk not a beautiful sight ; their 
light troops flying ahead, and doing theft and other mischief 
at a sad rate. 

On the other hand, the Austrian and Saxon gentlemen, 
from their Gallows-Hill at Hohenfriedberg, notice, four or 
five miles in the distance, opposite them, or a little to the 
left of opposite, a Body of Prussian horse and foot, visibly 
wending northward ; like a long glittering serpent, the glitter 
of their muskets flashing back yonder on the afternoon sun 
and us, as they mount from hollow to height. Ten or twelve 
thousand of them ; making for Striegau, to appearance. 
Intending to bivouac or billet there, and keep some kind of 
watch over us ; belike with an eye to being rear-guard, on 
the retreat towards Breslau tomorrow ? Or will they retreat 
without attempting mischief ? Serenity of Weissenfels 
engages to seize the heights and proper posts, over yondei’, 
this night yet ; and will take Striegau itself, the first thing, 
tomorrow morning. 

Yes, your Serenities, those are Prussians in movement : 
Vanguard Corps of Dumoulin, Winterfeld ; — Rittmeister 
Seydlitz rides yonder ; — and it is not their notion to retreat 
without mischief. For there stands, not so far off, on the 
Stanowitz Puchsberg, a brisk little Gentleman, if you could 
notice him ; with his eyes fixed on you, and plans in the head 
' In Liltzow, pp. 123-132, 
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of him now getting nearly mature. For certain, he is 
pushing-out that column of men ; and all manner of other 
columns are getting order to push-out, and take their 
ground ; and tomorrow morning, — ^you wll not find him in 
retreat ! Such are the phenomena in that Striegau-Hohen- 
friedberg region, while the sun is bending westward, on 
Thursday 3d June 174)5. 

‘ From Hohenfriedberg, which leans against the higher Mountains, 
there may be, across to Striegau north-east, which stands well apart from 
them, among lower Hills of its own, a distance of about five English 
miles. The intervening country is of fiat, though upland nature : the 
first broad stage, or stair-step, so to speak, leading down into the general 
interior levels of Silesia in those parts. A tract wliich is now tolerably 
dried by draining, but was then mai'shy as well as bushy : — flat to the 
eye, yet must be imperceptibly convexed a little, for the line of watershed 
is hereabouts ; walk from Hohenfriedberg to Striegau, the water on your 
left hand flows, thougli mainly in ditches or imperceptible oozings, to the 
north and west, — there to fall into an eastern fork of the Roaring Neisse ’ 
(one of our three new Neisses, which is a very quiet stream here j runs 
close by the Mountain base, fed by many torrents, and must get its 
name, W&tliendo or Roaring, from the suddenness of its floods): 'into 
tills, bound nortliward and westward, run or ooze all waters on your left 
hand, as you go to Striegau. Right hand, again, or to eastward, you 
will find all sauntering, or running in visible brooks into Striegau 
Water ’ (little River notable to us), ‘ which comes circling from the 
Mountains, past Hohenfriedberg, farther south ; and has got to some 
force as a stream before it reaches Striegau, and turns abruptly east- 
ward ; — eastward, to join Scbweidnitz Water, and form with it the second 
stair-step downwards to the Plain Country. Has its Fuchsbergs, Kuh- 
bergs and little knolls and heights interspersed, on both sides of it, in 
the conceivable way. 

' So that, looking eastward from the heights of Hohenfriedberg, our 
broad stage or stair-step has nothing of the nature of a valley, hut rather 
is a kind of insensibly-swelling plain between two valleys, or hollows, of 
small depth ; and slopes both ways. Both ways ; but more towards the 
Striegau-Water valley or hollow; and thence, in a lazily-undulating 
manner, to other hollows and waters farther down. Friedrich’s Camp 
lies in the next, the Schweidnitz-Water hollow; and is five, or even 


present, 'rise to west of Striegau, definite peaked HiUs, with granite 
quarries in them and basalt blocks atop : — Striegau, it apjiears, is, iii 
old Czech dialect, Trzixa, which means I'riple Hill, the “Town of the 
Three Hills.” ' An ancient quaint little Town, of perhaps 2,000 souls : 
brown-gray, the stones of it venerably weathered ; has its wide big 
market-place, piazza, plain-stones, silent enough except on market-days : 
nestles itself compactly in the shelter of its Three Hills, which screen it 
from the north-west ; and has a picturesque appearance, its Hills and it, 
projected against the big Mountain range beyond, as you approach it 
from the Plain Country. 

' Hobenfriedberg, at the other corner of our battle-stage, on the road 
to Laiidshut, is a Village of no great compass ; but sticks pleasantly 
together, does not straggle in the usual way ; climbs steep against its 
Gallows-Hill (now called “ Siegesberg, Victory Hill," with some tower or 
steeple-monument on it, built by subscription) ; — and would look better, 
if trimmed a little and habitually well swept. The higher Mountain 
summits, Landsliut way, or still more if you look south-eastward, Glatz- 
ward, rise blue and huge, remote on your right ; to left, the Iloaring- 
Neisse range close at hand, is also picturesque, though less Alpine in 
type.' ^ * And of all Hills, the notablest, just now to us, are those 

“Three” at Striegau. 

Those Three Hills of Striegau his Serenity of V\feissenfels 
is to lay hold-of, this night, with his extreme left, were it 
once got deployed and bivouacked. Those Hills, if he can : 
but Prussian Dumoulin is already on march thither ; and 
privately has his eye upon them, on Friedrich’s part ! — For 
the rest, this upland platform, insensibly sloping two ways, 
and as yet undrained, is of scraggy boggy nature in many 
places ; much of it damp ground, or sheer morass ; better 
parts of it covered, at this season, with rank June gra.ss, or 
greener luxuriance of oats and barley. A humble peaceable 
scene ; peaceable till this afternoon ; dotted, too, wi th six or 
seven poor Hamlets, with scraggy woods, where they have 
their fuel ; most sleepy littery ploughman Hamlets, sometimes 
with a Schloss or Mansion for the owner of the soil (who has 
absconded in the present crisis of things), their evening smoke 
rising rather fainter than usual ; much cookery is no t advis- 
^ LUtzow, p. 28. > Tourist’s Note (1858). 



ftble with I'hiniis niul l living' anoul. .Nurtliwanl 
Ijubvi'i'ii SlrifgfUi mill Ihf liigluT Mounlaiiis Ihciv Ih an 
('xU'iisivi^ 'I't h lnnrtlixt hii/K nr ' I’tiiul llusliaiulrv ' (filcaiiiinj^ 
vihibli! IVuin nitlicnlVii'illuTg (IntluwH Hill jiisl now); a coni • 
bination orsluffnant, iiooN ami cai'|i poncl.M, the |i;i'onutl imich 
occupied hci'cabouts with what they name Carp lliiHbamlrv. 
Which iw all tirained away in onr time, yet traceable by the 
filndioii.s : tpinjn'j,fy coiijijcrici of sluices and lish-pondM, no 
road thronj;;h them except, on intricate dams; have si’rnhhy 
ihiclceta fdioni Ihe bordi'i' ; lids also is very slron;^ f'ronnd, 
if \Veissenrcl.s thoup;ht of defence thi-re. 

Which Weissenfcls does nol, hut only of allaclc. He 
occupies the ground nevertheless, rcarwnnl of this Carp' 
I fnshanih'V, as hecomes a slralegii- man; gradually bivouack- 
ing all round there, to end on the 'I’hrce Hills, were his last, 
regiments got up. 'The ( ‘arp I Iiisliandry is mainly /dmiiL 
I'iisdorf Handel : " in I’ilgrainshayn, where Weissenfel.s once 
llioiighl of lodging, lives our Writing Schoolmaster. 'I’lic 
Mountains lie to westward; llinging hmger shadows, as tlu' 
invasive troops continually dcjiloy, in that heaulifid manner; 
and coil theniselvi>s strategically on Ihe grounil, a bent rope, 
cordon, or line (flare lines in depth), reaching from the front' 
.skirls of Hoheufi iedherg to the Hills at. Striegan again, 
terrible to behold. 

In front, of HohenIVieilberg, we say, is the extremity or 
right, wing of the .Vusliian .^a\on bivonac% or will la- when Ihe 
proecss is complete ; live miles to uoilh east, sweeping round 
upon .Striegan region, will be their left, where mainly arc the 
.Saxons, to nestle upon Ihosi' 'I'lnte Hills of , Striegan: 
whitherward, however, Dnnnailin, on hViedrich's behalf, in 
idready (Ml march. .\us|rian Saxon bivouac, as is the way in 
regulated hosts, can at once beemue .Austrian Saxon order-of- 
battle: and then, probably, on the Chord of that Arc of live 
miles, the big h'ight. will roll tomorrow ; .Striegan one end of 
it, llohenfricdlu-rg Ihe other. h'iatlish, .somewhat, elliptic 
* .s'l I- .Mui'i 1'. tyj. 


upland, stairstep from the Mountains, as we called it ; tract 
considerably cut with ditches, carp-husbandries, and their 
tufts of wood ; line from Striegau to Hohenfriedberg being 
axis or main diameter of it, and in general the line of watei’- 
shed : there, probably, will the tug of war be. Friedrich, 
on his Fuchsberg, knows this ; the Austriaii-Saxon gentlemen, 
over their wine on the Gallows-Hill, do not yet know it, but 
will know. 

It was about four in the afternoon, when Valori, with a 
companion, waiting a good while in the King’s Tent at 
Jauernik, at last saw his Ma,iesty return from the Fuchsberg 
observatory. Valori and friend have great news : ‘ Tournay 
fallen ; siege done, your Majesty ! ’ Valori’s friend is one De 
Latour ; who had brought word of Fontenoy (‘ important 
victory on the Scamander,’ as Friedrich indignantly defined it 
to himself) ; and was bid wait here till this Siege-of-Tournay 
consummation (‘ as helpful to me as the Siege of Pekin ! ’) 
should supervene. They hasten to salute his Majesty with 
the glorious tidings. FTmph ! thinks Friedrich ; and we are 
at death-grips here, little to be helped by your talcing Pekin ! 
However, he lets wit of nothing. ‘ I make my compliments ; 
mean to fight tomorrow.’^ Valori, ns old soldier and friend, 
volunteers to be there and assist : — Good. 

Friedrich, I presume, at this late hour of four, may be 
snatching a morsel of dinner ; his orderlies ai’e .silently speed- 
ing, plans taken, orders given : To start all, at eight in the 
evening, for the Bridge of Striegau ; thei’e to cross, and spread 
to the right and to the left. Silent, not a word spoken, not 
a pipe lighted : silently across the Striegau Water there. A 
march of three miles for the nearest, who are here at 
Jauernik; of nine miles for the farthest about Schweidnitz ; 
at Schweidnitz leave all your baggage, safe under the guns 
there. To the Bridge of Striegau, diligently, silently inai’ch 
along ; Bridge of Striegau, there cross Striegau Water, and 

' Valori, i. 228. 
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deploy to right and to left, in the way each of you knows. 
These are Friedrich’s orders. 

Late in the dusk, Dumoulin and Winterfeld, whom we saw 
silently on march some hours ago, have silently glided past 
Striegau, and got into the Three-Hill region, which is some 
furlong or so farther north : — to his surprise, Dumoulin finds 
Saxon parties posting themselves thereabouts. He attacks 
said Saxon parties ; and after some slight tussle, drives them 
mostly from their Three Hills ; mostly, not altogether ; one 
Saxon Hill is precipitous on our hither side of it, and we 
must leave that till the dawn break. Of the other Heights 
Dumoulin takes good possession, with cannon too, to be ready 
against dawn ; — and ranks himself out to leftward withal, 
along the plain ground ; for he is to be right wing, had the 
other troops come up. These are now all under way ; astir 
from Jauernik and Schweidnitz, silently streaming along ; and 
Dumoulin bivouacks here, — very silent he : not so silent the 
Saxons ; who are still marching-in, over yonder, to westward 
of Dumoulin, their rearguard groping-out its ])osts as it best 
can in the dark. Elsewhere, miles and miles along the foot 
of the Mountains, Austrian-Saxon watchfires flame through 
the ambrosial night ; and it is an impressive sight for 
Dumoulin, — still more for the poor Schoolmaster at Pilgram- 
shayn and others, less concerned than Dumoulin. ‘ It was 
beautiful,’ says Stille, who was there, ‘ to see how the plain 
about Rohnstock, and all over that way, was ablaze with 
thousands of watchfires (tciiisend und aher tausmd ) ; by the 
light of these, we could clearly perceive the enemy’s troops 
continually defile from the Hills the whole night through.’ ^ 

Serenity of Weissenfels, after all, does not lodge at Pil- 
gramshayn ; far in the night, he goes to sleep at Rohnstock, 
a Schloss and Hamlet on that fork of Roaring Neisse, by the 
foot of the Mountains ; three or four miles off, yet handy 
enough for picking-up Striegau the first thing tomorrow. 
His Highness Prince Karl lies in Hausdorf, tolerable quarters, 
* Cited in Seyfarth, i. 630. 
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pretty much in the centre of his long bivouac ; day’s business 
well done, and bottle (as one’s wont rather is) well enjoyed. 
Nadasti has been out scouting; but was pricked-into by 
hussar parties, fired-into from the growing corn ; and could 
make out little, but the image of his own ideas. Nadasti’s 
ultimate report is. That the Prussians are perfectly quiet in 
their camp ; from Jauei'nik to Schweidnitz, watchfires all 
alight, sentries going their rounds. And so they are, in 
fact ; sentries and watchfires, — but now nothing else there, a 
mere shell of a camp ; the men of it streaming steadily along, 
without speech, without tobacco ; and many of them are 
across Striegau Bridge by this time ! — 

It was past eleven, so close and continuous went this 
march, before Valori and his Latour, with their carriages and 
furnitures, could find an interval, and get well into it. Never 
will Valori forget the discipline of these Prussians, and how 
they marched. Difficult ways ; the hard road is for their 
artillery ; the men march on each side, sometimes to mid-leg 
in water, — never mind. Wholly in order, wholly silent ; 
Valori followed them three leagues close, and there was not 
one straggler. Every private man, much more every officer, 
knows well what grim errand they are on ; and they make no 
remarks. Steady as Time; and, except that their shoes are 
not of felt, silent as he. The Austrian watchfires glow silent 
manifold to leftward yonder ; silent overhead are the stars : — 
the path of all duty, too, is silent (not about Striegau alone) 
for every well-di'illed man. Tomorrow ; — well, tomorrow ? 

A grimmish feeling against the Saxons is understood to be 
prevalent among these men. Brlihl, Weissenfels himself, have 
been reported talking high, — ‘ Reduce our King to the size of 
an Elector again,’ and other foolish things ; — indeed, grudges 
have been accumulating for some time. ‘ Kein Pardon (No 
quarter) ! ’ we hear has been a word among the Saxons, as 
they came along ; the Prussians growl to one another, ‘ Very 
well then. None ! ’ Nay, Friedrich’s general order is, ‘ No 


iiiMiiuTf, you cnvdlryi in t!it‘ lical tif ; cnvahy. ^Itikc at; 
llu' t'affs of llifin ; uni iiifniilrv, kci*]) ymir fin* fill willuii 
lifty .slfli** ; hayoiii’l n illiul ii lu In* rrlifd tin.’ 'I'linsi* wen* 
liut griiiTal nnli'i-.'*, in tin* luiliinv of lliii 

nif'lit, neat' llic I’tail of lliat I'kali •lirr-; hIutc he Inul Iici'ii no 
busy all day; a widish plain spm't* hcrcahniih, Slrii-gnii 
Ui'idi'i* now near ; he had lain Htnni* linn* in Ids cltmk, wail- 
iiij' till llu* chief gi-neial*., with llu* heads of tlieir enliiinns, 
I’diild reii(le/v<aiH lien*. lie then .spiaiiK on lunvicliack ; .spnki; 
lii'icily Ihe e*>Hetdial things (nne of tlu-ni thenhnve); ‘Had 
meant to he uune ndnnle, in leganl to positions and tlu* like; 
but all is HO in daiknes'i, einhroiletl liy llie Hare of lliu 
Austrian walchfires, wt* can niakt* luithing farther of locidilica 
III present : .'^triegaii for rigid "ing, left wing ojiposile to 
lloheiifriedheig, so, and .‘slriegau \Vater well to rear of ns, 
lie diligent, exarl, all facilities awake: yn'ir own sense, and 
lilt* Order of flat tie wliicli \on know, nnisl do tin* rest. l''or- 
ward; steady; can I douhl hut you will nctpiit yourselves 
like I'riiHsiaii nu'ii r* ' And so they inarch, acneis tin* liriilge 
it .SIriegaii, south oiilskirl of the 'J'own, plank liriilge, 1 
ml afraid ; and pour llienisehe.s, to right anil to left, coti- 
linually the liielong night. 

'To descrihe the Hattie which ensued, Hattie named of 
sfriegau or Ilolieufiiedherg, e\ccls the power of Innnati 
talent, if hiiniau talent had leisure for .such employnienl, 
It is the huge sliock and cla-.h of Td.tltlH against 7t),t)(ll), 
[ilaced in tlie way we Miid. 4\n enormous furious ximulUii (or 
‘hollial one<*,' as the I.rdins plu>ee it), spreading orer fen 
itjiiare iidles, Hat her say, a wiile eongerie'i of electric .siutiil. 
laiicilics; all fill (til, plus tug inmllv iitlo one anollier; iiaeil, 
loiiil, must nmd : Ihe aspeel of wldelt is Hiutiky, I inuuleruits, 
'thtlni-.e; the true srijUt m fi of wldeh, who *.hHlI unravel? 
I’het'e are five neeounts of it, all mode illy written, eaeh true- 
looking from its own plaee ; ami a thrice ililifn-ut I’nee.iau 
[IHiccr, Hlatioued on Hie >«pol in late yeat.s, ha*, •driven well to 


harmonise them all.^ Well worth the study of military men ; 
— who might make tours towards this and the other great 
battlefield, and read such things, were they wise. For us, a 
feature or two, in the huge general explosion, to assist the 
reader’s fancy in conceiving it a little, is all that can he pre- 
tended to. 


CHAPTER X 

BATTLE OF HOHENFRIEDBERG 

With the first streak of dawn, the dispute renewed itself 
between those Prussians and Saxons who are on the Heights 
of Striegau. The two Annies are in contact here ; they lie 
wide apart as yet at the other end. Cannonading rises here, 
on both sides, in the dim gray of the morning, for the posses- 
sion of these Heights. The Saxons are out-cannonaded and 
dislodged, other Saxons start to arms in support ; the cry 
‘To arms !’ spreads everywhere, rouses Weissenfels to horse- 
back ; and by sunrise a furious storm of battle has begun, in 
this part. Hot and fierce on both sides ; charges of horse, 
shock after shock, bayonet-charges of foot ; the great guns 
going like Jove’s thunder, and the continuous tearing storm 
of small guns, very loud indeed ; such a noise, as our poor 
Schoolmaster, who lives on this spot, thinks he will hear only 
once again, when the Last Trumpet sounds ! It did, indeed, 
he informs us, resemble the dissolution of Nature: ‘For ail 
fell dark too ’ ; a general element of sulphurous powder- 
smoke, streaked with dull blazes ; and death and destruction 

' Five Accounts : l°. The Prussian Official Account, in Helden-Geschichte, 
i, logS-itoa. 2°. The Saxon, ibid. 1103-1108. 3°. The Austrian, ibid. 1109- 
1115. 4°. Stille’s (ii. 125-133, of English Translation). 5°. Friedrich’s own, 

CE/rz'rtfj, iii. 108-118. Lutzow, above cited, is the harmouiser. Besides which, 
two of value, in Feldziige, i. 310-323, 328-336; not to mention Cogniazzo, Con- 
fessions of an Austrian Veteran (Breslau, 1788-1791 : strictly Anonymous at 
that time, and candid, or almost more, to Prussian merit ; — still worth reading, 
here and throughout), ii, 123-135; etc. etc. 
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very nigh. What will become of poor pacific mortals here- 
abouts ? Rittmeister Seydlitz, Winterfeld his patron, ride, 
with knit brows, in these horse-charges ; fiery Rothenhurg 
too ; Truchsess von Waldburg, at the head of his Division, 
— poor Truchsess known in London society, a cannon-ball 
smites the life out of him, and he ended here. 

At the first clash of horse and foot, the Saxons fancied 
they rather had it ; at the second, their horse became dis- 
tressed ; at the third, they rolled into disorderly heaps. The 
foot also, stubborn as they were, could not stand that swift 
firing, followed by the bayonet and the sabre ; and were forced 
to give ground. The morning sun shone into their eyes, 
too, they say ; and there had risen a breath of easterly wind, 
which hurled the smoke upon them, so that they could not 
see. Decidedly staggering backwai’ds ; getting to be taken 
in flank and ruined, though poor Weissenfels does his best. 
About five in the morning, Friedrich came galloping hither- 
ward ; Valori with him : ‘ Mon ami, this is looking well ! 
This will do, won’t it ? ’ The Saxons are fast sinking in the 
scale ; and did nothing thenceforth but sink ever faster ; 
though they made a stiff" defence, fierce exasperation on both 
sides ; and disputed every inch. Their position, in these 
scraggy Woods and Villages, in these Morasses and Carp- 
Husbandries, is very strong. 

It had proved to be farther north, too, than was expected ; 
so that the Prussians had to wheel round a little (right wing 
as a centre, fighting army as radius) before they could come 
parallel, and get to work : a delicate manoeuvre, which they 
executed to Valori’s admiration, here in the storm of battle ; 
tramp, tramp, velocity increasing from your centre outwards, 
till at the end of the radius, the troops are at treble-quick, 
fairly running forward, and the line straight all the while. 
Admirable to Valori, in the hot whirlwind of battle here. 
For the great guns go, in horrid salvoes, unabated, and the 
crackling thunder of the small guns ; ‘ terrible tusseling 
about those Carp-ponds, that quaggy Carp-husbandry,’ says 



[lUl I'.iiir 

till' , ' iiiul th<- ii-i liiuttnl iiut iti ■iilplituDUs 

till' '.hi tk' *! MiiitiUt*. W h-vi li ul liriiiiiii* i>! Ui |iiu’ilit‘ :* SiiiiK* 

luul Hiti ill tiiitf, t]if\ vu-u- t!if «i .i 4 , utlii-i I hiul M|uutlc«l, 
ulm ftutlii luiil H iitHtk ■iiiituliii' Moit 111 ui hull giitlifUtl into 
ihf Nurifi'\ ^iiuhn at tlw fmil uf uur \ ilhij't* ; vvi- > ihI i|iiitkiiif^ 
thi ir, um jiiiiM-ii miirtii tu-iiiiiliKi ;h \iHal ; in ti-nw niul 
VI nil, nl li 'V.t till' Miiiiiiiii jiait. I’hiriiiift iiimh’ tviuiirili'infiil 
with fiirh tilhi-r,’ wivi In-, 'ami tlrar fiinnli tuuk fiitvvvrll,' * 
Oni- pniiTii! Alh-h-ii ; tin- l.<i->t I lav, tn all ajijiriuaiii'f, hav ing 
vunia. rtiriiiirh, thiiifti in thi'i {'ihmI |untma, ('nlh)jii 

Ul till* h-rt ttgaiu, wh>ii- inmh n-.inirrs atlnitiui! 

fiDiti him. 

till tin* .\iiitnait -.iiii-, Piima Kail, thiiiiii;h hi'v iiimttiiij.' 
•iliM-p at Hairahuf, hati h> -ml Ihr t iiiiiniiiatiiiij.' : ‘Saxons 
tnkinij Stin-j.'au ‘ ' think', lo' . a jih a.nnt hillah) ••nmn'h ; aiiil 
I'ontiniii'i III »)h-t |i anil ituain. A},'ilat.'il nt<•^'a■n^f•l . nish in, 
at last ; iliaw his i-nilnin'i ' I’ltissiain all in tank, this siilt' 
Stiii-j.;an Wain- ; ■''.ixinr. h< iti-n, nr m ailv sn, at Stlii'gail : 
wr must stanil to atiifi, Vinii Hij.;hn' ‘i i ' ' ' ’I’n anus, of 

rmtrsr,’ niiswcts Karl, aiui hnuiis now, what hf ran, to j'ct 
fViTV ihinj' in nmtion. 'I’lo- hivniiai* tlsi-lf hail Ih-ch in otilrr 
of Imtllr ; hnl natmalh thi-i>- is iiimh to ailjiist, to jmt in 
tiiiii ; ami llo' Austrians an- not ilistinj-'.iiishcil fni n-lnity of 
niiivrnii'lit. All thr wor'ir fni thrni jusl now. 

On 1**1 ii-ih 0 li’n siih’, »o far as I t an gathft, ihfrr have 
ha]ljH'nr«l two rtoss mritlrnts t'llst, hv that whrflin}.J niovi*. 
llli’llt, ilollf to \ahill’s ailutiiatinll in tho Sliii-f'au t[Ualtrr, till* 
I’nissinti lino has hitrlosl llself up tnwalils Sttir}>au, has jftil 
rnivisl inwaiil, alal roVrli Irss jj;roUnil than vvas ronntial on; 
so that thi'ii* is Ilka to Iv sonif }.',ap in th'* ti iitral part of 
it; n.s in fail th«-ic was, in spitr of Kririltii It's fll'urts, ami 
hitrhings of haltalioiis ami s.ptiulioiis : an imhspulahlr gap, 
though it lurnctl to tirh proiit for l-'io thirh ; I’limr Karl jtay- 
ing no atti'iition to it, I'jinii smh inilisputahh* gap a wake- 
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I cni'iiiy might luivt* dtuu' l-'i ii tliirh htiiiu- iiin'iliiUH IVi'iik ; 
I Kiu'l wiUi ill hi‘> hi-il, iw we huy; in a liTi'ilili' Hurry, 
I), wlifii mil lit* linl. Nnlhiiig w(w (liim* uiitiii the gap; 
il I'Vifilrirli hml lii*> tiiii>x|wi’l<-il pridit hy it. lu-tora long, 

'I'lir scfuiitl mTiilnil. it nlmost wor.M'. Stricgaii Dridgc (of 
lUik.i, n» I framl), rrriikiiig imdff hiudi a hravy slrciuii of 
•I and wluH'ix all night, ilid at la«l Invak, in Honu> dogrtta, 
d nrtilad to hr lurndi-tl ; Jut that Iha rrarward raginimdH, 
10 aiv to form I'Viiilrii’hV left wing, an' in painful ndartl ; 
and art' hai-nming frightfully iiftf'.'.nry, Ihi' .■Vn.'il riaii.i uh 
t. far out Hanking Uf, cnjiahli' of taking u.s in llank with 
at right wing of Ihi-im! 'riu* mnnirnl was agitating to 
(h’lit'i'al'in chii'f : \‘aluri will own Ihi't young Kiiiga Imaring 
1.1 prifri't : nut till' ira-d tturry, though tindfr hui'Ii a at rain, 
i‘ liai aidi"* dr cainp, da'diing mil rirry whitlirr ivith ordriw, 
111 ('Xjirtlii’id'i : I’liiiii’ llfuri, Id** youngrr Hrothcr, gallop- 
g till' faatrit : nay, at la.il, he iM'g.i Valori him.M'lf to 
.llo[), with ortli'i'* to a rritaiu (ti-nrral (Ji-a'ili'r, in \vhm*t'. 
•igadc arv Draguun'i, W'Idi h \ aluri tlor*i, happily without, 
'(•ft on (Ii"i'*lcr; who kiiowi no \‘alori for an aidr dr camp, 
d krrp* thr grouinl appoinlial him ; rrarward of tliat. gap 
• talkt'd of. 

Happily thr AiHtiinn light wing it in no haito to rliargi*, 
appily Zirthrii, tdorkrd hy that inrundiranrr of tlir liridga 
I'tiditig, *tiiid« a ford higlirr up,’ thr ll.■,■.iduou■i Zii'tlirii; 
la.*ilu"i arrovi, olhrr irgiuirnti folUiwing ; forum in linr well 
ft want ; ami iiiitrad of waiting for thr Austrian I'hargr, 
argi'H hmnr upon Ihnn, timrly tlirongh llir diHiridt 
onndK. No daiigrt* of thr Aimtritum outlinnking im now; 
cy nfr thrnmchr’i likrh to gi-t haiil mruwiirr on Ihrir 
ink. By thr fold mitl hy I hr Ihidgr, alt rrgiinrntH, Homr 

niiHii fit t I’i'lih- iiitii'L ifft tn iiu'ir ikihIm h!t)l \ti iiitiiv 
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tmuips forth willi hi.s Division: slc.ulv ! nil iiinniuT iil 
Divisions Lnini}) forth ; niul Iho hot storm, Zicthcn nnd 
ctivalry dashiiijj; uinm that rij^diL winj^ of theirs, kindles here 
also far ami wide. 

'L’he Austrian cavalry on this winp; ami elsewhere, it, is 
clear, were ill oil'. ‘ We could md. fhar;^e the IVus-.iati left 
wing, say they, partly hccause of the mora.s.se.s that lay he- 
tweeu us; partly ' (which is rcniarkahle) ‘ heeause they 

ruslied across and charged us,' ' I’rince Karl is .‘.oi'ry to 
report such things of his cavalry ; lad their hehaviuur was 
bad and not good. The limt shock threw them wavering; 
tlie second, — nothing would jter.stnule them to da-.h forth 
and meet it. High olliceas commamled, ohte.ted, drew old. 
pistols, I’rince Karl himself shot a fugitive or two, it was 
to no purpose ; they wavered wor.ie at every new shock ; nnd 
at length a shock came (sixth it was, as the reporter counts) 
which shook them all iido the wiml. Decitledly shy of the 
rrussiaiis with their nesv mnniciivre.s, and leriilile way of 
coming-on, as if sure of healing. In the .siaxon quarter, 
certain Austrian n'giinelits of hoise would not charge at. 
all; merely kept (iring from their carhim-s, and when the 
time came. ran. 

As for the Saxons, they have been beaten these two hiairs ; 
that is to say, hopeless Ihe.se two hours, and getting beaten 
worse, and wov.se. 'I'he Saxons cannot stand, hut neither 
generally will they run; they dispnle every tiilih, morass 
and tuft of wood, espeeially every village. Wie. k-. of the 
muddy desjjerate hushiess last, hour after hour, * 1 gave mv 
men a little rest uiidt'f the garden walls,* .says one Saxon 
gcutlemau, ‘or they would have died, in the heat nnd thirst, 
and extreme fatigue; I would liave giiim Itlll gulden’ (HI/, 
sterling) ‘ for a glass of waler.’'" The rnis.siaiis pn-.h them 
oil, bayonet hi hack ; inexorable, not to he vesi ,ted ; .slit oil' 
whole battalions of Iheiu (|)risimers now, and quarter given); 

‘ Aiislriaii report, Ildileii-dtuhhhU, i. 1113. 

* IJelilen-llcsihiJili, iilii siijiri. 


4th June 1743! 

take all their guns, or all that are not sunk in the quag- 
mires ; — in fine, drive them, part into the Mountains direct, 
part by cii'cuit thither, down upon the_ rear of the Austrian 
fight ; through Hausdorf, Seifersdorf and other Mountain 
gorges, where we hear no more of them, and shall say no 
more of them. A sore stroke for poor old Weissenfels ; the 
last public one he has to take, in this world, for the poor man 
died before long. Nobody’s blame, he says ; every Saxon man 
did well ; only some Austrian horse-regiments, that we had 
among us, were too shy. Adieu to poor old Weissenfels. 
Luck of war, what else, — ^thereby is he in this pass. 

And now new Prussian force, its Saxons being well 
abolished, is pressing down upon Prince Karl’s naked left 
flank. Wes ; — Prince Karl too will have to go. His cavalry 
is, for most part, shaken into ragged clouds ; infantry, steady 
enough men, cannot stand everything. ‘ I have observed,’ 
says Friedrich, ‘ if you step sharply up to an Austrian 
battalion ’ (within fifty paces or so), ‘ and pour-in your fire 
well, in about a quarter of an hour you see the ranks begin- 
ning to shake, and jumble towards indistinctness ’ ; ^ a very 
hopeful symptom to you ! 

It was at this moment that Lieutenant-General Gessler, 
under whom is the Dragoon regiment Eaireuth, who had kept 
his place in spite of Valori’s message, determined on a thing, 
— ndvi.secl to it by General Schmettau (younger Schmettau), 
who was neai’. Gessler, as we saw, stood in the rear line, 
behind that gap (most likely one of several gaps, or wide 
spaces, left too wide, as we exjfiained); Gessler, noticing the 
jumbly condition of those Austrian battalions, heaped now 
one upon another in this part, — motions to the Prussian 
Infantry to make what farther room is needful ; then dashes 
through, in two columns (self and the Dragoon-Colonel 
heading the one, French Chasot, who is Lieutenant-Colonel, 
heading the other), sabre in hand, with extraordinary impetus 
r Military Instnictiom, 


and fire, into the belly of these jniiibly Aiislrian.s ; ami 
slashoH them to raj^s, 'twenty battalions of them,’ in an 
altogether unexampled manner. 'fakes ‘several llunisaml 
pidsonens,’ and such a haul of standards, keltledrums and 
insignia of honour, as was never got before at. tint' eliarge. 
Sixty-.sevun standanls by the tide, for the regiment (by most. 
All-Clraeiou.s I’ermi.ssion) wears, ever after, ‘ (iT ’ upon its 
cartridge-box, ami is allowetl to lieat the grenmiier mareh ; ‘ 
— how many kettledrnms memory does not say. 

Prince Karl beaks retreat, about H in the morning: is 
through Hoheufriedberg about Id (eanmm covering there, 
and Nadtusti as rearguard): back into (he iMmmlains ; a 
thoroughly well-beaten man. 'fowanis liolkenhayu, the 
Saxoits and he; their heavy artillery ami baggage liati been 
left safe, there. Not much pursued, and grailually rearrang 
ing liimself; with thoughts, no want of thoughts! Came 
pouring-down, trinm|ihaid.ly invasive, yesterday; returns, on 
these, terms, in about fifteen hours, .Not marching with dis- 
played banners and field •music, this lime ; this is a far other 
march. The mou.selrap bad been left open, and we rashly 
went in! — Prince Karl's lo.s.s, including that of (lie .Sa\oie» 
(which is almost eipial, Ihougli llieir miniber in the field was 
but hidf)i is !),()()() dea<l and wiaindeil, 7, Odd piisoner.s, 
66 cannon, 7ti (lags and standards; (he Prussian is about 
5,000 dead and woumled.^ l''riedrieh, at sight of Valori, 
embraces his I'ulnrh, say.s, with a pious emotion in voice 
and look, ‘ My friend, (lod has helped me wonderfully this 
day!’ Actually there was a kind of devout feeling visible 
in him, thinks Valori ; ‘A singular mixture, this Prime, tif 
good (pialitie.s and of bad; I never know vvhieh prepon- 
derates.”' As is the way with fat Valoris, when they come 
into such company, 

Pricdric.h is blamed by some military men, ami perhaps 

' Orlicli.ii. 179(173 «•. >79 slir.laly "mne) : .Ui.'i/n* /;«.*.>», II, <1, iv, 
465, 468. See 1 ‘ieii‘is, i, 212 j (KmotStU hi-Utu J e|. • 1. 

“ In Orlicli (ii. 1K2) nil tlie ilcUiiU. * V«|.,ti, .'.r/jw.-, 



II, sell tliiuigm 11 (iiU'-MioimiiK*, tiiiu (!<• dill not, jitiiMu; 
iiu’f Karl tnoff 'hu‘|)ly. Ilf wiy.i Iun tnnip.i rmiltl not. ; 
■v ivfif wmii-oiil with thf iiij'ht'.N nifucliiiig titid the day’f! 
Iiliiiff. Hf hiiiin'ir limy vvrll lif worn out. I ^uiipo.sc, for 
! lii-sl four nnd-lvvftily liuiir.i hr, of nil Hit; (’oiitciiipormy 
i.H of Adiiiii, liHfi jirtilmhly Inrii lla* InHifnt. Ud iin n'.it, 
s liny; n-stl till lomnrrow nuiniiiijf, nml lie llmiikl’iil. ‘So 
■inivr n ilrffid,' wiilc'* hr to liix Mollitn' (hirslily, iiUMlnl iiig 
111' Jiliif for Hh), ' lum not Imhmi siiuv Hlfiilifini '' (whirli 
tolrrnlily trilf ) ; mid ’ I Imvf lundf tho I’riiUTu hijrii tlirir 
urn,’ lo ^ivf Ihf ^^oml Motlicr n'.-<nrimrf tif hrr rliililirn 
Ihr.Hr ]irril« of wnr. Srliltnn lutn «»u'h ii drliv rniiirr roiiir 
a Ilian. 


ClIAr'l'Kll XI 

CA.Ml' Ot fUM’.M : I-ltl KUKIfH C’ANN’OT AflllKVK 

I'CAfK 

I''uil :i‘Uii It iinui Ill'll, on till' nnniow, likfwisf lo Uolkrii 
yn ; whirh ihr rnrinv Imvr jiiit Irfl ; oiir lui!i'iar« hiui^in^ 
thrirrrur, and liirkt riii^ willt Nadii'ili. M’lifii nj'tviii, on llir 
irinw, Suiidny, ' twcUi- liom>i of niuliiuuiun rain,' wrilrn 
loii ; lull Ihrif ii till down jionr, or iii'itr« or tlialnrlianrc 
il will «lmkf ilii'if uirn from tlu-ir nuiki, writri Yidori, 
III mi il ^(H'l on, murrli nftrr nimvh, the Anilrinnn nhrnd, 
iimmlin tuul our liii’,'iiii!i infr^liiifj; tlu-ir irar, whirli .nkilfnlly 
frialrd itwlf ; tlnouj'h Imiul'ihut down into lloht-niiitt wlirru 
‘ iirw snrrrinivr niart lii-H, thr I’ru’i’iinn «iitiu Ir r»tn(V nlurk- 
0 tin- hark of drffnlrtl Anutriii, ' noun* with you; fnrtlirr 
inr ! ’ and f*hof.;}j;ing it on, withoul jiaiiM*, for aliout n. 
tniglil to roinr. And Uim only witli tnnjmrnry jiniiif ; 
it il to »ny, with intriratr nmnirnvriit(^i of ii month long, 
irh filuAf il to Konigngrat/, it^s nltiiuatnin, lirsond whirh 
•rr in no grtting it 'i hr •itagr'i ami hiirrrs'iivr ra.ni|iingiM, 

* t, 4 'Urf %M if Miffi Jf »«iVl. 71. 


to be found punctually in the old Books and new, can interest 
only military readers. Here is a small theological thing at 
Landshut, from first hand : 

June^th^Vj'ib. 'The Amy followed Diimoulin’s Corps, and marched 
upon Landshut. On arriving hi that neighbourhood, the King was 
surrounded by a troop of 2,000 Peasants,’ — of 'Protestant persuasion 
very evidently ! (whidi is much the prevailing thereabouts), — ' who 
begged permission of him "to massacre the Catholics of these parts, and 
clear the country of them altogether." Tliis animosity arose from the 
persecutions which the Protestants had suffered during the Austrian 
domination, when their churches used to be taken from them and given 
to the Popish priests,’ — churches and almost their children, such was the 
anxiety to make them orthodox. The patience of these peasants had 
run-over ; and now, in tlie hour of hope, they proposed the above 
sweeping measure. 'The King was very far from granting them so 
barbarous a permission. He told them, “Tliey ought rather to conform 
to the Scripture precept, to bless those that cursed tliem, and pray for 
those that despitefully used them ; such was the way to gain the King- 
dom of Heaven." The peasants,’ rolling dubious eyes for a moment, 
'answered, His Majesty was right; and desisted from their cruel pre- 
tension.’ ^ * — ' On Hoheufriedherg Day,’ says another Witness, 'as 

far as the sound of the cannon was heard, mil round, tlie Protestants fell 
on their knees, praying for victory to the Prussians ’ ; ^ and at Breslau 
that evening, when the "Thirteen trumpeting Postillions’ came teaviug-in 
with the news, what an enthusiasm without limit ! 

Prince Karl has skill in choosing camps and positions : his 
Austrians are much cowed ; that is the grievous loss in his 
late fight. So, from June 8th, when they quit Silesia, — by 
two roads to go more readily, — all through that month and 
the next, rriedrich spread to the due width, duly pricking- 
into the rear of them, drives the beaten hosts onward and 
onward. They do not think of fighting ; their one thought 
is to get into positions where they ca?i have living conveyed 
to them, and cannot be attacked ; for the former of which 
objects, the farther homewards they go, it is the better. The 
main pm-suit, as I gather, goes leftward from Land, shut, 
by Friedland, — the Silesian Fi'iedland, once Wallenstein’s. 

J CEuvrtsde Frldhic, ii. aiS. ’ In Ranke, iii. 259. 
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CHAP. XI.] CAMP OF CHLUM 

i8th June-aoth July 1745] 

Through rough wild country, the southern slope of the Giant 
Mountains, goes that slow pursuit, or the main stream of it, 
where Friedrich in person is ; intricate savage regions, cut by 
precipitous rocks and soaking quagmires, shaggy with woods ; 
watershied between the Upper Elbe and Middle Oder ; Glatz 
on our left, — with the rain of its mountains gathering to a 
Neisse River, eastward, which we know ; and on their west or 
hither side, to a Mietau, Adler, Aupa and other many- 
branched feeders of the Elbe. Most complex military 
ground, the manoeuvrings on it endless, — which must be left 
to the reader's fancy here. 

About the end of .lune, Karl and his Austrians find a 
place suitable to their objects ; Kbnigsgratz, a compact little 
Town, in the nook between the Elbe and Adler ; covered to 
west and to south by these two streams ; strong enough to 
east withal ; and sure and convenient to the southern roads 
and victual. Against which Fi'iedrich’s manoeuvres avail 
nothing ; so that he at last (20th July) crosses Elbe lliver ; 
takes, he likewise, an inexpugnable Camp on the opposite shore, 
at a Village called Chlum ; and lies there, making a mutual 
dead-lock of it, for six weeks or more. Of the prior Camps, 
with their abundance of strategic shufflings, wheelings, push- 
ings, all issuing in this of Chlum, we say nothing : none of 

them, except the immediately preceding one, called of 

Nahorzan, called also of Drewitz (for it was in parts a shift- 
ing entity, and flung the limbs of it about, strategically 
clutching at Konigsgriitz), — had any permanency : let us take 
Chlum (the longest, and essentially the last in those parts) 
as the general summary of them, and alone reinemberable 
by us.^ 

1 ‘ Camp of Gross-Parzitz ’ (across the Mietau, to dislodge Prince Karl from 
his shelter behind that stream), ‘June 14th’: ‘Camp of Nahorzan, June igth’ 
(and abstruse manoeuvrings, of a month, for Konigsgr'atz) : ‘20th July,’ cross 
Elbe for Chlum ; and lie, yourself also inexpugnable, there. See (Euvrcs dt 


l''rii'(lrit'l»'s |iiu'[itw‘>, tit (‘hitiin nr lufvioiiiii , tui- iint tmwutU 
fomiiii'f-l.t ill lltiluMiiiii, iHir nf fiiithfr, if !»>• chu liplp 

it:, Hill, ill (Ilf 1111 ‘iin 'iliili*. In- i'l fnliit;; mil llic r li.iln-niiiui 
vii'iimgi's ; no inviisinn of Silt-'.in ]iii..iliii* 110111 (liul i|U:iitfr 
soon ii^niin. 'riml, is ono hnu-lil : niul h«' liojn-, uhvuv, lij,, 
Ciiciiiii's, iiiiiU'i' .smnv of inilil.iiy |)irs>,uii- with ihf mio linml, 
luut odiT of llif olivf-hniuoli with tlir otlirr, will Ih- iiuhurtt 
to grunt him Priiro. Urilnnnir Miiir'«ly, nfli-r I'uulfnoy nml 
Iloln'iifrii'ilhorg, not to inciilion tlm (ir-t rinmniii of 11 
Jiu'dliili' Holirlliim, witli Fmm'o to inir of it, it gi ltiiig rngi-r 
to Inivii I'rii'ilrirh sotllril with, niui withilrnwn from thr gniiif 
again; Iho rallifr, ns Friislrirli, hnowini; liit imm, Ion lontiil 
latUirly to iirgo him on llu‘ Hiihjcft, I’l-uti- with <!i-oigo Ito- 
I’nvsoholilor, (loos not tliat nifim I’l-iuo with all tin- oihri > ;• 
Frii'ilrich knows llm liigh (,)in'rn't iinligoHtioo ; Imt In- litlh- 
gui'ssc.s, at Ihi.s I inn*, ilif lioiuoiir of limhl niul iln- Foli -h 
Majesty. lie has never yet sent the Ohi | 5 e ,.oier in niniii 
them; always only keejis him on the slip, at Magih-hnig ; still 
hoping aelnalilies may not he m-eileil. fie hop. 1 too, in spile 
of her indignation, the llnngarian Majesty, witli an J-ilerlion 
on hand, with the Nelherlands irt sneh a past, not to speak 
of Italy and the Middle Uliiiie, will lome to tnoderale views 
again. On whieh latter points, his vei-koning wat far fntin 
eorreet ! Within three months, Hrilanide Majettv and he did 
get to explicit Agreement (( 'miwi/ion p/‘ Ihintitrr, tdlilh 
Aiigii.st) : lint in regard to the Polith Majettv and the 
Hungarian there, proved to he no «ueh vetiili attainahle, and 
quite other nielhnds neeessary lliat ! 

'Of niililiny li-miKm-lhtaH in Diis t’nmji of CIiImio, nr la nil llif»o 
lioluaMiim-.SileHiua CinnjiH, for arnr four lomillis, tlicfo is iietliiaif, or ns 
gooil iiH nothing : {'lihim hut no oveiila ; t hhiai viml.niily K'nioh lUelf ; 
nail ox])()i'.tH, Hi) llio renlly ilerisivo to Jl, evi'iils Ihul oill fur 8»«y, 

Wo ftro to roiii'oivu this miliUry hosineM «» u tlcml hu k ; atien.I.-.l with 
husHar skiriiiiNliON ; nltaokH, ilefi'iteeH, of (ait|iimts, of jiriivisioa wagons 
from Moravia or .Sileala : — i*ri(i<lrii.-h Inix his fooil fnao .Silesia rhieliy, l>y 
several rontoH, “eoavoyH como once in the tivo tlayn." HU l.or^e 
provouiloi- lie forage#; witli 'roipatrheH wntehing him, ami roalmnal 



June- Aug. 1745] 

sculHings of fight: “foi' hay and glory,” writes one Prussian Officer, 
“ I assure you we fight well ! ” Endless enterprising, manoeuvring, 
counter-manoeuvring there at first was j and still is, if either party stir : 
but here, in their mutually fixed camps, tacit mutual observances 
establish themselves ; and amid the rigorous armed vigilances, there are 
traits of human neighbourship. As usual in such cases. The guard- 
parties do not fire on one another, within certain limits : a signal that 
there are dead to bury, or the like, is strictly respected. On one such 
occasion it was (June 30th, Camp-of-Nahoraan time) that Prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunswick, — Prince Ferdinand, with a young Brother Albert 
volunteering and learning his business here, who are both Prussian, — 
had a snatch of interview with a third much-loved Brother, Ludwig, who 
is in the Austrian service. A Prussian Officer, venturing beyond the 
limits, had been shot ; Ferdinand's message, “ Grant us burial of him 1 " 
found, by chance. Brother Ludwig in command of that Austrian outpost; 
who answers : "Surely; — and beg that I may embrace my Brothers!” 
And they rode out, those three, to the space intermediate ; talked there 
for half an hour, till the burial was done.' Fancy such an interview 
between the poor young fellows, the soul of honour each, and tied in 
that manner ! 

'Treuck of the Life-guard was not quite the soul of honour. It was 
in the Nahorzan time too that Treuck, who had, in spite of express 
order to the contrary, been writing to his Cousin the indigo Pandour, 
was put under arrest when found out. “ Wrote merely about horses : 
purchase of horses, so help me God!” pi-otests the blusterous Life- 
guardsman, loud as lungs will, — whether with truth in them, nobody 
can say. “ Arrest for breaking orders ! ” answers Friedrich, doubting or 
disbelieving the horses ; and loud Trenck is packed over the Hills to 
Glatz ; to Governor Fouquet, or Substitute ; — where, by not submitting 
and repenting, by resisting and rebelling, and ever again doing it, he 
makes out for himself, with Fouquet and his other Governors, what kind 
of life we know ! " Qardex Hroitement ce drole-ld,, il a voulu devenir Pan- 

dour aupres do son oncle (Keep a tight hold of this fine fellow ; he wanted 
to become Pandour beside his Uncle) ! ” writes Friedrich : — “ Uncle ” 
instead of " Cousin,” all one to Friedrich, This he writes with his own 
hand, on the margin : 28th June 1746 ; the inexorable Records fix that 
date.^ Which I should not mention, except for another inexorable date 
(80th Sejjtember), that is coming ; and the perceptible slight comfort 
there will be in fixing-down a loud-blustering, extensively fabulous 
blockhead, still fit for the Nurseries, to one undeniable premeditated lie. 


' Mauvillon, GeschUhte Ferdinands von Braunschweig- LUneburg^'u 1 18. 
• Rodenbeck, iii. z8i. Copy of the Warrant, once fenes me. 
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ftiul tar-mnrkiiiK him tlion'wilh, for lii'iic'fit nf iiiorw «nrimiw i t'mli>ra.’ A* 
slmll lio ilono, wiini tlui .'Kith of .''i>ptPiutu<r I'nmn ! 

Iloro iH Hlill HOmi'thiiiKi if H I'l' riitlu'r niilhinif, by ft i'tt'i‘i '■ 
Dnto mu'Pi l/iiii , {'iiiiiji iil'-t 'hhiin limi', |ll■^'tt)• fur on ; * ♦ ‘‘I’lii'ri' »ro 

contimml fonigiiigH, im Imlli niiU'it ; with juti tirs miitimlly iln-ihiitjc out to 
liindor the Humo. 'I'lie I'nikHiimx Jmvo n tlotui-lii’il punt nl ."'iiiii/U/; ; vvhirli 
In miieli liiirnnHOil liy lliiii({«rinii>i liirhiiiK' nlioot, niioolliiff oiir seiilry mnl 
tlio like. An inventive heml eoutrivcN thin ev|ieitii'nt, .Stulf a I’nu«irin 
uniform willi Htrmv ; fix it uj), liy iiiil of rope* «nii etu'i k strinKa, to 
iiUiul witli niUNkol ulioiiltiereil, mnl even to ^{liile tthoul to right mnl left, 
on jmiie.iouH pulling, .‘^'o it in done: titruw mmi in lotide ; net upon his 
ropcH, when tho 'rolputehen upprimeh ; mnl peoHively nauntera to ami fro, 
-"■liin living comrndiiH cronehing in the l>ii..hes neer hy. 'rolpatehea lire 
on tho walking wtrivw amitry ; atraw aeiitry liilli Hut ; 'i'lilputeheii null in, 
OHurioutj Iriuinplmnt ; uro ex|iloded in n ahiirp hlnal of nnuUetry from 
tho IiuhIioh dll round, every wounded iimn iimile jirisoner ; mnl eonie no 
more hne.k to tiuit piut,' Friedrieh himself reeonhi this little fuel : 
' alight pleiiHiintry to relieve the render'll iiiitid,' miys he, in imrrttliiig 
it.* — HiKiugh of llioHii hiimll nmllers, while no ninny hirge are wniting. ' 

.rune 2(IUi, a moiiUi bd'me (.'liiiiin, (leiieval Niumui 
had 1)0011 tioluolioil, vviUi nomo H or ](),()()(), niTo.M (MnU 
Country, into tI|)|)or Siltuin, to fiwef|i tlmt olenr nyrnin. 
Iliuitoharnioi, (luittiny; the hVontier 'rmviu, Inn. jniucti, nu-.in)f 
him to 1/5,000; anti Nansiui in givinj^ exiflleiil niTonnt of 
the nuiltituiiinmiH I’aiuionr iloy;mTieK theie ; mnl will relake 
Kosol, ami Imve U|)j)or Silotsia hVvo|il hoforn very hnijr.* On 
the other hand, the Idleeliou nialier [Ktiiw.ailil, a iniut 
important point) is ohvioii.sly in Ihrenteiiinj^, or evi-n in 
despei'iite state ! 'I'hiit famed Middle Ilhiiie Army has gom: 
to the -vvliat shall we say ? 

Juli/ WA- 1 !)/A, Middl^-lUihm ('ntinlry, 'The first Kleetion news that 
roachtw Friedrieh Is from llie Middle -Uliiiie Country, mnl of very had 
complexion, UendeiH retiiemlier Trnun, ami Ida llathyanis, and his 
IntonlioiiH upon Conti lliere. In thi» end of .May, old Twun, thinga 
being all it(ini|iletod In Itavarla, had got on timreh with Ida Ilnvarian 

' CEmirts, iii. 113, 

* Kosel, ‘Scpiember 51)1 'j I^xeellcnl, lucid and even cnlerlaioiog Awnmt 
of Nassau's Expedition, in the form of (a model, of in kiiei), m /-ttWingt, 
iv. 357-371-533, 
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i,rni)', Biiy -Iii.ihm), to Imii, iuui I'liuft* Cutili iltiwti in tho«a jmrU ; a furl 
I'n- iiiti'if^tinw li> llio rritii a 'rmim li<n««ni, Moiltynrrf, nt if for 
lio Ni'i'liitr N'lilli'y, " to 111! tliroiif^ii upon I’ilniOMi, iu 

liiMtt fioitllit'rn uiuloroiiiU'il pnrlimis of tlii> JUniu'?" (‘outi, niitl lila 
oX'ir, anil .Mtilillr llltiiio Army bIoimI itili^oiitly oi) tlieir ffunrtl ; ^ot 
lit'ir forci'n, ilrli'ini’a, HjijiurHtiini'B, tuirriotl ainitliwnnl, from Frankfurt 
uartor whwri' ttioy lay tut wati'li, Into lliott' Ni-rkar Which 

iM'ii to he 110110, 'rraou whulotl litpiilly to ri>;hlwnr(l, to iiorlh'tartl ; 
rosxi'il iho Moyn at Worlhotiii. vt hotly loiivliiK thii N'ookar niitl ilsContl; 
lavinn weighty hti»iiiftit ijmte in the other ilireetion, on the north 
iite of the Mayo, naioely ; on the Kinel}? llivor, whine Dulhyani (who 
IRK taken U‘Ahiemhorj|‘ii foinnminl helow Frankfort, nnil meaiiH Iti hcalir 
liniielfin Rtiother than the D Ahroinheiif faihinu) ia to nieol him on a 
et ihty. Tratin having thii», hy stratogio Hiietion, pnlleil the Miihllrt' 
thine Army iml of Ina anil Hailiyioii'a way, hopeR they two 'vill nmnage 
jonrtion 00 itie KituiK ; after iiiin tiim they will ho a lilUo Rlroiiger 
lian fonti, llotngli ileeiileilly weaker taken oiio hy one. 'IVatiii, in llto 
oug .lone ilaya. hail aoeh a inati li, lliroogli the S]ie»«RrL Foreit (Mayn 
liver to hio loll, with tmr olil tneinln liettingen, Atielmirinilnirg, far 
iiwn in liie plain), aa wna hanll)' ever known hefore : pallileRR wililer- 
ie«»eii, riirky nteeiii anil eliantiR , the awoltoriiiK >lnne ann Henillngulown 
lie np|ier riiowr iipou him in llie fortn of ininlily alnnh ; an that "the 
ofanlry hail to wailn Imoneh ileep in nmiiy of the hollow parta, anil 
lenrly all the cavalry lo»t ita tiorae «hoe»." A Rlrennona march; anil a 
fell aeheiiieil, For at the Kiiirig Itiver (t'liiiti wlill far olf in llie N'eekar 
imntry), Hathyani (iiiiH'ln.vily appeitreil, on the op|iii»ilo ahoro; anil 
Vami anil lie took camp ingether ; .filly '< 111 , at Ijiiigen f'l'lloiiil (few 
iiilea iiortli of flaimn, which we know); ami real lliero ; raicniating 
IniK’onti is now a inaimKeahle i)iiiinlity ; anil comforliility wail till the 
framl Iliike arrivea.' For thin iv, thenreticatly, Aia .Army ; tJranil Dukn 
'Van* lieing the ( 'imimaniler'a t loak, liiia aeaaon ; aa Karl wim la«l, a 
iglit lucky ('limk he, while Tiann lorkeil iiinlor him, not an lucky aliico! 
'illy Kith, Fran* arriveii ; ami Tfaint, umli’r Fran*, Inatantly went'Into 
'onti(nior again in thnao Frankfurt parU) ; clutcheil at <‘tiiiti, llrlareiia- 
ike, in a iniiltiforin alarming manner ; an that <‘miti )n«t heail ; took to 
Here retreating, rnahing ahmit, hnriiiiig hrlilgea ; anil In fine, July Jilth, 
lail flung liiniaelf tmilily acroaa the ithine (clouila nf '1 nlpatcliea alirking 
o him), am! left ohl 'riaini ami tiia (Jrainl-Dnke aiipremo loril In Ihoae 
inrts. Wilt) liiii nil/ invaiic Ivlaaaa, aa wan now expecteil ; lint lay at 
leiiiellierg, intemlnig to play parificaliy a aiirer cnril. All l’'n'ncli are 
lilt of 'IVoUflilaml again ; ami llie ganm given u|). In what a premalnre 
Jill ulmiaefnl laaiiner 1 think" IVinirich. 


‘ Ailrlung, IV. 431 ; v. 36. 


Nommally it was the Grand-lJuke that flung Oonti over tne Khinc; 
and delivered Teutschland from its plagues. After which fine feat, 
salvatory to the Cause of Liberty, and destructive to h’rcnch influence, 
what is to prevent his election to the Kaisership ? Friedrich complains 
aloud: “Conti has given it up; you drafted 16,000 from him (for 
imaginary uses in the Netherlands), — you have given it up, then ! Was 
that our bargain ? ” “ We have given it up,” answers D’Argenson the 

War-Minister, writing to Valori ; “but” — And supplies, instead of 
performance according to the laws of fact, eloquent logic ; very super- 
fluous to Friedrich and the said laws ! — Valori, and the French Minister 
at Dresden, had again been trying to stir-up the Polish Majesty to stand 
for Kaiser ; hut of course that enterprise, eager as the Polish Majesty 
might be for such a dignity, had now to collapse, and become totally 
helpless. A now offer of Friedrich’s to cooperate had been refused by 
Briihl, with a brevity, a decisiveness — “Thinks me finished (auM abois)" 
says Friedrich; “and not worth giving terms to, on surrendering!” 
The foolish little creature ; insolent in the wrong quarter ! ’ ^ 

The German Burden, then, — which surely was mutual, at 
loAvest, and lately was French altogether, — the French have 
throAvn it off'; the French have dropped their end of the 
hearing-poles (so to speak), and left Friedrich by himself, to 
stand or stagger, under the beweltered broken harness-gear 
and intolerable weight ! That is one’s payment for cutting 
the rope from their neck last year ! — Long since, while the 
present Campaign was being prepared for, under such financial 
pressures, Friedrich had bethought him, ‘ The French might 
at least give me money, if they can nothing else ? ’ — and he 
had one day penned a Letter with that object ; but had 
thrown it into his desk again, ‘ No ; not till the very last 
extremity, that 1 ’ Friedrich did at last despatch the un- 
pleasant missive: ‘Service done you in Elsass, let us say 
little of it ; but the repayment has been Kero hitherto : 
your Bavarian expenses (poor Kaiser gone, and Peace of 
Fiissen come!) are now ended: — A round sum, say of 
600,000Z., is becoming indispensable here, if we are to keep 
on our feet at all 1 ’ Herr Ranke, who has. seen the Most 
Christian Kings response (though in a capricious way), finds 
^ CEuvres de Fr^dhicy iii. 128. 
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‘ three or four successive redactions’ of the difficult passage ; 
all painfully meaning, ‘ Impossible, alas ! ’—painfully addhig’ 
‘We will try, however!’ And, after due cunctations, 
Friedrich waiting silent the while, — Louis, Most Christian 
■"^ho had failed in so many things towards Friedrich, 
does empower Valori To offer him a subsidy of 500,000 lines 
a month, till we see farther. Twenty thousand pounds a 
month ; he hopes this will suffice, being himself run terribly 
low. Friedrich’s feeling is to he guessed : Such a dole might 
answer to a Landgraf of Hessen-Darmsladt ; hut to me is not 
in the least suitable ’ ; — and flatly refuses it ; Jih-emeiit, savs 
Valori.^ 

Mon gros Valori, who could not himself help all this, poor 
soul, ‘falls now into complete disgrace’; waits daily upon 
Friedrich at the giving-out of the parole, ‘ but frequently his 
Majesty does not speak to me at all.’ Hardly looks at me, 
or only looks as if I had suddenly become Zero Incarnate. It 
is now in these days, I suppose, that Friedrich writes about 
the ‘ Scamander Battle ’ (of Fontenoy), and ‘ Capture of 
Pekin,’ by way of helping one to fight the Austrians accoi'd- 
ing to Treaty. And has a touch of bitter sarcasm in uttering 
his complaints against such treatment, — the heart of liim, I 
suppose, bitter enough. Most Chiistian King has felt this of 
the Scamander, Friedrich perceives ; Louis’s next letter testifies 
pique ; — and of course we are farther from help, on that side, 
than ever. ‘ From the Steinde of the Kur-Mark ’ (Branden- 
burg) ‘ Friedrich was offered a considerable subsidy instead ; 
and joyfully accepted the same, “as a loan”;’ — paid it 
punctually back, too ; and never, all his days, forgot it of 
those Standc.^ 

Camp erf' Dieskau : Britannic Majesty makes Peace, fur himself, 
with Friedrich ; but cannot for Austria or Saxony 

About the middle of August, there are certain Saxon 



pluMunufiiii which (iwiikcu tlivml c\|!cct;vl imi in the \wiilii. 
Friedrich, wiilcliiiu', Arj^us like, uc.-u' mid fm-. iit hi-. Cldiim 
ohscrcnlorv, Ini'! nolici'd thid I’rincc Km'l i-. ip-tliii!; ii'inl'mccd 
in K(ini;^.'.;^i';il/. ; hdcly, 7,U()ll imuc cumiiuj ; mul 

contruriwisc lliiil the Saxims seem io he stnigr'ling nil' tVom 
him; chhiiig uwiiy, cmiiH iifler cni'ii-., (mviu'd-. Suxtmy, cmi 
it he? 'riiere mv whi‘'|iers of ' Ihtvnrimi mixihmies’ heiiiff 
hired for llumi, liio. Ami little llriihr.H lute iii.,nlemc ; 
Bnihl’n eviilciit hclicf that 'we are tiui-.hcd {uii.v it/mu)'? 
rulLiiifj; tdl this tojj;elher, Friedrich judges, with im iiidigiiu- 
tion very nalurid, tlml there is again Muiie in dditms Saxon 
niischiel', most likely an utlaek tm Hramleidmrg, in the wind. 
Friedrich orders the Old Dessaner. • March into them, delay 
no longer!' and puhlishcH a claiigormisly indignant Manifesto 
(evidently his own writing, and coming from the Itearl ) ; * 

‘ IIow they have, hound hy their Aiedriiin 'riealy, 

wantonly invaded onr Silesia ; have, since and before, in 
spite of our forhcarance, done so many things ; and, in fuel, 
have (Inally e.xhanstisl our patience; and an- forcing us to 
seek redress and safety by the natural methods,' which they 
will see how they like 1 • 

Old r.eopold advances straightway, as bidden, diiecl for the 
Saxon frontier. 'I’o whom h'riedrich shoots olV delai'bmenis, 
- -Frinee Dietrich, with so many thousands, to leinforce I’.ijia ; 
tlicn General Ge.ssler with so many, till I’npa is dl),!)!)!) 
odd; and could eat Saxony at a mouthful; nothing what 
ever being yet ready there on Uruhl’s jtarl, though he has sneh 
immense things in the wind! -Nevertheless Friedrich again 
paused; did not yet strike. 'I’lu; Sa.xon ((ueslion has Uu’isimi 
bugbears, no end of complicalious. His liritannic Majesty, 
now at Hanover, and his prudent Harrington with him, are 
in the act of labouring, with all earnestness, for a general 
Agreement with Friedrich. Without farther bilterm-ss, em 
broilment and bloodshed ; how much preferable for Fiiedrieh ! 
Old Dessauer, therefore, pauses; ‘t'amii of Dicskmi,* winch 
' In AdcluiiK, V, 64-71 (no .late ; ‘mitldl.- . ( Anj-no,' oty itir 


ad Au^. 1745) 

we liavc often heard of, close on the Saxon Border ; stands 
there, looking over, as with sword drawn, 30,000 good .swords, 
— but no .stroke, not for almost three months more. In 
three month.s, wretclied Briihl had not repented ; but, on the 
contrary, had eonipletod his preparations, and gone to work ; 
— and the strolce did fall, as will be seen. That is Brlihl’s 
po.sturo in the matter.^ 

To Britannic George, for a good while past, it has been 
manife.st tliat the Pragmatic Sanction, in its original form, is 
an extinct object; that rccon(]uest of Silesia, and suchlike, is 
melancholy moonshine; and that, in fact, towards fighting 
the French with edect, it is highly necessary to make peace 
with Friedrich of Prussia again. This once more is George’s 
and his Harrington’.s fixed view. Friedrich’s own wishes are 
loiown, or irscd to be, ever since the late Kaiser’s death, — 
though latterly he has fallen silent, and even avoids the topic 
when ollerud (knowing his man) ! Harrington has to apply 
formally to Friedrich’s Minister at Hanover. ‘ Very well, if 
they are in earnest this time,’ so Friedrich instructs his 
Minister : ‘ My terms are known to you ; no change admis- 
sible in the terms ; — do not speak with me on it farther ; and, 
observe, witliin four weeks, the thing finifshed, or else broken- 
oil' ! ’ ® And in this sense they are labouring incessantly, 
with Au, stria, with Saxony, — without the least success ; — and 
Mxcellency llobinson has again a panting uncomfortable time. 
Here is a scene llobinson transacts at Vienna, which gives us 
a curious face-to-face glimpse of her Hungarian Majesty, 
while Friedrich is in his Camp at Chlum. 

Srhiinbrunn., 9.d Aitg'ud 1T46, Robinson has Atulience of her 
Hungarian Majesty 

B-otinson, in n coi)iouB Honorous spcccli (rather apt to be copious, and 
to fall into the Parliamentary canto-fermo), sets fortli how extremely ill 
wo Allies are faring on tiie French hand ; nothing done upon Silesia 
either ; a liopoioss matter that, — is it not, your Majest y? And your 

5 Ibid. iii. 277. 281. 


* Ranke, iii. 231, 314. 


iMiijcHty B foroPH all tlipro, m iiipra tlpad-Kicic ; mm hp m hiipit iippd 
of ilioni ! “ 1*01100 with I'nmHiii Ik imlispi'mialilp." 'I’o whioli lioo 
liBtouod, ill HUtucHiiuo Hiloiioo inoHtly ; ‘ iiovi>r navo lior no i-PHorvptl lioforo, 
my Lord.' * * 

h’olihmu * “Madam, tho niitoli will lio oldim'd to acoopt 
Neutrality" (mid plump-down again, nflor toioli lioiHling) ! 

Qtimi. 'Woll, and if they did, limy? “ It would he oaBier to aooom- 
modato with hrmioo ilBolf, and ho liniHli the wlmlo mallor, than with 
I'liiHsia." My Army ooiild not get to (he NelherlmidH tliin hpiihoii. No 
(Ipiienil of miiio would undertake roiiduoliiig it at thin day of tho year. 
Peiico with I’rtiHHia, what good c.ould it do at proBenl?' 

Itolihimt. “ Miigland lina already fouml, for (uilmidiPM, thlH year, 
l,'I 7 t!, 7 dt'!/. (.'aiiiiot go on at that rate. I’eiiee w ith I’niMNin In ono of the 
retiiriiH the I'higliHh Nation e.xiieelK for all it Iioh done," 

Q,uccn. ' 1 mimt have Silewa again ; without .Sileidn the KaiMerhood 
wore an empty title. “Or would you have uh mlmliiihter it under tlio 
giiardiancy of PriiHHia? ” * ♦ 

Roliinmu 'In llohemia ilNolf thingH don't look widl ; nothliig done 
on Fi'iodrioh ; your .Siukoiih Keem to ho i|uurrelliiig with you, mid going 
home.' 

Qiimii, 'I’ritieo Karl ia hiniNelf eapaldo of lighting tho I’ruKiiimiti 
again. Till that, do not apeak to me of I’eaeo ! (Irani me only till 
( )e. toiler 1 ’ 

Robinson, 'I’i'iihhIii will help the (irand Duke to Kaiheihliip.' 

Qnmt. 'The (irand-lhiko in not ao ainhitloiia of an empty honour aa 
to engage in it under the lulelago of I’ruHMia, ('oimider failher; the 
Imperial dignity, ia it eompatildo with the fatal deprivation of Sileala? 
“Olio oLlior liattlo, I aay ! Oood («od, give me only till the month ot 
Oclobor ! " 

Robinson, 'A liattlo. Madam, if won, won't reeon(|uer .Silenia ; if loat, 
your MajcHty ia ruined at liome.' 

Quscri, Duss^-jo ciniflnro avni lid tr Irwlnnidn, jo ltd lli'torids btUniUo 
CO soir (Had I to agreo willi him tomorrow, I would try him in a hattle 
tliia ovoning) 1 " ' 

Her Miijcsty is ntit to bo hinderfd ; diuif to llohitiNtni, to 
her Britiiiinic George, wlio jHiyH tlu; imniey. ' Gniel nmii, ia 
that what you onll l(C(.‘])ing the I’nignmtie .Sniictioii ; di.Biiiem" 
hcriiig me of rroviiiee after I’rovittee, now in Gi'nimiiy, then 
in Italy, on pretext of necesaity ? Iltut not Mngliutd money, 

' Robinson’* Dc.si)iUcli, 4lh Auku-.I 1745. Kankr, iii. atty ; Itaumci, pp. 
161, 162, 



a6th Aug. 1745I 

then ? Does not England love the Cause of Liberty ? Give 
me till October ! ’ Her Majesty did take till October, and 
later, as ive shall see ; poor George not able to hinder, by 
power of the purse or otherwise: who can hinder high 
females, or low, when they get into their humoui-s ? Much 
of this Austrian obstinacy, think impartial persons, was of 
female nature. We shall see what profit her Majesty made 
by taking till October. 

As for George, the time being run, and her Majesty and 
Saxony unpersuadable, he determined to accept Friedrich’s 
terms himself, in hope of gradually bringing the others to do 
it. August 26 th, at Hanover, there is signed a Convention 
of Hanover between Friedrich and him : ‘ Peace on the old 
Breslau-Bcrlin terms, — precisely the same terms, but Britannic 
Majesty to have them guaranteed by All the Powers, on the 
General Peace coming, — so that there be no snake-procedure 
henceforth.’ Silesia Friedrich’s without fail, dear Hanover 
unmolested even by a thought of Friedrich’s ; — and her 
Hungarian Majesty to be invited, nay, urged by every feasible 
method, to accede.' Which done, Britannic Majesty, — for 
there has hung itself out, in the Scotch Highlands, the other 
day (‘ Glenflnlas, August 12th’), a certain Standard ‘ Tandem 
Triumphans^ and unpleasant things are imminent ! — hun’ies 
home at his best pace, and has his hands full there, for some 
time. On Austria, on Saxony, he could not prevail : ‘ By no 
manner of means ! ’ aiiswered they ; and went their own road, 
— ^jingling his Britannic subsidies in their pocket ; regardless 
of the once Supreme Jove, who is sunk now to a very different 
figure on the German boards. 

Friedrich’s outlook is very bad : such a War to go on, and 
not even finance to do it with, tiis intimates, his Rothen- 
burg one time, have ‘found him sunk in gloomy thought.’ 
But he wears a bright face usually. No wavering or doubting 
* Adelung, v. 75; is ‘in Rousset, xix. 441’; in etc. etc. 


in him, hia mind nuulc-n|) ; u-liich ia n. gmil hcIi) Unit. wny. 
Friwlricli iiulicatp.s, nud Ims imlifiiU-d (•vory'vhiT(>, for many 
months, that IVace, precisoly on Um olil footiiif!;, i.s all Ive 
wants; ‘Tim ICaisor Iming (load, whom I took-np ann.s to 
defend, what faiilmr object is Ihcn-i” says he. ‘ Ueiunmce 
Sile.sia, more hoimsLly than best time ; enga;j;c to have it 
guaranteed hy everyhody at tin: (Jeneral t'eaee (or perhaps 
Hohenfriedherg will help to guarantee it), and I ntareli 
honiel’ My money is running down, privately Ihink.s he; 
guarantee Sile.sia, and I shall he glad to go, If not, 1 must, 
raise money aomoliow ; melt the hig silver halii.strades at 
Berlin, borrow from the Slumlr, or do .something; and, in 
fact, must stand here, unle.ss Silesia is guaranteed, and 
struggle till I die. 

That latter withal is still ])rivately Friedrich's thought. 
Under his light air, he carries unspoken that grimly clear 
determination, at all times, now and heneel'orih ; and it is an 
^innnenHe help to the guidance of him. An indispensable, 
indeed. No king or man, attempting anything emisiderahle 
in this world, need expect to achieve it except, tacitly, on 
those .same terms, ‘I will achieve it or die!' h’or the world, 
in spite of rumoui's to the contrary, is always much of a 
bedlam to the sanity (so far as he may have any) of every 
individual man. A strict place, moreover; it.s very hedlani" 
isms flowing hy law, as do alike the sudden mud deluges, and 
the steady Atlantic tide.s, and all things whatsoever : a world 
inexorable, truly, as gravitation il.self ; and it will ladtove von 
to front it in a similar humour, as the tacit liasis for whatever 
wise ])lans you lay. In Friedrich, from tin; first entrance 
jof him on the stage of things, we have iiad to recognise 
this prime (piality, in a fine tacit form, to a complete degree ; 
and till his last exit, we shall never find it wanting. Tacit 
enough, unconscious almost, not given to articulate itself at 
all; — and if there be less of jiiety than we could wish in the 
silence of it, there is at least no play-actor mendacity, or cant 
of devoutness, to poison the high worth of it. No braver 



,11c /Igiiru fltnndfi on tlic Knrth at that epoch. Heady, at 
due sen-sou, wilh his miiul .silently mtulu-U]) ; ■•able to 
iwwer di|ilciiiiatie Rohiiison.s, Dacteiistcina and (he very 
L'stiiiie.s when Ihey ap|ily. If you will withdraw your 
ivkisii luiliun.s, will fjuarantee Sile.sia, will j^ivc him hack his 
t,l 'I’lealY of llei'lin in an in'eriagahle shape, he will inureh 
>ine ; if nut, he will never nuueh homo, but be carried 
.ither deuil rulher. That ia his intention, if the gods 
>vmil. 

rutiul-Dulr Fniiist w fltrlal A'ai.w (IHth September IT*!'.*)); 
P'rinhlvh, ihe Srtison itiid /•'urd^t' hrin^ doiift mtdicx Jhr 
Slks'm 

'I'here oeenrred at Frankfurt, the clear majority, seven 
the nine Fleetoi's, llavaria itself (nay, Bohemia this time, 
listall” or nut), and alt the othei'a but Friedrieh and Kur- 
fulz, being so di.spose<l or so disposable, 'IVaun being nutster 
I 111' ground, no diHlenlty almnt electing ( Jranil- Duke 
rnuz Stephan of 'ruseany, Joint-King of Bohemia, to be 
ni.ser of the Holy Hoiidsh Beieli. Friedrich's envoy pro- 
•Mled ; ns dill Knr ITalz’s, with still more vebemeiiei', anil 
ten withdrew to Ilanau ; the other Seven voted September 
Hth, 174f) : ami it was done. A new Kaiser, Franz 
tephan, or Franz i., with our bles,sing on him, if that can 
vail much. But I fear it cannot. H|)on micb mendaciouH 
Hnpty-t’aHe of Kaiserhood, without even money to feed itself, 
t)t to speak of governing, of ilereiuting and coercing ; u))on 
ueh entities the blessings of man avail little ; the gods, 
living warned them to go, do not him tlieiii for slaying!- 
lowever, tar liarrels burn, the fomitaina play (wine in Home, 
f them, I ho()e) ; Franz is to he crowned in a fortnight 
ittnee, wilh extraordinary nmgnilicenee. At IIuh hwi part of 
L Maria 'riieresa will, in her own high per.-on, attend ; and 
iroeeeds aeeonlingly towards l'*rmikfiirt, in the end of Sup- 
^iinher (say the old Books), so soon as the Flection is over, 


Hungarian Maji'.stv’.s hearing wius not pujuilnr there, iieeonl 
ing to Friedrich, who always' admires her afli'c a sort, and 
alwa^'s sjieaks of lier like a king and geiilleman: hut. the 
High Lady, it is intimated, felt somewhat too well that she 
was high. Not .sorry to have it known, umler the due veils, 
that her K'ai.ser-IItishand i.s hut of a minielie nature; that it 
is she who ha.s the, real power; anti that imieed .she is in 
a victorious posture at preseid. Very high in her ciuriage 
toward.s the Prinee.s of the lleieli, and their privileges; 
]K)or Kur-Pfal/.’s nolarv, or herald, coming to protest (I 
think, it was the .second time) idaml something, she vpiile 
di.sregarded hi.s tuhar<l.s, pa,slehoards, or wlialever they weic, 
and clapt him in pri.son. 'I’he thing wa.s eommi'ided upon; 
hut Kur-l'falz got no redress. Need we repeat, la/y reader, 
having so often met him, and forgolleii him again, this is 
a now younger Kur- I’fal/. : Karl 'I'hi'odor, this one; not 
Friedricli VVillielm'.s old Friend, Imt his Sviece.sor, of the 
Sulzhach line ; of whom, after thirty years or so, we may 
again hear. He, can complaiti alamt his violali-d lulmnl ; 
will get hi.s notary out of jail again, 1ml no rnlre .s, 

Highi.sh even towards her friends, this ‘ Fmpii',-, l,)tieen ' 
{JCukcrin-Kiiniffiii, such her new title), and has a kiml of 
‘ Thaiik-you-for-Notliing ’ air towanls them. J’l iis.ian .Ma. 
jesty, slie Kaicl, had untiue.slioiiahle talents; Imt, oh, what 
a character! Too much levity, .slie miid, hy far; In-terodoK 
too, in tlie extreme ; a Irnwr Mmm ; ami what a neigldmiir 
luui he been! As to Silesia, she was heard ttj sav, she would 
as soon part with her petticoat a.s ])iirt with it.' So that 
there is not the least prospect of peace hen' ' None,' iinswi-r 
Friedrieirs emis.sarie,s, whom he lm<l empowered to hint the 
thing. Which is heavy news to Friedrieli. 

Early in August, not long al'ler that Atidiems' of Uoldii' 
son's, her Majesty, after repealed written messagi-, to i’linee 
Karl, urging him to go into light again or altemjil some 
thing, had sent two high n)es.sengeri ; IVinee Isfhkowil/, 

' (limrts tU Mdiric, til. ufi, taS. 


I3th Sept. 1745J 

Duke d’Alu'emberg, high dignitaries from Court, have come 
to Konigsgriitz with the latest urgencies, the newest ideas ; 
and would fain help Prince Karl to attempt something. 
Daily they used to come-out upon a little height, in view of 
Friedrich’s tent, and gaze-in upon him, and round all Nature, 

‘ with big tubes,’ he says, ‘ as if they had been astronomers ’ ; 
but never attempted anything. We remember D’Ahremberg, 
and what part he has played, from the Dettingen times and 
onward. ‘ A debauched old fellow,’ says Friedrich ; ‘ gone 
all to hebetude by his labours in that line ; agi-ees always 
with the last speaker.’ Prince Karl seems to have little 
stomach hiiriself ; and does not see his way into (or across) 
another Battle. Loblcowitz, again, is always saying : ‘ Try 
something ! We are now stronger than they, by their de- 
tachings, by our reinforcings’ (indeed, about twice their 
number, regular and irregular), though most of the Saxons 
are gone home. After much gazing through their tubes, the 
Austrians (August 23d) do make a small shift of place, 
insignificant otherwise ; the Prussians, next day, do the like, 
in consequence ; quit Chlum, burning their huts ; post them- 
selves a little farther up the Elbe, — their left at a place 
called Jaromirz, embouchure of the Aupa into Elbe,' — and 
are again unattackable. 

The worst fact is the multitude of Pandom’s, more and 
more infesting our provision-roads ; and that horse-forage 
itself is, at last, running low. Detachments lie all duly 
round to right and left, to secure our communications with 
Silesia, especially to left, out of Glatz, where lams one of the 
chief roads we have. But the service is becoming daily more 
difficult. For example : 

‘ Neustadt, 8/A September. In that left-hand quarter, coming--out of 
Glatz at a little Bohemian Town called Neustadt, the Prussian Com- 
mander, Tauenzien hy name, was repeatedly assaulted ; and from 
September Oth, had to stand actual siege, gallantly repulsing a full 
10,000 with their big artillery, though his walls were all breached, for 
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gone into all countries ; the man having been appointed a “ Secretary 
to the very Destinies^ in some sort; that is to say, a Writer of 
Books which have turned-out to have ti'uth in them ! Tauenzien, a 
grimmish aquiline kind of man, of no superfluous words, has dis- 
tinguished himself for the present by defending Neustadt, which the 
Austrians fully counted to get hold of.’ 

Let us give another little scene ; preparatory to quitting 
this Country, as it is evident the King and we will soon have 
to do ; Country being quite eaten-out, Pandours getting ever 
rifer, and the Season done ; 

Jaromirx, ‘ early in September' 17^6. ‘Jaromirz is a .ttle Bohemian 
Town on the Aupa, or between the Aupa and Metnu branches of the 
Upper Elbe; four or five miles north of Semonitz, where Friedrich’s 
quarter now is. Valori, so seldom spoken to, is lodged in a suburb 
there: "Had not you better go into the town itself?” his Majesty did 
once say; but Valori, dreading nothing, lodged on, — "Landlord a 
Burgher whom I thought respectable.” Respectable, yes, ho ; but liis 
son had been dealing with Franquini the Paudour, and had sold Valori, 
— night appointed, measures all taken ; a miracle if Valori escape. 
Franquini, chief of 30,000 Pandours, has come in person to superintend 
this important capture ; and lies hidden, with a strong party, in the 
woods to rearward. Prussians about 200, scattered in posts, occupy the 
hedges in front, for guard of the ovens ; to rear, Jaromirz being wholly 
ours, there is no suspicion. 

‘ In the dead of the night, Franquini emerges from the woods ; sends 
forward a party of sixty, under the young Judas ; who, by methods 
suitable, gets them stealthily conducted into Papa’s Barn, which looks 
across a courtyard into Valori’s very windows. From the Barn it is 
easy, on paws of velvet, to get into the House, if you have a Judas 
to open it. Which you have : — bolts all drawn for you, and even 
beams ready for barricading if you be meddled with. " Up stairs is his 
Excellency asleep ; Excellency’s room is — to right, do you remember ; 
or to left” — "Pshaw, we shall find it!" 'The Pandours mount; find a 
bedroom, break it open, — some fifteen or sixteen of them, and one who 
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knows a little French come crowding forward ; to the horror and 
terror of the poor inhabitant. “ Que mulex-mus done?" “His Excel- 
lency Valori ! ” “ W ell, no violence ; I am your prisoner : let me 

dress !” answers the supposed Excellency,— and contrives to secrete 
portfolios, and tear or make away with papers. And is marched-off, 
under a select guard, who leave the rest to do the pillage. And was not 
Valori at all ; was Valori’s Secretary, one D’Arget, who had called 
himself Valori on this dangerous occasion ! Valori sat quaking behind 
his partition ; not till the Pandours began plundering the stables did the 
Prussian sentry catch sound of them, and plunge-in.’ 

Friedrich had his amusement out of this adventure ; liked 
D’Arget, the clever Secretary ; got D’Arget to himself before 
long, as will be seen ; — and, in quieter times, dashed-off a 
considerable Explosion of Rhyme, called Le Palladion (Valori 
as Prussia’s ‘ Palladium,’ with Devils attempting to steal him, 
and the like), which was once thought an exquisite Burlesque, 
— Kings coveting a sight of it, in vain, — but is now weari- 
some enough to every reader.^ — Let us attend his Majesty's 
exit from Bohemia. 


CHAPTER XII 
BATTLE OF SOUR 

The famed beautiful Elbe River rises in romantic chasms, 
terrible to the picturesque beholder, at the roots of the 
Riesengebirge ; overlooked by the Hohe-Kamms, and highest 
summits of that chain, ‘ Out of eleven wells,’ says gentle 
Dulness, ‘ Eil/‘ or Elf Quellen, whence its name, Elbe for 
Elf,' Sure enough, it starts-out of various wells ; ^ rushes-out 

’ Valori, i. 242 ; (Etivns de Fridiric, iii. 130 : for the Fact. Exquisite 
Burlesque, Palladion itself, is in CEnvres, xi. 192-271 (see ibid. 139) : a bad 
copy of that very bad Original, _/««««« d'Arc, — the only thing now good in it, 
Friedrich’s polite yet positive refusal to gratify King Louis and his Pompadour 
with a sight of it (see ibid. Preface, x. -xiv., Friedrich’s Letter to Louis ; date of 
request and of refusal, March 1750). 

® Description, in Zdllner, Briefe ilber Schlesien, ii. 305 ; in etc. etc. 
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like a great peacock’s or pasha’s tail, from the roots of the 
Giant Mountains thereabouts ; and hurries southward, — or 
even rather eastvrard, at first ; for (except the Iser to west- 
ward, which does not fall-in for a great while) its chief 
branches come from the eastern side : Aupa, Metau, Adler, 
the drainings of Glatz, and of that rugged Country where 
Friedrich has been camping and manoeuvring all summer. 
On the whole, its course is southward for the first seventy or 
eighty miles, washing Jaromirz, Konigshof, Kdnigsgratz, down 
to Pardubitz ; at Pardubitz it turns abruptly westward, and 
holds on so, bending even northward, by hill and plain, 
through the rest of its five or six hundred miles. 

Its first considerable branch, on that eastern or left bank, 
is the Aupa, which rises in the Pass of Schatzlar (great 
struggling there, for convoys, just now) ; goes next by Trau- 
tenau, which has lately been burnt; and joins the Elbe at 
Jaromirz, where Valori was stolen, or nearly so, from under 
the Prussian left wing. The Aupa runs nearly straight south ; 
the Elbe, till meeting it, has run rather south-east ; but after 
joining they go south together, augmented by the Metau, by 
the Adler, down to Pardubitz, where the final turn to west 
occurs. Jaromirz, which lies in the very angle of Elbe and 
Aupa, is the left wing of Friedi-ich’s Camp ; main body of the 
Camp lies on the other side of the Elbe, but of course has 
bridges (as at Smirzitz, where that straw sentry did his 
pranks lately); bridges are indispensable, part of our pro- 
vision coming always by that Bohemiaji Neustadt, from the 
north-east quarter out of Silesia ; though the main course of 
our meal (and much fighting for it) is direct from the north, 
by the Pass of Schatzlar, — ‘ Chaslard,’ as poor Valori calls it. 

Thus Friedrich lay, when Valori escaped being stolen : 
when Tauenzien was assailed by the 10,000 Pandours with 
siege artillery, and stood inexpugnable in the breach till 
Friedrich relieved him. Those Pandours ‘had cut-away his 
water, for the last two days ’ ; so that, except for speedy 
relief, all valour had been in vain. Water being gone, not 
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recoverable without difficulties, Neustadt was abandoned (Sep- 
tember 16th, as I guess) ; — one of our main Silesian roads 
for meal has ceased. We have now only Schatzlar to depend 
on ; where Franquini, — lying westward among the glens of 
the Upper Elbe, and possessed of abundant talent in the 
Tolpatch way (witness Valori’s narrow miss lately), — gives us 
trouble enough. Friedrich determines to move towards 
Schatzlar. Homewards, in fact ; eating the Country well as 
he goes. 

Saturday 18th September, Friedi'ich crosses the Elbe at 
Jaromirz. Entii’ely unopposed ; the Austrians were all busy 
firing Jeu-de-joie for the Election of their Grand-Duke : 
Election done five days ago at Frankfurt, and the news just 
come. So they crackle about, and deliver rolling fire, at a 
great rate ; proud to be ‘ Imperial Army ’ henceforth, as if 
that could do much for them. There was also vast dining, 
for three days, among the high heads, and a great deal of 
wine spent. That probably would have been the chance to 
undertake something upon them, better than crossing the 
Elbe, says Friedrich looking back. But he did not think of 
it in time ; took second-best in place of best. 

He is now, therefore, over into that Triangular piece of 
Country between Elbe and Aupa (if readers will consult their 
Map) ; * in that triangle, his subsequent notable operations 
all lie. He here purposes to move northward, by degrees, — 
through Trautenau, Schatzlar, and home ; well eating this 
bit of Country too, the last uneaten bit, as he goes. This 
well eaten, there will be no harbour anywhere for Invasion, 
through the Winter coming. One of my old Notes says of 
it, in the topographic point of view : 

' It is a triangular patch of Country, which has lain asleep since the 
Creation df tlie World ; traversed only by Boii (Boi-heim-ers, Bohemians), 
Czechs and other such populations, in Human History ; but which Fried- 
rich has been fated to make rather notable to the Moderns henceforth. 
Let me recommend it to the picturesque tourist, especially to the military 
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scene of a distinguished passage of arms, with notable display of human 
dexterity and swift presence of mind. For the rest, one of the wildest, 
and perhaps (except to the picturesque tourist) most unpleasant regions 
in the world, WUd stony upland ; topmost Upland, we may say, of 
Europe in general, or portion of such Upland ; for the rain-storms here- 
abouts run sever.al roads, — into the German Ocean and Atlantic by the 
Elbe, into the Baltic by the Oder, into the Black Sea by the Donau ; — 
and it is the waste Outfield whither you rise, by long wecks-journeys, 
from many sides. 

' Much of it, towards the angle of Elbe and Aupa, is occupied by a 
huge waste Wood, called " Kingdom Forest” (Jliinigreich Sylva or Wald, 
peculium of Old Czech Majesties, I fancy) ; may be sixty square miles in 
area, the longer side of which lies along the Elbe. A Country of rocky 
defiles; lowish hills chaotically shoved together, not wanting their 
brooks and quagmires, strait labyrinthic passages ; shaggy with wild 
wood. Some poor Hamlets here and there, probably the sleepiest in 
Nature, are scattered about ; there may be patches ploughable for rye ’ 
(modern Tourist says snappishly. There are many such ; whole region 
now drained ; reminded me of Yorkshii'e Highlands, with the Western 
Sun gilding it, that fine afternoon !) — ‘ plough.able for rye, buckwheat ; 
boggy grass to be gathered in summer ; charcoaling to do ; pigs at least 
are presumable, among these straggling outposts of humanity in their 
obscure Hamlets ; poor ploughing, moiling creatures, they little thought 
of becoming notable so soon 1 None of the Books (all intent on mere 
soldiering) take the least notice of them ; not at the pains to spell their 
Hamlets right : no more notice than if they also had been stocks and 
moss-grown stones. Nevertheless, there they did evidently live, for 
thousands of years past, in a dim manner ; — and are much teri ified to 
have become the seat of war, all on a sudden. Their poor Hamlets, 
Sohr, Staudentz, Prausnitz, Burgersdorf and others still send up a faint 
■ smoke ; and have in them, languidly, the live-coal of mysterious human 
existence, in those woods, — to judge by the last maps that have come 
out. A thing worth considering by the passing tourist, military or 
other. ’ 

It is in this Kingdom Forest (which he calls Royaime de 
Silva, instead of Sylva de Royauvie') that Friedrich now 
marches ; keeping the body of the Forest well on his left, 
and skirting the southern and eastern sides of it. Rough 
marching for his Majesty ; painfully infested by Nadastian 
Tolpatches ; who run-out on him from ambushes, and need 
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to be scourged ; one ambush in particular, at a place called 

Liebenthal (second day’s march, and near the end of it), 

where our Prussian Hussars, winding like fiery dragons on the 
dangerous precipices, gave them better than they brought, 
and completely quenched their appetite for that day. After 
Liebenthal, the march soon ends ; three miles farther on, at 
the dim wold-hamlet of Staudentz : here a camp is jntched ; 
here, till the Country is well eaten-out, or till something else 
occur, we propose to tarry for a time. 

Horse-forage abounds here ; but there is no getting of it 
without disturbance from those dogs ; you must fight for 
every truss of grass : if a meal- train is coming, as there does 
every five days, you have to detach 8,000 foot and 3,000 
horse to help it safe in. A fretting fatiguing time for 
regular troops. Our bakery is at Trautenau, — where Valori 
is now lodging. The Tolpatchery, unable to take Trautenau, 
set fire to it, though it is their own town, their own Queen's 
town ; thatchy Trautenau, wooden too in the upper stories of 
it, takes greedily to the fire ; goes all aloft in flame, and then 
lies black. A scandalous transaction, thinks Friedrich. The 
Prussian corn lay nearly all in cellars ; little got, even of the 
Prussians, by such an atrocity : and yom* own poor fellow- 
subjects, where are they ? Valori was burnt-out here ; again 
exploded from his quarters, poor man ; — seems to have 
thought it a mere fii’e in his own lodging, and that he was 
an unfortunate diplomatist. Happily he got notice {privatis- 
sime, for no officer dare whisper in such cases) that there is 
an armed party setting-out for Silesia, to guard meal that is 
coming ; Valori yokes himself to this armed party, and gets 
safe over the Hills with it, — then swift, by extra post, to 
Breslau and to civilised (partially civilised) accommodation, 
for a little rest after these bustlings and tossings. 

Friedrich had lain at Staudentz, in this manner, bickering 
coirtinually for his forage, and eating the Country, for about 
ten days : and now, as the latter process is well on, and the 


season drawing to a close, he determines on a shift north- 
ward. Thursday 30th September next, let there be one 
other grand forage, the final one in this eaten tract, then 
northward to fresh grounds. That, it appears, was the 
design. But, on Wednesday, there came-in an Austrian 
deserter ; who informs us that Prince Karl is not now in 
Konigsgriitz, but in motion up the Elbe ; already some fifty 
miles up ; past Jaromirz ; his rear at Konigshof, his van at 
Arnau, — on a level with burnt Trautenau, and farther north 
than we ourselves are. This is important news. ‘ Intending 
to block us out from Schatzlar ? Hmh ! ’ Single scouts, or 
small parties, cannot live in this Kingdom Wood, swarming 
with Pandours : Friedrich sends out a Colonel Katzler, with 
500 light horse, to investigate a little. Katzler pushes for- 
ward, on such lane or forest road-track as there is, towards 
Konigshof ; beats back small hussar parties ; — comes, in about 
an hour’s space, not upon hussars merely, but upon dense 
masses of heavy horse winding through the forest lanes ; and, 
with that imperfect intelligence, is obliged to return. The 
deserter spake truth, apparently; and that is all we can 
know. Forage scheme is given up ; the order is, ‘ Baggage 
packed, and march tomorrow morning at ten.’ Long before 
ten, there had great things befallen on the morrow ! — Try to 
understand this Note a little : 

‘ The Camp of Staudentz, — which two persons (the King, and General 
StiUe, a more careful reporter, who also was an eyewitness) have done 
their best to describe, — will, after all efforts, and jin Ordnance Map to 
help, remain cousiderably unintelligible to the reader ; as is too usual in 
such cases. A block of liigh-lying ground; Friedrich’s Camp on it, 
perhaps two miles long, looks to the south ; small Village of Staudentz 
in front ; hollow beyond that, and second small Village, Deutsch 
Prausnitz, hanging on the opposite slope, with shaggy heights beyond, 
and the Kingdom Forest there beginning : on the left, defiles, brooks 
and strait country, leading towards the small town of Eypel : that is 
our left and front aspect, a hollow well isolating us on those sides. 
Hollow continues all along the front ; hollow definite on our side of it, 
and forming a tolerable defence : — though again, I perceive, to rightward 
at no great distance, there rise High Grounds which considerably over- 
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hiitiK- iiH.’ A lliiiiff to lio nmrkcd ! 'TIipho m'O could not occu|)y, foi- 
wiuit, of moil ; but only nminluin vedoltoH upon thorn. Oviu- Uvoac 
JIoiglitH, n mill) or too woNlwanl of UiIh Jiolloiv of ours, run.s tlio big 
o'iiuling hollow oulloil (ioorgongruiul {(irorijna hotlum), which wiiuha up 
and down in that Kingdom Korofl and oll'ma a road from Kiinigshof to 
'rrautonau, among other rourwoH it takoH. 

' From Iho crown of thoaa IloighU on our right Hank huro, looking to 
the woat, you might dincorn (porhapa llirco miloH oil', from ono of tlio 
Hholtoring nookn on the hither Hide of that (ii>orgei>K>'Und), riHing faintly 
viHililo over IuioIIh and dinglca, Iho amoko of a little Forcat Village, 
'Flint Village ia Sohr ; iiolahle ever Hinee, heyond otlierH, in the Kingdom 
Wood, tiolir, like the other Mllagea, hna iln laiie-roiulH ; ila road to 
'I’raiitenau, to KiiiiigHliuf, no doubt ; hut much nearer you, on our 
eastern slope of the Heights, and far hitherward of Hohr, whicli is on 
the western, goes the great road ’ (what is now the great road) 'from 
Kiinigshof to 'rraiitenau, well visible from h'ried rich's (lain)), though ntill 
at some dislmice from it. Could tliese lleighls between us and kSohv, 
which lie heyond the great road, he occupied, wo were well seeurod ; 
isolated on the riglit loo, as on the other sides, from Kingdom Forest 
and its amhiisln's. “ .Should have been done," admits Friedrich j ‘’'but 
then, us it Is, there are not troops onougii : " witii 1(1, (1(10 men you can- 
not do everything !’ 

IIci'C, liowi'VCf, in the importiuit lutiiiL. In Sohr, this 
nighl., MOlli Sc|it(M((b(‘i', ill a iiiosl; private niaiiiier, the 
Austrians, h(),()()0 of them and more, Itave come gliding 
through the woods, wiliioul; even their pipe lit, and witli 
thick veil of hussars ahead ! Ontposls of theirs lie sipuittod 
in the hushes behind Detitseh I’ransnit/,, hardly 500 yards 
from I''fiedrieh’s (’amp. And ea.slwnnl, h'ftward of him, 
in the dellle.s about I'iypel, lie Nadnsti and Iluilliin Trouck, 
with ten or twelve tlionsand, wlio are to take him in rear. 
Ills ‘ (’amp of Slaudent'/. ’ will he at a line jmss tomorrow 
(iioniing. 'File Aiislriati (Jeiilleineii liad found, last week, 
a certain Imre Height in the Forest (Height still known), 
from wl[ieh I hey eonid use their uHtronomer tithes day after 
day;’ and now lliey are nlmiit attempting soinetliing ! 

'Flnirsday morning, very early, OOLlt Heptemher 1T'1)5, 
Friedrich was in liis tent, busy with generals and mureh- 

' Uriicli, ii. 235. 



routes, — when a rapid orderly comes in, from that Vedette, 
or strong Piquet, on the Heights to our right ; ‘ Austrians 
visibly moving, in quantity, near by ! ’ and before he has 
done answering, the officer himself arrives : ‘ Regular Cavalry 
in great force ; long dust-cloud in Kingdom Forest, in the 
gray dawn ; and, so far as we can judge, it is their Army 
coming on.’ Here is news for a poor man, in the raw of a 
September morning, by way of breakfast to him ! ‘ To arms ! ’ 
is, of course, Friedrich’s instant order; and he himself gallops 
to the Piquet on the Heights, glass in hand. ‘ Austrian 
Army sure enough, thirty to thirty-five thousand of them, we 
only eighteen.^ Coming to take us on the right flank here ; 
to attack our Camp by surprise : will crush us northward 
through the defiles, and trample us down in detail ? Hmh ! 
To run for it, will never do. We must fight for it, and even 
attack </im, as our way is, though on such terms. Quick, a 
plan ! ’ The head of Friediich is a bank you cannot easily 
break by coming on it for plans: such a creature for impromptu 
plans, and unexpected dashes swift as the panther’s, I have 
hardly known, — especially when you squeeze him into a corner, 
and fancy he is over with it ! Friedrich gallops down, with 
his plan clear enough ; and already the Austrians, horse and 
foot, are deploying upon those Heights he has quitted ; Fifty 
Squadrons of Horse for left wing to them, and a battery of 
Twenty-eight big Guns is establishing itself where Friedrich’s 
Piquet lately stood. 

Friedrich’s right flank has to become his front, and face 
those formidable Austrian Heights and Batteries ; and this 
with more than Prussian velocity, and under the play of those 
twenty-eight big guns, throwing case-shot (grenades royales) 
and so forth, all the while. To Valori, when he heard of the 
thing, it is inconceivable how mortal troops could accomplish 
such a movement ; Friedrich himself praises it, as a thing 
honourably well done. Took about half an hour ; case-shot 
* (Etn:rts dc Fridh ic, iii. 139. 
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ruining all tin; while ; soldiers Iromnirahly never-minding ; no 
ilnrry, though a speeil like that of Hpinniiig-tops. And here 
we at length are, Staudenl/. now to rear of us, behind our 
centre a good s[)aee ; Burgersdorf in front of us to right, our 
left reaching to IVausnit/, : Austrian lines, three deep of 
them, on the opjiosite Height ; we one line only, which matches 
them in length. 

They, that left wing of lior.se, should have tlunulered-down 
on US, attacking us, not wailing oiir attack, thinks Friedrich ; 
hut they have not done it. 'I’liey stand on their height there, 
will perhaps lirt! carhine.s, n.s llieir woid: is. ‘You, Biuhlen- 
hrock, go into them with your Cuirassiers 1 ’ lUuldenhrock 
and the Cnira.ssiers, though it is uphill, go into them at a 
furious raid ; meet no counlereharge, mere sputter of cai'hine.s ; 

- tumhle them to mad wreck, hack n))on their second line, 
hack upon their third : alisnrdly crowded there on their 
narrow height, no room to nmnteuvre ; so that they ])lungc, 
lifl.y squadrons of them, wholly into tin! (Jeorgengrund rear- 
ward, into the Kingdom Wood, and never come on again at 
all. Ihuhlenhrock has dune his job right well. 

Seeing which, our Iidat\trv of the right wing, which stood 
ne.’ct to Huddeulirock, made impelncais charge uphill, emulous 
to capture that Jlaltery of 'IVenty-eight ; hut found it, for 
HOiiK! time, a Lerrihle at.teui})t. These Heights are not to he 
called ‘hills,’ still le.ss ‘mountains’ (as in some carele.s.s 
Hooks); hut it is a sliiV climb at double tpuclc, with twenty- 
eight l)ig gnus playing in the face of yon. Slorins of case- 
shot shear away this liifanlry, arc quenching its nohlc fury 
in desjiair; Iid'antry visibly reroiling, when onr sole Three 
Uegimenls of Reserve hnrry up to support. Round the.se 
all rallies; rushes tlesjaTately on, and takes llm Battery, — 
of eourse, .sending the Au.slrian left wing rapidly adrift, on 
loss of the same. 

'This, I eonsidm', is the erisis of the h’ight ; the hack of the 
Austrian enter[irise is already hroki'H, by this sad winging of 
it on the left. But it rtwists still; eome.s down again, -- -the 



reserve of their left wing seen rapidly making for Burgersdorf, 
intending an attack there; which we oppose with vigour, 
setting Burgersdorf on fire for temporary screen ; and drive 
the Austrian reserve rapidly to rearward again. But there is 
rally after rally of them. They rank again on every new 
height, and dispute there ; loath to be driven into Kingdom 
Wood, after such a flourish of arms. One height, ‘ bushy 
steep height,’ the light-limbed valiant Prince, little Ferdinand 
of Brunswick, had the charge of attacking ; and he did it 
with his usual impetus and irresistibility : — and, strangely 
enough, the defender of it chanced to be that Brother of 
his. Prince Ludwig, with whom he had the little Interview 
lately. Prince Ludwig got a wound, as well as lost his height. 
The third Brother, poor Prince Albrecht, who is also here, as 
volunteer apprentice, on the Prussian side, gets killed. There 
will never be another Interview, for all three, between the 
Camps ! Strange times for those poor Princes, who have to 
seek soldiering for their existence. 

Meanwhile the Cavalry of Buddenbrock, that is to say of 
the right wing, having now no work in that quarter, is de- 
spatched to reinforce the left wing, which has stood hitherto 
apart on its own ground ; not attacked or attacking, — a left 
wing rejiised, eis the soldiers style it. Reinforced by Budden- 
brock, this left wing of horse does now also storm forward ; 
— ‘ near the Village of Prausnitz ’ (Prausnitz a little way to 
rear of it), thereabouts, is the scene of its feat. Feat done 
in such fashion that the Austrians opposite will not stand 
the charge at all ; but gurgle about in a chaotic manner ; 
then gallop fairly into Kingdom Wood, without stroke struck ; 
and disappear, as their fellows had done. Whereupon the 
Prussian horse breaks-in upon the adjoining Infantry of that 
flank (Austrian right flank, left bare in this manner) ; champs 
it also into chaotic whirlpools ; cuts-away an outskirt of near 
2,000 prisoners, and sets the rest running. This seems to 
have been pretty much the coiip-de-grdce of the Fight ; and 
to have brought the Austrian dispute to finis. From the 
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first, they had rallied 011 the heights ; had struggled and 
disputed. Two general rallies they made, and various partial, 
but none had any success. They were driven on, bayonet in 
back, as the phrase is : with this sad slap on their right, added 
to that old one on their left, what can they now do but ebb 
rapidly; pour in cataracts into Kingdom Wood, and dis- 
appear there ? ^ 

Prince Karl’s scheme was good, says Friedrich ; but it was 
ill executed. He never should have let us form ; his first 
gi’and fault was that he waited to be attacked, instead of 
attacking. Parts of his scheme were never executed at all. 
Duke d’Ahremberg, for instance, it is said, had so dim a 
notion of the ground, that he drew-up some miles off, with 
his back to the Prussians. Such is the rumour, — perhaps 
only a rumour, in mockery of the hebetated old gentleman 
fallen unlucky ? On the other hand, that Nadasti made a 
failure which proved important, is indubitable. Nadasti, 
with some thousands of Tolpatchery, was at Liebenthal, four 
miles to south-east of the action ; Ruffian Trenck lay behind 
Eypel, perhaps as far to east of it : Trenck and Nadasti were 
to rendezvous, to unite, and attack the Prussian Camp on its 
rear, — ‘ Camp,’ so ran the order, for it was understood the 
Prussians would all be there, we others attacking it in front 
and both flanks ; — which turned out otherwise, not for 
Nadasti alone ! 

Nadasti came to his rendezvous in time ; Ruffian Trenck 
did not : Nadasti grew tired of waiting for Trenck, and attacked 
the Camp by himself : — Camp, but not any men ; Camp being 
now empty, and the men all fighting, ranked at right angles 
to it, furlongs and miles away. Nadasti made a rare hand of 
the Camp; plundered everything, took all the King’s Camp- 
furniture, ready money, favourite dog Biche — likewise poor 
Eichel his Secretary, who, however, tore the papers first. 
Tolpatchery exultingly gutted the Camp ; and at last set fire 

* CEuvres de Fridiric, iii. 135-143 ; Stille, pp. 144-163 ; Orlich, ii. 227-243 ; 
Feldaiige, i. 357 - 363 - 374 - 


to it, — burnt even some eight or ten poor rrussian sick, and 
also ‘ some women whom they caught. We found the limbs 
of these poor men and women lying about,’ reports old 
General Lehwald; who knew about it. A doggery well 
worthy of the gallows, think Lehwald and I. ' Couldn’t help 
it; ferocity of wild men,’ says Nadasti. ‘Well; but why 
not attack, then, with your ferocity?’ Confused Court- 
martial put those questions, at Vienna subsequently ; and 
Ruffian Trenck, some sa3', got injustice, Nadasti shuffling 
things upon him ; for which one cares almost nothing. 
Lehwald, lying at Trautenau, had heard the firing at sunrise ; 
and instantly marched to help : he only arrived to give 
Nadasti a slash or two, and was too late for the Fight. One 
Schlichtling, on guard with a weak party, saved what was in 
the right wing of the Camp, — small thanks to him, the Main 
Fight being so near ; Friedrich’s opinion is, an Officer, in 
Schlichtling’s place, ought to have done more, and not have 
been so helpless. 

This was the Battle of Sohr ; so called because the 
Austrians had begun there, and the Prussians ended there. 
The Prussian pursuit drew bridle at that Village ; unsafe to 
prosecute Austrians farther, now in the deeps of Kingdom 
Forest. The Battle has lasted five hours. It must be now 
getting towards noon ; and time for breakfast, — if indeed any 
were to be had ; but that is next to impossible, Nadasti 
having been so busy. Not without extreme difficulty is 
a maiichet of bread, with or without a drop of wine, 
procured for the King’s Majesty this day. Many a tired 
hero will have nothing but tobacco, with spring - water, 
to fall back upon. Never mind ! says the King, says 
everybody. After all, it is a cheap price to pay for missing 
an attack from Pandours in the rear, while such crisis went 
on ahead. 

Lying Cousin Trenck, of the Lifeguard, who is now in 
Glatz, gives vivid eye-witness particulars of these things, time 
of the morning and so on ; says expressly he was there. 





ana wnat he am there,' — ^though in iriatz unaer jock ana 
key, three good months before. ‘ How could I help mistakes,’ 
said he afterwards, when people objected to this and that in 
his blusterous mendacity of a Book : ‘ I had nothing but my 
poor agitated memory to trust to ! ’ A man’s memory, when 
it gets the length of remembering that he was in the Battle 
of Sohr while bodily absent, ought it not to — in fact, to 
strike work ; to still its agitations altogether, and call halt f 
Trenck, some months after, got clambered out of G-latz, by 
sewers, or I forget how ; and leaped, or dropped, from some 
parapet into the River Neisse, — sinking to the loins in tough 
mud, so that he could not stir farther. ‘ Bouquet let me 
stand there half a day, before he would pick me out again.’ 
Rigorous Bouquet, human mercy forbidding, could not let him 
stand there in permanence, — as we, better circumstanced, may 
with advantage try to do, in time coming ! 

Friedrich lay at Sohr five days ; partly for the honour of 
the thing, partly to eat-out the Country to perfection. 
Prince Karl, from ICdnigshof, soon fell back to Konigsgratz ; 
and lay motionless there, nothing but his Tolpatcheries astir. 
Sohr Country all eaten, Friedrich, in the due Divisions, 
marched northward. Through Trautenau, Schatzlar, his own 
Division, which was the main one ; — and, fencing-off the 
Tolpatches successfully with trouble, brings all his men into 
Silesia again. A good job of work behind them, surely ! 
Cantons them to right and left of Landshut, about Rohnstock 
and Plohenfriedberg, hamlets known so well ; and leaving the 
Young Dessauer to command, drives for Berlin (30th October), 
— rapidly, as his wont is. Prince Karl has split-up his force 
at Konigsgratz ; means, one cannot doubt, to go into winter- 
quarters. If he think of invading, across that eaten Country 
and those bad Mountains, — well, our troops can all be got 
together in six-hours time. 

* Fr^d^ric Barnn de Trenck, M 4 moires, traduits far lui-mhne (Strasburg and 
Paris, 1789), i. 74-79. 


received the Hiiglifth riitinmtion of Hint (’oiivenlion of Ilmi- 
over, Higned f-ifith August, almost <i mouth ago; not raliliiKl 
till September !2ttd. About which there hiul latterly hetm 
some anxiety, lest his liritiumie Majesty himself might have 
broken-oir from it. With Austria, with Saxony, Britannic 
Majesty has been entirely unsneees.sbil : ‘ .May not Solir, 

perhaps, be a fresli persuasive ?' hojje.s I'riedrielj ; but as to 
Britannic Majesty’s bixaiking-oir, his thoughts aix- far from 
that, if we knew ! Boor Majesty : not long since, .Supitmie 
Jove of Germany ; and now-- -i.s like to be .swallowt'd in 
ragamudiu street-riots; not a thunderbolt within clutch of 
him (thunderbolts all sticking in the mud of the Netherlands, 
far oft), and not a constable's stall' of the least ellieaey ! 
Consider these date.s in conihination, Hattie of Sohr was t)ii 
Thurfidny September HOth : 

'/Saarfrty ])rcco(ling, Heiilrmher 2 (Uh, was Niirli a I.iinl'M Hay in tlie ('ity 
of Edinburgh, as had nul, Iteea seen there, tail Hiia’c Ji'iiiiy toalilcMH 
stool wont dying at the llishoji's head, nhme a haadred ycaiH lieforc. 
Big ahirin-lioll hurstiiig-out in the middle iif diriue nerviri' ; fiii|ilyiiig all 
the ChmxhcH (" Highland rohels jual at hand ! '‘) Intn lirnrral Meeting 
of tho InhnhiUnts, into C-lnum como again, fer Hit' next I'm ly hniirit. 'I'lll, 
in tho gannt nudnight, 'luesday 2 a.m., Lmdiiel willi altiml 1,000 
(iumcrona, waiting sliglit oii)mrtHinly, eruwhed- in lUrmiKlt tlie Nelhevlmvr 
Port; nnd ’ — And, alitmt mum of Uml day, a jiiiiu' iVieitd uf nur«, liiilor- 
ing oxpectant in tint enad Unit lenda liy .St, AutIumy'M Well, »aw making 
entry into patornai Ihiiyendd, llio Yming Pretender, in perami, who l« 
just hoing prnelaiined Prince of M'lileH, up in the High «lreel ymuler ! 
‘A tall sloiidor young man, nhmit five feel ten iiiclies liigh ; iifarmldy 
comiiloxion, liigli-iiOHed, largo rolling hrown eyrs ; long vi»aged, red- 
haired, lint at tliat time wore a palo periwig, He was iiia Highland liahit' 
(coat); ‘over tlio Hlionlder a lilne snsli wroiiglit «ilh gohl; reil velvet 
breeches; a green velvet honnot, with white rorkade on it and a gold 
lace. His speech Heomed very like that of an Irishman ; very sly ‘ (how 
did you know, my poor friend f) spoke often to O'.Hnlliiait “ (llionght 
to be a person of some connsel ; hud heen tutor to MalllehoUN Hoys, liad 
even tried some irregular fighting under Mnillehois) 'to ti'.SiilHvim 
and’' * * * And on Saturday, in short, eaute i'lrstimpnna. I'hioiigh of 

' Henderson, Highlami KehUmu p. 14, 


of (IfttoH ! 


Sunday !5(I OcLobor, Kiiijjj's Adjutant, Captain Aliillcndorr, 
a young Ollioer do.sorvedly in tavoui', arrlvo.s at licrlin with the 
joyful tidingH of this Sohr l)u,sim‘.MH (‘ I’niuHnitz ’ wc tluMi 
called it); to the joy of all PrussinnH, OHpcdally of a Queen 
Mother, for whom then; is a Letter in pencil, i'tfter brief 
congratulation, Miillendorf rushes on 5 having in'xt to give the 
Old Dessauer notice of it in his Cam]) at Dieskau, in the. 
Halle neighbourhood. Mdllemlorf ajipears in Ilalle suddenly 
next morning, Mtn)diiy, about ten o'clock, sixteen ])ostillions 
trumpeting, and at their swiftest trot, in front ))f him ; 
.shooting, like a melodious niorning-slar, acro.ss Ihe rusty old 
citv, in this miinnei', lo Dieskau Cam|i, wliei'e lie gives the. 
Old De.Hsnuer his good nt'ws. Kxcellent \'iclory indeed ; 
.sharp striking, swift si'lf-help on our pari, Halle and I, he 
Canip have enough lo think of, for Ibis day and Ihe next. 
Whither Miillendorf went nexl, we will not ask ; perhaps to 
llrunHwiek and other consanguineous places .J* Certain it is, 

' On IVediiCHiln)' llin (illi, iilimit two in lliit nfU'i'ixion, tln\ Old Di'SHiimw 
liHS liiit wlndo Army dniwii-ont. Ilmre, with icrmm spriKs In '■Imir linls, iit 
DlcKkuii, closi' upon the .‘<n*(in Kmntirr ; nnd, niter HWiiHlilnif nnil 
mniKi'iivring iilimit in llie liinlu’Nt militnry Hlylo nf nrt, rnnlu lliem nil In 
lino, or two snilnlilo llnoH, ,'10,iH)0 <if tlieni ; nnd llien, willi elnngorouM 
outliurnt of Iriimin't, ketllodrnm nnil nil mnnnor of lielil -nniHie, liri'H'Oir 
Ills united nrlillory » llrnl lime ; nlunml MitnUing llio very liilU liy wiieli n 
tlinnderniiH poni, in the nUII nflerniinn. And mnrK, i'Idho lUted into llie 
iirtlllory pen!, eomnii'ni'eM n rollinp; lire, like n pen! Mprenil-iml In tliremlH, 
Hpiirkling Hlrniifrcly to eye nnd isir ; from rialil lo left, long Mpenm of fire 
nnd sharp slndu's of sonnil, darting ulott, Hiirressive, HimiilinneoiiN, 
winding lor the spnre of miles, then hnek tiy Iho rear llin', and homo to 
llio Nlrtrling-poltil : very grand Indeed. Again, nnd also again. Die 
artillery pi'ul, and ndling Nmnitanns fitted into it, Is repeated ; a seeoml 
and a third lime, ki'ttleilriims and trumpets didng what lhi>y can. That 
was tlio Old Dessauer's honiirlng (what is railed jVn drjtoV), for the 
Victory of .‘'ohr ; aodihle almost at Is'lpxlg, If the wind were wenlerly. 
Overpowering .to tlio luimnn mind; at least, to the old Neiinpnper 
roporLor of that day. Hot what was strangest In the ImsiiieMs/ ( (mlinnes 
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he ‘ (das Curieuseste dabey), was that the Saxou Uhlaus, lying about in the 
villages across the Border, were out in the fields, watching the sight, 
hardly 300 yards off, from beginning to end ; and little dreamed that his 
High-Princely Serenity,’ blue of face and dreadful in war, 'was quite 
close to them, on the Height called Bornhock ; condescending to “ take 
all this into High-Serene Eye-shine there ; and, by having a white flag 
waved, deigning to give signal for the discharges of the artillery,”’ ' 

By this the reader may know that the Old Dessauer is 
alive, ready for action if called on ; and BrLihl ought to 
comprehend better how riskish his game with edge-tools is. 
Brilhl is not now in an unprepared state : — here are Uhlans 
at one’s elbow looking on. Rutowski’s Uhlans ; who lies 
encamped, not far off, in good force, posted among morasses ; 
strongly entrenched, and with schemes in his head, and in 
Brilhl’s, of an aggressive, thrice-secret and very surprising 
nature ! I remark only that, in Heidelberg Country, vic- 
torious old Traun is putting his people into winter-quarters ; 
himself about to vanish from this History,® — and has detached 
General Griine with 10,000 men; who left Heidelberg 
October 9th, on a mysterious errand, heeded by nobody ; and 
will turn-up in the next Chapter. 


CHAPTER XIII 

.9 

SAXONY AND AUSTIIIA MAHE^-A SURPRISING LAST 
ATTEMPT 

After this strenuous and victorious Campaign, which has 
astonished all public men, especially all Pragmatic Gazetteers, 
and with which all Europe is disharmoniously ringing, Fried- 
rich is hopeful there will be Peace, through England ; — cannot 
doubt, at least, but the Austrians have had enough for one 

^ Hdden-G^schichte^ i. 1124. 

* Went to Stebenhiirgen (Transylvania) as Governor ; died there February 
1748, age seventy-one {Maria Tkeresiens Leben, p, 56 «.). 


ar; 1111(1 looKs iiirvv’iud ro lu'iauiii iiKniins, ii hoc oi rent, 

fc of luiotlier kind of acllvity. Negoliiition, IVnce tlirongh 
igitiiitl, if jHisniliUi ; that in the higli pri/.o : and in tlie oilier 
so, or ill any cane, remliiienH for next (’ainjiaign ; — which 
th the treuMiry cxlmu.sled, and no honouridile .siilisidy from 
aiice, in a difUciilt prohlein. 

That wan Friedricli’n, and everyhody'n, program of ailairn 
r the moiithn coining : Imt in that 1‘Viedrich and evervliody 
niul UieninelveH greatly minluken. Hvhld and I he Aontriann 
,d decided othervvine. ‘ ()|)en niounetrap,' at Slriegan ; cliuvn 
the nleeping cal, at Sohv ; thene were, niul experiences; ill 
hear, with tlie Sea-Fowein gniinlding on you, and the 
irld Hiiilliug its iiil.y on yon ; hut are not conclusive, are 
ly provoking and even niaddeiiing, to the nangiiine iiiiiid. 
ivo nad failures; hut let us try another time, ’A tricky 
in; c.iniiiing enough, your King of I Vn.s.sia ! ' tliinks Hriihi, 
th a ielliie.ss of humour against hViedrieh which is little 
iiceivahle to Us now; ‘{'tuiiiing enough, Ihit it. is possihle 
tilling may he surpassed hy diH'per eunniiig!’ and tleciiles, 
irteiistein and an indignant Min press (,liieen assi'iiling eagerly, 
lat there shall, in the pidfoiuiilest seerecy till il, break mil, 
a lliirtl, and imicli (iercer trial, this Winter yel, 'I'lie 
iihl-harleiiNtein plan (owing niaiiily to the Hussian Ihighear 
lioh hung over it, protective, but with wliiins of its own) 
(lerwent eliaiiges, siicce.ssive rtsluclioiiH or editions ; whieh 
e reader wmild grudge to hear explained to him.’ Of the 
al or acted edition, some loo.se notion, sidlicient for oiir 
irpose, may ho eolleeted from I ho following fraetioiiB of 
)tes : * 

tfomntwr nth {Intcrinr Wensriny). • • ♦ FohlmnrHt’lmll hliui" 
i&nt von <triliio, a (haiernl of iimrk, di'tsctital liy 'IVaiui mil long Nines, 
m the Kliine {.'ouiilry, with m forra of tO,rHKl lapit, wliy In U« iimrchliig 

Accoiua of ihciii iiiOdlrli, II. ay.vajS (ftiim vmlnuN j mill 

111 the ciinlcrniHitury mlirii til l'»in|i|ilrt, ' Mirfiiu»slliiu» of 

(onsiliim;, liy /tM.iui CiitkiHi, ttrmrii l'«|iliiiit of n Itculrn Aimy.* 

' See Muji (Two h'iinl Sitrsinn NV»r«), ciiil of vol. iv. 

VOl„ v. 
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about: first to Baireuth Country, ‘^‘^at Hof, November 9th,” as if for 
Bohemia; then north, to Gera (“lies at Gera till the 17th”), as if for 
Saxony Proper? Prince Karl, you would certainly say, has gone into 
winter-quarters ; about Konigsgratz, and farther on ? Gone or going, 
sure enough, is Prince Karl, into the convenient Bohemian districts, 
uncertain which particular districts ; at least the Young Dessauer, 
watching him from the Silesian side, is uncertain which. Better be 
vigilant. Prince Leopold ! — Griine, lying at Gora yonder, is not intending 
for Prince Karl, then ? No, not thither. Then [jerhaps towards Saxony, 
to reinforce the Saxons ? Or somewhither to find fat winter-quarters : 
who knows? Indeed, who cares particularly, for such inconsiderable 
Griine and his 10,000 ! — 

‘The Saxons quitted their iuexpuguable Camp towards Halle, some 
time ago ; went into cantounrents farther inland ; — the Old Dessauer 
(middle of October) having done the like, and gone home : his force lies 
rather scattered, for convenience of food and forage. From the Silesian 
side, again. Prince Leopold, whose head-quarters are about Striegau, 
intimates, Tliat ha cannot yet say, with certainty, what districts Prince 
Karl will occupy for winter-quarters in Bohemia. Prince Karl is vaguely 
roving about; detaching Pandours to the Silesian Mountains, as if for 
checking our victorious Nassau there ; — always rather creeping north- 
ward ; skirting Western Silesia with his main force; 30,000 or better, 
with Lobkowitz and Nadasti ahead. Meaning what? Be vigilant, my 
young friend. 

‘The private fact is. Prince Karl does not mean to go into winter- 
quarters at all. In private fact. Prince Karl is one of Three mysterious 
Elements or Currents, sent on a far errand : Griine is another : 
Rutowski’s Saxon Cjimp (now become Cantonment) is a third. Three 
Currents instinct with fire and destruction, but as yet quite opaque; 
which have been launched, — whitherward thinks the reader ? On Berlin 
itself, and the Mark of Brandenburg ; there to collide, and ignite in a 
marvellous manner. There is their meeting-point : there shall they, on 
a sudden, smite one another into flame ; and the destruction blaze, fiery 
enough, round Friedrich and his own Brandenburg homesteads there 1 — 

‘ It is a grand scheme ; scheme at least on a grand scale. For the legs 
of it, Griine’s march and Prince Karl’s, are about 600 miles long ! Plan 
due chiefly, they say, to the yellow rage of Briihl ; aided by the con- 
trivance of llutowski, and the counsel of Austrian military men. For 
there is much consulting about it, and redacting of it; Polish Majesty 
himself very busy. To Brirhl’s yellow rage it is highly solacing and 
hopeful. “Rutowski, lying close in his Cantonments, and then suddenly 
springing-out, will overwhelm the Old Dessauer, who lies wide ; — can do 
it, surely ; and Griine is there to help if necessary. Dessauer blown to 
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CJrilno himBolf iiiiiin llorliiij • iVifin tli« wMt mid Bunth, nobody oxpocLiiiff 
Idni. I’l-inro Kiirl, not Ukiiijf into wintor-iumrterH in Hohoinin, nu lliuy 
idly Ibink ; but fallinx down tlio Vidloy of llio llobor, or IJobor imd 
Quoisfl, into tho IjiUBilv; (to (ibrliU, (Jubon, whero wo liavo Miin;iiy,iuen for 
him), coinoH upon it from Ibo Boulli-riiiit.— nobody oxpi'c.litm iiny of 
them, 'riiroo HimulUnooiiH Armii'B luirtod on tho lieiwl of your Friod- 
rir.li ; comliuHllble dolu){i’ii llowinx lownrdii him, iw from tho oikIh of 
(iormany ; so opmiuo, ailont, yot of fire wholly: will not that Hurpriso 
him !" Ibinkn llrilhl. ‘riioHo m o the mdiomoii of the little man.’ 

Briilil, having coivntiUtU'd IviinKeif rival to Frietlvich, anti 
fallen into jiaU' or yellow rage hy the cottrsc thingn took, thin 
I'lan is nahirally hi.n ehief joy, or crown of joys ; a hnhhling 
well of Nolace to him in liin iiarchiul condition. lie hIiohUI, 
obviou.sly, liavo. kept it .secrel ; Ihrice-Kocret, tht: little fool ; — 
but a ])oor parched man in not alwayn moHler of Ids private 
bubbling wells in that kind ! Wolfatiema is Swedish Mnvoy 
at Dre.sden ; UudenNkjdld, Swedish Ivnvoy at Berlin, has run 
over to see him in the dim November days. Swedes, since 
Ulritpie's marriage, are friendly to IVus.sia. Briilil has the.se 
two men to dinner; talk.s with them, over his wine, about 
I'Viedrieh's insulting usage of him, among other topics. 
‘In.sulting; how, your Mxeelleney ? ’ asks Uudeuskjdld, 
privately a friend of I'Viedrieh. Briihl explains, with voice 
quivering, those euls in the I'Viedrieh manifesto of August 
last, aiui other griefs sudeiwl ; the two Swedes soothing him 
with wliat oil they have ready. ‘ No matter ! ’ hints Briihl ; 
and proceeds from hint to hint, till Ihe. two Swedes arc fully 
aware of the grand scheme: (iriine, Prince Karl; ami how 
Destruelion, with logs 500 miles long, is steadily advancing 
to assuage one with just revenge. ‘ Uight, your Kxeellency !’ 
— only that Uudenskjiild proceeds to Berlin ; and there 
straiglitway (‘HUi November') imnelually makes I'Viedrieh 
also aware.* Foolish Briihl : a man that has a secret should 
not only hide it, hut hide lliat ho has it to hide. 

• Sieuicl, W. a6a j I'.BuUr, tii. jiy-jJJ ; Ktlcihkb'* own mutstive of It, 
CXuvits, iii. t4tl. 
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Friedrich goes-out to meet his Three-legged Monster ; cuts one 

Leg of it in two (Fight of Hennersdorf, 23d November 

1745) 

Friedrich, having heard the secret, gazes into it with 
horror and astonishment : ‘ What a time I have ! This is 
not living ; this is being killed a thousand times a day ! ’ ' — 
with hoiTor and astonishment; but also with what most 
luminous flash of eyesight is in him ; compares it with Prince 
Karl’s enigmatic motions. Grime’s open ones and the other 
phenomena ; — perceives that it is an indisputable fact, and a 
thrice-formidable ; requiring to be instantly dealt with by 
the party interested ! Whereupon, after hearty thanks to 
Iludenskjold, there occur these rapidly successive phases of 
activity, which we study to take-up in a curt form. 

First (probably 9th or 10th November), there is Council 
held with Minister Podewils and the Old Dessauer ; Council 
from which comes little benefit, or none. Podewils and Old 
Leopold stare incredulous ; cannot be made to believe such a 
thing. ‘ Impossible any Saxon minister or man would volun- 
tarily bring the theatre of war into his own Country, in this 
manner ! ’ thinks the Old Dessauer, and persists to think, — on 
what obstinate ground Friedrich never knew. To which 
Podewils, ‘ who has properties in the Lausitz, and would so 
fain think them safe,’ obstinately, though more covertly, 
adheres. ‘ Impossible ! ’ urge *both these Councillors ; and 
Friedrich cannot even make them believe it. Believe it ; and, 
alas, believing it is not the whole problem ! 

Happily Friedrich has the privilege of ordering, with or 
without their belief. ‘ You, Podewils, announce the matter 
to foreign Courts. You, Serene Highness of Anhalt, at your 
swiftest, collect yonder, and encamp again. Your eye well 
on Griine and Rutowski ; and the instant I give you signal ! 

* Ranke (iii, 321 «.) , whom said, we are not told. 



I am for Silesia, to look-aflor Prmco ICarl, llic olhor loop; 
leg of this business.’ Old Leopold, nceording to Friedrich’s 
account, is visibly glad of such op])orLumtv to fight again 
before he die : and yet, for no reason excei)t some senile 
jealousy, is not conl.i'ut with l.hese arrangcMiienls ; perv(<rsely 
objects to this and that. At lengtli the King says, think 
of this hard word, and of the eyes that nccompauy it! 
‘When your Highness gels Annies of your own, you will 
order them according to your mind; at present, it must he 
according to mine,’ On, Hum ; and not a moment lost ; for 
of all things we must he swift! 

Old Leopold goes aceordingly. l''riedrich himself goes in 
a week lumce. Orders, correspondences from I’odewils and 
tlic rest, are Hying right, and left; to Vouug Is'opold in 
Silesia, first of all. Young LeopoUl draws out his forces 
towards the Silesian-I,ausitz border, where IVince Karl's in- 
tentions are now becoming visible. And,- here is the .vcco/m/ 
pha,se notable, 

‘On lironday Ifith,' at 7 a.m.,’ V'riedricli ru.shes olf, by 
Lro.s.sen, full speed for Liegiiil/. ; ‘ willi Uolhenburg, with the 
Prince of Prussia and b’erdinand of Hrunsttielv aecumpanying.' 
With what thoughts, though, in his face, you can read 
nothing; all Herlin being aln-udy in such tremor! f'cledrich 
is in l,iegnil'/ next ilay ; and afli'r needful preliminaries 
there, does, on the Thursday following, 'at .N'itsler-Adelsdorf,' 
not fai' olf, lake actual command of Prince l.eopold's Army, 
which liad lain imeamped for some days, wailing liiin. And 
now with such force in hand, ,'15,01)0, soldiers every tnan of 
them, and freshened by a month’s rest, one will endeavour 
to do some good upon Prince Karl. . Probably sooner than 
Prince Karl su))))oses, h'ur there is great velocity in this 
young King; a |suither-like sitddeiine.ss of spring in him: 
cunning, loo, as any l''elis of them ; and with claws like the 
Felis Leo on occasion, Here follows the brief t'amimign that 
ensued, which I strive greatly to (djridge. 

' ' iSth,' FtUttigi, i, 402 (src i 13a). 


I. 

[iSth-asd Nov. 1745 

Prince Karl’s intentions towards Frankfurt-on-Oder Country, 
through the Lausitz, are now becoming practically manifest, 
lliere is a Magazine for him at Guben, within thirty miles 
of Frankfurt; an-angements getting ready all the way. A 
winter march of 150 miles;— but what, say the spies, is 
to hinder? Prince Karl dreams not that Friedrich is on 
the ground, or that anybody is aware. IVhich notion Fried- 
rich finds that it will be extremely suitable to maintain 
in Prince Karl. Friedrich is now at Adelsdorf, some thirty 
miles eastward of the Lausitz Border, perhaps forty or 
more from the route Prince Karl will follow through that 
Province. 

'It is a high-lying irregularly hilly Country ; hilly, not mountainous. 
Various streams rise out of it that have a long course, — among others, 
the Spree, which washes Berlin ; — especially three Valleys cross it, three 
Rivers with their Valleys ; Bober, Queiss, Neisse (the third Neisse we have 
come upon) ; all running northward, pretty much parallel, though all 
branches of the Oder, 'fhis is Neisse Third, we say ; not the Neisse of 
Neis.se City, which we used to know at the north base of the Giant 
Mountains, nor the Roaring Neisso, which we have seen at Hohen- 
friedberg; but a third’ — (and the fourth and last, 'Black Neisse,’ thank 
Heaven, is an upper branch of this, and we have, and shall have, uothing 
to do with it!)— 'third Neisse, which we may call the Lausitz Neisse. 
On which, near the head of it, there is a fine old spinning, linen-weaving 
Town called Zittau, — where, to make it memorable, one Tourist has 
read, on the Townhouse, an Inscription worth repeating : " Bene facert 
it male audire regium est, To do good and have evil said of you, is 
a kingly thing.” Other Towns, as Gbrlitz, and seventy miles farther the 
above-said Guben, lie on this same Neisse, — shall we add that Herrnhuth 
stands near the head of it ? The wondrous Town of Herrnhuth (Lord’s- 
Keeping), founded by Count Zinzendorf, twenty years before those 
dates where are a kind of German Methodist-Quakera to this day, 
who have become very celebrated in the interim. An opulent enough, 
most silent, strictly regular, strange little Town. The women are in 
uniform ; wives, maids, widows, each their form of dress. Missionaries, 
speaking flabby English, who have been in the West Indies or are going 
thither, seem to abound in the place ; male population otherwise, I 
should think, must be mainly doing trade elsewhere ; nothing but 
prayers, preachings, charitable boarding-schooling and the like, appeared 

^ ' In 1722, the first tree felled * (Lives of Zinzendorf). 


to 00 (;oiiiK n(>rrniumi m aMioimlli t'oti'iliwl ; ( iuviiiihLic SiuiOaUi 
(loiio into Stoiio," iiH Olio ol'uij' iu)ni|miiiouH oiillod it.'^ 

riorniluiLli, of which all iCiiffliKhmon Imvo lioiiril, HtandH near tho hoiul 
oftluH our tliiril NoIhho ; aa ilooa Ziltaii, a fow miloH higlior up. I oau do 
nothing nioro to givo it mark for them. Holior Valloy, tlion QuoioH 
Valley, which run pnrallol though Ihny join at laatj ami lioconio llohor 
wholly lipforo getting into tho Oil or, — thcao two Valloya and Uivors lio 
in Kricdricli'a own 'I’crritury ; and arc hotwoou him and tho laiurtiLz, 
QooiKH lUvor hoiiig tho lioundary of ailoala and llio Ijaiiait/, hero. It la 
down tho Ni'iwHO that Prince Karl moaim to march. 'I'horo am .Saxona 
already gathering aliout Zitlau ; and down aa far aa Oulieii tlioy «ro 
making MagaJiineH and nrrangoinontH, for it ia all ihoir own (hniutry in 
thoHO yearn, though moat of it ia PruHahi'a now. Prince Karl'a march 
will go parallel to the Holier and the Qtieiaa ; aeparated from tho Qniviaa 
in Ihia part hy an undulating Hill, tract of twenty milea or more. 

Fricill'ich Ima litul .soiiuiwhat to Hottli! for the Sotillii'm 
FnmI.ii'f of SilcHiii wiUml, which new (loggcricH of Fuiulintrn 
are iiivatliiig,- to lie rctuiy for Prince Karl on hia return 

thitlicr, whtme gnintl meaning nil Ihi.s while (aa Friedrieh 

well know, a), ia ‘Silesia in the hnnp’ again, had ho once cut 
UH oil' from Ilrandenliurg and our mipplieH ! (leneral Na.s.sau, 
far eastward, who in doing exploita in Moravia ilself,. him 
Friedrich haa ordered homeward, wentward to hi» own aitlo 
of the Moimlains, to atleiid Iheae ni'w Pandour getitlemon ; 
VVintcrfeld he has called home, otd. of those Southern 

moimlains, as likelv lo he u.sefuler here on this Western 
frontier. Winlerfeld arrivetl in (’amp tho same day with 

Friedrich; and is sent forward with a body of !5,0()() light 
troops, Lo keep watcli about Ihe biiisitz Frontier and the 
Uiver (,)iiei.ss ; ' enrefiil not to ijuit otir own siile of that 
stream,' as we mean to hoothvink I’rince Karl, if we ean ! 

Friedrich lies strictly within his own borders, for a day or 
two; till Prince Karl march, till his own arrangements are 
c.om|ilele. Friedrich hiniHclf keejis the holier, Winterield 
the hliu'iss ; 'all pass freely out of the l.ausitz ; none are 
allowed to cross into it; thereby we hear notice of Priueo 
Karl, he none of us,' Perfectly t|uic.scenl, we, poor crenLure.s, 
* Tiuirisl'h Nulc (Auliiiiia iKsa). 


ibo biiiJUINlJ OJLJLJli&iAiN vv iV L\ [JSUUK XV. 

(soth Nov. 1745 

and aware of nothing ! Thus, too, Friedrich, — in spite of 
his warlike Manifesto, which the Saxons are on the eve of 
answering with a formal Declaration of ^^'^ar, — affects great 
rigour in considering the Saxons as not yet at war with 
him : respects their frontier, Winterfeld even punishes hussars 
‘ for trespassing on Lausitz ground.’ Friedrich also affects 
to have roads repaired, which he by no means intends to 
travel : — the whole with a view of lulling Prince Karl ; 
of keeping the mousetrap open, as he had done in the 
Striegau case. It succeeded again, quite as conspicuously, 
and at less expense. 

Prince Karl, — whose Tolpatch doggery Winterfeld will not 
allow to pass the Queiss, and to whom no traveller or tidings 
can come from beyond that River, — discerns only, on the 
farther shore of it, Winterfeld with his 3,000 light troops. 
Behind these, he discerns either nothing, or nothing im- 
mediately momentous ; but contentedly supposes that this, 
the superficies of things, is all the solid-content they have. 
Prince Karl gets under way, therefore, nothing doubting ; 
with his Saxons as vanguard. Down the Neisse Valley, on 
the right or Queissward side of it : Saturday 20th November, 
is his first march in Lusatian territory. He lies that night 
spread-out in three Villages, Schonberg, Schonbrunn, Kies- 
lingswalde ; ^ some ten miles long ; parallel to the Neisse 
River, and about four miles from it, east or Queissward of 
it. Karl himself is rear, at Schonberg ; fierce Lobkowitz is 
centre; the Saxons are vanguard, 6,000 in all, posted in 
Villages, which again are some ten or twelve miles ahead of 
Prince Karl’s forces ; the Queiss on their right hand, and the 
Naumburg Bridge of Queiss, where Winterfeld now is, about 
fifteen miles to east. Their Uhlans circulate through the 
intervening space (were much patrolling needed, in such quiet 
circumstances), and maintain the due communication. There 
lies Prince Karl, on Saturday night 20th November 1745 ; 

‘ Feldiii^e, i. 407 (Beiicht von der Action bey Katholisch-Hennersdorf, etc.). 



an Army of perhaps 40, 000, clangorou.sly straggling-out above 
twenty miles long ; and appears to see no (linieulty ahead. 
'I'hc Saxons, I think, are to eonlimu* where they arc; guard- 
ing the Hank, while the I’riuee. and Lohkowitz push forward, 
closer hy Nt'isse lliver. In four marches more, they can he in 
Brandenburg, with (luhen and Iheir Magazines at luuul. 

Hoeing which stale of matters, VVinterfeld gives I'Viedrieh 
noLiec of it; and that he, Winterfeld, thinks tlie moment is 
come. ‘Bunloons to Naumhurg, then!' orders Vriedrieh. 
VVinterfeld, at the proper numient, is to form a Bridge there. 
One permanent Bridge there almuly is ; and two fords, one 
above it, one below ; with a second Bridge, there will be 
roadway for four eolunins, and a swift transit when needful. 
Sunday Silst, Friedrich ipiils the Bohei*, diligently towards 
Naumhurg; marches Sunday, Monday; Tuesday Slid, about 
eleven A. M., begins to /irrive Ihert*; W'inlerfeld and passages 
all ready. Forward, llien, and let us drive-in u|)on Frince 
Karl; and either cut him in two, or force him to tight us; 
he little thinks where or on what terms. Sure enough, in 
the worst place wc can choose for him ! Friedrich begins 
crossing in four cohmuis at one e.M. ; crosses conlinnonsly for 
four hours; unopposed, <-xcept some skirmishing of Uhlans, 
while his Cavalry is riding the b'erds to right and left; 
Uhlans were driven back swiftly, so soon as Ibe Cavalry got 
over. At five in the evening, he ha.M got tmtirely across, 
.'Jfi, ()()() horse and foot: Ziethen is chasing the Uhlans at 
full speed : who at least will slunv us the way, for by this 
time a mist has liegun falling, and the brief daylight is done. 

Friedrich himself, without wailing for the rear of his force, 
and some while hefoiti lliis mist fell (as I judge), is pushing 

forward, ‘a miller lad for his guide,’ across to 1 feimeiwlorf, 

Katholisch-IIenneisdorf, a long straggling Village, eight or 
ten miles ulf, and itself two miles long, where he under- 
stands the .'suxoim are. Miller lad guides us, over height and 
hollow, witli his best skill, at a brisk pace ; through one 
hollow, where he has known the cattle jiaslure in summer 


tlu^ wA’iinll Nil t?, 1.IIII instill tttlliltt" Ulilliir 

Ilut tJ'ii'f ’» iV I. Sri. Mf iliii fiiul 

ttiji'iij^li thr nkttlt Ilf it S'. AS, *. !«ii umivMiuri' jinm-il tlie lurk 
nf Us. till lltp ruB'isis, tris-iti!:,.; fu it, luul tin usitj^uiinl there, 
Ui'Si-r rsiw, iiliji IH nil th<»t ssilf Sti tli.d thi‘ Viiiiguiutl, 
«!>il ra|n>i }Ius'k«r», mmip uii fsn-U«‘iit <if it, 

'/u'thru iipiuis ns ssunl, 'I'lsut Ur hns illUi tl|i- hmiv of 
HrMUSPrMhitf, • fnniiit flt«- ‘‘Asmt r ijuit'lly |vtty- 

iug !lt«i Hifn ‘ , that li»-. /irthrji. is iiuistrr of Urn. 

ru'wltirf, ttiiil wuU aiuuiM' thp s isi-iiis till thi- utluT fntvp ruinr ii|i, 
Of wtumi I'ru'tlnili lusw puslu-s ms, ihiulilr sjH-nl ; ih'tm'hw 
iitluT furif, luitsp null fiKil wlittls was links, suss ms iiifonu. 
lint; for tin* /.iflh«-ii Ilmsats,, tjrftuu' j'ihhI [iltiruicr, liml by 
no nii'fltia ilrtnoh'ihi-il lli«- >»4S.iiss . Imt h-.nl left thnu liiiu* to 
tlrM,w>U|i in linn mili-t, sutls a hiit}^>- in fnmt, »v litth* svs*sl of 
tlui thlliifif ; from who ti jm-it, uitussnihstilr lis Zti-tlirn, thry 
vvuulil linvr fBot siirp iitl 111 till’ iiiTtiii limlv, nith lilth* lull ftii 
iiiTntiit nml Mimi' lini of j-mkhIs 'I’lir m-w fonv, n rniiiil 
Kistrlrr sriUi liftht Imriw so lh>- sun, i ihirtsiit-i'i mu! foot nijiiilly 
following him, nwii-jis past ilu- Imif' V tlla^i-, ' throuj'li ii lliiii 
W(kh 1 ontl (I tlflilf ' ; rtmis lin* i-m-mv lirmis rnnktil ns ntiovi' 
wiul; cnvftlry their h-ft, infmitiy on riphl, fhinkeit hv im iin* 
lienolrtshh' hrslj^e ; ivnil nt um's- stnki s in. At ims'i', Kesli'.lrr 
lloOfl, on imh'r ^iV's-n ; tml is fnr too Urak. I’lliilf^es, hi", hut 
is cc)untt!r««’hnrKt’si, tiimhln! Umk ; Ihf Snvotti, hiii'U' mill foiil, 
nhowing oxcrlhtnt li^hl At hm^th, nmre l’nn>sinn fon'f 
coming up, cuirtumirrM s-hurgc them in fronl, ihitgiHimt in 
flfink, huwaira in rear; nil nttnrking at onn*, nml uilh n viill; 
aiul the poor Snxon Cavnlry i« futirs'lv rut to shr«il‘<. 

And now Uvorc renuvissis only list' Infmstrv, )>rihiij>s ishout 
1,000 men (if one inuHt guenH) ; who form u stpmrr ; ply 
vigorouHly their fk'hl pieces mul Ihrir Urt' iirniH ; mui cniimit 
be broken by hom-rhurgcs. In fuel, these SnMinit inmle a 
fierce resistance; — till, Isefors* long, l’ru*>sinn lufantry etmu* 
up; and, with counter field-pieces und imi«krtnc.s, hlnsted 


gaps in tlu'u] ; upon which Ihc. Cavalry got adinittaucc, niul 
reclncctl the gallant fi-llow.s nearly wholly to annihilation 
either hy death or capture. 'I'hcrc are 1)14 Prisoners in this 
Action, 4 hig guns, and I know not how ninny kettledrums, 
standards and the like, all that were there, I suppose. 'I’ho 
number of dead not given.' Jhil, in brief, this Saxon Force 
is utterly cut to pii'ccs ; aiul only scattered twos and three.s 
of it rush through the dark mist ; scattering terror to this 
hand and that. 'I'he PniasiaiiH take tlu'ir post at and round 
Ilennemlorf that night ; hivonacking, though only in sack 

trou.sers, a blanket each man: ‘We work hartl, my men, 

and suli'er all things for a ilay or two, that it may save much 
work afterwnnls,' said the King to them ; and they cheerfully 
bivouacked. 

'Phis was the .Action of Katholisch-IIenncrsdorf, fought on 
'I’uc.sday Jibd Novemher 174/>; and still ctdchralcd in the 
PriuHsian Annals, and reckoned a brilliant passage of war. 

remiemlorf, some ten miles south-west of Nauni- 
burg on the (Jarm (for there arc, to my knowledge, 'I'wenty- 
(iv(‘ other Villages cidled llenner.sdorf, and Three several 
'I’owns of N'aumhurg, and many Castles and Kainlets so 
named in dear (lermany of the Nonicnclalures) : Katholisch- 
Ilemieisdorf is the place, and 'Puesday about dusk the time. 
A sharp brush of (igiiting; not great in ipianlity, but laid-in 
at the right monieni, in the right place. Like the prick of a 
needle, iluly sharp, into the spinal marrow of a gigantic 
object ; totally ruinmis to such object. N(‘ver, or rarely, in 
the Annals of War, was as much good got of so little fight- 
ing. You may, with labour and peril, jilunge a hundred 
dirks into your bon constrictor ; hack him with axes, bray 
him with slcdgi-. hammers ; that is not uncommon: but the 
one trui' prick in the spinal marrow, and the Artist that can 
guide you well to that, he ami it arc the notable and henc- 
fieent phenomena. 

* taiuii, ii. fji : i. 


Priiiir h'arl, nit in ticii, tiimh/rx /imiif n^tin tltmhlt'-ijiih'k 

Ni;xt inoniiiig, Wotlnosiluv ^•Hh, llu; PniNsimiN arc early 
(ustir again ; gro[)ing, on all nianncr of nmtlH, to find wliat 
Prince Karl is (loing, in a worlil all covered in tldek mist. 
They can iind nothing of him, hut broken tumhril.s, left 
haggage-wagoiiH, rnnu)ur of universal marching hither and 
marching Uiither ; — evidences of an Army fallen into nni- 
veraal St. VitUH’H Dance; distractedly hurrying to ami fro, 
not knowing whitherward for the moment, except that it 
nniHt he homewardH, homewartlH with velocity. 

Prince ICarl'M farther movements are not worth |)articnhir- 
ising. Ordering and cross-malering ; march this svay ; no, 
hack again: such a scene in that. mist. Prince Karl i.s How- 
ing homeward ; confusedly deluging and gurgling southward, 
the he.st he can. .Next afternoon, near (iiirlit-', and again 
one other time, he appears drawn np, as if for lighting ; hut 
ha.s him.self no such thought; Hies again, without a shot; 
leaves Oorlitr. to capittdate, that afternoon; all places to 
capitulate, or he evacuated. We hear he is for Zittau ; 
Winterfeld with light horse hastens after him, gets sight of 
him on the. Heights at Zittau yonder,’ “about two in the 
morning'' : hut the Prince has not the least notion to fight. 
Prince leaves Zittau to capitulate, ipiits silently the Heights 
of Zittau at two a.m. (Winterfeld, very lively in the rear of 
him, c.utting-ofF his baggage); and so Inmhle.s, pellmcll, 
through the Pas,seH of (label, home to Hohemia again. Istt 
ns save this poor Note from the fire : 

‘t)a SiiUinky niglil, Novunbier lITlh. die I’nissinns, jiinniiinK I'riiirn 
[Curl, wore cnntdnftd in llio ({errii)iiilli iieiKliliimrlKinil, my infuriiuml's 
ro|{imeut in llio Towa of Herniliiilli itself.’ Yes, iluwe lay lliu I’nissiuns 
over Suntluy ; iiiid might hear sumo >v(dglity exiumuder, if they liktsl. 
(.'onsidoruhly Uiuiilogicul, iimny iif lliem |imir I’russinn soldiers ; eiirryiiig 

’ (Jiuvrn lit I'rMJric, iii. 157 1 Orlich, ii. ay<i. 

* Jhihkilgi, i, ulii supril. 



1h of ovory roKiiiioiit nro l.nnilrfkinilrr, nativo l’»-u««iaiiM ; oach fi’Ki- 
t from a Hjici'ml rutittin, gi'iifially rntlior rrii^itiuti mt'ii, 'I'lii' iillii'r 
1 are n'lTuilM. j^iiitiort’ii in tho Froa ttf tho Uoirli, or whom 

run bo Kofl iHBtiiiKiii»hoil by ilovotinn tIu'MO, wo may fimry, 
traiiu'il to llio uUoriiioal liy HjiorUn ilrill.' 

kfmii the wt'i'k is ilmu*, llml ' Cu-sl log ' of tliu gmnd 
(,'r))risc (Ihf I'liiu'i- Kiul log) is such ii log iw we see. 
esiii in llie luin)),’ - fnntl tlmim ngain, wluiL ti iheiun ! 

De.ssiuier gelling signiil, when' now, loo jjiohahh-, is 
Duy iLHeir? Unuking tigtiiu nt, Aussig in Hohemin, I’rinee 
1- /5, ODD of his men hf.1, anil nil intjiehis uuil /ire gone, 
alls gently down the I'dhe, to join Unlowski nt least ; and 
reni)])enr within fone weeks, out. of Saxon Swit/erland, 
rather in dismal luimonr. 

.'Ik: Frnssinn 'I'l-onjis, in fonr great Divisions, are eantoned 
hut Ijuisil/ (“onnlrv, now so ipiiet ; in and almnl Ihuit'iten, 
three other 'rowiis of the neighhonrhiuKl ; to rest, and he 
ly for the Old Densaiier, when we hear of him. 'I’he 
iga/ine at (luhen in IMH vuigoiis,’ the (lorlil/. and other 
,w/.ines of I’rinee Karl in the doe mindier of wagons, 
)ly them with eoioforlnlde itne\|ieeled jinneuder. 'I'hns 
' lie eantoned ; ami Itave with de'i)iateh elfeetnallv settled 
r jmrt of the prohlem. yoesliuo iinw is, How will it 
(1 with the Old Dessauer and his [mrl ? Or, ln-lter still, 
old not perhaps the Saxom, in this huniilialed otate, 
pt I’eaee, and finish the nialler 'i 


onAi''rKu XIV 

itA'i rj,)'. fu-* K j:.s.s)‘t,siHjUF 

t ‘f'ouitl'siosnit N'l k' of a eeilain hXeellenev Villiers, I'lngUsh 
lister at Dretilen, Sir 'riioimei Villiers, (UamUalher of 
preHent Karl of (‘tarendon, vuis very famous in those 
ks ; and in still wmlh menliim, ns a trail of l'‘riedrieh’»i 
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SECOND SlDDSiAN WAJi [JiuUKXv. 

tagth Nov.-igth Dec. 

procedure in this crisis. Friedi-ich, not intoxicated with his 
swift triumph over Prince Karl, but calculating the perils and 
the chances still ahead, — miserably off for money too, — 
admits to himself that not revenge or triumph, that Peace is 
the one thing needful to him. November 29th, Old Leopold 
is entering Saxony ; and in the same hours, Podewils at 
Berlin, by order of Friedrich, writes to Villiers who is in 
Dresden, about Peace, about mediating for Peace ; ‘ My King 
ready and desirous, now as at all times, for Peace ; the terms 
of it known ; terms not altered, not alterable, no bargaining 
or higgling needed or allowable. Convention of Hanover, let 
his Polish Majesty accede honestly to that, and' all these 
miseries are ended.'' ^ 

Villiers starts instantly on this beneficent business ; ‘ goes 
to Court, on it, that very night ’ ; Villiers shows himself really 
diligent, reasonable, loyal ; doing his very best now and after- 
wards ; but has no success at all. Polish Majesty is obstinate, 
— I always think, in the way sheep are, when they feel them- 
selves too much put upon ; — and is deaf to evei’ybody but 
Briihl. Briihl answers : ‘ Let his Prussian Majesty retire from 
our Territory; — what is he doing in the Lausitz just now! 
Retire from our Territory ; then we will treat ! ” BrLihl still 
refuses to be desperate of his bad game ; — at any rate, Brlihl’s 
rage is yellower than ever. That very evening, while talking 
to Villiers, he has had preparations going on ; — and next 
morning takes his Master, Polish Majesty August in., with 
some comfortable minimum of apparatus (cigar-boxes not 
forgotten), off to Prag, where they can be out of danger till 
the thing decide itself. Villiers follows to Prag ; desists not 
from his eloquent Letters, and earnest fiersuasions at Prag ; 
but begins to perceive that the means of persuading Briihl 
will be a much heavier kind of artillery. 


Co^tsi^,Kianci du Rot avtc Sir Thomas Vilhtrs % ' commences, on Podewils's 
28th November ; on Friedrich’s, 4th December ; ends, on Villier’s, iSth 
Decemte : fourteen Pieces in all, four of them Friedrich’s : Given in CEuvrtt 
it Frldlrtc, m. 183-216 (see ibid, 158), and in many other Books. 


George, tliough Purse-holder, what is his success here? As 
little is the Russian Bugbear persuasive on Friedrich himself. 
The Czarina of the Russias, a luxurious lady, of far more 
weight than insight, has just notified to him, with more 
emphasis than ever, That he shall not attack Saxony ; that if 
lie do, she with considerable vigour will attack him ! That 
has always been a formidable puzzle for Friedrich : however, 
he rellccts that the Russians never could draw sword, or be 
ready with their Army, in less than six months, probably not 
in twelve ; and has answered, translating it into polite odlcial 
terms : ‘ Fee-faw-fum, your Czarish Majesty ! Question is not 
now of attacking, but of being myself attacked ! ’ — and so is 
now running his risks with the Czarina. 

Still worse was the result he got from Louis xv. Lately, 
‘for form’s sake,’ as he tells us, ‘and not expecting anything,’ 
he had (November 16th) made a new apjieal to France: 
‘Ruin menacing your Most Chri.stian Majesty’s Ally, in this 
huge sudden crisis of invasive Austidan-Saxons ; and for your 
Majesty’s sake, may I not in some measure say P ’ To which 
Louis’s Answer is also given. A very sickly, unpleasant 
Document ; testifying to considerable jiicpio against Friedrich ; 
— Ranke says, it was a joint production, all the Ministers 
gradually contributing each his little ])inch of irony to make 
it spicier, and Louis signing when it wjus enough ; — very 
considerable puiuc against Friedrich ; and something of the 
stupid sulkiness os of a fat bad boy, almost glad that the house 
is on fire, because it will burn his nimble younger brother, 
whom everybody calls so clever ; ‘ Sorry indeed, Sir my 
Brother, most sorry : — and so you have actually signed that 
Hanover Convention wi th our worst enemy ? Franee is far 
from having done so ; France ha.s done, and will do, great 
things. Our Royal heart grieves much at your situation ; 
but is not alarmed ; no, Your Majesty has such invention, 
vigour and ability, superior to any crisis, our clever younger 
Brother ! And herewith we pray God to have you in his 


holy keeping.’ This is the purport of King Louis’s Letter ; 

which Friedrich folds together again, looking up from 

perusal of it, we may fancy with what a glance of those eyes.’ 

He is getting instructed, this young King, as to alliances, 
grand combinations, French and other. His third Note to 
Villiers intimates, ‘It being evident that his Polish Majest3f 
will have nothing from us but fighting, we must try to give 
it him of the best kind we have.’ ® Yes, truly ; it is the 
ultimate persuasive, that. Here, in condensed form, are the 
essential details of the course it went, in this instance ; 


General Griine, on the road to Berlin, hearing of the rout at Hennore- 
dorf, halted instantly, — hastened hack to Saxony, to join Rntowski there, 
and stand on the defensive. Not now in that Halle-Frontier region 
(Rutowski has quitted that, and all the entrenchments and marshy 
impregnabilities there) ; not on that Halle Frontier, but hovering about 
in the interior, Rutowski and Grune are in junction ; gravitating towards 
Dresden ; — expecting Prince Karl’s advent ; who ought to emerge from 
the Saxon Switzerland in few days, were he sharp ; and again enable us 
to make a formidable figure. Be speedy. Old Dessauer : you must settle 
the GrQne-Rutowski account before that junction, not after it ! 

The Old Dessauer has been tolerably successful, and by no moans 
thinks he has been losing time. November 29th, ‘at tliree in the 
morning,' he stept-over into Saxony with its impregnable camps ; drove 
Rutowski’s rearguard, or remnant, out of the quagmires, canals and 
entrenchments, before daylight ; drove it, that same evening, or before 
dawn of the morrow, out of Leipzig : has seized that Town, — lays heavy 
contribution on it, nearly 60,0004 (such our strait for finance), ‘ and bo 
sure you take only substantial men as sureties !'® — and will, and does 
after a two-days rest, advance with decent celerity inwards ; though 
‘One must first know exactly whither; one must have bread, and 
preparations and precautions ; do all things solidly and in order,’ thinks 
the Old Dessauer. Friedrich well knows the whither ; and that Dresden 
itself is, or may he made, the place for falling-in with Rutowski. 
Friedrich is now himself ready to join, from the Bautzen region ; the 
days and hours precious to him ; and spurs the Old Dessauer with the 


^ Louis s Original, in (Euvres de FridiriCy iii, 173* ^74 {with a much more 
satirical paraphrase than the above), and Friedrich’s Answer adjoined,— after the 
events had come. 

• ‘Bautzen, lith December 1745’ (ubi supra). 


• Orlich, ii. 308, 



niMujuvii, • i in. BOiUUy JllUl lU OrUOrj your iVlllJtJHLy • 

luiHWorH Uu' Old DoHMUiu'r: wilid Btrong-lxiiuid old oonidi-hoiso, who lois 
IiIh own modi's of ti otUn^^;, hiiviii)^; dmio nniuy a hoavy luilo of it In IiiH 
lima; and wliono Hkin, oiio hopoH, is of tlio duo tliiciknuHB apihiHt uudno 

aimrriiig'. 

Old IH'KHUinn- wiahi'a two Ihinga : hrond to livo upon; iind a Hiiro 
Hi'idgo oval' Iho Klim wlioridiy Kriadricdi may join liim. Old Diwsaiior 
maltOH for Torgau, far north, wliovo is hoth an IClbo Bridge and a 
Magii/.ino ; wliicli lio lakoa ; ’I’orgau and portiiumlH now Ids. But it is 
far down till) Klim, far olf from Bauton and Kriudrioli; 'A noaror 
Bridgo and rondo/vons, your IlighncsHl Moissim’ (wlioro they inaUo tlio 
(iliina, only (ifty mill's from nm, and twi'iity from Dri'sdon), Mot that ho 
tho Ilridgo, now Unit you havu got vic.tniil. And sjumdy ; for Iloavon’s 
sako, Hpoi'dy!' Friodrioh pushos-out (ionoral Lohwald from Baiiteon, 
with ‘1,(1(111 nu'ii, towardu ftloisHoii Bridge ; Kohwald dors not hiiimolf 
nu'ildlo with Dm Bridge, only llros allot arroas upon tho Saxon party, till 
tlio did DoHsiuior, on tlio other hank, como up;- luid tho Old neasanor, 
liiHialieneii tliiiiks, will iiovor como. 'Tlireo iliiys in Torgaii, yes, Your 
Majesty : I hud hri'nd In hake, and tho very ove.iiH had to ho Iniilt,' A 
solid old romlHler, with IiIh own modes of trotting ; iioeds thie.kiu'HH ofslciu.* 

At long last, on Sinnluy BlUi Beeomlmr, about two r.iii., thft (Bd 
Dossaiier dooH appear; or {•oiiernl ticsHler, his vangmird, dmiH appuar, 

• Messier of llie sixty-sovon standavds, — Milwiiya iibout an hour ahead.' 
(lessler has Hiiinmoiied iMeisseii ; lias not got it, is hiiggliiig with it ahoiit 
toriiiH, when, lowavds sunsot of the short day, Old desHauer himsolf 
arriros. B'lii'ieiipon (ho Saxon doiiimiiniliiiit i|iiils tho liridgo (not mueh 
lireakiiig It) ; mid gliiles-olf in tlio dark, eloiir out of Meissen, towards 
Dresden, eliased, lint Hiire.essfiilly delendiiig liimsoll'.* ‘Had lie lint 
stood (Hit for two days !' say the Siixons,- ‘Briiiee Karl liiid Llien Imeii up, 
and iinieli iiiiglil Imvo linen dineront.’ B''ell, l'’rioilr)eJi too would have 
lieeii up, and it Imil most likely lieeii tlio saiiio on a largor srale. But 
the .‘siixoii ( '(iiiiiinindaiit did not Hlaiid-oiit ; lio glidod-olf, safo ; Joined 
lliitowMki and (iriiiio, iviio are lying iilioiit tYilsdriif, six or sovoii milus 
(111 the liillier siilo of Dresden, and eagorly waiting fur I’riiico Karl. 
Mlridgo and 'I'ooii of Midsheu nro your MajosLy's,’ roports the Old 
DesHiiuor Hint iiiglit ; upon wlile.h Friedriuh instantly rises, liaHtoning 
tliitluirwaril. Is'Iiwuhl eoiiioH aoroHS Moisson Bridge, oH'oets tho ilesirod 
jmietion ; and all Monday the Old DoHsauor dolilos throogli Meissen 
town and territory; eoiitiinmlly iidvaiieeH towards Dresden, tho Saxons 
Imnissiiig tho Hanks of liini a lilLlo, nay, in one doliio, lioiiig sliarp 

' Kriedtiiill’n I.t-llers lo I,co|uild, in Orlieli, ii. 431, 435 {(Mi-iOlli Deccmlmr 
D'tSb 

* Sts; Map (Two First Silesimi Wars), nluml of vol, iv. ; ntid I’lan, p. 180. 

Vtll.. V. M 
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strenuous fellows^ they threw his rear into some confusion ; cut-off 
certain carts and prisoners, and the life of one brave General, Lieutenant- 
General Roel, who had charge there. ‘ Spurring one’s trot into a 
gallop ! This cornea of your fast marching, of your spurring beyond the 
rules of war ! ’ thinks Old Leopold ; and Friedrich, who knows other- 
wise, is very angry for a moment. 

But indeed the crisis is pressing. Prince Karl is across the Metal 
Mountains, nearing Dresden from the east ; Friedrich strikes into march 
for the same point by Meissen, so soon as the Bridge is his. Old Leopold 
is advancing thither from the westward, — steadily hour by hour ; Dresden 
City the fateful goal. There, — in these middle days of December 1746 
(Highland Rebellion just whirling-back from Derby again, ‘ the London 
shops shut for one day’), — it is clear there will be a big and bloody game 
played before we are much older. Very sad indeed ; but Count Briihl 
is not persuadable otherwise. By slumbering und sluggarding, over 
their money-tills and flesh-pots ; trying to take evil for good, and to say, 
‘It will do,’ when it will not do, respectable Nations come at last to be 
governed by Briihls ; cannot help themselves ; — and get their backs 
broken in consequence. Why not? Would you have a Nation live 
forever that is content to be governed by Bruhls? 'The gods are wiser ! 
— It is now the 13th ; Old Dessauer tramping forward, hour by hour, 
towards Dresden and some field of Fate. 


On Tuesday 14th, by break of day, Old Dessauer gets ou march 
again; in four columns, in battle order; steady all day, — hard winter 
weather, ground crisp, and flecked with snow. The Pass at Neustadt, 
‘ his cavalry went into it at full gallop ’ ; but found nobody there. That 
night he encamps at a place called Rbhrsdorf ; which may be eight miles 
west-by-north from Dresden, as the crow flies ; and ten or more, if you 
follow the highway round by Wilsdruf on your right. The real direct 
Highway from Meissen to Dresden is on the other side of the Elbe, and 
keeps by the River-bank, a fine level road ; but on this western side, 
where Leopold now is, the road is inland, and goes with a bend. 
Leopold, of course, keeps command of this road ; his columns are on 
both sides of it. River on their left .at some miles distance ; and inces- 
santly ej^ect to find Rutowski, drawn-out ou favourable ground some- 
where. 'The country is of fertile, but very broken character ; intersected 
by many brooks, making obliquely towards the Elbe (obliquely, with a 
’ country always mounting, till here about 
^hrsdorf we seem to have almost reached the watershed, and the 
brooks make for the Elbe, leaning Dresden way. Good posts abound in 

Sic r its villages and brooks, with its thickets, 

hedges and patches of swamp. But Rutowski has not api, eared any 
where, during this 'l uesday. “uy 



Our four columnSj tlierefore, lie all night, under arms, about Rohrs- 
dorf : and again by morrow’s dawn are astir in the old order, crunching 
far and wide the frozen ground ; and advance, charged to the muzzle 
with potential battle. Slightly upwards always, to the actual watershed 
of the country ; leaving WiJsdruf a little to their right. Wilsdruf is 
liardly past, when see, from this broad tableland, top of the country : 

‘ Yonder is Rutowski, at last and this new Wednesday will be a day ! ’ 
Y onder, sure enough ; drawn-out three or four miles long ; with his 
right to the Elbe, his left to that intricate Village of Kesselsdorf; 
bristling with cannon ; deep gullet and swampy brook in front of him ; 
the strongest post a man could have chosen in those parts. 

The Village of Kesselsdorf itself lies rather in a hollow j in the slight 
beginning, or uppermost extremity, of a little Valley or Dell, called the 
Tschoneugrund, — which, with its quaggy brook of a Tschone, wends 
north-eastward into the Elbe, a course of four or five miles : a little 
Valley very deep for its length, and getting altogether chasmy and pre- 
cipitous towards the Elbo-ward or lower end. Kesselsdorf itself, as we 
said, is mainly in a kind of hollow : between Old Leopold and Kessels- 
dorf the ground rather mounts ; and there is perceptibly a flat knoll or 
rise at the head of it, w'here the Village begins. Some trees there, and 
abundance of cannon and grenadiers at this moment. It is the south- 
western or leftmost point of Rutowski’s line ; impregnable with its 
cannon-batteries and grenadiers. Rightward Rutowski extends in long 
lines, with the quaggy dell of Tschoneugrund in front of him, parallel 
to him ; Dell over deepening ns it goes. North-eastward, at the extreme 
right, or Elbe point of it, where Griine and the Austrians stand, it has 
grown so chasmy, we judge that Griine can neither advance nor be 
advanced upon : so we leave him standing there, — which he did all day, 
in a purely meditative posture. Rutowski numbers 35,000, now on this 
ground, with immensity of cannon ; 32,000 we, with only the usual 
field-artillery, and such a I'schonengrund, with its half-frozen quagmires 
ahead, A ticklish case for the old man, as he grimly reconnoitres it, in 
the winter morning. 

Grim Old Dessauer having reconnoitred, and rapidly considered, 
decides to try it, — what else? — will range himself on the west side of 
that Tschouengrund, horse and foot ; two lines, wide as Rutowski oppo- 
site him ; but means to direct his main and prime effort against Kessels- 
dorf, which is clearly the key of the position, if it can be taken. For 
which end the Old Dessauer lengthens himself out to rightward, so as to 
outflank Kesselsdorf; — neglecting Griine (refusing Griine, as the soldiers 
say) : — “^our horse of the right wing reached from the Wood called 
Lerchenbusch {Larch-Bush) rightward as far as Freyberg road ; foot all 
between that Lerchenbusch and the big Birch-tree on the road to 
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AV^iJsdruf; horse of the left wiug-, from there to Iloitsch.’ ^ It wbs about 
two p.M. before the old man got all his deployments completed ; what 
corps of his, deploying this way or that, came within wind of Kessels- 
dorf, were saluted with camion, thirty pieces or more, which are in 
Ij.'ittery, in three batteries, on the knoll there; but otherwise no fighting 
as yet. At two, the Old Dessauer is complete ; he reverently doffs his 
hat, as had always been his iront, in prayer to God, before going in. A 
grim fervour of prayer is in his heart, doubtless ; thougli the words as 
reported are not very regular or orthodox . ‘ 0 Herr Gott, help mo yet 
this once ; let me not be disgraced in my old days J Or if thou wilt not 
help me, don't help those HundsuSgle’ (damned Scoundrels, so to speak), 
‘ but leave us to try it ourselves ! ’ That is the Old Scandanavian of a 



Dessauer’s prayer ; a kind of Godurhe too. Priest ns well ns Captain: 
1 rayer mythically true as given; m>'thical!y, not otherwise. ’ Which 
done, he waves his hat once, ‘On, in God's name !’ and the storm is 
loose. Iru.ssian right wing pushing grandly forward, bent in tliat 
manner, to take Kessolsdorf and its fire-throats in flank. 

Ihe lrussians tramp-on with the usual grim-browed resolution, foot 

dnrf Prolilem at that Kessels- 

under cor,.' * ^trenched batteries, and numerous grenadiers figliting 
u^ r cover. The ver y ground is sore against them; uphill, and tho 


a present. See Plan above. 

Kanke, m. 334 it. 



Thirty-one big guns, and about 9,000 small, pouring-out mere death on 
you, from that knoll-head. The Prussians stagger ; cannot stand it ; 
bend to rightwards, and get out of shot-range ; cannot manage it this 
bout. Rally, reinforced ; try it again. Again, with a will ; but again 
there is not a way. The Prussians are again repulsed ; fall back, down 
this slippery course, in more disorder than the first time. Had the 
Saxons stood still, steadily handling arms, how, on such terms, could the 
Prussians ever have managed it ? 

But at sight of this second repulse, the Saxon grenadiers, and 
especially one battalion of Austrians who were there (the only Austrians 
who fought this day), gave a shout 'Victory!' — and in the height of 
their enthusiasm, rushed-out, this Austrian battalion first and the Saxons 
after them, to charge these Prussians, and sweep the world clear of 
them. It was the ruin of their battle; a fatal bollahing before you are 
o>it of the wood. Old Leopold, quick as thought, noticing the thing, 
hurls cavalry ou these victorious down-plunging grenadiers ; slashes 
them asunder, into mere recoiling whirlpools of ruin; so that 'few of 
them got back unwounded ’ ; and the Prussians storming-in along with 
them, — aided by ever new Prussians, from beyond the Tschonengrund 
even, — the place was at length carried ; and the Saxon battle became 
hopeless. 

For, their right being in such hurricane, the Prussians from the centre, 
as we hint, storm forward withal ; will not be held-back by the 
Tschonengrund. They find the Tschonengrund (luaggy in the extreme, 

' brook frozen at the sides, but waist-deep of liquid mud in the centre ' ; 
cross it, nevertheless, towards the upper part of it, — young Moritz of 
Dessau leading the way, to help his old Father in extremity. They 
climb the opposite side, — quite slippery in places, but 'helping one 
another up'; — uo Saxons there till you get fairly atop, which was an 
oversight on the Saxon part. Fairly atop, Moritz is saluted by the 
Saxons with diligent musket-volleys ; but Moritz also has musket-volleys 
in him, bayonet-charges in him ; eager to help his old Papa at this hard 
pinch. Old Pai)a has the Saxons in flank ; sends more and ever more 
other cavalry in on them ; and in fact, the right wing altogether storms 
violently through Kesselsdorf, and sweeps it clean. Whole regiments 
of the Saxons are made prisoners; Roofs Light Horse we see there, 
taking standards ; cutting violently in to avenge Rdefs death, and the 
affront they had at Meissen lately. Furious Moritz on their front, from 
across tlio Tschonengrund ; furious Roel {ghost of Riiel) and otliers in 
their flank, through Kesselsdorf : uo standing for the Saxons longer. 

About nightfnll,— their horse having made poorish fight, tliough the 
foot had stood to it like men,— they roll universally away. The Prussian 


had t)iere remained another hour of daylight^ the Saxon Army had been 
one wide ruin. Hidden in darkness, the Saxon Army ebbed confusedly 
towards Dresden : with the loss of 6,000 prisoners and 3,000 killed and 
wounded : a completely beaten Army. It is the last battle the Saxons 
fought as a Nation,— or probably will fight. Battle called of Kessehs- 
dorf ; Wednesday 16th December 1745. 

Prince Karl had arrived at Dresden the night before ; heard 
all this volleying and cannonading, from the distance ; but 
did not see good to interfere at all. Too wide apart, some 
say ; quartered at unreasonably distant villages, by some 
irrefragable ignorant War-clerk of Brlihl’s appointing, — fatal 
Briihl. Others say, his Plighness had himself no mind ; and 
made excuses that his troops were tired, disheartened by the 
two beatings lately, — what will become of us in case of a 
third or fourth ! It is certain, Prince Karl did nothing. 
Nor has Grune’s corps, the right wing, done anything except 
meditate : — it stood there unattacked, unattacking ; till deep 
in the dark night, when Rutowski remembered it, and sent it 
order to come home. One Austrian battalion, that of 
grenadiers on the knoll at Kesselsdorf, did actually fight ; — ■ 
and did begin that fatal outbreak, and quitting of the post 
there ; ‘ which lost the Battle to us 1 ’ say the Saxons. 

Had those grenadiers stood in tlieir place, there is no 
Pnissian but admits that it would have been a terrible 
business to take Kesselsdorf and its batteries. But they did 
not stand ; they rushed-out, shouting ‘ Victory’ ; and lost us 
the battle. And that is the good we have got of the sublime 
Austrian Alliance ; and that is the pass our grand scheme of 
Partitioning Prussia has come to ? Fatal little Briihl of the 
three hundred and sixty-five clothes-suits ; Valet fatally 
become divine in Valethood, — are not you costing youi' 
Country dear ! 

Old Dessauer, glorious in the last of his fields, lay on his 
arms all night in the posts about ; three bullets through his 
roquelaure, no scratch of wound upon the old man. Young 


iVLontz too had a bullet through his coat-skirt, and three 
horses shot under him ; but no hurt, the Almighty’s grace 
preserving him.’ ^ This Moritz is the Third of the Brothers, 
age now thirty-three ; and we shall hear considerably about 
him in times coming. A lean, tall, austere man ; and, ‘ of 
all the Brothers, most resembled his Father in his ways.’ 
Prince Dietrich is in Leipzig at present ; looking to that 
contribution of 50,00OZ. ; to that, and to other contributions 
and necessary matters ; — and has done all his fighting (as it 
chanced), though he survived his Brothers many years. Old 
Papa will now get his discharge before long (quite suddenly, 
one morning, by paralytic stroke, 7th April 1747); and rest 
honourably with the Sons of Thor.^ 


CHAPTER XV 

[•KACK OF imr.SOKN ; FlUEORICH DOES MARCH HOME 

Funcniuoii himself had got to Meissen, Tuesday 14th; no 
enemy on his road, or none to speak of. Friedrich was 
there, or not yet far across, all Wednesday ; collecting him- 
.self, waiting, on the .slip, for a signal from Old Leopold. 
Sound of cannon, up the Elbe Dre.sden-ward, is reported 
there to Friedrich, that afternoon ; cannon, sure enough, 
notes Friedrich ; and deep dim-rolling peals, as of volleying 
small-arms ; ‘ the sky all on fii-e over there,’ as the hoar- 
frosty evening fell. Old Leopold busy at it, seemingly. That 
is the glare of the Old Dessauer’s countenance ; who is giving 
voice, in that manner, to the earthly and the heavenly powers ; 
concpiering Peace for us, let us hope ! 

1 feliiziige, i. 434. 

'■* Young Leopold, the successor, died l6th December I 75 l) age fifty-two; 
Dietrich (who had thereupon quitted soldiering to take charge of his Nephew 
left minor, and did not resume it), died 2d December 1769 ; Moritz (soldier to 
the last), nth April 1760. See Militair-Uxikon, i. 43. 34. 3 ®i 47- 



I Ulf O-LXjXJkJX .Cl, XI TT XX 11. LOVJ^JlV A.V4 

[i8th.a5th Dec. 1745 

Friedrich, as may be supposed, made his best speed next 
morning ; ‘ All well ! ’ say the messengers ; all well, says Old 
Leopold, whom he meets at Wilsdruf, and welcomes with 
a joyful embrace; ‘dismounting from his horse, at sight of 
Leopold, and advancing to meet him with doffed hat and 
open arms,’ — and such words and treatments, that day, as 
made the old man’s face visibly shine. ‘ Your Highness shall 
conduct me ! ’ And the two made survey together of the 
actual Field of Kesselsdorf ; strewn with the ghastly wrecks 
of battle, — many citizens of Dresden strolling about, or 
sorrowfully seeking for their lost ones among the wounded 
and dead. No hurt to these poor citizens, who dread none ; 
help to them rather : such is Friedrich’s mind, — concerning 
which, in the Anecdote-Books, there are Narratives (not 
worth giving) of a vapidly romantic character, credible though 
inexact.' Friedrich, who may well be pi'ofuse of thanks and 
praises, charms the Old Dessauer while they walk together ; 
brave old man with his holed roquelaure. For certain, he 
has done the work there, — a great deal of work in his 
time ! Joy looks through his old rough face, of gunpowder 
colour : the Herr Gott has not delivered him to those 
damned Scoundrels in the end of his days. — On the morrow, 
Friday, Leopold rolled grandly forward upon Dresden ; 
Rutowski and Prince Karl vanishing into the Metal Moun- 
tains, by Pirna, for Bohemia, at sound of him, — as he had 
scarcely hoped they would. 

On the Saturday evening, Dresden, capable of not the 
least defence, has opened all its gates, and Friedrich and 
the Prussians are in Dresden ; Austrians and wrecked Saxons 
falling -back diligently towards the Metal Mountains for 
Bohemia, diligent to clear tire road for him. Queen and 
Junior Princes are here ; to whom, as to all men, Friedrich 
is courtesy itself; making personal visit to the Royalties, 
appointing guards of honour, sacred respect to the Royal 

' For the indisputable part, see Orlich, it. 343, 344 ; and CEuvrts dt FrMric, 
ui. 170. 




private mansion. 

‘ Tluit ferocious, false, ambitions King of Prussia’ Well 

he is not to be mined in open fight, on the contrary is 
ruinous there ; nor by the cunningest ambuscades, and secret 
combinations, in field or cabinet : our overwhelming Winter 
Invasion of him — sec where it has ended ! Brlihl and Polish 
Majesty, — the nocturnal sky all on fire in those parts, and 
loud general doomsday come,— are a much-illuminated pair 
of gentlemen. 

Prom the time Meissen Bridge was lost, Prince Karl too 
showing himself so languid, even Briihl had discerned that 
the case was desperate. On the very day of Kesselsdorf, — 
not the day bafore, which would have been such a thrift to 
Briihl and others ! — Friedrich had a Note from Villiers, 
signifying joyfully that his Polish Majesty would accept 
Peace, 'i’hauks to his Polish Majesty : — and after Kessels- 
dorf, perhaps the Empress-Queen too will ! Friedrich’s offers 
are precisely what they were, what they have always been ; 
‘Oonvention of Hanover; that, in ail its parts; old Ti'eaty 
of Breslau, to be guaranteed, to be actually kept. To me 
Silesia sure ; — from you, Polish Majesty, one million crowns 
as damages for the trouble and cost this Triple Ambuscade 
of yours has given me; one million crowns, 150,0001. we 
will say ; and all other requisitions to cease on the day of 
signature. These are rny terms : accept these ; then wholly, 
As yon were, Empress-Queen and you, and all surviving 
creatures : and I march home within a week.’ Villiers speeds 
rapidly from Prag, with the due olive-branch ; with Count 
Harrach, experienced Austrian, and full powers. Hai-rach 
cannot believe his senses : ‘ Such the terms to be still granted, 
after all these beatings and reheatings ! ’ — then at last does 
believe, with stiff thankfulness and Austrian bows. The 
Negotiation need not occupy many hours. 

‘ His Majesty of Prussia was far too hasty with this Peace,’ 


finished before Uu' Yenr wns tlone': in fnet, Ive kmnvs his 
own mind, nion Vitiufi, iiud timl, is w)nit lew {lo. ^ on 

slienr-tlirougli no end of coliwelis witli tlmt line iinplenient, 
n wisely fixed vesolulion of your own. A I’enee slow enou|fh 
for Vafori nnd U\e French ; ^vhtnv could that he luokerl for? 
— Valori is at Berlin, in eoni|ilele disgraei' ; his Most I’hristiun 
King having behaved so like a 'I'lirk of late, \nlori, liorror- 
struek at such Peace, what shall he do to i>ifvent it, to 
retard it? One ellovt at least. D'Arget. his Sca-relarv, 
stolen at Jaromir/, is safe hack to him ; ingenious, ingenuous 
JPAi'get was always a favourite willi Friedrich : despatch 
JPArget to him. D'Arget is despatched ; with reasons, wilh 
re.monstrauees, with eonsideralioiiH ! D’Arget ’s Narrative is 
given ; an ingenuous oll'-hand Piece. ; •• poiu' little cn'.vice, 
through which thero is still to he had, singularly (dear, and 
credible in every point, a direet glimpse of Friedrieh's own 
thoughts, in llwvt mniiy-.sounding Dresden, so loud, that 
week, with dinner-iiarties, wilh ujK'vas, halls, Prussian war- 
dnnns, grand-parad(‘s and Peace •negoliat ions. 

77n' iVitfur D'Avf^ri to I'litilkoa/ Volori (at Berlin) 

‘ I >r, 'Hill'll, 17'lfl ' (‘ls('’l''*i> iiiHHt b« 

IMth ftsti !(.*itlt). 

'Moiisnlgnour, — I nrrivnd yeslenluj' nt 7 c m. ; ns I lisil the limiour of 
forowuniiiifr you, liy llui word I wrote lo tlie Aldie' (novor mind wlmt 
Ablic ; nnothiir Viilori-tJlerk) 'from .Smim'iiwiilde' (my Imlfwsy liousa 
botwoon IJorlin mid this (Ml.y). '1 went, first of fill, lo M. do V'luigro- 

mind,' our lOnvoy boro ; 'who bud thii goodmuis to 0(1011 liimsolf to mo 
on tbo ItiiHinosH now on hmid. In my n|iinion, riotbing rsn bo mldnl to 
tho oxcollont conNidornlionH ho lies boeii urging on tbo King of Prussia 
and tlio (,‘ount do Podowils. 

'At biilf-])iiHt 0 , I wont lo bis Prussimi Mnjesly's j I found be wm 
ongiigod with bis (.'oiioort,' — lodgos in the I.ubomlrski Psbice, liss Ills 
Buiitoli of mulody in tbo ovoning of sueh disoordiinl days,- ' and I could 
not 800 him till al’Lor lialf-iiast 0 . I anmmnrod mysolf lo M, Kicliol ; 
bo was too ovorwbolmod wltli alfuirs to give mo iimlionro, I askod 
lor Count llothonlmrg ; lie was at cards with tbo Princess Imbomlrski. 


Imiuirrow moriiiii);, inoi-ning of this day. M. do Vaugrenaud had been 
HO good as proiiaro ino on the ruinoiirs of a Peace witli Saxony and the 
Queoji of Hungary. I wont to M. Podoirils; who said a great many 
liind thingH to mo for you. 1 could only sketcli-out tho matter, at that 
time ; and ro))resontcd to Podowils the brilliant position of his Master, 
who had bcconio Arbiter of tho Peace of Europe ; that the moment was 
coino for making this Peace a General one, and that perhaps there would 
1)0 I'oom for ro])onta]rco afterwards if tho opportunity ivore slighted. He 
.said, his Master’s object was that same ; and thus closed the conversation 
by geuornl (luostions. 

"rhis morning, I again presented myself at the King of Prussia’s. I 
liad to wait, and wait ; in lino, it was not till half-past fi in tho ovoning 
tiint ho rotiirnod, or gave mo adinittnneo; and I stayed with him till 
after 7, ’ --when Concort-Umo was at hand again. Liston to a remarkabie 
Dialogue, of tho Coiniuoriiig Hero will) a huinblo Friend whom he likes. 

‘ His Majesty coiulosoondod (a dair/nt!) to enter with mo into all manner of 
details i and hognn l)y tolling mo, 

' “'riint M. do Valoi'i had done admirably not to come, hlmsolf, with 
Unit Letter from tho King" (Most Christian, our King; Letter, the 
siokiy Hooumout above spoken of); “that there could not have been 
an Answer expected, — tho IjOttor being almost of ironical strain ; his 
Majesty'’ (Most Christian) “not giving him tho least hope, but merely 
talking of his lino gonins, and how that would extricate him from the 
perilous entiuiglomuut, and Inapiro him with a wiso resolution in the 
matter ! ’i'hat ho had, in cifoot, taken a resolution the wisest he could ; 
and WHS making his Peace with Saxony end tho Qiioon of Hungary, 
'rinit ho had (bit all tho dangers of tho difficult situations he had been 
in,’’ — shoor destruction yawning all round him, in lingo immiuenoy, 
more than once, and no friend hooding ; — “ that, weary of playing always 
douI)lo-or-(iuitH, ho had dotorininod to end it, and get into a state of 
trauiiuillity, whlcli lioth himself and his People had such need of. That 
Kranco could not, without dilllculty, have remedied his mishaps ; and 
that ho saw by tho King’s Letter, there was not oven tho wish to do it. 
'rhat ids, Friedrich’s, military career was complotod," — so far as he could 
foresee or decide ! ‘‘'That ho would not again expose liis Country to tho 
Caprices of Fortune, wlioso past constancy to him was sulTiciontly astonish- 
ing to raise fears of a reverse {hear!), 'riint his ambitions were fulfilled, 
in having compelled his Enemies to ask Peace from him in their own 
Capital, with the Chancellor of Eohomia" (Harrach, typifying fallen 
Austrian pride) “ obliged to coiipenite. 

' “'I'hat ho would always ho attached to our King’s interests, and set 
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all the value iu the world on Ids friendship ; but that he had not been 
sufficioiilly assisted to be content. Thatj observing henceforth an exact 
neutrality, he might be enabled to do offices of mediation ; and to carry, 
to the one side and to the other, words of peace. That he offered him- 
self for that object, and would be charmed to help iu it ; but that he was 
fi.xed to stop there. That in regard to the basis of General Peace, he had 
Two Ideas’’— (which the reader can attend to, and see where they 
differed from the Event, and where not) : — “ One was. That France 
should keep Ypres, Fumes, Touvnay ” (which I' ranee did not), “giving- 
up the Netherlands otherwise, with Ostend, to the English (to the 
English !), “ in exchange for Capo Breton. The other was. To give-up 
more of our Conquests” (we gave them all up, and got only the glory, 
and our Codfishery, Cape Breton, back, the English being equally 
generous), and bargain for liberty to reestablish Dunkirk in its old con- 
dition ” (not a word of your Dunkirk ; there is your Ca])e Breton, and 
we also will go home with what glory there is, — not difficult to carry!), 
But that it was by England we must make the overtures, without 
addressing ourselves to the Court of Vienna ; and put it in his, Friedrich’s, 
power to propose a receivable Project of Peace. That he well conceived 
the great point was the Queen of Spain ” (Termagant and Jenkins's Ear ; 
Termagant’s Husband, still living, is a lappet of 'Termagant’s self) : “ but 
that she must content herself with Parma and Piacenza for the Infant, 
Don Philip ” (which the Termagant did) ; “ and give back her hold of 
Savoy” (partial hold, of no use to her without the Passes) “to the King 
of Sardinia." And of the Jenkins’ s-Eur question, generous England will 
say nothing Next to nothing j hopes a modicum of putty and diplo- 
matic varnish may close that troublesome que.stion, — which springs, 
meanwhile, in the centre of the world ! — 

''These kind condescensions of his Majesty emboldened mo to repre- 
sent to him the brilliant position he now held ; and how noble it would 
be, after having been the Hero of Germany, to become, instead of one's 
own pacificator, the Pacificator of Europe. “I grant you,” said he, “mon 
cher D’Arget ; but it is too dangerous a part for playing. A reverse 
brings me to the edge of ruin : I know too well the mood of mind 1 was 
in, last time I left Berlin ’’ (with that Three-legged Immensity of Atropos, 
not yet mown-down at Hennersdorf by a lucky cut), “ ever to expose 
myself to it again ! If luck had been against me there, I saw myself a 
Monarch without throne ; and my subjects in the cruelest oj)pressiou. 
A bad game that : always, mere Check to your King ; no other move ; — I 
refer it to you, friend D'Arget: — in fine, I wish to bo at peace.” 

* I represented to him that the House of Austria would nevei", with a 
tranquil eye, see his House in possession of Silesia. “Those that come 
after me, said he, “will do as they like ; the Future is beyond man's 
reach. 'Those that come after will do as they can, I have acquired i it 
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the end, continuea loyaiiy tu mo - 

in correspondence with him. Had got, before long, not through Fried- 
rich's influence at Paris, some small Appointment in the Book JUihfairc 
there. He is, of all the Frenchmen Friedrich had about him, with the 
exception of D'Argens alonoj the most honest-hearted. The above 
Letter, lucid, innocent, modest, altogether rational and practical, is a 
fair specimen of D’Arget ; add to it the prompt self-sacrifice (and in that 
fine silent way) at Jaromirz for Valori, and readers may conceive the 
man. He lived at Paris, in meagre but contented fashion. Rue de TEcole 
Militaire, till 1778 and seems, of all the Ex-Prussian Frenchmen, to 
have known most about Friedrich ; and to have never spoken any falsity 
against him. Duvernet, the “M * *” Biographer of Voltaire, fre- 
quented him a good deal ; and any true notions, or glimmerings of such, 
that he has about Prussia, are probably ascribable to D’ Argot.’ ' 

The Treaty of Dresden can be read in Scholl, Flassan, 
Rousset, Adelung ; but, except on compulsion, no creature 
will now read it, — nor did this Editor, even he, find it pay. 
Peace is made. Peace of Dresden is signed, Christinas Day 
1745 ; ‘To me Silesia, without farther treachery or trick; 
you, wholly as you were.’ Europe at large, as Friedrich had 
done, sees ‘ the sky all on fire about Dresden.’ The fierce big 
battles done against this man have, one and all of them, be- 
come big defeats. The strenuous machinations, high-built 
plans cunningly devised, — the utmost sum-total of what the 
Imperial and Royal Potencies can, for the life of them, do : 
behold, it has all tumbled-down here, in loud crash ; the 
final peal of it at Kesselsdorf ; and the con.summatiou is flame 
and smoke, conspicuous over all the Nations. You will let 
him keep his own henceforth, then, will you Silesia, which 
was not yours nor ever shall be ? Silesia and no afterthought ? 
The Saxons sign, the high Plenipotentiaries all ; in the eyes of 
Viiliei-s, I am told, were seen sublimely pious tears. Harrach, 
bowing with stiff, almost incredulous, gratitude, sweai's and 
signs ; — hurries home to his Sovereign Lady, with Peace, and 
such a smile on his face ; and on her Imperial Majesty’s such 
a smile ! — readers shall conceive it. 

* See CEuvrts dc Fridlric, xx. (p. xii. of Preface to the D'Arget Com- 
tpcnJence there). 
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this manner!’ Prom considerable Collections of Anecdotes 
illustrating this fact, in a way now fallen vapid to us, — I 
select only the Introduction : 

'Do readers recollect Friedrich’s first visit to Dresden’ (in 17 ^), 
seventeen years ago ; and a certain charming young Countess Flemming, 
at that time only fourteen ; who, like a Hebe ns she was, contrived 
beautiful surprises for him, and among other things presented him, so 
gracefully, on the part of August the Strong, with his first flute ? ’ — ^No 
reader of this History can recollect it; nor indeed, except in a mythic 
sense, believe it ! A young Countess Flemming (daughter of old Feld- 
marschall Flemming) doubtless there might be, who presented him a 
flute j but as to his first flute — ? — 'That same charming young Countess 
Flemming is still here, age now thirty-one ; charming, more than ever, 
though now under a changed name ; having wedded a Von Raoknit/. 
(Supreme Gentleman-Usher, or some such thing) a few years ago, and 
brought him children and the usual felicities. How much is changed ! 
August the Strong, where is lie; and his famous Tliree hundred and 
fifty-four, Enchantress Orzelska and the others, where are they ! 
Enchantress Orzelska wedded, quarrelled, and is in a convent: her 
charming destiny concluded. Rutowski is not now in the Prussian 
Army : he got beaten, Wednesday last, at Kesselsdorf, fighting against 
that Army. And the Chevalier do Saxe, he too was beaten there ; — 
clambering now across the Metal Mountains, ask not of him. And the 
Marechal de Saxe, he takes Cities, fights Battles of Foutenoy, "mumbling 
a lead bullet all day” ; being dropsical, nearly dead of debaucheries ; the 
most dissolute (or probably so) of all the Sons of Adam in his day. 
August the Physically Strong is dead. August the Spiritually Weak is 
fled to Prag with his Briihl. And we do not come, this time, to get n 
flute; but to settle the account of Victories, and give Peace to Nations. 
Strange, here as always, to look back, — to look round or forward, — 
in the mad huge whirl of that loud-roaring Loom of Time ! — One of 
the (.ouiitess Racknitz s Sons happened to leave Manuscript Diaries’ 
frather feeble, not too exact-looking), 'and gives us, from Mamma’s 
reminiscences' * * Not a word more. ^ 

The Peace, we .said, was signed on Christmas-day. Next 
da\, Sunday, Friedrich attended Sermon in the Kreuzkirche 
(I rotestant High-Church of Dresden), attended Opera withal ; 
and on Monday morning had vanished out of Dresden, as all 
his people had done, or were diligently doing. Tiie.sday, he 
’ Rodenbeck, BeyCrdge, i. 440 et seq. 


with the Prince of Prussia, whose it now is ; got into his 
open carriage again, with the said Prince and his other 
Brother Ferdinand ; and drove swiftly homeward. Berlin, 
drunk with joy, was all out on the streets, waiting. On the 
Heath of Britz, four or five miles hitherward of Berlin, a body 
of young gentlemen (‘ Merchants mostly, who had riclden-out 
so far’) saluted him with ‘ Vival Friedrich der Grosse (Long 
live Friedrich the Great) ! ’ thrice over ; — as did, in a less 
articulate manner, Berlin with one voice, on his arrival there ; 
Burgher Companies lining the streets ; Population vigorously 
shouting ; Pupils of the Kbln Gymnasium, with Clerical and 
School Functionaries in mass, breaking-out into Latin Song : 

' Vimt, vivat Pridericus Reoe ; 

Vinnt Auyusius, Magnut, Felixi, Patri-a /' 

and what not.^ On reaching the Portal of the Palace, 

his Majesty stept down ; and, glancing round the Schloss-Platz 
and the crowded windows and simmeinng multitudes, saluted, 
taking-off his hat ; which produced such a shout, — naturally 
the loudest of all. And so exit King, into his interior. 
Tuesday, 2-3 r.M., 28th December 1746 : a King new- 
christened in the above manner, so far as people could. 

Illuminated Berlin shone like noon, all that night (the 
beginning of a Gaudeamxis which lasted miscellaneously for 
weeks) : — but the King stole away to see a friend who was 
dying ; that poor Duhan de Jaudun, his early Schoolmaster, 
who had suffered much for him, and whom he always much 
loved. Duhan died, in a day or two. Poor Jordan, poor 
Keyserling (the ‘ Cesarion ’ of young days) : them also he has 
lost ; and often laments, in this otherwise bright time.^ 

' Preuss, i. 220; who cites Beschreibung (‘Description of his Majesty’s 
Triumphant Entry, on the ’ etc.) and other Contemporai-y Pamphlets. Roden- 
beck, i. 124. 

“ In CEuvres, xvii. 288; xviii. 141 ; ti. 142 (painfully tender Letters to Frau 
von Camas and others, on these events). 
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Frikdiuoii hns now climlicil Ihc nml M-rt IhiiimH on 

the upper tRl)lc'lniitl oi‘ Virtorv nml StH'> < v, . hi'. »|r iiM Kito lifr- 
ancl-cleath stnig^k’H triiiiii[iliHiilly nitlol. \^ hnl mav tir 
ahead, nobody Uuowh ; 1ml. hfiv is fnir tmlltMik tlml lu« 
enemies and Austria ilself Inur luwl ciumj'h of Idm. No 
wringing of hi.s Silesia from this ' tmd Mon.’ Not to Iw 
ovei'.set, this one, hy never sueh exm tioni ; nverM ts a.*, on the 
contrary, plunge.s us heels-over hend into the illleh, ho t)fleii 
as we like to apply to him; nuthing hut heavy liealiiig.s, 
disastrous breaking of crowii.s, to lu’ hml on trying there! 
‘Five Victories!’ os Voltaire kts-pi e«innting on liis liiiger.*i, 
with upturned eyes, — IMollwilr, ClmtuHit/, Stiiegmi, Sohr, 
Kesselsdorf (the last done hy Anhalt ; hut omitting Ileimeit.- 
dorf, and that sudden slitting of the hig Snxtm'Air.triau 
Projects into a cloud of fealhei'a, a« line a feat ns any), -• 
‘Five Victories!’ eouiiLs Voltaire; oaliing on eveiyhoiiy (or 
everybody but Fricdi'ieh himself, who is ejiiilv •.nleil with that 
kind of thing) to admire. In the wuihl are many opinioiis 
about Friedidch. In Austria, for iuslanee, sAm! un opinioi; ; 
sinister, gloomy in the extreme ; or in Fnglund, ivltieh dei ive.s 
rom Austria, — only with mldiLional dimnesH, and witli 



gloomy imw iivovm’jiliouH tii iti own liffon' long! Many 

opinions aliiml I'vii'tliiol), all tlim «‘un(igli ; Inil tliis, tluik lie 
is n very (li'iinm for tiKl>ting, nml the ntoutesl King walking 
the Kiuili just now. imu well 1 m- h uiiiveisnl ono. A nmu 
butter not Im imahiletl with, it he will he ut jictu’f, oh he 
|)roles.sus to wish being. 

I'Viediieh m’eoriliiigiy is not i«etl«|ltti with, or not openly 
medtlleil with; and Ims for Ihe 'IVu or Kle\en yenrH eoniing, 
n time of peilVet extenml IVa..-. lie himself in decided « not 
to light with a nit,‘ if In- enu get the pe/nv kept; and for 
about eight years hop'"* eoiilideully tliat llii.s, hv good 
mmmgcmenl, will eonliiine p.milde ; till, in the last tlirco 
years, eleelrie syinploiiH dtd again tliselow themselve.s, and 
such hopi' more and mole died away. It is well known thero 
lay in the fali's n 'I'hinl Hdedan War for him, worae than 
both the olheis; whieh is now the main segment of hiw 
Ilislory Hlill lying aheui for m-, wen- this ll/deyon Period 
done. Halcyon I'eriod eounis hom (‘!ui'*lnms=diiy, Dreaden, 
174.0, ‘from this tlai, IV<i<e in the end of my life!' had 
been Kriediich's fund Iiojm-. Htil on the Dth day of 
iScipleinlier hViediieh was agiuii entering Dro.sden 

(Saxony some Iwehe da\’i hefmei . und the (“rowning Hlrnggle 
of hi.s Life was, heMind alt expeetat ion, found to he atill 
lying (diead for him, awhdly thihimi'i for .‘'even ^■earH there- 
after !— - 


I'Vieth'ieh'.s History during Hii» intervening Haleytm or 
Peace Period iinisl, in some way. la- made known to reiulera : 
t)Ut for a gu’al maoy reasons, espermlly at pifseiit, it l>ehove.s 
to he given in enniptessiit foint ; ridttlialalown, to an immenHO 
exteni, imt of tlio-.i- sail I’lossiao Jlt pir.ifories, where tlie grain 
of perenniid, of signiliianl and otilt memondde, liea ovor- 
wlielined mater vuldnsli iiionnlaiiei of the fairly extinct, the 
poisoiumsly dusty tital forgcltnhle ; Jih Iliunnti! Which 
indi.speiisalile pieliuiiinnv pimrsn, Imw can an l’’.ngliHh Kditor, 
at tlus time, do it ; no Putssian, at any lime, having thought 
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of trying it ! From a painful Predecessor of mine, I collect, 
rummaging among his dismal Paper-masses, the following 
'JThree Fragments, worth reading here : 

1°. 'Friedrich was as busy, in those Years, as in tlio generality of his 
life ; and his actions, and salutary conquests over difficulties, wore many, 
profitable to Prussia and to himself. Very well worth keeping in mind. 
But not fit for History ; or at least only fit in the siiininary form ; to ho 
delineated in little, with large generic strokes, — if we had the means ; — 
such details belonging to tlio Prussian Antiquary, rathor than to the 
English Historian of Friedrich in our day. A hajipy Ton Years of time. 
Perhaps the time for Montesquieu’s apliorism, " Happy the People wlioso 
Annals are blank in History-Books ! ” The Prussian Antiquary, had ho 
once got any image formed to himself of J''riedricli, and of Fidodrich's 
History in its human lineaments and organic sequoncoa, will glean many 
memorabilia in those Years ; which his readers then (and not till then) 
will be able to intercalate in their places, and got human good of. But 
alas, while there is no intelligible human image, iiotliing of lineaments 
or organic sequences, or other than a jumbled mass of Historical Marine- 
Stores, presided over by Dryasdust and Human Stupor (unsorted, 
unlabeWed, tied-up in blind sacks), the very Antiqiwry will have uphill 
work of it, and his readers will often turn round on him witli a gdoomy 
expression of countenance. 

2’. 'Friedrich’s Life, — little as he e.xpected it, that day when lie 
started-up from his ague-fit at Roinsberg, and gras])od the llory 
Opportunity that was shooting past, — is a Life of War. 'I'ho cliief 
memory that will remain of liim is that of a King and man wlio fought 
consummately well. Not Peace and the Muses ; no, that is denied him, 
—though he was so unwilling, always, to think it denied ! But liis Info- 
Task turned-out to be a Battle for Silesia. It consists of Three grand 
Struggles of War. And not for Silesia only; — unconsciously, for wlmt 
far greater things to his Nation and to him ! 

‘Deeply unconscious of it, they were possing their "Trials," Ills 
Nation and he, in the groat Civil-Servicc-Examination Hall of this 
Universe: "Are you able to defend yourselves, then; and to hang 
together cohereiitj against the Avhole world and its iiicohoroncoH niid 
rages?’’ A question which has to he asked of Nations, before they 
oan be recognised as such, and bo baptized into the goiiorul common- 
wealth; they are mere Hordes or accidental Aggregates, till that 
(Question come. Question which this Nation had long been getting 
ready for; which now, under this King, it answered to the satisfaction 
of gods and men : ‘ Yes, Heaven assisting, we can stand on our defence ; 



Upon which has followed 


^orl.1 T-, V‘ I 

iviml wo toiTk-v ISTational Baptism or rather this was the Natioim 
liaptiHin, tills fui-ioui- oue in torrent whirlwinds of lire ; done throe 
Liiiu'H oyor^ -tm Jq or men there was no doubt left. That wan 

i'nw ricli B function in the world ; and a great and memorable one 

nut to Jua own r»rus8ian Nation only, but to Teutschland at largo, for- 

iwcr i»UMnora.l>le. 

‘ ■' 1b '-I'outsctilund a Nation ; is there in Teutschland still a Nation ? 
Aiwtrinj not dislxonestly, but much sunk in superstitions and involuntary 
mriidiu'.itiea, and liable to sink much farther, answers always, in gloomy 

proud Louo, Yes, I am the Nation of Teutschland !” — iiiit is mistaken, 

ttH lurtiB-out. Yor^t is not mendacities, conscious or other, but vorncitios, 
tlml the T>ivine Powers will patronise, or even in the end will put-up 
"ill' ‘it **11- 'W'l-iicb you ought to understand better tlian you do, my 
friiuid. On the great scale and on the small, and in all soasoiis, 

cirrutnHtuiices, scenes and situations wlioro a Son of Adam finds himself, 

tlml iH kruo, and even a sovereign truth. And whoever does n/i^ know it, 

■ liuiiuvii cliavity to him (were such always possible) would bo, that he 
wiue fii I'liisli cd with handcuffs as a part of his outfit in this world, and 
put undoi' guidance of those who do. Yes; to him, I should say, a 
irivut c luvii* of liandcuffs were much uscfuler than a hallot-hox, — wore 


is in 


or Jhanacurts were muen usciuier rnau a iHujui,-in)A.,— 
llutlimcH once settled again, which they are far from lieiug 1 ’ * * 

'Ho that, if there be only Austria for Nation, Teutschland 
uminouH case. Truly so. But there is in 'I'eutsclilund withal, very 
Imu'iiHiiiHnljle to Teutschland, yet authentically present, a Man of the 
priipc Ply unconquerable type; there i.s also a select Population drilled 
Ihr hi in . these two together will prove to you that tlioro is a Nation. 
t'uiuiuoBt of Silesia, Three Silesian Wars; labours and valours au of 
Alriili'H, in vindication of oneself and one’s Silesia : — secretly, how 
uiM'iniHciously, that other and higher Question of Teutschland, and of its 
linvilig in it a, ISTatiou, was Friedrich’s sore task, and his Prussia's at that 
Umo. As '■feiitschland may be perhaps now, in our day, beginning to 
rocogiiiHO ; with hope, with astonishment, poor Teutschland ! ’ * 


.T. *And in fine, leaving all that, there is one thing undcniiihlo : In 
all h II man Nax-i*ative, it is the battle only, and not the victory, that can 
he dwelt npon with advantage. Friedrich has now, liy his Second 
.Sili-Hiivn AYaT*, achieved Greatness : “Friedrich the Great” ; expressly ho 
ilonomiiiated, hy his People and others. The struggle upwards is Iho 
lliiiiituico ; youi" hero once wedded, — to Qlory, or whoever the Brido may 
hOj UiO Romance ends. Precise critics do object, 'I’hat there may still 
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lie diffieulties, new perils and adventures ahead whleh proves 
conspicuously true in this case of ours. And accordingly, our Book 
not being a Romance but a History, let us, with all fidelity, look-out 
what these are, and how they modify our Royal Gentleman who has got 
his wedding done, With all fidelity ,• but with all brevity, no less. 
For, inasmuch as ’ — 

Well, brevity in most cases is desirable. And, privately, 
it must be owned there is another consideration of no small 
weight : That, our Prussian resources falling altogether into 
bankruptcy during Peace-Periods, Nature herself has so 
ordered it, in this instance ! Partly it is our Books (the 
Prussian Diyasdust reaching his acme on those occasions), 
but in part too it is the Events themselves, that are small 
and want importance ; that have fallen dead to us, in the 
huge new Time and its uproars. Events not of flagrant 
notability (like battles or war-passages), to bridle Dryasdust, 
and guide him in some small measure. Events rather which, 
except as characteristic of one memorable Man and King, are 
mostly now of no memorability whatever. Crowd all the.se 
indiscriminately into sacks, and shake them out pell-mell on 
us : that is Dryasdust’s sweet way. As if the largest Marine- 
stores Establishment in all the world had suddenly, on he.st of 
some Necromancer or maleficent person, taken wing upon you ; 
and were dancing, in boundless mad whirl, round your devoted 
head ; — simmering and dancing, very much at its ease ; no- 
whither ; asking t/om cheerfully, ‘ What is your candid opinion, 
then ? ’ ‘ Opinion,’ Heavens ! — 

You have to retire many yards, and gaze with a desperate 
steadiness ; assuring yourself ; ‘ Well, it does, right indisput- 
ably, shadow-forth .^o^/zething. This was a Thing Alive ; and 
did at one time stick together, as an organic Fact on the 
Earth, though it now dances in Dryasdust at such a rate ! ’ 
It is only by self-help of this sort, and long survey, with 
rigorous selection, and extremely extensive exclusion and 
oblivion, that von ffain the lensf lio-Vit i on/^V» on 


To say our little in a not unintelligible manner, and keep the 
rest well hidden, it is all we can do for you ! — ■ 


Friedrich declines the Career of Conquering Hero ; goes into 
Laxu-Refoi"m ; and gets ready a Cottagv. Residence for 
Himself 

Friedrich’s Journey to Pyrmont is the first thing recorded 
of him by the Newspapers. Gone to take the waters ; as he 
did after his former War. Here is what I had noted of that 
small Occurrence, and of one or two others contiguous in date, 
which prove to be of significance in Friedrich’s History. 

‘May 12-17M, 174C,' stiy the old Books, ‘his Majesty sots-oiit for 
Pyrmont, taking Brunswick iiy tlio way ; arrives at Pyrmont May 17tli ; 
stays til! June 8tli ; ’ throe weeks good. ‘Is busy corrospondiiig witii 
the King of France about a General Peace; but, owing to tlio oinbiltor- 
ment of both parties, it was not possible at this time.' 'faking the waters 
at least, and amusing himself. From Brunswick, in passing, ho Imil 
brouglit with him his Brotlier-in-law the reigning Duke; llothonburg 
was there, and Brother Henri j D’Arget expressly ; Fluto-playor Qiiani 
withal, and various musical people; ‘in all, a train of al)ovo sixty 
persons.’ I notice also that Princo Wilholm of Hcsseii was in Pyrmont 
at the time. With whom, one fancies, what speculations there might bo : 
About the late and present War-passages, abouttlie poor Peace Prospects ; 
your Hessian ‘ Siege ' so-called ‘of Blair in Athol' (Gallor/cn now com- 
fortably done), and other cognate topics. ITint is the Pyrmont .fournoy. 

It is no surprise to us to hear, in these months, of now and contiimnl 
attention to Army matters, to Husbandry matters; and to making good, 
on all sides, the ruins left by War. Of rebuilding (at tlio royal exponso) 
‘the town of Schmiedeberg, which bad been burnt;' of rolmilding, and 
repairing from their damage, all Silesian villages and dwellings ; and still 
more satisfactory. How, 'in May 174C, there was, in every Oirclo of tlio 
Country, by e.xact liquidation of Accounts’ (so rapidly got done), ‘exact 
payment made to the individuals concerned, 1”. ‘of all the hay, straw 
and corn that had been delivered to his Majesty’s Armies ; 2°. of all the 
horses that had perished in the King’s work ; 3”. of all the horses stolon 
by the Enemy, and of all the monoy-contributioiiB exacted by the ICiiomy : 
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[lath May I746-I5th Sept. 1747 
payment in ready cash^ and according to tlie rules of justice (baar und 
by liis Majesty. 

It was from Pyrmont, May 1746^ — or more definitely, it was ‘at 
Potsdam early in. tie morning, 15th September,’ following,— that 
Friedrich launched, or shot-forth from its moorings, after much previous 
attempting and preparing, a very great Enterprise ; wliich he has never 
lost sight of since the day he began reigning, nor will till his reign and 
life end : the actual Reform of Law in Prussia. ‘ May 12th, 1746,’ 
Friedrich, on the road to Pyrmont, answers his Chief Law-Minister 
Cocceji’s Report of Practical Plan on this matter: ‘Yes; looks very 
hopeful ! ’ — and took it with him to consider at Pyrmont, during his 
leisure. Much considering of it, then and afterwards, there was. And 
finally, September 16th, early in the morning, Cocceji had an Interview 
with Friedrich ; and the decisive fiat was given: ‘Yes; start on it, in 
God’s name 1 Pommern, whicli they call the Provincia litigiosa; try it 
there first ! ’ ® And Cocceji, a vigorous old man of si.vty-seven, one ot 
the most learned of Lawyers, aud a very Hercules in cleaning Law 
Stables, has, on Friedrich’s urgencies, — which have been repeated on 
every breathing-time of Peace there has been, and even sometimes in the 
middle of War (last January 1746, for example ; and again, express 
Order, January 1740, a fortnight after Pence was signed), — actually 
got himself girt for this salutary work. ‘ lYash me out that horror ot 
accumulation, let us see the old Pavements of the place again. Every 
Lawsuit to be finished within the Year ' ’ 

Cocceji, who had been meditating such matters for n great while,® and 
was himself eager to proceed, in spite of considerable wigged oppositions 
and secret reluctances that there were, did now, on that fiat of September 
I6th, get his Select Commission of Six riddled together and adjoined to 
him, — the likeliest Six that Prussia, in her different Provinces, could 
yield ; — and got the Stllnde of Pommern, after duo committee-ing and 
deliberating, to consent and promise lielp. December Slst, 1746, was 
the day the Stdnde consented : and January 10th, 1747, Cocceji and his 
Six set-out for Pommern. On a longisli Enterprise, in that Province 
and the others ; — of which we shall have to take notice, and give at least 
the dates as they occur. 

To sweep-out pettifogging Attorneys, cancel improper Advocates, to 
regulate Fees ; to war, in a calm but deadly manner, against pedantries, 
circumlocutions and the multiplied forma of stupidity, cupidity and 
human owlery in this department; — and, on the wliolc, to realise from 
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• ‘1st March 1738,’ Friedrich Wilhelm’s ‘Edict ’on Law Reform: Cocceji 
ready at that time ; — but his then Majesty forbore. 



every v.ouri, now niio oinviiniH, - a UeciHiou to all Lawsuits within a 
Year after tluiir iiefriiiiiin^r.’ This latter result, Friedrich thinks, will 
itself ho hiKlily lienefieinl ; and ho tliu sign of all manner of improve- 
iiioiitH. And (loiM'.eji, Hi'imiiing it with those potent law-eyes of his, 
ventures to ass\ire him tliat it will ho possihlo. As, in fact, it proved; 
—honour to Cocceji and his King, and King’s Father withah ‘Samuel 
von ('occoji’ (says an old Note), ‘son of a Law-Professor, and himself 
once such,— was })irked-n|i hy l''l•iellril•.h \Yilliolm, for tlio Official career, 
many years ago, A man of wholosomo, Iiy no means weakly aspect,— 
to judge hy his Portrait, which is the chief “ Biography ” I have of 
him. Potent I'yes and eyehrowa, ditto hlunt nose; honest, almost 
careless lips, and deep chin well dewlaiipcd; oxtonsivo penetrative face, 
not pinceieil togi'tlier, Init potently fallen closed comfortable to see, 
111 a wig of such magnitude. Friedrich, a judge of men, calls him “a 
man of sterling character (rtimfh'y/iviOyriuU droit), whoso qualities would 
have suited the nolilo tiines of tiio Roman llepuhlio." ’ ' Ho has Ins 
Herculean liallli', his Master iind he have, with the Owlorios and the 
vulturous fjaw-Pedrtiitries. -which I always lovo Friedrich for detesting 
ns lie does : -and, during the next five years, tlio world will hoar often of 
('occoji, and of this Pnissiim Law-Uoform hy hViedrich and him. 

His Majesty's exertions to make I’eiico wore not successful; what 
duos lie 111 Ills power Is, to keep out of tlio quarrel himself. It ajipoars 
great liopes were eiilerlaiiicd, Ity some in Kngland, of gaining Friedrich 
over; of making him .Supreme Caplain to the (.'auso of Liberty. And 
pros])ects were held-miL to him, (iiinsi-olfors made, of a really magnifi 
cwit naturo, -undenialde, llunigli ohscure. Herr Raiiko has been among 
the Archives again ; and comes out with fractional snatches of a very 
strange ‘ Paper fnmi Fngluud ' ; ca|iric.ioiiHly hiding all details about it, 
all inlelligilile exiilauulion : so that you In vain ask, ‘ Wliore, Wlien, 
How, lly wlioni ? ' slid cun only guess to yourself that Carteret was 
sumeliow at the liotluiu uf tlie tiling; uul Oartorclus aut Diubolus. 

‘ M'lial would your .Majesty think to lie olected Stmltholdor of Holland ? 
M'illuiut a Stiidtliolder, these Dutch are worth uotliing; not hoistahlo, 
nor of use wlieii lioistuil, nil palavering and pulling dilTerout ways. Must 
have a Studlluilder ; and oiui tliat slaiids firm on some basis of Ills own. 
.Stadlholilcr of Ilidland, King of I’nissiu, — you tlion, in such position, 
take the reins of this pool' tloundering Knglish-Dutch Germanic Anti- 
l'’reiicli M'ar, you ; and drive it in tlio stylo you have. Conquer back the 
Netherlands to us ; I'rencli Nolhorlands as well. French and Austrian 
Nctlicrlainls logetlier, yours in perpetuity, Dutch Stadtholdorato as 
good MS ditto: tiiis, with Prussia and its figliting capabilities, will ho a 

• O'iiivres, iv. 3. 
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plennanl IVolostant tiling. AiiKlriii nirpH liltlo iilimit llui NiilluirlniulH, 
U\ comiiiiriHOU. Airntriu, gi'Uiug Imok it.i [.nrniimi and Alaaco, will bo 
conlont, will 1)0 Htning on ita foot. tVhal if it Hlionhl ovon Iono Italy? 
Franco, Spain, Sardinia, tlio Italian I’ctly l’rinci)ialiti('N and AnarcliioH: 
mippoHU llioy lug and Insslo, and rollapHO thorn aa limy can ? IJut lot 
I'Vanc.o try to look acroHii tho Uhino again ; and to Ihroaton 'routHchland, 
Mngland, and Urn ('au,ao of Human Liliorty lmn))oral or Hpirituul !’ 

Tliia in aullmnlically tho pur))ort of llorr llanko'a oxlraordinary Docu- 
ment ; ' guoHKiddo aa duo to (Merdus or DMmlus. Iloro ia an outlook ; 
hero ia a enroor aa (hnniuoriiig Horn, if that wore ono'a lino! A very 
nmgnilicont ground-plan ; hung-u]) to kindlo tho fancy of a young King, 
— who ia far loo prudent to go into it at all. Moro (ioliniUi (luaai-olticial 
olTora, it aooma, wore made him from tho Hamo (|uarlor : Suhaidioa to 
begin with, sucli Huhaidiea aa nobody over had beforo ; aay 1 ,I)()(),II 00 /. 
atorling by Uio Year. To which l•’riedrich anaivorod, ‘ Subaidioa, your 
Kxc.clloncy ?' (Are \Yo u llacknoy-Coachiium, then?) and, with much 
contempt, lurnod Ida hank on that oflor. No fighting to ho had, by 
purchaao or aoduction, out of ihia young man. W'lll not play tho C.’on- 
((imriiig Hero at all, nor the llackuoy-l'tamhman atoll ; haa decided 'not 
to fight a cat ' if lot ahum ; but to do and nudeavour a ciulle other aut of 
thinga, for the rent of hia life. 

Friedrich, roadera can obaorve, la not uplifted with hia greatnoNa. 
Ho haa lie.ou too much heaten and bruiaed to be anything but modeally 
thankful for getting-out of auch o deadly claah of chaotic aworda. 
Saoma to have little pride oven in hia ‘Five Victorloa'; or hidea it 
well. Tiilka not over-much ahoul llieao thinga; lalka of them, ao far 
na wo can hear, with hia old comradea only, in praiae of Iheir proweaaea ; 
aa a Hlm|)lo human being, not na a aupreme of caplaina ; and at liinua 
acknowledgOH, in a fino aincoro way, the onnnpotonce of Inick in multera 
of War. 

Ono of the moat characteriMlic traila, extenaively aymbolical of Fried- 
rlch'a Intentiima and oullooka at thia Kpoehi ia hia Inatalling of hlmaelf 
in tho little DweUing-IloiiHO, which haa -.ince hecomo ao celehraled 
under the name of Sana-Souci. The plan of Sana-.Souci,- an elegant 
commudioua little ‘Country Ho.v,' i|uile of modeat i)relenaionM, one 
alory high ; on the pleaaaut Hill-top near I’oladam, with other little 
green Hilla, and pleaaaut viewa of land and water, all round,- had been 
Hkelched in part by Frieiirich himaelf; and the digginga anil terracinga 
of the Hill-side wero juat lieginning, when ho ([uitted for the laiat 
War. 'April Mth, ITlfi,' while he lay in Ihoae perilouM enigmatic 
circumatanceH at NoiuHo with PandourH and dovouring ImghearH round 
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more, iiH in tlio olil UoiiiHborjj; onso) : Bnd tlio work, whioli Imd boon 
Hteiulily ])roc.oo(linj< wliilo tlio Miiwtor HtruKf^lod in tliOHO dangcrouH battles 
and advonturoH far away from it, was in ^ood foinnvrdnoss at Ids roturu. 
An objoot of ohoorfal intorost to liim ; iiropholio of calmer years ahead. 

It was not till May 1747, that tho formal occupation took place : 
'Mayday 17‘J7,' he bad a ffrand Houso-boalinp;, or ‘First DLnnor, of 
‘200 covers: and May l!llb"20tb was the first nif^ht of bis sleo))ing tbero.' 
For the next Forty Years, eH])ecially as years advanced, bo spent the 
most of Ills days and nights in this little Mansion ; which became more 
and more his favourite retreat, whenever tho noises and scenic etiiiuettos 
wore not inexorable, ‘.Vanx-fi'imci’ ; which we may translate ‘ No- 
IJother.' A busy place this too, but of the <iuiet kind ; and more a 
homo to him than any of tho Three fine Palaces (ultimately Four), 
which lay always waiting for him in tho neighbourhoml. lierlln and 
(.'harloLtonburg are about twenty miles off; Potsdam, which, like the 
other two. Is rather consummate among Palaces, lies leftwise in front 
of him within a short miht. And at length, to rii/ht hand, in a similar 
distance and direction, came tho ' Ntme (New Palace of 

Potsdam), called also tlio ' I’alnrn of Sans-Hoiicl,' In distinction from 
tho l)wolllng"UouHO, or as it wore (Jardon-Ilouso, which made that 
name so famouN. 

t.'ertainly it is a Higniticant feature of Friedrich ; and disidoses the 
inborn proolivity he had to retirement, to study and rellection, as the 
chosen element of human life. Why lie fell ujion so ambitious a title 
for his Royal (kittage? ' A's-Rother ’ was not practically a thing he, 
of all men, could consider possible in this world; at the utmost perhaps, 
by good care, ' /s'xx-Uother ' ! The name, it appears, came by accident, 
lie had prepared his Tomb, and various Tombs, in the skirts of this 
now {.'otlage: looking at these, as tho building of them went on, he 
was heard to say, one day (Spring 174(l), iVArgens stridling beside 
him: ' Oui, atar» jn serai suns suiii'.i (Once llirrti, one will be out of 
tmthor)!” A saying which was rumoured of, and repeated in society, 
being by such a man. Out of wlilch rumour in society, and tho ovideni 
aim of the Cottage Royal, there was gradually born, as Venus from tho 
froth of the sea, this name, ' Hans-.Souci ‘ ; which Friedrich adopted; 
and, before the Year was out, had put upon his lintel in gold loiters. 
Ho that, by ‘ .Mayday 1717,’ llie name was in all men's memories ; and 
has continued ever since.' Tourists know this Cottage Royal : Fried- 
rich's ‘ Three Rooms in it ; one of them a Library ; in another, a litllf. 
Alcove eithan iron lied' (iron, witboul curtains ; old softened hut the 
usual royal nightcap) altogether a soldier's lodging :-~aIl this still stands 

' I’reu-.:, i. 208, clc.; Nicolai, hi. lacx). 



iiH it did. (!li('i!i'fiilly IihiIuiii;' iliiwii tm iIh f^itrilni-tiMrai'i'i, hinirs, (Jri'i'l; 
fltntuoH, iind iifiaiiiwl llio iVi'n hUj':- pi'idiniw wi' nmy vihit it in tiimi 
comiiiK, iiiul liiko a mni-c aucciiil vinw. In Hin innc (in Innid, 

Friudricli, I lliink, did nnl lumdi iinicticiilly livo llii'i(>, niily Hhiricil 
tliitliur mnv iind Dion, Ilia idiinf n>-.i(li>nrn in Htill I’ntsil.im I’iiliicn ; and 
in (laniiviil linn', that iif Mi'rlin ; wiiti < liindiilti'nlnn’)' I'nr ornisiimiit 
fofitivitioH, ('sjimnally in Hiimnn'r, Ilia K<‘''di'iw lln'ro lining lini'. 

Tliis ol' Siui.s-Stnici in hut juirliim til' a witlnr 'I'l'iuli'nnv, 
wicior Hct of inxii'avour.s on I'rii'ilriclis pai't, wliicli n-tui'iis 
upon him now Llial, I’oaot^ has rclnnictl : 'I'haL of improviiiji; 
his own Domt'sliciLii'.s, wliili* In- lahoui's at. .so many pnhlic 
improvnmnnts. Oa/iiif; lonj^ on that, simmcriitn; * 'I’yphmm 
of Mariiu'.-storcs ' ahovc mcnlioni'il, we do Iriu'c 'I’hri'n /i;n'at. 
Hoads of .hhidnavonr in this IVacn rciiml. l-'ir.st, tin' Ucfonn 
of Ijiw ; which, a.s ahovn hinted, is miw eanieslly pushed 
fonvard a/^ain, and was l)rou;;ld, to what was thou/rlit, eom- 
ple.lion liefore loufi,'. \N'ill> mneh rumour of ap|ilause from 
eontemporary mankind, {kineernin/^ wldeli we are to f^iee 
.some indieaLious, wen; it, only dales in llieir order : thouj.'li, 
as the adtvir lurued oid. not to l>e eompleled, hut had to ho 
taken-up ap;iuu loujj; after, ami is an idl'air lyiuff widi' of 
IJrilish ken, there need not, and indeed eannut, ho miieh 
said of it just now. Smnitlh/, there is ea)i;er l''urtherin|f of 
the Ilushandries, tin' (’ommerees, I’raelieal Art'., e-.peeially 
at |)resent, that of l''oreig:n Comiueree, and Shipping; from 
the I’ort of I'hnhdeu. Which shall have diii' notice. And 
Ih'inllij, what nni.st he our niaiji topic heis', I here is Hint of 
Improving; the Domesticities, the Hiaisehold Mujoymeuls siieli 
as they were; (’.speeiidly de/inahk' as Ileiiewal of the old 
Ileiu.sherg Program; ultempl more .slreuumis than e\er to 
reali.se tliat lieautiful ideal. Which, and the total failuri' of 
which, and the eonseiiueut (pia-.indiaudomm'ul of it for lime 
coming, are still, intrinsieallv and iiy aeeidenl, of eonsidcrahle 
interest to modern readers. 

(InriouH, and in some sort touching, to ohserve how that 
old original Life-Program still reemerges on this King: 
‘Something of melodious po.ssiblc in oiu''s poor life, Im not 



tluTci' A I^itV' to llu! I’mclii'iil Diilii's, yes; but to the 
Muses as well ! ’- -()i‘ l''rie(lrieli’s sueeess iu his I-aw-Uefonus, 
in his Iliishniidries, ('o!iiiiieree.s niitl .l‘'ui'tlu!ivuiees, eon- 
.spieuously f^real as it was, Llieve is no posMihility of nialcinjj; 
careless readca-s cognisant at Ibis ilay. Only by the great 
results,- - a ‘ Prussia (/nw/ra/j/cd’ iu bis Lime, and the like,— - 
can studious readers convince tlumiselves, in a cold aiul merely 
statistic way. Ihit iu respect of Life to llu^ Muses, we have 
happily the. means of showing that in actual vitality; in 
practical struggle Inwards rullllment,— and how extremely 
disapi)ointing Ihe result was. In a word, N^ollaire pays his 
Fifth and final Visit in this Period; the Voltaire matter 
comes to its consummation. 'I'o that, as to one of the few 
tilings which are perfectly knowidile in tins period of 'J'en- 
IVo/w Pi'iur, and in which mankind still take interest, we 
pur])ose mostly to devote ourselves here. 

Ten years of a great King’s life, ten Imsy years too ; and 
nothing visible in them, of main signilicance, but a crash of 
Author’s (,)uarrels, and the Crowning Visit of N'oltaire P 'Truly 
yes, reader; so it has been ordered. Innnmendile high- 
dressed gentlemen, gmls of this lower world, are gone all to 
inorganic jiowder, no comfortable or profitable memory to 
1)0 held of them more; and this poor Voltaire, without 
implement except the tongue and brain of him, he is still 
a shining object to all the (lopulation.s ; and they say and 
.symbol to me, ‘Tell us of him! Ue is the man !’ Very 
strange indeed. Changed times sinci*, for dogs barking at 
the heels of him, and lions roaring ahead, for Asses of 
Mirepoix, for foul creatures in high dizenment, and foul 
creatures who were hungry valets of the same,- this man 
could hardly get thi! highways walked ! And indeed had to 
kectp his eyes well ojien, and always have covert within reach, 
- under jiain of bihig torn to pieces, while he went about, 
in till! flesh, or rather in Ihebone.s, poor lean being. Changed 
times; within the Century last jiast I For indeed there was 
in that man what far transcends /dl dizenment, and temporary 
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})otency ovei’ valets, over legions, treasure-vaults and dim 
millions mostly blockhead ; a spark of Heaven’s own lucency, 
a gleam from the Eternities (in small measure); — which 
becomes extremely noticeable when the Dance is over, when 
your tallow-dips and wax-lights are burnt-out, and the brawl 
of the night is gone to bed. 


CHAPTER II 

PEKl’ AT VOLTAIRE AND HIS DIVINE EMILIE (BY 
CANDLELIGHT) IN THE TIDE OF EVENTS 

Public European affairs require little remembrance ; the 
War burning well to leeward of us henceforth. A huge world 
of smoky chaos ; the special fires of it, if there be anything 
of fire, are all the more clear far in the distance. Of which 
sort, and of which only, the reader is to have notice. 
Marechal de Saxe, — King Louis oftenest personally there, to 
give his name and countenance to things done, — is very 
glorious in the Netherlands ; captures, sometimes by surprisal, 
place after place (beautiful surpi-isal of Brussels last winter) ; 
with sieges of Antwerp, Mons, Charleroi, victoriously follow- 
ing upon Brussels: and, before the end of 1746, he is close 
upon Holland itself ; intent on having Namur and Maestricht ; 
for which the poor Sea-Powers, with a handful of Austrians, 
fight two Battles, and are again beaten both times.^ A 
glorious, ever-victorious Manfchal ; and has an Army very 
‘ high-toned,’ in more than one sense : indeed, I think, one 
of the loudest-toned Armies ever on the field before. Loud 
not with well-served Artillery alone, but with playactor 

' 1°. Battle of Roucoux, nth October 1746; Prince Karl commanding, 
English taWng mainly the stress of fight, — Saxe having already outwitted poor 
Karl, and Namur. 2°. Battle of Lawfelt, or Lauffeld, called also of Fal, 
2d of July 1747 ; Royal Highness of Cumberland commanding (and taking most 
of the stress; Ligoniermade prisoner, etc.), — Dutch fighting ill, and Bathyani 
and his Austrians hardly in the fire at alt. 



^ 1 tl.il ILUlCiCVliL XllUttLlC fritii 

gasconading talk, with orgies, debaucheries, — busy service of 
the Devil, and pleasant consciousness that we are Heaven’s 
masterpiece, and are in perfect readiness to die at any 
moment ; — our elasticity and agility (‘ elan' as we call it) 
well kept up, in that manner, for the time being. 

Hungarian Majesty, contrary to hope, neglects the Nether- 
lands, ‘ Holland and England, for their own sake, will manage 
there ! ’ — and directs all her resources, and her lately Anti- 
Prussian Armies (General Browne leading them) upon Italy, 
as upon the grand interest now. Little to the comfort of 
the Sea-Powers. But Hungarian Majesty is decided to cut- 
in upon the Fi’ench and Spaniards, in that fine Country, — 
who had been triumphing too much of late ; Maillebois 
and Sefior de Gages doing their mutual exploits (though 
given to quan’el) ; Don Philip wintering in Milan even 
(1745-1746); and the King of Sardinia getting into French 
courses again. 

Strong cuts her Hungarian Majesty does inflict, on the 
Italian side ; tumbles Infant Philip out of Milan and his 
Carnival gaieties, in plenty of hurry ; besieges Genoa, 
Marquis Botta d’Adorno (our old acquaintance Botta) her 
siege-captain, a native of this region ; brings back the 
wavering Sardinian hlajesty ; captures Genoa, and much 
else. Captures Genoa, we say, — had not Botta been too 
rigorous on his countrymen, and provoked a revolt again. 
Revolt of Genoa, which proved difficult to settle. In fine, 
Hungarian Majesty has, in the coiu'se of this year 1746, 
with aid of the reconfirmed Sardinian Majesty, satisfactorily 
beaten the French and Spaniards. Has, — after two murderous 
Battles gained over the Maillebois-Gages people, — driven both 
French and Spaniards into corners, Maillebois altogether 
home again across the Var ; — nay, has descended in actual 
Invasion upon France itself. And, before New-year’s day 
1747, General Browne is busy besieging Antibe.s, aided by 
English Seventy-fours ; so that ‘ sixty French Battalions’ have 
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to huiTj home, from winter-quarters, towards those Provencal 
Counti’ies ; and Marechal de Belleisle, who commands there, 
has his hands full. Triumphant enough her Hungarian 
Majesty, in Italy ; while in the Netherlands, the poor Sea- 
Powers have met with no encouragement from the Fates or 
her.^ All which the reader may keep imagining at his con- 
venience ; — but will be glad rather, for the present, to go 
with us for an actual look at M. de Voltaire and the divine 
Emilie, whom we have not seen for a long time. Not much 
has happened in the interim ; one or two things only which 
it can concern us to know ; — scattered fragments of memorial, 
on the way thus far ; 

1*. M. de Voltaire has, in 1746, made way at Court. Divine Emilie 
picked-up her Voltaire from that fine Diplomatic course, and went home 
with him out of our sight, in the end of 1743 ; the Diplomatic career 
gradually declaring itself barred to him thenceforth. Since which, 
nevertlieless, he lias had his successes otherwise, especially in his old 
Literary course : on the whole, brighter sunshine than usual, though 
never without tempestuous clouds attending. Goes about, with liis 
divine Emilio, now wearing browner and leaner, both of them ; and 
takes the good and evil of life, mostly in a quiet manner ; sensible that 
afternoon is come. 

Tlie tlirice-famous Pompadour, who had been known to him in tlie 
Chrysalis state, did not forget him on becoming Head-Butterfly of the 
Universe. By her help, one long wish of liis soul was gratified, and did 
not hunger or thirst any more. Some uncertain footing at Court, 
namely, was at length vouchsafed him : — uncertain ; for the Most 


^ 'Battle of Piacenza’ (Prince Lichtenstein, with whom is Browne, versus 
Gages and Maillebois), t6th June 1746 (Adelung, v. 427); ‘Battle of Rotto- 
freddo’ (Botta chief Austrian there, and our old friend Blirenklau getting killed 
there), 12th August 1746 (ii. 462) : whereupon, Jlh Septemler, Genoa (which 
had declared itself Anti-Austrian latterly, not without cause, and brought the 
tug of War into those parts) is coerced by Botta to open its gates, on grievous 
terms {ib. 484-489)’ so that, November ioth, Browne, no Bourbon Army now on 
the field, enters Provence (crosses theVar, that day), and tries Antibes : ^th-tlth 
December, Popular Revolt in Genoa, and Expulsion of proud Botta and his 
Austrians (ib. 518-523) ; upon which surprising event (which could not be 
mended during the remainder of the War), Browne’s enterprise became impos- 
sible. See Buonamici, Histoire de la dernikre Revolution de Genes ; Adelung, 
T. 416 : vi. 41 : etc. etc. 
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v^iiriHUHU uiajunty laLiiui niiuuuui.ou iiiiuor tnuMii raniuiioiu ryr«. 

undor thnt voice ' Homliro anil maji'KliouH,’ witli Hiicli tiiniH lyiiif; in it : — 
Homo uncortain footing at (lourt; and from the beginning of 17 d/)j Ida 
luck, in tho Cionrt HplioroHj liogan to mount in a wondei-fnl and world- 
evident manner. On groiinilH tragioally silly, ns lie tlioiiglit tliom. On 
tho Dauphin's ^V'odding, — a 'rermagant's Infanta coming hither as 
DauphinesH, at this time, ■ -there needed to ho Oonrt-showH, Uramatieulos, 
Transparencios, b'easUi of Duitorns, or 1 know not what. Voltaire was 
tho chosen man ; Voltaire and Itamoau (readers liave hoard of Rameau's 
Nephew, and musical roinlers still esteem Uamenu) did their feat; wo 
may think with what iiorfeclion, with what splendour of reward. Alas, 
ami tho feat done was, to one of the partios, so unspeakably con- 
tomplihlo 1 Voltaire pensively surveying Life, hrushes tho sounding 
strings ; and hums to himself, tho carhunclo eyes carrying in them 
almost something of wot : 

' Mun llimri Qaalro el nut Zairo, 

Kl iium Amdrimiu Al/.lro, 

Ne m'uid vitlu jamuit nn nciit repard dii Jtoi; 

J'uvati mille cnnemti aveei trh pe\i de ptuire : 

Tm hcmaeura el let hiaii pleaiuod en/lii lUr vwi 
Pour uit t'aroe de la Poire.' * 

Yes, my friend ; It Is a consldorahle ass, this world ; by no means tho 
I'orfoetly ^Viso put at tho top of it (as one could wish), and tho Perfectly 
b'oollsh at the holtoni. ^VitnOHH nay, witness Psyche Pompadour hor- 
Holf, is not she an emblem I Take your luck without orltieism ; luck 
good and had visits all. 

tl“. And got itUo the Aemlmmi m.vl rear, bn aonsrqiiene.n, In tho 

Academy itself, Pompadour favouring, is made willing; Voltaire sees 
himself among the b’orty : soul, on that side loo, ho at ease, and hunger 
not nor thirst any more.* This higliost of folioilies could not ho achieved 

’ ‘ My Henri Qua/re, my Aniie, my Altire ' (high work# very many), ‘ could 
never putcluvae me a single glance of live King ; I had mvdlitudcB of enemies, 
and very lilllc fame honours and riches rain on me, at last, for a Farce of the 
Fair ’ {(Ruvres, ii. 151). 

The * Farce ’ (which liy no means /iMr/ it.sclf such) was I'nncesse de Navarre 
{(liuvres, Ixxiii. 251): first acted 231! Fchiwary 1745, Day of the Wedding. 
Gcntlemanship of the Chamber thereupon (which Vidtairc, by pcrmi.ssion, 
sold, shortly after, for 2,500/., with titles retained), and appointment as Ilia- 
toriographer Royal. Poor Daiiphiness did not live long; Louis xvi.’s Motlicr 
was a seee/id VJUe, .Saxon-Polish Majesty's naughtcr, 

• ‘ May gth, 1746, Voltaire is received at the Academy; and malte.H a very 
fine Discourse’ {Jlarhicr, ii. 488). Ginvres de I’oUuire, Ixxiii. 355, 385, 
and i, 97. 

VOI„ V, 


0 


witlimit nil iijily in'i'iiiiiiumliin'iit triiin lltt' HiirnmiulmH: 
ni'nl'diilniiit's i‘* (It'iiil, krIV (liiwii in Siitlnm ; Iml wiiiilx mit for n Hiu’Ciwuor, 
for II II liolo I Jo^r^i'i'v Ilf Hill'll. Wliii nri' 111 ) (iivii)ii', iiiii! fjivitij' toiigiio 
on Uiin orrti'iioii. ‘riioro is M. Hoi tlio ' I'oi'l,' iw lio ivtii llu-ii ri'i'koiu'il; 
jinKliiiK Hoi, will! I'oiu'oi'ti Hiitirii'nl riilutniiit'n ; who lollorU olil oiu'h, 
rniirinlH llio hmiiii', «inl m'lnii'l'niM'iiol, on t)|u'rii HiiliUor, lo vonil tiuim. 
I’rom ivliifh ii|tniit(^ h I,iiw»uit, I'lm-'t Tnn'riuit, i<( fiiiiioii» mi'liiiu'holy 
Mort. Ah \‘olliiiri' tiiol i.itlior itio hnlhl of «iii li u ni ini'lnnrlioly UiWHuiti, 
vro will piiiiHi' on thin of I'l'iivt'itol for u iiiotiiftil : 

.S'limimirv ij/" irutrunl t.iiusuil, ‘Moiiihiy t'lli Miiy 17 hi, wiim llio 
Diiy of ri'i'i’jition iil tin' .\i'.’iili'iiiy ; n'l'i'jition iiiiil fi'iiilioii, tlirirr mivoiiry 
lo Volliiiro. Hnl wimt un i'X|ilo«ion of llio 1 lonKorii'H, hofori', iliirilijf iiiul 
Rftor Unit ovi'lit ! foltniro liuil trinl to hi< iirinloiit, too. Ho liliil heoii 
I'orri'HiiomtiiiK; with 1 ’oih"i, with ( ■luiliintlH ; nml, in ii fino frtink-lookiiin 
wiiy, I'miluriiiK llioir HiitfrnKioi : not hy Is iiiK, 'vliii-h in (i:i'ni'riil In' wiHlu'H 
lo HS'oiil, hill liy HpoiikiiiK loilf till' lintli; in nliort, hy mlsiiiii-iiiK, in n 
ilcxtoroiiH, iliiiloniiilii' way, tho om-lovi'ii fool, in ihimii N'litiran iiri'i'inr.tH. 
Anil liiiil H'h Uio Holy l'’iilhi'r'H own hiillrn>;i' for Muliuinit (think of lliiilj 
yon Ahh of .Miri'iioiv !), innonjc othi'r l•a'■l•■l that might ri»o, tt'hi'ii IhiH 
Ki'iit iniumg llm l''orly foil variint, liin lory lirnt iiio.i-mro, iiiiirk it, 
Orthoilox ri'iiiUn', wii'i a l.otlor lo llio Chiof .lomil, h'lilhor Ijiloiir, 
Ili'iiil of oiiii'h olil Collogi' of I.imiM lo llranil. A l.otlor of lino liiiiil 
lonor : "My oxrollonl olil .'Hrhoolma'itoii>, to whom 1 own ovorything; 
tins ri'inoM'ntalivi'H of lonrning, of ilorornm, of frugality nml iiioiIohI 
hiimnn vlrtuii : in what oontraat lo Iho otiHcuro Doggorioii |ioiu'hing iihont 
In llm Hlrmsl-gnlU'i'H, ami Hying at llio iioaroahlo paHHongor !" ‘ Wliioli 
onplls'iili'i! Kntlmr Inilimr; nml mailo imillorti hiiiooIIi on tliiil aiilo; ho 
tlmt us'im llm AiinVii i/« H/irr/iiii.r hbIiI nolhing, IhiN Umo t W'hiil couhl 
ho May? No clnvisn fool viaiiilo, nml llio .AiilhoritioH hirong. 

‘Vollniro hail Hlartoil iih (hinilhlalo with lhi"m jiiilioioiiM proliminark'H. 
Vollail'U wiiH oh'i'.loil, iiH wo miw ; lino lllarirnrHo, tith May; nml on tins 
Onicial Htilo all llilngM oomfortatilo. lint, in the moiinsvlilh'. Urn 
Doggiiru'rt, iiH nalnral, Hooing Urn thing now likoly, hail rlHon to a novor- 
imiigincil pili'.h ; anil hail lilloil I’ana, ami, lo Vollairo'H oxoriioiatoil hoiiho, 
iho llnivisrHO, svilli Ihoir liowlingH nml thoir hyiona langhlor, with thoir 
paHijuilH, HitUroH, ohi nml iiiiiv. ,So thal Voltiiirts oimlil noliilanil il; nml, 
in ovil hour, roHlusil ilown hlaira upon Ihom ; Moi'/.oil oius poor ilog, 
Travi'.nol, unknown to him um l•’illtllor or othorwiHo; jiinionoii Ilog 
Trnvonol, with pimmi-H, hy this oai-H, him for oms ; proper I’ollro piimorH, 

' In Voltairiana, cn ■^ImJ'higouri^nts, do. (I'aiis, 1748), i. I5t)-l6ii, 
the Ltlttr iUelf, ‘ I’avis, 71I1 I'ctinmry 17.16'; omillcil (willnnil neril, or real 
cause on any side) in the common Cullcciiim.-) of (JCiwres lU Volhihe. 



this was not the right dog ; this, we say, was Travenol a Fiddler at the 
Opera, who, except the street-noises, knew nothing of Voltaire ; much 
less had the least pique at him ; but had taken to hawking certain 
Pasquils (Jingler Roi’s Collection, it appears), to turn a desirable penny 
by them. 

‘ And mistakes were made in the Affair Travenol, — old Father Travenol 
haled to prison, instead of Son,— by the Lieutenant of Police and his 
people. And Voltaire took the high-hand method (being well at Court) : 
— and thereupon hungry Advocates took-up Dog Travenol and his 
pincered ears : ''Serene Judges of the Chatelet, Most Christian Populace 
of Paris, did you ever see a Dog so pincered by an Academical Gentle- 
man before, merely for being hungry And Voltaire, getting madder 
and madder, appealed to the Academy (which would not interfere) ; hied 
Criminal Informations ; appealed to the Chatelet, to the Courts above 
and to the Courts below ; and, for almost a year, there went on the 
“ Proces-Travcnot” Olympian Jove in distressed circumstances versus 
a hungry Dog who had eaten dirty puddings. Paris, in all its Saloons 
and Literary Coffeehouses (figure the Antre de Procope, on Publication 
nights !), had, monthly or so, the exquisite malign banquet; and grinned 
over the Law Pleadings : what Magazine Serial of our day can be so 
interesting to the emptiest mind 1 

‘Lasted, I find, for above a year. From Spring 1740 till towards 
Autumn 1747 : Voltaire’s feelings being — Haha, so exquisite, all the 
while ! — Well, reader, I can judge how amusing it was to high and low. 
And yet Phoebus Apollo going about as mere Cowherd of Admetus, and 
exposed to amuse the populace by his duels with dogs that have bitten 
him ? It is certain Voltaire was a fool, not to be more cautious of getting 
into gutter-quarrels ; not to have a thicker skin, in fact.' 

Proch-Travenol escorting one’s Triumphal Entry ; what an adjunct I 
Always so : always in your utmost radiance of sunshine a shadow ; and 
in your softest outburst of Lydian or Spheral symphonies something of 
eating Care ! Then too, in the Court-circle itself, ‘ is Trajan pleased,’ 
or are all things well ? Readers have heard of that ‘ Trajan est-dl con- 
tent}' It occurred Winter 174fi (27th November 1746, a date worth 
marking), while things were still in the flush of early hope. That even- 


* About Mayday 1746, Seizure of Travenol ; Pleadings are in vigour August 
1746; not done April 1747. In Voltairiana,\\. 141-206, Pleadings etc. copiously 
given ; and most of the original Libels, in different parts of that sad Book (com- 
piled by Travenol’s Advocate, a very sad fellow himself) : see also Qiuvris de 
Voltaire, Ixxiii. 355 »., 385 n . ; ib. i. 97 ; Barbier, ii. 487. All in a very 
jumbled, dateless, vague and incorrect condition. 
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ing, our Temple de la G/otre (Templo of Glory) had just been acted for the 
first timO) in honour of him wo may call ‘Tr.ajan,’ returning from a 
‘ Fontenoy and Seven Cities captured : ’ ' 

* Reviews, divin Traja/n^ vainqueur doux ‘Return, divine Trajan, ooiKiUorov Bwoot 

et terrible; and terrible; 

Le monde est man rivalt tous lee casurs The world is my rival, all hoarta are 

sent (I ioi ; thine ; 

Metis est-il wt oceurplus sensible^ But ia there a heart more loving, 

Mt qui t adore plus que moi Or that ndoroa thee more than I ? ' 

An allegoric Dramatic Piece ; naturally very admirable at Versailloa. 
Issuing radiant from Fall of tho Curtain, Voltaire hud the farther honoui 
to see his Majesty pass out; Majesty escorted by llichcliou, one’s old 
friend in a sense: 'Is Trajan pleased?’ whispered Voltaire to hit 
Richelieu ; overheard by Trajan, — who answered in words nothing, hul 
in a visible glance of the eyes did answer, ' Imiiortinont Liickoy ! 
Trajan being a man unready with speech ; and disliking trouble with the 
people whom ho paid for keeping his boots in polish. Oh my winged 
Voltaire, to what dunghill Bubbly-Jocks {Coqs d'lnde) you do stoo]) witl 
hom.age, constrained by their appearance of mere size 1 — 

Evidently no perfect footing at Court, after all. And then llu 
Pompadour, could she, Head-Butterfly of the Universe, be an anchor that 
would hold, if gales rose? Rather she is herself somewhat of a gale, o: 
a continual liability to gales ; unstable as tho wind 1 Voltaire did hii 
beat to be useful, as Court Poet, as director of Private Theatricals 
above all, to soothe, to flatter Pompadour ; and never neglected thii 
evident duty. But, by degrees, the envious Lackoy~i)Coplo made cabals 
turned the Divine Butterfly into comparative indifferenco for Voltaire 
into preference of a Crebillon’s poor faded Pieces : ‘ Suitablor these 
Madame, for the Private Tlieatricals of a Most Christian Majesty. 
Think what a stab ; cruoler than daggers through one’s heart : ' Cre 
billon?’ M. de Voltaire said nothing; looked nothing, in those sacrot 
circles ; and never ceased outwardly his worship, and assiduous tuning 
of the Pompadour : but ho felt — as only Phoebus Apollo in tho like casi 
can ! 'Away ! ’ growled he to himself, wlion this atrocity had culminated 
And, in effect, is, since tho end of 1746 or so, protty much withdraw! 
from the Versailles Olympus ; and has sot, privately in tho distance (nov 
at Cirey, now at Paris, in our petit palais there), with his whole will am 
fire, to do Crebillon’s dead Dramas into living ones of his own, Dcai 
Oatilina of Crebillon into Rome Sauvie of Voltaire, and the other sample 

^ Seven of them; or even eight, of a kind : Tournay, Ghent, Bruges, Nicu 
port, Dendermond, Ath, Ostend ; and nothing lost but Cape Breton and one’ 
Codfishery. 

’ Temple de la Gleire, Acte iv. (CEuvres, xii. 3 * 8 ). 


of (leiui into living, — that Hlujjid old (Irvldllon liiniKolf and tlio whole 
Universe luiiy judge, and even I’oinjtadour feel ii reinorse ! — Readers 
shall fanoy thesu things ; and that the world is coming back to its old 
poor drab colour with M. do Voltaire; his divine Kmilio and ho rnhhing 
along on the (dd confused terms. One faeo-to-faco peep of them rondorH 
shall now have ; and that is to ho unoughj or more than enough : 


Voltaire and the divine Kviilic appear mddenli/, one Niffht, 
at Seeanx 

About the middle of August 17-17, King Friedrich, I find, was at 
homo not in his now Sans-Souui by any means, but running to and 
fro; busy with his MusteringH, 'grand review, and mimic attack on 
Hiimstadt, near Ilerlin ‘ ; Inenlidru-lfaua (Military Hospital) getting 
built; Silesian Reviews just ahead ; and, for the present, much festivity 
and moving about, to (diarlottcnburg, to Ilerlin and the different Falacea; 
Wilhclmina, 'August Ifilh,’ liaving come tosoehim ; of which fine visit, 
especially of 'IVIlhelmina's thoughts on it, — why have the envious Fates 
left us nothing ! 

MHiile all this Is astir In Ilerlin and neighbourhood, there is, among 
the innumerable otlnu- visils in this world, one going on near Paris, in 
the Mansion or Palace of Sceaux, which has by chance hecome memor- 
able. A visit by Voltaire and his divine Hmilie, direct from Paris, 1 
«\il)poso, and rather on the sutUlen, Which has had the luck to have a 
Lrtltn' written on it, by one of those rare creatures, a seeing M’llness, 
who can make others see and believe. 'I'be seeing IVilness Is little 
Madame de .Slaal (by no means Necker's Daughter, but a much cleverer), 
known ns one of the sharpest female heads; she from the spot reports it 
to Madame du Dcifand, who also is known to readers. 'I'borc is such a 
glimpse alforded here into the actuality of old things and remarkable 
human c.rcatnrcs, that Friedrich himself would lie hn))j)y to read the 
Ixittor. 

Duchessedn Maine, lauly ofHceaux, is a sublime old j)orHonage with 
whom and with whose high ways and magnificent hosjiilaliticH at .Scenux, 
at Anet and elsewhere, Vsdtairo had been familiar for long years past.’ 
'Dlls Duchess, grand-daughter of the great (knulc, now a dowager for ton 
years, and herself turned of seventy, Inui been a notnblo figure in French 
History this great while : a living fragment of Louis lotlrand, as it wore. 
^Vas wedded to lamis's ‘ la'gitimated ' Illegitimate, the Due du Maine; 

* In (/unites tie Volhtire, Uxiii. .i;t 4 x. K. i-ic., ‘Clog.’ and others 
rcprc.scnl Mis Visit ox having been to Anet,- tlioiigh the record otherwise is 
exprciu). 
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was iu trouble with tlie Regent d’Orleans about Alberoni-Cellamare 
conspiracies (1718), Regent having stript her Husband of his high 
legiti matures and dignities, with little ceremony ; which led her to 
conspire a good deal, at one time.' She was never very beautiful ; but 
had a world of grace and witty intelligence; and knew a Voltaire when 
she saw him. Was the soul of courtesy and benignity, though proud 
enough, and carrying her head at its due height ; and was always very 
charming, in her lofty gracious way, to mankind. Interesting to all, 
were it only as a living fragment of the Grand Epoch, — kind of French 
Fulness of Time, when the world was at length blessed with a Louis 
Quatorze, and Ne-plus-ultra of a Gentleman determined to do the 
handsome thing in this world. She is much frequented by high people, 
especially if of a Literary or Historical turn. President Henault (of the 
Abrege Ghronologique, the well-frilled, accurately-powdered, most correct 
old legal gentleman) is one of her adherents; Voltaire is another, that 
may stand for many : there is an old Marquis de St. Aulaire, whom she 
calls ‘ mon vieua: berger (my old shepherd,’ that is to say, sweetheart or 
flame of love) ; ^ there is a most learned President de Mesmes, and others 
we have heard of, but do not wish to know. Little De Staal was at one 
time this fine Duchess’s maid ; but has far outgrown all that, a favourite 
guest of the Duchess’s instead ; holds now mainly by hladamo du Deft’and 
(not yet fallen blind),— and is well turned of fifty, and known for one of 
the shrewdest little souls in tlie world, at the time she writes. Her 
Letter is addressed ' To Madame du Deffand, at Paris ’ ; most free-flowing 
female Letter ; of many pages, runs on, day after day, for a fortnight or 
so ; — only Excerpts of it introducible here : 

‘ Sceaux, Tuesday I5th August 1747. * * Madame du Chatelet and 
Voltaire, who had announced themselves as for today, and whom nobody 
had heard of otherwise, made their appearance yesternight, near mid- 
night ; like two Spectres, with an odour of embalmment about them, as 
if just out of their tombs. We were rising from table; the Spectres, 
however, were hungry ones: they needed supper; and what is more. 


' Due du Maine with Comte de Toulouse were products of Louis Xiv. and 
Madame de Montespan: — ‘legitimated’ by Papa’s fiat in 1673, while still only 
young children ; rffrlegitimated again by Regent d’Orb'ans autumn 1718 ; grand 
scene, ‘guards drawn-out’ and the like, on this occasion (Barbier, i. 8-1 1, ii. 
181) ; futile Conspiracies with Alberoni thereupon ; arrest of Duchess and Duke 
(zgth December 1718), and closure of that poor business. Due du Maine died 
1736; Toulouse next year; ages, each about sixty-five. ‘ Due de Penthifevre,’ 
Egalit^’s father-in-law, was Toulouse’s son ; Maine has left a famous Dowager, 
whom we see. Nothing more of notable about the one or the other. 

* Barbier, ii. 87 ; see ib. (i, 8-11; ii. 181, 436 ; etc.) for many notices of her 
affairs and her. 
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goiio to bed, niHo in grciil liimLo, tJiiyii ' (amiable gpiitlcmon, uoncoivnblej 
not known), ' who liud olVercd liio nimrtmont for proHoing caHCs, was 
oliliKud to yield it in this oimn'gmuiy : ho flitted witli ns inncdi precipita- 
tion and diaploaanre as an anny Hnr])nHod in its camp ; leaving a part of 
his baggage in tbo enemy'H hands. Voltaire thought the lodging excel- 
lent, lint that did not at all eonsolo (iaya. 

‘As to the I^uly, her bod lurna out not to have been well made; they 
liavo liad to put lier in a now place today. . Obaorvo, she made tlint bed 
liorHC'lf, no Korvanta lieing u]i, and liad found a hloinish or d<y'mU of’— 
word wanting : who knowa wliat ? - in the maltresHOS ; wliich 1 boliovo 
hurt her exact mind, more than her not very delicate body. She has got, 
in the interim, an apartment proiniHod to aomohody olao ; and she will 
have to leave it again on h'riday or .Saturday, and go into that of Marechal 
do Mailleboia, who leavea at that time.' 

• Voh; Maillidioia in tho body, O reader. 'I’liia la ho, witti the old 

ape-face renewed liy paint, whom we once saw niarc.hing with an ‘Army 
of Hedemplion,' haggling in tho I’uHwm about Kgor, iinnlile to redeem 
ItolleiHle: marcldng and haggling, more lately, with a ‘ Mlddle-lUiinc 
Army,' and the like non-eiTect ; alnce which, figliting Ida boat in Italy, — 
puabed homo last winter, willi Urownc’a bayonota in Ids back; JlolloiHle 
Hucceeding him in dealing with llrowne. llolleiHlo, and tho ‘ Revolt of 
(lenoa ' (fatal to llrowne'H Invaalon of iia), and tho Dofenco of Uenoa and 
the mutual worryinga Ihcrenbout, arc going-on at a groat rate, — and 
lliere la (errihle newa out ofllioae .Savoy Rnaaea, while Maillolioia is Iioro. 
Concerning wliicli hy ami liy. He ia grandaon of llio renowned t’olhert, 
tlila Maillolioia. A Ii'lidd-Maralial evidently ('.vtaiit, yon perceive, in 
llioae vaniahod liinea : la to make room for Madame on Krlday, aaya oiir 
liUlc Do .siaal ; and lake leave <if na. If for good, ao much tho heller ! 

‘lie came at the time wo did, with Ida daughter and granddaughter : 
tlieone ia pretty, llio oilier ugly and dreary’- (Ciwn, I'niilrc; no aaying 
whleti, in MUeli im|iorlant eaae ! Madaino lu Mnrco.lialo, tho metlier 
and gmndmolhor, I tliink inuat lie dead. Not houutlfnl aho, nor very 
lieidgnant, ‘ ime trh-m^fluuUfl fv.mmn, very cnt-witled woman,' aaya 
linrliier ; ' shrieked like a devil, at (.'ourt, upon tho Cardinal,' nlioiit 
that old Arnti/'Of-JMmjiiiou bnaliicaa ; tint all her rioiao did notidng).* — 
‘ M. le Mnrdelml lina luinted hero with Ida (logs, in tlieae flue autumn 
wooila and gladea ; cliaaod n lilt of a atag, and cnnglit a jioor doe’a fawn : 
that waa all lliat eonld be got lliere. 

‘Our now (iueata wilt niahe liette.r aport : they are going to Imve thoir 
Comedy aelod again' (Comeily of The livchanffe, niueli an entertainment 
witli lliem): ' V'anturo’ (conceividile, not known) ‘ia to do tlio Count do 

• Marliicr, ii. 332 (' November 1742’). 
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Boursoufle {de Blister or de Windbag) ; you will not say this is a hit, any 
more than Madame du Chiitelefs doing the Hon. Miss Piggery {La 
Oochonnih-e), who ought to be fat and short." — Little De Staal then 
abruptly breaks-off, to ask about her Correspondent’s health, and her 
Correspondent’s friend old President Hdnault’s health ; touches on those 
‘ grumblings and discords in tlie Army (tracasscries de I’ArmSe),’ which 
are making such a stir; how M. d'Argenson, our fine War-Minister, 
man of talent amid blockheads, will manage them ; and suddenly 
exclaims : ^0 my queen, what curious animals men and women are ! I 
laugh at their manoeuvres, the days when I have slept well ; if I have 
missed sleep, I could kill them. These changes of temper prove that I 
do not break-off kind. Let us mock other people, and let other people 
mock us ; it is well done on both sides.’ — (Poor little De Staal ; to what . 
a posture have things come with you, in that fast-rotting Epoch, of 
Hypocrisies becoming all insolvent !) 

‘ Wednesday IGth. Our Ghosts do not show themselves by daylight. 
They appeared yesterday at ten in the evening ; 1 do not think we shall 
see them sooner today : the one is engaged in writing high feats ' {Sibcle 
de Lout* AT., or what at last became such) ; 'the other in commenting 
Newton. They will neither play nor walk : they are, in fact, equivalent 
to xeros in a society where their learned writings are of no significance.’ 
— (Pauses, without notice given, for some hours, perhaps days ; then 
resuming) ; — ' Nay, worse still : their apparition tonight has produced a 
vehement declamation on one of our little social diversions hero, the 
game of Gavagnole : ^ it was continued and maintained,’ on the part of 
Madame du Chatelet, you guess, ' in a tone which is altogether unheard- 
of in this place ; and was endured,’ on the part of Serene Highness, 

‘ with a moderation not less surjirising. But what is unendurable is my 
babble’ — And herewith our nimble little woman hops-off again into the 
general field of things ; and gossips largely. How are you, my queen. 
Whither are you going. Whither we; That tlie Maillebois people are 
away, and also the Villeneuves, if anybody knew them now ; then how 
the Estillacs, to the number of four, are coming tomorrow ; and Cousin 
Soquence, for all his hunting, can catch nothing ; and it is a continual 
coming and going ; and how Boursoufle is to be played, and a Dame 
Dufour is just come, who will do a character. Rubrics, vanished 
shadows, nearly all those high Dames and Gentlemen ; la pauvre Saint- 
Pierre, 'eaten with gout,’ who is she.'’ 'Still drags herself about as well 
as she can ; but not with me, for I never go by land, and she seems to 

" L’Echattge, The Exchange, or When shall I get married ? Farce in three 
acts : (Euvres, x. 167-222 ; used to be played at Cirey and elsewliere (see plenty 
of details upon it, exact or not quite so, ibid. 7-9). 

s ‘ Kind of Biribi,' it would appear, in the height of fashion then. 




! I almost think we must have got to Saturday by this time : — or 
aps it is only Thursday, and Maillebois off prematurely, to be out of 
. ^ Way of the Farce ? Little De Staal takes no notice ; but continues 
’^^^iping rapidly) : 

'V esterday Madame du Chatelet got into her third lodging : she could 
any longer endure the one she had chosen. There was noise in it, 
^^Ice without fire : — privately meseems, a little the emblem of herself! 

® to noise, it was not by night that it incommoded her, she told me, 
by day, when she was in the thick of her work : it deranges her 
^*Vs. She is busy reviewing her Principles’ — Newton’s Principia, no 
but De Staal will understand it only as Principes, Principles in 
'^*leral: — ‘it is an exercise she repeats every year, without which the 
^Iticiples might get away, and perhaps go so far she would never find 
. again’ (You satirical little gipsy !). ‘Her head, like enough, is a 
of lock-up for them, rather than a birthplace, or natural home : and 
is a case for watching carefully lest they get away. She prefers the 
air of this occupation to every kind of amusement, and persists in 
showing herself till after dark. Voltaire has produced some gallant 
*’®i'Se8’ (unknown to Editors), ‘which help-off a little the bad effect of 
ciTi unusual behaviour. 

*■ Sunday 27th. I told you on Thursday ’ (no, you didn’t; you only 
to tell) 'that our Spectres were going on the morrow, and that 
th.© Piece was to be played that evening : all this has been done. I 
oa.nziot give you much of Boursoufle ’ (done by one Vanture). ‘ Mademoi- 
Belle Piggery’ {de la CochonnUre, Madame du Chhtelet herselO ‘executed 
80 perfectly the extravagance of her part, that I own it gave me real 
ploixsure. But Vanture only put his own fatuity into the character of 
liovirsoufle, which wanted more : he played naturally in a Piece where all 
resquires to be forced, like the subject of it.’ — What a pity none of us has 
read this fine Farce 1 ‘ One Pfiris did the part of Muscadin (Little Cox- 

comb), which name represents his character : in short, it can be said the 
P'ai-ce was well given. The Author ennobled it by a Prologue for the 
Occasion ; which he acted very well, along with Madame Dufour as 
Bexrbe (Governess Barbara), who, but for this brilliant action, could not 
have put-up with merely being Governess to Piggery. And, in fact, she 
disdained the simplicity of dress which her part required;— as did the 
chief Actress,’ Du Chatelet herself (age now forty-one ) ; ‘ who, in playing 
Piggery, preferred the interests of her own face to those of the Piece, and 
niiivde her entry in all the splendour and elegant equipments of a Court 
r^dy,’— her ‘ Principles,’ though the key is turned upon them, not unlike 
jviTXiping out of window, one would say 1 ‘She had a crow to pluck 
(rnaille d partir, ‘clasp to open,’ which is better) ‘with Voltaire on this 


point: but hIio is Bnvon'i)j;n, mid lin is slavo. 1 nin very soi-ry at tlioir 
(foinpf) tlioiijfli I WHS worn-out witii doing her multifnrious orninds nil llio 
time she was lioro.’ 

Wednesday liOt/i. “ M. lo Prosidi'iit ” (llriiault) “has liiimi askod 
hitlior ; and ho is lo bring you, iny (,)in'on ! Triad all I could to liindor ; 
but they would not bo put-olT. If your health and disposition do suit, it 
will bo charming. In any ease, I havogot you a good npartniont : “ 'it is 
Iho ono that Madamo du (lluUclot liad seized uiion, after an exact review 
of all the Mansion. Tiioro will ho a littln loss furniture than sho hmi put 
in it ; Madamo had pillaged all her previous a]inrtmonlH to eiiuip this ono. 
Wo found aiiout sovon tables in it, for ono item : she needs thoin of all 
sizos ; imiuonao, to spread-out her papers upon; solid, lo support her 
n(‘fl6«s«ir(t ; sliglitor, for her uicknacks (ptimpons), for her jewels. And 
this fine nrrnngomont did not save her from an accident like that of 
Philip II., when, after spending all tho night in writing, ho got his 
dospatchoH drowned by tho overselling of an inklioUlo. The Lady did 
not protond to imitate tho moderation of that Prince ; at any rate, ho 
was only writing on alfnirs of slate ; and the thing they blotteil, on this 
occasion, was Algebra, much more diiricult lo clean-up again. 

'Tills subject ought to be e.vhauhted : ono woril more, and then it does 
end. Tlic day after their deimrturo, I receive a Letter of four pages, 
and a Note enclosed, which announcoH dreadful hurly-lmrly : M. do 
Voltaire has mislaid his Parco, forgotten to get back the parts, and lost 
his Prologue: lam to find all that again' (excessively tremulous aliout 
Ills Manusorlpta, M. do Voltaire; of such value are they, of sucli danger 
to him ; tiioro Is La Vur.elle, for example,-- enough to hang a man, were 
it Hurreptitiously laiiiichod forth in )irint!) -‘I am to send him llie 
Prologue instantly, not by post, bmaiuHo lliey would copy it ; lo keep I lie 
parU for fear of tho same accident, and lo loc.k-u)i the Piece “ under a 
hundred keys." I should have thought ono padlock sulliclont for this 
treasure ! I have duly executed his orders.*' 

And liorowith exyliail lie, Sluul, .Sceno closes: exeunt omnes ; are off 
to Paris or Versailles again; to lunievillo and the Court of .StanislauH 
again,— whore also adventures await lliem, which will bo heard of 1 

‘l‘’i;ruri! to your.siilf,’ .says .some otlier Kyewit.iu'.s.s, ‘ a lean 
Jjidy, with big iiniis and long legs; small bead, and counte- 
nance losing itself in a cloiulery of head-tlress ; cocked nose’ 
{rclroimf:, say you ? Very Hlightly, then ; ([uite an unobjec- 
tionable nose!) ‘and pair of small greenish eyes; complexion 
tawny, and month too big : tlii.s was the divine I'lmilie, whom 
’ Madamt de Grnffgnjr (Vaxm, 1820), pp. a83-2yi. 



Vollaire cckihmtos to the stars. Loaded to extravagance 
with ribbons, laces, lace-{)atohe.s, jewtds and female orna- 
ments ; determined to be sumptnous in si)ite of Economics, 
anil [)retty in spite of Nature;’ Pooh, it is an enemy’s hand 
that jiaints ! ‘And then by her side,’ continues he, ‘the 
thin long (ignre of Voltaire, that Anatomy of an Apollo, 
allecling worship of her,’ -y‘'^» '“''K Gentleman, 

with high red-heeled shoes, and tlie daintiest polite attitudes 
and ))nees ; in suiierline coat, laced hat under arm ; nose and 
underli]) ever more like coalescing (owing to decay of teeth), 
blit two eyes shining on you like carbuncles; and in the 
ringing voice, such touches of speech when you apply for it ! 
'I'hus they at Sceaux and elsewhere; walking their Life- 
minuet, making their entrances and exits. 

One thing is lamentable: the relation with Madame is not 
now a (loui’ishing one, or capable again of being : ‘ Does not 
love me as he did, the wretch!’ thinks Madame always; — 
yet sticks by him, were it but in the form of blister. They 
had been to Luneville, Spring ]7't7; happy dull place, 
within reach of Oirey ; far from Versailles and its cabals. 
'I’hey went again, 17-l'H, in a kind of ])ermanent way; Titular 
Stanislaus, an opulent dawdling creature, much liking to have 
them; and lAUher Meuou, his Jesuit,— who is always in 
ipiarrel with Ihe 'I'itnlar Mi.stre.s.s,. thinking to di.s])lacc //cr 
(as you gradually discover), and promote the Du Ohktelet 
to that improper dignity 1 In which be had not the least 
succe.ss, says Voltaire; but got ‘two women on his ears 
instead of one.’ It was not to be Stanislau.s’fi mistros.s ; nor 
a tituhir one at all, but a real, that Madame was fated 
in this ilull happy ])lace ! Idle readers know the story only 
too well; concerning which, admit this other Eraction and 
no more : 

' SlniiiHliiiiH, SH ft 'I’ituliir King, cnniint ilii williimt soiric kind ol''l’il.tilsr 

' Kmin KiiilciiIiPidi ((niuiiiig Ktniii-lindy, wlinm I liavc surely seen iti Kreiicli j 
wliiiin Kitdrnlieck tries In name, us lie could liavi: done, Ind cmimisly witlinut 
succe.ss), i. tyy. 
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Army, — were it only to blare about as Lifeguard, and beat kettledrums 
on occasion. A certain tall liigli-sniffing M. do St. Lambert^ a young 
Lorrainer of long pedigree and light purse, had just taken refuge in this 
Lifegu.nrd ’ (Summer 1748, or so), ‘I know not whether as Captain or 
Lieutenant, just come from the Netherlands Wars : of grave stiff manners ; 
for the rest, a good-looking young fellow; thought to have some poetic 
genius, even ; — who is precious, surely, in such an out-of-the-way place. 
Welcome to Voltaire, to Madame still more. Alas, readers know the 
History, — on which we must not dwell. Madame, a brown geometric 
Lady, age now forty-two, with a Great Man who has scandalously ceased 
to love her, casts her eye upon St. Lambert: ''Yes, you would bo the 
shoeing-horn. Monsieur, if one had time, you fine florid fellow, hardly 
yet into your thirties — ” And tries him with a little oogiietry ; I always 
think, perhaps in this view chiefly? And then, at any rate, as he 
responded, the thing itself became so interesting: ''Our Ulysses-bow, 
we can still bond it, then, aha I " And is not that a pretty stag withal, 
worth bringing down ; florid, just entering Iiis tlnrties, and with the 
susceptibilities of genius ! Voltaire was not blind, could ho have helped 
it, had he been tremulously alive to help it. "Your Verses to her, my 
St. Lambert, — ah, Tibullus never did the like of them. Yes, to you are 
the roses, my fine young friend, to mo are the thorns : ” thus sings 
Voltaire in response;* perhaps not thinking it would go so far. And it 
went, alas, it went to all lengths, mentionable and not montionahlo : 
and M. le Marquis had to be coaxed home in the Spring of 1740,— still 
earlier it had been suitabler ; — and in September ensuing, M. do St. 
Lambert looking his demurest, there is an important lying-in to ho 
transacted ! Newton’s Principia is, by that time, drawing diligently 
to its close ; — complicated by such far abstrusor Problems, not of tho 
geometrio sort ! Poor little lean brown woman, what a Life, after all • 
what an End of a Life ! 


Waj'-Passoffes in 1747 


The War, since Friedrich got out of it, does not abate in 
animosity, nor want for bloodshed, battle and sieging ; but 
offers little now memorable. March 18th, 1747, a gha.stly 
Phantasm of a Congress, ' Congress of Breda,’ which had for 
some months been attempting Peace, and was never able to 
get into conference, or sit in its chairs except for moments, 


J (Euvres, xvii. 223 i M. dc St. Lambert, 1749-); etc. etc. Ii 

mmoires sur Voltaire par Longchampet Wagnilre (Paris, 1826), ii. 229 et. seq 
details enough and more. ' ’ 



Hew away alt;()f^;ei;lu!r ; ' and loft the War perhaps angrier 
than ever, more hopelessly stupid than ever. Excejjt, indeed, 
that resources arc failing ; money running low in France, 
Farlemcnts beginning to murmur, and ainong the Popula- 
tion generally a feeling that glory }.s exeellont, but will not 
make the national pot boil. Perhaps all this will be more 
ell’ective than ('ongresses of Breda ? Here are the few Note.s 
worth giving : 

Afiril I 7 -I 7 , Thn French hmtdo Holland) whereupon' mddenly, 

a Hludllwlder there. After KeatiMmy Uiiwo him boon mucli slewing iinil 
oftiiliiriiig in tliiit Netlu'rlimilH (.'oimLry, n mwics of HtnxesHCB gloriously 
(lelighU'ul to Muriu'lml do Siixo mul Llio b'rcuoh NiiLioii : likowiso (la bur 
of said Hii'giiig, in futile uUemiit to bur it) a Itattlo of Uouooux, Octidior 
l 7 dti ; with victory, or nuaHi-vir.tory, to Saxo, at loastwith prostration to 
tho opposite part. And fai'tluu' on, thoro ia a llnltlo of l.aull'oid coming, 
2d .fuly 17 d 7 i willi similar results; frustration ovidont, rotreat evident, 
victory not much to speak of, And in this gloriously delightful manner 
Saxo and the b’ronch Nation have jirocoedod, till in fact tho Nothorlunds 
Territory with all strongholds, except Maeslricht ahmo, was thoirs, — 
and they decided on attacking tho Dutch llejiublle Itsolf. And (I 7 th 
April 1747 ) actually hridtc-in upon tho frontier I'ertrosHoa of Zealand ; 
found the sumo dry-rotlon everywhere; and took thorn, Ifortross after 
Korlri'Ns, at tho rate of a cannon salvo each : '* Yo magnanimous Dutch, 
soo what you have got by not sitting still, as recommended!’ To tho 
horror and terror of the poor '/ealandors and general Dutch Population. 
Wire shrieked to Knghind for help ; - and were, on tho very instant, 
furnished with a niodiimm of .Seventy-fours (Dutch (lourior roturning by 
tho same) ; which landed tho (lourlor April ‘ 2 :)d, and put Walchoron in 
a stale of security.’' 

'Whereupon the Dutch Population turned round on Its (iovornors, 
with a growl of indignation, spreading over wider, waxing over higher; 
“ .Scandalous laggonls, is this your mode of governing a free llopublio ? 
Prccdom to let tho State go to dry-rot, and become tho laughing-stock of 
mankind. 'I'o provide for your own ludtry kindred in tho Stato-omploy- 
ments ; to palaver grandly with all comers ; and publish melodious 
Despatches of Van Hoey? Had not llritannic Majesty, for his dear 

* In .Scplcmlicr 1746 Imd got togctlicr ; but would not lake life, on trying 
and again trying, and fell forgotten : Kclirunry 1747, again gleaina-up into 
hope: Maixli iKtli and tlie following days, vanishes for good (Adclung, v. 50; 
vi. 6, 62). 

* Adclung, vi. lOJ, 125-134. 
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Daughter’s sake, come to the rescue in this crisis, where had we been 
We demand a Stadtholder again ; our glorious Nassau Orange, to keep 
some bridle on you ! ” And actually, in this way, Populus and Plebs, 
by general turning-out into the streets, in a gloomily indignant manner, 
which threatens to become vociferous and dangerous, — cowed the Heads 
of the Republic into choosing the said Prince, with Princess and Family, 
as Stadtholder, High-Admiral, High-Everything and Supreme of the 
Republic. Hereditary, no less, and punctually perpetual ; Princess and 
Family to share in it. In which happy state (ripened into Kingship 
latterly) they continue to this day. A result painfully surprising to 
Most Christian Majesty; gratifying to Britannic proportionately, or 
more ; — and indeed beneficial towards abating dry-rot and melodious 
palaver in that poor Land of the Free. Consummated, by popular 
outbreak of vociferation, in the different Provinces, in about a week 
from April 23 d, when those helpful Seventy-fours hove in sight. Stadt- 
holdership had been in abeyance for forty-five years. ^ The new 
Stadtholder did his best; could not, in the short life granted him, do 
nearly enough. — Next year there was a second Dutch outbreak, or 
general turning into the streets ; of much more violent character ; in 
regard to glaringly unjust Excises and Taxations, and to “instant 
dismissal of your Excise-Farmers," as the special first item.^ Which 
salutary object being accomplished (new Stadtholder well aiding, in a 
valiant and judicious manner), there lias no third dose of that dangerous 
remedy been needed since. 

‘July 19th, Fate of Chevalier de Belkisle. At the Fortress of Exilles, 
in one of those Passes of the Savoy Alps, — Pass of Col di Sieta, memor- 
able to the French soldier ever since, — there occurred a lamentable 
thing ; ’ doubtless much talked-of at Sccaux while Voltaire was there. 
The Revolt of Genoa (popular outburst, and expulsion of our poor friend 
Botta and his Austrians, then a famous thing, and a rarer than now) 
having suddenly recalled the victorious General Browne from his Siege 
of Antibes and Invasion of Provence, — Mare'chal Due de Belleisle, well 
reinforced and now become “Army of Italy " in general, followed stead- 
fastly for “Defence of Genoa” against indignant Botta, Browne and 
Company. For defence of Genoa ; nay, for attack on Turin, which would 
have been “ defence ” in Genoa and everywhere, — had the captious 
Spaniard consented to cooperate. Captious Spaniard would not ; Couriers 
to Madrid, to Paris thereupon, and much time lost; — tUl, at the eleventh 
hour, came consent from Paris, “ Try it by yourself, then ! ” Belleisle 

' Since our Dutch William’s death, 1702. 

> Adelung, vi. 364 etseq.; Rauraer, 182-193 (' March-September 1748’); or, 
in ChesUrf eld's Works, Dayrolles’s Letters to Chesterfield : somewhat unintelli- 
gent and unintelligible, both Raumer and he. 


force that Fass of ii^xules ; a terrible fiery business, but the backbone of 
the whole adventure : in which, if the Chevalier can succeed, he too is 
to be Mardchal de France. Forward, therefore, climb the Alpine stairs 
again ; snatch me that Fort of Exilles. 

^ And so, July 19th, 1747, the Chevalier comes in sight of the Place ; 
scans a little the frowning buttresses, bristly with guns ; the dumb Alps, 
to right and left, looking down on him and it. Chevalier de Belleisle 
judges that, however difficult, it can and must be possible to French 
valour ; and storms-in upon it, huge and furious (20,000, or if needful 
80,000);— but is torn into mere wreck, and hideous recoil; rallies, 
snatches a standard, “We must take it or die,”— and dies, does not take 
it ; falls shot on the rampart, pulling at the palisades with his own 
hands,” nay,some say “ with his teeth,” when the last moments came. 
Within one hour, he has lost 4,000 men ; and himself and his Brother’s 
Enterprise lie ended there,' Fancy his poor Brother’s feelings, who 
much loved him ! ’Phe discords about War-matters (iraeasseries de 
r ArmSe) were a topic at Sceaux lately, as De Staal intimated. “ Why 
starve our Italian Enterprises ; heaping every resource upon the Nether- 
lands and Saxe ” Diligent Defence of Genoa (chiefly by flourishing of 
swords on the part of France, for the Austrians were not yet ready) 
is henceforth all the Italian War there is ; and this explosion at Exilles 
may fitly be finis to it here. Let us only say that Infant Philip did, 
when the Peace came, get a bit of Apanage (Parma and Piacenza or some 
such thing, contemptibly small to the Maternal heart), and that all 
things else lapsed to their pristine state, minui only the waste and ruin 
there had been.’ 

July 12 th — September ISth : Siege of the chief Dutch Fortren. ’ Un- 
expected Siege of Bergen-op-Zoom ; two months of intense excitement 
to the Dutch Patriots and Cause-of-Liberty Gazetteers, as indifferent and 
totally dead as it has now become. Marechal de Saxe, after his victory 
at Lauffeld, 2d July, did not besiege Maastricht, as had been the universal 
expectation ; but shot-off an efficient lieutenant of his, one Lowendahl, in 
due force, privately ready, to overwhelm Bergen-op-Zoom with sudden 
Siege, while he himself lay between the beaten enemy and it. Bergen is 
the heart of Holland, key of the Scheld, and quite otherwise important 
than Maastricht. “Coehorn’s masterpiece !” exclaimed the Gazetteers : 
'’'Impregnable, you may depend !” “We shall see,” answered Saxe, 
answered Lowendahl the Dane (who also became Marechal by this busi- 
ness) ; and after a great deal of furious assaulting and battering, took the 
Place September 18th, before daylight,’ by a kind of surprisal or quasi- 
storm ; — ‘ the Commandant, one Cronstrom, a brave old Swede, age 


* Voltaire, xxv. 221 et seq. (SiicU dt Louis Quinie, c. 22): Adelung, vL 174. 
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towards ninety, not being of very wakeful nature ! ^'Did as well as 
could be expected of him," said the Court-Martial sitting on his case, and 
forbore to shoot the poor old man.* A sore stroke, this of Bergen, 
to Britannic Majesty and the Friends of Liberty ; who nevertheless 
refuse to be discouraged. 

December 25th, Husnans ip. behalf of Euman Liberty. ‘ March of 

36.000 Russians from the City of Moscow, this day ; on a very long 
journey, in the hoary Christmas weather ! Most Christian Majesty is 
ruinously short of money ; Britannic Majesty has still credit, and a 
voting Parliament, but, owing to French influence on the Continent, can 
get no recruits to hire. Gradually driven upon Russia, in such stress, 
Britannic Majesty has this year hired for himself a 36,000 Russians ; 

30.000 regular foot ; 4,000 ditto horse, and 1,000 Cossacks ; — un- 
commonly cheap, only 160,000/. the lot, not 4/. per head by the year. 
And, in spite of many difficulties and haggliugs, they actually get on 
march, from Moscow, 26th December 1747 ; and creep on, all Winter, 
through the frozen peaty wildernesses, through Lithuania, Poland, to- 
wards Bohmen, Mahren : are to appear in the Rhine Countries, joined 
by certain Austrians ; and astonish mankind next Spring. Their Captain 
is one Repnin, Prince Repnin, afterwards famous enough in those Polish 
Countries ; ’ — which is now the one point interesting to us in the thing. 
‘Tlieir Captain was, first, to be Lacy, old Marshal Lacy; then, failing 
Lacy, “ Why not General Keith — but proves to be Repnin, after much 
hustling and intriguing:’ Repnin, not Keith, that is the interesting 
point. 

‘Such march of the Russians, on behalf of Human Liberty, in pay of 
Britannic Majesty, is a surprising fact; and considerably discomposes the 
French. Who bestir themselves in Sweden and elsewhere against Russia 
and it : with no result, — except perhaps the incidental one, of getting our 
esteemed old friend Guy Dickens, now Sir Guy, dismissed from Stock- 
holm, and we hope put on half-pay on his return home.’ ’ 


Marshal Keith comes to Pntssia (Sept. 1747) 

‘ Much hustling and intriguing,’ it appears, in regard to the 
Captaincy of these Russians. Concerning which there is no 
word worthy to be said, — except for one reason only. That it 
finished-off the connexion of General Keith with Russia. That 

* Adelung, vi. 184 , 206 ; — ‘ for Cronstrbm,' if anyone is curious, ‘ see Schlotzer, 
Schwtdische BiographU, ii. 252 (in voce).’ 

> Adelung, vi. 250 , 302 Sir Guy, not yet invalided, ‘ went to Russia,’ and 
other errands. 
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was, of many disgusts, the last di-op which made the cup run 
over ; — and led the said General to fling it from him, and seek 
new fields of employment. From Hamburg, having got so 
far, he addresses himself, 1st September 1747, to Friedrich, 
with offer of service ; who grasps eagerly at the offer ; ‘ Feld- 
marschall your rank; income, 1,200^. a year; income, wel- 
come, all suitable : ’ — and, October 28th, Feldmarschall Keith 
finishes, at Potsdam, a long Letter to his Brother Lord 
Marischal, in these words, worth giving, as those of a very 
clear-eyed sound observer of men and things : 

'I have now the honour, and, which is still more, the pleasure, of 
being with the King at Potsdam ; where he ordered me to come,’ l 7 th 
current, ‘ two days after he declared me Fieldmarshal ; where I have the 
honour to diue and sup with him almost every day. He has more wit than 
I have wit to toll you ; speaks solidly and knowingly on all kinds of sub- 
jects ; and I am much mistaken if, with the experience of Four Campaigns, 
he is not the best Officer of his Army. He has several persons,’ Rothen- 
burg, Winterfeld, Swedish Rudenskjold (just about departing), not to 
speak of D’Argens and the French, ' with whom he lives in almost the 
familiarity of a friend, — ^but has no favourite ; — and shows a natural 
politeness for everybody who is about him. For one who has been four 
days about his person, you will say I pretend to know a great deal of his 
character : but what I teU you, you may depend upon. With more time, 
I shall know as much of him as he will let me know; — and all his 
Ministry knows no more.’' 

A notable acquisition to Friedrich ; — and to the two 
Keiths withal ; for Friedrich attached both of them to his 
Court and service, after their unlucky wanderings ; and took 
to them both, in no common degree. As will abundantly 
appear. 

While that Russian Corps was marching out of Moscow, 
Cocceji and his Commissions report from Pommern, that 
the Pomeranian Law-stables are completely clear ; that the 

* Varnhagen von Ense, Ztien des Feldmanchalls Jakob Keith (Berlin, 1844), 
p. 100 ; Adelung, vi. 244. 
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New Courts have, for many months back, been in work, and 
are now, at the end of the Year, fairly abreast with it, 
according to program ; — have ‘ decided of Old-Pending Law- 
suits 2,400, all that there were (one of them 200 years old, 
and filling seventy Volumes^ ; and of the 994 New ones, 772 ; 
not one Lawsuit remaining over from the previous Year.’ A 
highly gi’atifying hit of news to his Majesty ; who answers 
emphatically, Euge! and directs that the Law Hercules pro- 
ceed now to the other Provinces, — to the Kur-Mark, now, 
and Berlin itself, — with his salutary industries. Naming him 
‘ Grand Chancellor,’ moreover ; that is to say, under a new 
title, Head of Prussian Law, — old Arnim, ‘Minister of Justice,’ 
having shown himself disaffected to Law-Reform, and got 
rebuked in consequence, and sulkily gone into private life.' 

In February of this .Year, 1747, Friedrich had something 
like a stroke of apoplexy ; ‘ sank suddenly motionless, one 
day,’ and sat insensible, perhaps for half an hour: to the 
terror and horror of those about him. Hemiplegia, he calls it ; 
rush of blood to the head ; — probably indigestion, or gouty 
humours, exasperated by over-fatigue. Which occasioned 
great rumour in the world ; and at Paris, to Voltaire’s horror, 
reports of his death. He himself made light of the matter : * 
and it did not prove to have been important ; was never 
followed by anything similar through his long life ; and pro- 
duced no change in his often-wavering health, or in his habits, 
which were always steady. He is writing Memoirs ; settling 
‘ Colonies ’ (on his waste moors) ; improving Harbours. Wait- 
ing when this European War will end ; politely deaf to the 
offers of Britannic Majesty as to taking the least personal 
share in it. 

' Stenzel, iv. 321 ; Ranke, iii. 389. 

’ To Voltaire, 22d February 1747 (CEuvrts dt Fridiric, xxii. 164): see ibid, 
164 n. 
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CHAPTER III 

KUUOl'KAN WAU KATJuS DONK : TKKATY OF 
AIX-X,A-CIIAl‘KI.r.K 

The prc'jHiration.s for Cmiipaign 1748 w<'rc on a larger 
Hcalo than over, llri tannic Siihsidic.*!, a New Parliament being 
of willing mine], arc o])ulent to a degree; 192,000 men, 
(50,000 AnstriaiiH for one item, Hhall be in the Ncthcrlandfl ; 
— coupled with Uuh remarkable new elau.se, ‘And they are 
to bo there in fact, and not on j)aj)er only,’ and with a 
tarc-and-tre.t of ISO or 40 per cent, as too often heretofore! 
Holland, under it.s new Stadtholder, is stanch of pnrpo.se, if 
of nothing el.s(>. 'I'he (1/5,000 Russians, tramping along, arc 
actually dawning over the horizon, towards Tentschland, — 
King [''riedrieh standing to arms along his Hile.sian ISordcr, 
vigilant ‘Cordon of TrooiJs all the way,’ in watch of sneh 
(luestionahle transit.' llri tannic Majesty and Parliament 
seem re.solute to try, once more, to the utmost, the power of 
the breeches-poeket in delending this sacred Cause of Liberty 
so-called. 

llreeches-poekct vihiiifi ino.st other iTcpiisites : alas, with 
such methods lus you have, what can come of it? Royal 
Highness of Cuinherland is a valiant man, knowing of War 
little more than the White Hor.sc! of Hanover does ; — certain 
of ruin again, at tlie hands of Marechal do Saxe. So think 
nmny, and have their dismal mi.sgivings. ‘Saxe having eaten 
Ilergen-op-Zoom before our eyes, what can withstand the 
teeth of Haxe?’ In fact, there remains only Maes tricht, of 
considerable; and then Holland is as good as his! As for 
King Louis, glory, with funds running out, and the j)ot 
cetising to boil, has lost its charm to an alllicted France and 

* Tn AMun)', vi. MO, 143, ifiy, 3i)9(‘A|>ril 1747— Aui;u«l 1748 ') secomU of 
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him. King Louis’s wishes are known, this long while ; — and 
Ligonier, generously dismissed by him after Lauffeld,, has 
brought express word to that effect, and outline of the modest 
terms proposed in one’s hour of victory, with pot ceasing to 
boil. 

On a sudden, too, ‘ March 1 8th,’ — wintry blasts and hail- 
storms still raging, — Marcchal de Saxe, regardless of Domestic 
Hunger, took the field, stronger than ever. Manoeuvred 
about ; bewildering the mind of Royal Highness and the 
Stadtholder (‘ Will he besiege Breda ? Will he do this, will 
he do that ? ’) — poor Highness and poor Stadtholder ; who 
‘ did not agree well together,’ and had not the half of their 
forces come in, not to speak of handling them when come ! 
Bewilderment of these two once completed, Marechal de 
Saxe made ‘ a beautiful march upon Maestricht ’ ; and, April 
15th, opened trenches, a very Vesuvius of artillery, before 
that place ; Royal Highness gazing into it, in a doleful 
manner, from the adjacent steeple- tops. Royal Highness, 
valour’s self, has to admit : ‘ Such an outlook ; not half of 
us got together ! The 60,000 Austrians are but 30,000 ; 
the — In fact, you will have to make Peace, what else ? ’ ^ 
Nothing else, as has been evident to practical Official People 
(especially to frugal Pelham, Chesterfield and other leading 
heads) for these two months lost past. 

In a word, those 35,000 Russians are still far away under 
the horizon, when thoughts of a new Congress, ' Congress of 
Aix-la-Chapelle,’ are busying the public mind ; ‘ Mere moon- 
shine again ? ’ ‘ Something real this time ? ’ — And on and 
from March 17th (Lord Sandwich first on the ground, and 
Robinson from Vienna coming to help), the actual Congress 
begins assembling there. April 34>th, the Congress gets 
actually to business ; very intent on doing it ; at least the 
three main parties, France, England, Holland, are supremely 
so. Who, finding, for five diligent days, nothing but haggle 
and objection on the part of the others, did by themselves 


meet; under eloiul ol uigld;, ‘night of April i2£)th-.‘i0l;h ’ ; luul 
— bring the I’reliiniuiiries to i)erfeetion. And have them 
signed before dnj'hrealc ; which is, in ell’ect, signing, or nt 
least fixing as certain, the ‘IVeaty itself; so that Armistice 
can ensue straightway, and the War essentially end. 

A fixed thing; the Ihir.seholders having signed. On the 
safe rear of which, your recipient Subsidiary I’arties can argue 
and i)rotest(as the l''aupre.ss-(j!ueenand herKaunitz vehemently 
did, to great lengths), and gradually come in and finish. 
Which, in the course of the next six months, they all did, 
lOmpre.ss-fifneen ami Mxeellency Kaunit/, not excepted. And 
.so, October IHth, tTlH, all details being, in the interim, 
either got setlled, or got flung into corners as unsettleable 
(mostly the latter),- 'IVeaty itself was signed by everybody ; 
and there was ‘ IVsice of Aix-la-Ohapelle.’ Upon which, 
exce])t to remark transiently how inconclusive a conclusion it 
was, mere end of war hecau.se your powder is run out, mere 
truce till you gatlier breath and gunpowder again, we will 
spend no word in this place.* 

''I'lio 'IVi'iity Ilf Ai.v-lii-('lm|iellc wivH iloiie In ii liuny imi) ii Inidillo ; 
ffrciiUy to Min iu 'riicniHfi's iliHgUHl. “ Why not go on with your (ixpimill- 
Uu'cs, yoScd-l’owoi'H? (hill numoy iiud lifo ho spent hotter? I have yot 
ooiniuered iioxt to nothing for llio Cmiso of F/lhorty and myself !” )kit 
till! .Sea-l’oivm'H woi'o Ured of it; Urn Diitrh ospeoiiilly, iiho had hoon 
hoisted ivilh snoli diHieulty, londod strongly, Now Sliidlholder notwith- 
standing, to ]ihnn]) down again into stahlo oi|nilihritim on the hroad- 
liotUmi principle. Ilnddlc-up Iho matter; end it, well if you can; any 
way mid it. 'I'ho 'I'realy contained many Artic.los, now hecomo forgot- 
lahlo to mankind. 'I’hero is only Ono Arlielo, and tho (Unit of One, 
wliich shall concern ns in this place. 'I’ho Ono Article is : giiaranleo hy 


' ('iim)drlc ilclails in yhMiittir, vi. aa.s-<itiy: 'OcLoher 1747,’ I.igonicr rcliini. 
in|;, and (irst nmnmr of new Coni;rc:,s (aah); ' lyih Marcli 1748,' Sandwich 
comc(,)aj); 'April aylli-.yilli,’ niccl under cloud of uigla (32O) ; KaimiU. pro- 
tesling (.ijij) ; ' 2d Augin.1,' Kiis-.inm; lo halt and liiiu (31)7) ; ‘ arc over hUo the 
Olimpf.ii/, um|;.i/,uic!i ahriid at Nltriilicrg ’ j in .Seiilcmhcr, get lo lliihmcn again, 
and winter theic ; ‘ iStli October 174S,’ Treaty linished (jijH, 4oy) t 'I'reaty 
ilBclfgiven {i/i., llcytagc, 44). .Sec tifiitltman's and Old Neiuspuptn 

uf 1748 ! Coxe's J’tiham, ii. 7-41, i. 366-416. 
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all the European Powers to Friedrich’s Treaty of Dresden. Punctually 
got as bargained for^ — French especially willing; Britannic Majesty 
perhaps a little languid, but his Ministers po.sitive on the point ; so that 
Friedrich’s Envoy had not much difficulty at Aix. And now, Friedrich’s 
Ownership of Silesia recognised by all the Powers to be final and 
unquestionable, surely nothing more is wanted? Nothing, — except 
keeping of this solemn stipulation by all the Powers. How it was kept 
by some of them ; in what sense some of them are keeping it even now, 
we shall see by and by. 

'The Want of an Article was, on the part of England, concerning 
Jenkins’s Ear. There is not the least conclusion arrived at on that 
important Spanish-English Question ; blind beginning of all these con- 
flagrations ; and which, in its meaning to the somnambulant Nation, 
is so immense. No notice taken of it ; huddled together, some hasty 
shovelful or two of diplomatic ashes cast on it, "As good as extinct, you 
see 1 ” Left smoking, when all the rest is quenched. Considerable 
feeling there vras, on this point, in the heart of the poor somnambulant 
English Nation ; much dumb or semi-articulate growling on such a 
Peace-Treaty : " W e have arrived nowhere, then, by all this fighting, 
and squandering, and perilous stumbling among the chimney-pots? 
Spain (on its own showing) owed us 85,000/. Spain’s debt to Hanover ; 
yes, you take care of that ; some old sixpenny matter, which nobody ever 
heard of before : and of Spain’s huge debt to England you drop no hint; 
of the 95,000/., clear money, due by Spain; or of one’s liberty to 
navigate the High Seas, none 1 ” * A Peace the reverse of applauded in 
England; though the wiser Somnambulants, much more Pitt and Friends, 
who are broad awake on these German points, may well be thankful to see 
such a War end on any terms.’ 

— Well, surely this old admitted 95,000Z. should have been 
paid ! And, to a moral certainty, Robinson and Sandwich 
must have made demand of it from the Spaniard. But there 
is no getting old Debts in, especially from that quarter. 
‘ King Friedrich ’ (let me interrupt, for a moment, with this 
poor composite Note) ‘ is trying in Spain even now, — ever 
since 174)6, when Termagant’s Husband died, and a new 
King came, — for payment of old debt : Two old Debts ; 
quite tolerably just both of them. King Friedrich keeps 
trying till 174<9, three years in all; and, in the end, gets 

* Protest of English Merchants against, etc, (‘ May 1748 given in Adtlung, 

353-358- 
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the inleriin,’ gift from the new King of Spain, I can suppose, 
which proved extremely useful in our Wool Industries ; ‘ and, 
from the same polite b’erdinand vi., a Porcelain Vase fdled 
with Spanish Snufl'.’ 'I’liat was all ! — 

King Friedrich, hit mo note farther, is getting decidedly 
deep into snuff; holds hy Sjxtiiiol (a dry yellow pungency, 
analogous to Lnndy-Foot or Irish'Blaekgnard, known to 
snuffy renders); always hy Spaniol, wc say; and more 
es})ecially ‘ the kind used hy her Majesty of Spain,’ the now 
Dowager 'Permagant ; ' which, also, is to he remei>d)ered. 
Dryasdust adds, in his sweetly consecutive way : ‘ Friedrich 
was very ex])i'nsive ahout his snuff-boxes; wore two big rich 
boxes in his pockets; five or six stood on tables ahout; and 
more tlian a hundred in store, coming-out hy turns for variety. 
Phe cheapest of them cost dOO/. (!i,()()0 thalers) ; lie had 
them as high as 1,500/. At his death, there were found IflO 
of various values ; they were the substance of all the jewelry 
he had ; la.'sides the.se. snuffhoxes, two gold watches only, and 
a very small modicum of rings. Had yttarly for ))ersonal 
I'lxpendiUirc 1, ‘100,000 thalers’ (1M0,000/. of Civil last, as 
we should say) ; ‘ xpnit 015,000/. of it, and yearly gave 
the rest away in Royal hemdicences, aid of burnt Villages, 
inundated Provinces, and multifarious Palcr-P(Uriw objects.”* 
— In regard to Jnikiiix's Kar, my Constitutional Friend 
continues : 

’ Orilcra tlii« kind, from liln Amlinnsntlor in I’aris, '30II1 Scplembcr 1M3’! 
tlie enrlicnt cxtsiit iriii c ol liis hmillliii' liiiliits (I’ichsh, i, ,)09). — Note farther (if 
InU'ieslini;) : ‘ Tlic Tdiim(;aiit still loslcd ns Downier, connmnlnB Spaniol nt 
Iciisi, for nenr twenty yrnis (dinl iltli July jyC6): the new Kin;;, Pis dinund vr., 
wu!i her r/r/'Son, not her son ; he went iniul, poor soul, nnd died (loth August 
i7.S‘d t "P'St which. Curios of Nuph'S, our own “ Muhy Curios " thiu once was, 
suMcctlcd in Spuin, " King Curios III. of Spain” ; h-iiving his Son, a young hoy 
under tutchigc, ns King of the Two Sicilies (Khtg " Kerdinnnd iv.," who did 
not die, Imt hntl his dillicidties, till iSj.?). Don Philip, win) hnd fou;;ht so in 
those Savoy I'u'rteii, and got the bit of I’urmeiiiut Country, died lydj, the year 
before Mamma.’ 

• I’rouss, i. .(uy, 410. 
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Ii8th Oct. 1748 

‘ and Jenkhis's Ear, we often say, were the two hits of realities 
in this enormous hurlyburly of imaginations, insane ambitions, and 
zeros and negative quantities. Negative Belleisle goes lioine, not with 
Germany cut in Four and put under guidance of the First Nation of the 
Universe (so extremely fit for guiding self and neighbours), but with the 
First Nation itself reduced almost to wallet and staff ; bankrupt, beggared 
— “ Yes,” it answers, “ in all but glory ! Have not we gained Fontenoy, 
Roucoux, LaufFeld ; and strong-places innumerable ” (mostly in a state 
of dry-rot)? ‘'Did men ever fight as we Frenchmen; combining it 
with theatrical entertainments, too ! Sublime France, First Nation 
of the Universe, will try another flight (essor), were she breathed a 
little!” 

‘ Yea, a new essor ere long, and perhaps surprise herself and mankind ! 
The losses of men, money and resource, under this mad empty Enter- 
prise of Belleisle’s, were enormous, palpable to France and all mortals : 
but perhaps these were trifling to the replacement of them by such 
gloire as there had been. A gloire of plunging into War on no cause at 
all ; and with an issue consisting only of foul gases of extreme levity. 
Messieurs are of confessed promptitude to fight; and their talent for it, 
in some kinds, is very great Indeed. But this treating of battle and 
slaughter, of death, judgment and eternity, as light playhouse matters ; 
this of rising into such transcendency of valour, as to snap your fingers 
In the face of the Almighty Maker ; this. Messieurs, give me leave to 
say so, is a thing that will conduct you and your Premiere Nation to the 
Devil, if you do not alter it. Inevitable, I tell you I Your road lies 
that way, then ? Good-morning, Messieurs ; let me still hope. Not ! ’ 

Diplomatist Kaunitz gained his first glories in this Congress 
of Aix; which are still great in the eyes of some. Age now 
thirty-seven ; a native of these Western parts ; but hence- 
forth, by degrees ever more, the shining star and guide of 
Austrian Policies down almost to our own New Epoch. As, 
unluckily, he will concern us not a little, in time corning, 
let us read this Note, as foreshadow of the man and his 
doings ; 

‘The glory of Count, ultimately Prince, von Kaunitz-Rietberg, is 
great in Diplomatic Circles of the past Century. “The greatest of 
Diplomatists,” they all say ;— and surely it is reckoned something to 
become the greatest in your line. Farther than this, to the readers of 
these times, Kaunitz-Rietberg’s glory does not go. A great character, 
great wisdom, lasting great results to his Country, reader's do not trace 



in ivuutuWH (iiinomucHiH,- mny umiponu-y groat roHuiu, or wimt lio and 
llio bynUmdorH thimglit Huoh, to KaiiniU IiiiuHolF, llo wiw Uio Hujire.mo 
Jovo, wo porcoivoj in ttiat oxtinc.t Olymptm; and rogardH witli Hulillmo 
pity, not unalliod to conlonipt, all otlior diplomatic liolngH. A man 
Kparing of wonla, Hjiaring ovon of lookij j will lianlly lift liin oyolidn for 
your Huko, will lift porliapw liia r.liin, in alight mouoayllaliio fiiHliion, 
and atalk Huporlativcly through the other door. King of tho vanished 
ShadowH. A dolormined halt'r cd' k'n-ah Air; rodo under glass cover, 
on tho finest day ; mado tho very Umpross alint her windows whon he 
came to audience ; fed, cautiously (luring, mi boiled capons : more I ro- 
meinber not,- oxe.oiit also that he would sulTor no mention of tho 
word Jkalh by any mortal.* A most high siiilling, fantastic, slightly in- 
solont shadow-king ; ruled, in his lime, the now-vanished Olymjms ; and 
liad tho dlllimilt glory (defective only In result) of uniting franco and 
Austria (iijainH tho (loor old .Sea-l’owor niilk-c.ows, for tho purpose of 

recovering Silesia from b’riedrich, a few years lumen 1’ Those are 

wondrous results; hidden under I ho horivion, nut very far either; and 
will astunisli llrllannic Majesty and idi readers, in a few years. 


AfnrMutl dc iSdtr luiijH I'Yictlrivh a I7.v/f 

III Suiiuiior I74i), Mni'eeluil tin Simi, Ihc otluir sliiny llgme 
of liiia uiiul IltisiiuiSN of Uui Ncllu'rliiiid.s, pnid I'ViedricIi it 
visit; Imd tho limimir to l)c oiilcrlained by liiiii throe days 
(July 1 Dtli-I (illi, 1741)), ill his Royal (lottago of SaiiH-Soiioi 
sooiiiiiigly, ill his choico.st inaniUT. (’urio.Hity, which is now 
nothing: like so vivid as it llicii was, would ho glad to listen a 
little, in this meeting of two Suns, or of one. Sun and one 
iniiiiense 'J'ar-llarrel, or Atinosiiheric Meteor really of Hhiiiiiig 
nature, ami taken lor a Sim. lint the Books are. silent; not 
tlie lea.st detail, or liint, or feature granted ns. Only Fancy ; 
— and this of Sineirniigus, by way of long farewell to one of 
the parties : 

* * 'It was at, Toiigri's, or In hcadiiuartors near it, 10th October 
I7d(l, iiattic expected on (he morrow ' (Italtle of Uow.mtx, over towards 
IlersUil, which we used to know), ' Uiat M. Favarl, Saxe's IMiiywriglit 
and Tliealr(!-l)ireclor, gave out In clieerfiil doggerel on fall of tho 
OurUin, Dio niniouncemenl : 

’ llonoiiyr, (KiUi rekhiuhtr I'lularcH, iv. (.'jlcs), 231-283. 
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' ‘ ' Demain nous donncrons reldche, 
Quoigue le Direcleur s'en fdche, 

Vous voir comhleroit nos desirs : 

On doit odder tout d, la gloire ; 

Vous ne songez qu’ A la viotoire, 

Nous ne songeons qu’ A vos plaislrs." * 


(I3th-i6th July 1749 
* “Tomorrow is no Play, 

To the Manager’s regrot, 

■Whose sole study is to keep 
happy : 

But, you boing bout upon victory. 
What can ho do ? — 

Day after tomorrow, — 


Day after tomorrow,” added he, taking the official tone, “in honour of 
your laurels,” (gained already, since you resolve on gaining them), “ we 
will have the honour of presenting ” — such and such a gay Farce, to as 
many of you as remain alive ! tVliich was received with gay clapping of 
hands : admirable to the Universe, at least to the Parisian Univers and 
oneself. Such a prodigality of light daring is in these French gentle- 
men, skilfully tickled by the Marechnl ; who uses this Playwright, 
among other implements, for keeping them at the proper pitch. Was 
there over seen such radiancy of valour ? Very radiant indeed ; — yet, it 
seems to me, gone somewhat into the phosphorescent kind ; shining in 
the dark, as fish will do when rotten 1 'War has actually its serious 
character ; nor is Death a farcical transaction, however high your genius 
may go. But what then ? it is the Marechal’s trade to keep those poor 
people at the cutting pitch, on any terms that will hold for the moment. 

‘ I know not which was the most dissolute Army over seoii in the 
world ; hut this of Saxe’s was very dissolute. Playwright Favart had 
withal a beautiful clever Wife, — upon whom the courtships, munificent 
blandishments, thveatenings and utmost endeavours of Mardchal do Saxo 
(in his character of goatfooted Satyr) could not produce the least im- 
pression. For a whole year, not the least. Whereupon the Goatfootod 
had to get Lettre de Cachet for her ; had to — in fact, produce the hrutalest 
Adventure that is known of him, even in this brutal kind. Poor Favart, 
rushing about in despair, not permitted to run him through the belly, 
and die with his Wife undishonoured, had to console himself, he and 
she ; and do agreeable theatricalities for a living as heretofore. Let us 
not apeak of it ! 

‘ Of Saxe’s Generalship, which is now a thing fallen pretty much into 
oblivion, I have no authority to speak. He had much wild natural in- 
genuity in him ; cunning rapid whirls of contrivance ; and gained Tlireo 
Battles and very many Sieges, amid the loudest clapping of hands that 
could well be. He had perfect intrepidity; not to be flurried by any 
amount of peril or confusion ; looked on that English Column, advancing 
at Fontenoy with its/cu infernal, steadily through his perspective ; chew- 
ing his leaden bullet: “Going to beat me, then? Well — !” Nobody 
needed to be braver. He had great good-nature too, though of hot 


Biegrafhit UniverselU, xiv. 209, § Favart ; Espagnac, ii. l6*. 
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liMuju'r Hiul H(i full ol mulUlunous vuruuilioa ; a Hubatratuin or iii- 
iirtiniliitu (((iDil Hi'iiKii ttitlml, mid miuih um(i;iiauimity run wililj or run 
to Htuul. A liiK-liiiilii'il, KWAHliiiijf, iH'rpendic.iilar kind of follow; Imufflity 
of fiico, 1ml jolly loo ; with » hi^, not UK’ly Hliut;— captivating to tho 
Kronch Nation, mid fit (lod of ^V'llr (filtor than “ Dalhousio,” 1 am Buro !) 
for that HUHi-i'ptivo I’lmplo, Undoratood thoir Army also, what it was 
thou mid Ihi'io ; mid how, hy ttifutriciila mid othorwiso, to got a great 
deal of fire out of it. tireat deal of fini; wliotlior hy gradual conflagra- 

tion or not, on the road to ruin or not ; how, ho did not care, la roBpect 
of military '‘fame" ho railed, he had tho great advantage of fighting 
alwoya ngaiiiHt had tieiieralH, NomeliiiieH ngaiiiHt tho very worst. To his 
fame an advantage ; to hiniHelf and hia real worth, far tho reverse. Had 
lie falleii-in with a I'Viedrirh, even with a Ilrowiio or a 'I’raiin, there 
might liavfl heen dilferont iiewa got. hViedricli (who was never stingy 
in Hill’ll inaltera, ei:r.e)il to hia own (Iciierals, whore it might do hurt) 
is profuse in hiH oulogieH, in hia adinirations of .Saxo ; amiahlo to see, 
and not iHMineero ; hut whirh, perhaps, praetir.ally do not moan very 
muelt. 

' It Is certain the l''n’nrli Army reaped no profit from its oxporionco of 
Marerhal do Saxe, mid the high tlieatriealilles, orniimonlnl hlnekgiinrdisms, 
mid riilhuile of death and life. In tho long-run a graver face would have 
heen of lieller augury. King hViedricli’i) solillors, oiio ohsorvos, on tho eve 
of haltle, setllo their lilts of worldly husinesH ; and winil-up, many of 
them, with a hoarse whisper of prayer. Oliver (.’romwoll’s soldiers did 
HO, OiiKtaf AdolTK; in fai'l, I tiiink all good NoldiorH, lloncoiix with a 
I’riiiee Karl, Isiiiirelil with a Diiko of thunherliind ; you gain your 
Uoucoux, your laiiiireld. Human .Stupidity permitting: hut one day you 
I'all-ln with Hiiiiian Intelligence, In an extremely grave form ;--aml your 
“Mm," ehiHlIo oulhursl, llie (|uie.keHt In Nature, what hecomos of it? 
Wait hut another deeade ; we Hliall hoo what an Army this lias grown. 
Oiipidily, dls)mne»ly, flounileriiig Hlnpidily, iiidisr.iplino, mistrust; and 
an eliiHilr. imlsjmrl (Mm) turned often onoiigh into tlio form ol Sauve-qui- 
peut I 

' M. lo Mareiihal iurvived Aix-la-Oliapelle little more than two years. 
I,ivmi at (tlmmlmnl, on the [.iiiro, an Kx-Royal I’lilae.o ; In auoh splendour 
aH ni'ver wan. tVeiil down In a roHepiiik cloud, as if of perfect felicity ; 
of glory that would laat forever, which it has by no moans done. Ho 
made despatch ; escaped, in this world, the Nemesis, which often waits on 
what they rail "fame," Hy diligent Hervirn of tho Devil, in ways not 
worth Hpccifyiiig, lie «aw himseir, Knvemhor Hist, 17d0, flung prostrate 
suddenly : " I’ntrid fever ! " gloom tho Doctors omiiimiNly to ono another; 
and, Novemher flOth, the Devil (1 am ivfiald it was ho, though clad In 
roseate ofl'ulgenco, mid melodiouH oxci’odiiigly) carried him homo on those 


kind IcrniH, bh IViim n ('nivi>rHi< mII tit Opi'M. 
17H1I !" nuirmiirenl tin' to iiimiolf,’ 
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•' Wait till 17 MI. Ull 


Titlin' Xac.'i, thill iDiurrn u.t, nf' Valtuiir aiul Olhnu, 

About two iiiottlh'i uftrf tlioio Siixo-bVifilnoh hoHpilnlitiu)) 
at SaoH-Som-i, Vollniiv, writing, lain at oiglil, iVoni tlio hoH- 
pitable Palaro of 'rilulur Stnniilaiit, has llifM- wovtln, to his 
trnslt'il D'Argriitul ; 

tiuui vitlr, -llh ITdO. * * ' tin ( liiiti'li't, this IU(^;lit, 

vfliilo diirllililiiig inor hi’r Xfuiim, frltn liltltt tMtogi'; »lii' i hIIi'i) s wiit- 
iiiK-niBhl, who imil only limo to linhl not law n|iftiii, niiil niti-h a lillli' 
tllrl, whoai llioy furrlril to Us l•rllllh', 'I'hi' Mothi'c BmiiiKfil hor jiinHon, 
wwvL to hell : iiail Iho whole of llml (/mif cf/ii) is slri'iiinu' tike it ilnrmiMoii', 
nt the hour I write to you.' My aioirdhai BOKel«, ‘ imnr I hIib'h'I Imvii 
HO i<nny II (ielivery of my t'litiliiui ' (my Hillin' SiiiyiI, I'nr the rnnfiiHioii of 
old (‘rC'ldUoii nod the rnhiiU) ! * ' * 

And then, nix davH Inter, hear another Witness present Uiere : 

Uiiiifi'ittf I’liliii'ti, HIM Si’iiti'iiilirr, ‘ h'nt' the lirnt three or foor days, the 
health of the Mother appeared exrelleiit ; deimtion nothioK' hot the weak- 
la'HM ioHeparahle from her niluntioti. 'J'he weather was rery warm. Milk- 
fever rnmo, whleh made the heal wono'. In spite of remimstranres, slat 
would have some lecd liarley-wnter ; drank a hin ({lass of it ; and, sonui 
iiiHlunU after, had ((real pain in her head ; followed hy other had symp* 
tiiniH.' ^\'llil•h hroughl the Dnrtnr in a|{nin, several Unelors, hastily 
Hiimimmod ; wlio, after ditlieolties, thought again that all vias eoining 
right, And an, im the siilh night, lOth Septemher, iinjniriiig friends 
had left the siek-rmim htipefnlly, and gnue down to supper, ' the rather 
BH Madame Heemed ineUiied In Hleep. There reinuined none with her hot 
M, do Nt. Ijuniliort, one of her maids and I. M. de .st, I,amhert, ns soon 
UM the Htnuigers were gone, went fnreard and spoke some nioioents to 
her; hut Heeing her Bleepy, drew hark, and sat ehalting with ns two. 
Might or ton minuU'H after, we heard a kind nf rattle in the thmal, in- 
termixed witli hieemigliH : we ran In the hed ; fimnd her seiiNeleHs ; rai a-d 
her to a Hitting |iosture, tried vinivigreUt'H, ruhhed her feel, kinirked into 
the palniH of Imr liandH ; all in vain ; she w as dead ! 

‘ Of eourHO the Hupper-jmrty hurst-up into her room ; M, le Miiri)oiN du 
tJhutolotj M, do VolUiiro, and the others, I'rofound I'oii-teroation ; to 


' Oiut'ia, Uxiv. 57 (Voltaire to It'Argeiital). 


tRiirH, U) oi'ioH Kum'odecl a mournful Hiionce. Voltaire and St. Lambert 
remiiiued the IiiHt aliiml her hed. At leiigtli Voltaire quitted the room ; 
ffot (uit by tlio (irand Kntranee, hardly knowiiiff which way ho wont. At 
tho foot of llm Outer Staira, near a aentry'H box, lio foil full loiigth on tho 
pavement. Ilia lackey, who waa a atop or two behind, rushed forward to 
raiao liim. At that moment camo M. do St. Lambert; who liad taken 
tho Hiimo road, and who now haaUmed to help. M. do Voltaire, onco on 
hia feet ap:ain, and reco^fniain;? who it waa, said, through his tears and 
with tho moat )iathetie, ariu-nl, "Ah, mon ami, it is you that have killed 
lier to mo !" anil then suddenly, as if slartiiig awake, with tho tone of 
ropronr.il and deaimir, " hVi, man Dim, Mimsieur, do qnoi vous iwhiex-vom 
do liii fnirn un rq/hiil (tiood (iod. Sir, what jmt it into your bond to — 

Poor M. do VollniiT; Hiitlik’nly become widower, iiiid 
lluiig'oot ii|i{)ii lii.s .sliin.s agiiiii, iiL bis Lime of life! May 
now wiindcr, I.shnmel- like, whilher Ite will, in thi.s hard 
lonc.Momo worlil. Hi.s grief i.s overwhelming, mixed with 
oilier shurii feelings due on Ihe matter; bnt docs not last 
very long, in Unit [loignnnt form. He will tiirn-up on u.s, 
in his new enimeity of single-man, again brilliant enough, 
within year and day. 

I.ast Ani imin, Sept ember 17d'H, Wilhehnina’s one Daughter, 
one eliild, was wedded ; to that young Durchlaueht of Wiir- 
temherg, whom we saw gallanting the little girl, to Wil- 
helmina's anm.senienl, some years ago. About tlie wedding, 
nothing; nor idimit Ihe wedded life, what would have been 
more enrions ; no Wilhehnina now to tell ns anything; 
not even wliellier Mamnin Ihe improper Duchess wa.s there. 
From lierlin, the 'I'wo youngest Princes, Henri and Ferdinand, 
alLended at Ilaireulh; Mannstein, our old Russian friend, 
now Prussian again, e.seorling him.''* The King, too busy, I 
suppo.se, willi Silesian Heviews and tlic like, .sends his best 
wishes,, for indeed the Match was of his .sanctioning and 
advising ; — though his wishes proved mc-re disappointment in 

' I..onKchiuuii cl Wagnierc, il/Artuim j«r VolUnie,\\. 250,251 | Lungchamp 
loti nil nr. 

’ Seyfarlh, ii. 76. 
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thu .so((iu'l. I'Vifdrit’li got no ‘ fiirtluTnncc in tin* SM-nbiiui- 
I'Viinconiiin (’iirk's,’ or favour anywhoro, by niouns of this 
Diurhlaucht ; in thr riiil, far tho revorso ! -In a word, the 
Imppy couplo rollril away to Wurli’inhcrg (Srptoinbor '2()th, 
IT-IH); ho twonly, slu: Hixlocii, poor young oroaLiUTH ; and 
in yoars following booamo unhappy to a dogroe, 

Tlioro was but one oliilil, and it, soon diod. 'I'lio young 
Sereno Jjuly "'a.s of airy higli .tpirit; gracoful, olovor, good 
loo, Uu’V said ; porhaps a tliought too proud : but as for 
hor Uoigning Duko, Ihoro was .soldoiu soon so lurid a Soronity ; 
and it wa.s ililHoult to livo bosido him. A most arhitrary 
Horr, willi glooms and wluum; tliniayod, amliitious, voracious, 
and tho. temper of an angry undo, very fit to have boon 
lialtoi'wi, in a judicious mniiner, instead of lioing .set In lialtor 
others! I'hmugh, in six or .seven yeai-s lime, Die liright I’air 
found itself grown llmnderous, opaque beyond de.scription ; 
and (in tTfii)) had to .s|ilit asunder for good. ‘Owing to 
the reigning Duke’s behaviour,’ saiil everybody. 'Has lie- 
liaved so, I would run in'm throngb the liody, if we met!’ 
said his own Drotlier onee ; Drolher h'riedrieli Mttgen, a 
I’russian (leneral by that time, whom wi- sliall Insir of.' 
Wliat thoughts for our dear Willielmiiia, iu her biller weak 
years ; lapjaHl iu eternal silenee, as so mueh else is. 


C’.IIAl’TKH IV 

COCCK.II flNISIlKS 'I'ltK I.AW-UKfOUM ; KUl I’.DUItni 
IS I’lllNTIND Ills I’OKSIF.S 

In the.se years, Friedrieli goes on vietoriously with his 
I aiw-Kcforni ; Ilereulean (’oeeeji with jX.ssislants, Imeked by 
Fricdrieh, henelicently compiering Province after Province to 
him -ICur-Mark, Neu-Mark, Oleve (all ea.sy, iu comparison, 
‘ I’rcuHii, iv, Mii-lnirlii, iii. 451. 



afU'r ronimoni), mid (iniilly I’missen itself; — to the joy 
and profit of the Hmne, (’oeeeji’s inetliod, so far as the 
Foreign onlooker ran diseern across nmch haze, seems to 
be threefold : 

1". Extirpation (jiainlesH, were it possible) of the Petti- 
fogger Species; imleixl, of the Attorney S[)eeies altogether: 
‘Seek other employnients ; disappear, all of you, from these 
preeinets, under penalty!' 'fhe Advocate himself takes 
charge of the suit, from first birth of it; and secs it ended, — 
he knows within what limit of time. 

a". Sifting-out of all ineompetent Advocates, ‘ Follow that 

Atlorney-Company, you; away!’- sifting-out all these, and 

retaining in each Court, with fees accurately settled, with 
characler slamptsl sound, or at least .wuntlosi, the number 
actually needed. In a milder way, hut still more strictly, 
Judges stupid or otherwise incompclcnt are riddled-out; able 
Judges appointed, and their salaries raised. 

;i". 'iVhat seems to he h’ritxlrich’s own invention, what in 
outcome he thinks will he the. summary of all good Law- 
I’rocedure ; A final Sentence (three, ‘instances’ you can have, 
hut the third ends it for you) within the Year. Good, 
surely. A justice that intends to he exact must front the 
complicacies in a ix'solute piercing manner, and will not be 
tedious. Nay, a justice that is not modis'atcly swift,-— human 
hearts wailing for it, the wliile, in a cancerous stale, instead 
of hopefully following their work,-- -what, comparatively, is 
the. use of its living never so exact! - 

Simple, enough methods ; rough and ready. Needing, in 
tlie exei'ulion, clear iiuman eyesight, clear human honesty, — 
which hapjien to he (iresent here, and without which no 
‘ method ’ whatever cun he executed that will really profit. 

In the course of 174^, Friedrich, judging by Pommern 
and the. other symptoms that his enterprise was safe, struck 
u victoriouH Medal upon it: * F'ra/crica.v lionmorum Ilex,' 
pressing with his sceptre the ohliipie. llalance to a level 


jui.sUu'o. ; with K]iij'ru[)h, * And by New- 

yenre-dny ITnU, Ihn nmttfr wiis in ell’ci'l I’ninplnted ; mul 
‘jimliof chcnii, cxpnditinit-i, ivi-tiiin,' a fact, in all Prnssiun 
IjvikIh. 

Nay, in 17-tl)-1751, to comjilclc the matter, (’occeji’s 
‘Project of a general l^iw Cmle,’ /'m/VW t/c.? (.’oijiiirk Jtim 
Frkhrldai)i, came, forth in print.;''' to the admiration of 
mankind, at home and ahroa<l ; ‘the First (’ode attempted 
Hinco .Tn.stinian’.s time,’ say they. Pinjtrl translated into all 
langnage.s, ami r<'ad in all couidrie.s. A poor mildewed copy 
of this (Vw/r.r Frulcrirhiiiii.i, done at Kdinlmrgh 17()1, not 
said hy wlmm ; evidently hmigiit at least /tnVc, anti mostly 
never yet reail (nor like heing irail), is known to me, for 
yearn past, in a ghastly manner ! NVitliont the least prollt 
to this jiresent, or to any other Knterpris(>; thmigh persons 
of name in Jnrisprmlence rail it merilorimis in their Science; 
the (ir.st real at tempt at iv Code in Motlern times. Itnt. the 
truth is, this Cocceji ( ot/e.r remained a l'n>jrt t merely, never 
enacted anywhere. It was not. till 177.’S, that hViedrich 
miulc actnid attempt to huihl a l.<iwd’tMle; ami did Imild 
one (the fonmlalion-slorv of one, for his slmre, compleletl 
sinct;), in which this of Coreeji had little part. In 17711, 
the thing mnst again he mentiomal; the ‘Second l.aw- 
Ueform,’ as they call it. What we practically know from 
this time is, That 1‘nissian Ijiwsiiils, (lirongh Friedrich’s 
Reign, do all terminate, or push at their nlmo.st for ter- 
minating, within one year from hirth ; and that Friedrich's 
fame, as a hene/iceiit Jnsliiiian, rose high in all Countries 
(strange, in Countries that hat! tUongltt him a War-scourge 
and Compiering Hero) ; strange, hut undeniable ; ® and that 

' I.cllcr U) Oiticrji, !icciiini«tii>iiir; ri>|iy nf llir Mrilnt in tielil, ' amli June 
1748' (Heyfurlli, it. (17 «.), 

“ Ilntte, 2 veil, folio (I'rcuss, i, 3161 see i/'iJ. 315 leito llie e 

etc., now Bellied by Cocceji). 

• Sec Genlkmon's xx. aiS-aiH (' May 17^0 '): cliH(urni, enlliifii.olic 

r'iven there, 'of Diiroii tic S|s>n In Chsiinll.ir ! on llicnc 
inimitslile Iaw AcliicvcmcniB. 



his own People, if more silently, yet in practice very gladly 
indeed, welcomed his Ijuv-Ueform ; and, from day to day, 
enjoyed the same,— no doubt with occasional remembrance 
who the Donor was. 

Of Pricdrich’s Idterary works, nobody, not even Friedricli 
himself, will think it necessary that we say much. But the 
fact is, he is iloing a gix'at many things that way: in Prose, 
the Mnmiin e)/' Jinnutcuhurf^, coming out ns Pai)or.s in the 
Aeailemy from lime to lime ; * in Verne, very secret as yet, 
the Pitlladiiin (' exciuisite Burle.st|ue,' think some), the Art 
of War (reckoned Inily his best Piece in verse) ; — and wishes 
Homelimes he had Voltaire here to perfect him a little. This 
loo would he one of the practical charms of Voltaire.’^ For 
though King h’rieilrich knows and rememhers always, that 
thc.se things, especially the \’er.se jjart, arc mere amusements 
in comparis(n\, he has the cretlitahle wish to do these well ; 
one woidd not faidasy Ul even on the h'hite, if one could help 
it. ‘Why doesn't \'oltaire come; as ()uanty. of the Flute 
h/is donci'’ Friedrich, now that Voltaire has fallen widower, 
renews his pressings, ‘ Why don’t you come P ’ Patience, your 
Majesly ; Voltaire will come. 

Nobody can wish details in Ihis Deisirtment : but there is 
one thing ncce-isary to he mentioned, I'hat Friedrich in these 
years, 1 7't9" 1 Tdtl, has Pritilcrs out at Potsdam, and is 
Printing, ‘in hcantiful quarto form, with copperplates,’ to 
the (•.xtcnl of tweivo copies, the (Kuvres (Poetical, that is) 
du Pliilounjilir dr Siiii.^ Snuri. Only twelve copies, I have 
lieanl ; gift of a single copy indicnting that you are among 
the choicest of the chosen. Copies have now fallen extremely 
r/u'c (and an; not in nspiest at all, with my readers or me) ; 
hut then; was one Ct>py which, or the Mis-title of which, as 
(Duvre. dr ' Pohhlr ' du Hot inon Maitrr, became miraculously 

' From >7,t6 mul tmwurd : finl imlilUiicd complete (after slight revision by 
Foltsirc), Hrrliii. 17^1. 

Frinlridi'a l.riirT to Aleatiitli ((Kuvrft, xvili. 66), ‘ 12th .Scptcmlier I749'’ 

VOI.. V. 4 
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famous m a year or two ; — and is still memorable to us all ! 

On Voltaire’s arrival, we shall hear more of these things. 
Enough to say at present that the (Fyuvres du Philosophe 
dc Saiui-iS'oud : An Donjon du CIuUc.au . Avec Privilege 
d^Ajiallou^ — ‘three tliiimish (juarto volumes, all the Poetry 
thou on hand,' — was finished early in 1760, before Voltaire 
came. That, when Voltaire came, a rcvisal was undertaken, 
a new Edition, with Voltaire’s corrections and other changes 
(total sinipression of the Palladion^ for one creditable change) ; 
that this Edition was to have been in Two Volumes; that 
One, accortliugly, rather thicker than the former sort, was 
got finished in 17.6 2 (same Tilh^ only the new Date, and 
‘no Donjon du C/uUcau this time’). One Volume in 1762; 
after which, owing to the explosions that ensued, no Second 
came, nor over will ; — and that the actual contents of that 
far-famed (J.invrti dc ‘ Pohhie' (number of volumes even) are 
points of mystery to me, at this day.^ 

Friedrich’s other cin])loyments are multifarious as those of 
a liand’s Husband (not inferior to hi.s Father in that respect); 
and, like the benefits of the diurnal Sun, arc to be considered 
incessant, innumerable, and, in rcsidt to usward, xlknl also, 
impossible to speak of in this place. From the highest pitch 
of State-craft (llussiaii Czarina now fallen plainly hostile, and 
needing lynx-eyed diplomacy ever and anon), down to that of 
Dredging and Fascine-work (ns at Stettin and elsewhere), of 
Oder-canals, of Soap-boiler Companies, and Mulberry-and-Silk 
Companies ; nay, of ordaining Where, and where not, the 
Crows are to be shot, and (owing to cattle-murrain) No vral 

' Herr Prouss, — in the Chrmtolasical List of Friedricli’s Wriliil(|s (a useful 
accurate Piece otherwise), and in two other places wlvere he tries, — is very 
indistinct on this of Donjon du ChStcaw, and it is all-lmt iiiipossilile to ascerinin 
from him sahai^ in an indisputable manner, the CEuvre dt ' Pois/tie' mvj have 
been. Here are the places for groping, if another should be induced to try : 
QLuvres de Prtddric, x. (Preface, p. ix.); Hid, xi. (Preface, p. ix.)i ibid. TubU 
Chronohgique (in what Volume this is, you cannot yet sny ; seems ijicliiniuary 
to a General Index, which is infinitely wanted, but has not yet appeared to this 


to he killed : ' daily comes the tide of great and of anudl, and 
daily the piinclunl Friedrich keeps ahreast of it, — and 
Dryasdust has noted the detailH, and stulled them into blind 
sacks,-— for I'orU' years. 

'I'lie Kevimv .seasons, 1 notice, go Komcwhat ns follows. For 
Iku'lin and neighbourhood, May, or perhaps end of April 
(weather now bright, and ground firm) ; sometimes with 
consiilerable {lomp (' both Queens out,’ and beautiful Female 
Nobilities, in ‘ twenty four green tents ’), and often with great 
complicacy of maim-uvre. In tiuue, to Magdeburg, round by 
(,'levc ; and houu! again for some days. July is I’ommcrn ; 
onward thence to Schlesien, ofleuest in August; Schle.sien 
the last placi-, and generally not done with till well on in 
September. Hut we will speak of lhe.se things, more 
specially, anotlu'r lime. Such ‘Reviews,’ for slrictne.ss of 
inspection civil and military, as proba!)ly were not seen in 
he world since, or before, cKcept in the case of this King’s 
Father only. 


CJIAI'THR V 

STKANdl'.lt.S OW Ncn'K t'O.MK TO nF.HI.IN, IN 1750 

Hiitri.sir Diplomacie.s, next to Hu; Hii.ssian, cause some difli- 
oulties in those years : of which more by and by. Early in 
whil(! Aix laCliapelle was starting, .Ex-Fxcheciuor 
Legge came to liei’lin j on .some obscure object of a small 
Hatch of Hrineipality, hanging loose during t;ho.se Negotia- 
tions : ‘Could not we secure it for his Royal Ilighne.ss of 
(kunlH'rland, thinks your Majesl.y?’ Ex-Exchetpier Legge 
was liere;^ got handsome a.ssurances of a general nature; but 
no furtherance towai'ds his obscure, completely impracticable 

* Seyfailh, ii. 71, Hj, .Si ; llii<h/ur /tMimaiiii, i. 101-109 ; elc. 

’ Coxci'm I'dliiim, i. .( )i, ric. ; Koilciilicck, |i|i 15S, 160 (firsl audience, lit 
May 17.(8) : tei'.illed aad Novcinlicr, Aix licili(; nver. 
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object ; and went home in November following, to a new 
Parliamentary Career. 

And the second year after, early in 1750, came Sir 
Flanbury Williams, famed London Wit of Walpole’s circle, 
on objects which, in the main, were equally chimerical ; 

‘ King of the Romans, much wanted ; ’ ‘ No Damage to your 
Majesty’s Shipping from our British Privateers;’ and the 
like ; — about which some notice, and not very much, will 
be due farther on. Here, in his own words, is Hanbury’s 
Account of his First Audience; 

* * ‘On Thursday,’ IGth July 1750, ‘I went to Court by appoint- 
ment, at 11 A.M. The King of Prussia arrived about 12’ (at Berlin; 
King in from Potsdam, for one day) ; ‘ and Count Podewils immediately 
introduced me into the Royal closet; when I delivered his Britannic 
Alajesty’s Letters into tlie King of Prussia’s liands, and made tlie usual 
compliments to him in the best manner I was able. To which his 
Prussian Majesty replied, to the best of my remembrance, as follows : 

' “ I have the truest esteem for the King of Britain’s person ; and I set 
the highest value on his friendsliip. I have at different times received 
essential proofs of it ; and I desire you would acquaint the King your 
Master that I will (sie) never forget them.” His Prussian Majesty 
afterwards said something with respect to myself, and then asked me 
several questions aliout indifferent things and persons. He seemed to 
express a great deal of esteem for my Lord Chesterfield, and a great deal 
of kindness for Mr. Villiors,’ useful in the Peace-of-Dresden time ; ‘ but 
did not once mention Lord Hyndford or Mr. Legge,’ — how singular ! 

‘ I was in the closet with his Majesty exactly five minutes and a half. 
My audience done, Prussian Majesty came out into the general room, 
where Foreign Ministers were waiting. Pie said, on stepping in, just one 
word ’ to the Austrian Excellency ; not even one to the Russian Excel- 
lency, nor to me the Britannic ; ‘ conversed with the French, Swedish, 
Danish ;’ — happy to he off, which I do not wonder at; to dine with 
Mamma at Monbijou, among faces pleasant to liim ; and return to his 
Businesses and Books next day.' 

Witty Excellency Hanbury did not succeed at Berlin on 
the ‘ Romish- King Question,’ or otherwise ; and indeed went 
off rather in a hurry. But for the next six or seven years be 
puddles about, at a great rate, in those Northern Courts ; 

' Walpole, Ceorgt the Second, i. 449 ; Rodenfjeck, i. 204. 


, - iiwo uc cutuycLlltii 

avoidable to us in time coming, as one could have wished. 
Besides, he is Horace Walpole’s friend and select London 
Wit: he contributed a good deal to the English notions 
about Friedrich ; and has left considerable bits of acrid 
testimony on Friedrich, ‘ clear words of an Eyewitness,’ men 
call them, which are still read by everybody ; the said Wal- 
pole, and others, having since printed them, in very dark 
condition.^ Brevity is much due to Hanbury and his testi- 
monies, since silence in the circumstances is not allowable. 
Here is one Excerpt, with the necessary light for reading it : 

* It is on this Roniish-King and other the like chimerical errands, 
that witty Hanbury, then a much more admirable man than we now find 
him, is prowling about in the German Courts, oil and on, for some ten 
years in all, six of them still to come. A sharp-eyed man, of shrewish 
quality ; given to intriguing, to spying, to bribing ; anxious to win his 
Diplomatic game by every method, though the stake (as here) is oftenest 
zero ; with fatal proclivity to Scandal, and wliat in London circles he has 
heard called Wit. Little or nothing of real laughter in the soul of him, 
at any time ; only a laboured continual grin, always of malicious nature, 
and much trouble and jerking about, to keep that up. .Had evidently 
some modicum of real intellect, of capacity for being wise ; but now has 
fatally devoted it nearly all to being witty, on those poor terms ! A 
perverse, barren, spiteful little wretch ; the grin of him generally an 
afiliction, at this date. His Diplomatic Correspondence I do not know.® 
He did a great deal of Diplomatic business, issuing in zero, of which I 

® In Walpole, George the Second (i. 448-461), the Pieces which regard Fried- 
rich. In Sir Charles Hanbury Williams's (edited by a diligent, reverential, 

but ignorant gentleman, whom I could guess to be Bookseller JelTrey in person ; 
X-ondon, 1822, 3 vols. small 8vo) are witty Verses, and considerable sections of 
Prose, relating to other persons and objects now rather of an obsolete nature. 

® Nothing of him is discoverable in the State-Paper Office. Many of his 
Papers, it would seem, are in the Earl of Essex’s hands; — and might be of some 
Historical use, not of very much, could the British Museum get possession of 
them. Abundance of Backstairs History, on those Northern Courts, especially 
on Petersburg, and W.irsaw-Dresden, — authentic Court-gossip, generally 
malicious, often not true, hut never mendacious on the part of Williams, is one 
likely item. 
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nave sometimes longed to know the exact dates ; seldom anything 
farther. His 'History of Poland,’ transmitted to the Right Hon. Henry 
Fox, by instalments from Dresden, in 1748, is' — Well, I should be 
obliged to call it worthier of Goody Two-Shoes than of that Right Hon. 
Henry, who was a man of parts, but evidently quite a vacuum on the 
Polish side ! 

Of Hanbury’s News-Letters from Foreign Courts, four or five, incident- 
ally printed, are like the contents of a slop-pail ; uncomfortable to the 
delicate mind. Not lies on the part of Hanbury, but foolish scandal 
poured into him ; a man more filled with credulous incredible scandal, 
evil rumours, of malfeasances by kings and magnates, than most people 
known. His rumoured mysteries between poor Polish Majesty and 
pretty Daughter-in-law (the latter a clever and graceful creature. 
Daughter of the late unfortunate Kaiser, and a distinguished Corre- 
spondent of Friedrich’s) are to be regarded as mere poisoned wind.’ 
That 'Polish Majesty gets into his dressing-gown at two in the after- 
noon’ (inaccessible thenceforth, poor lazy creature), one most readily 
believes ; but there, or pretty much there, one’s belief has to stop. Tlio 
stories, in Walpole, on the King of Prussia, have a grain of fact in them, 
twisted into huge irrecoguisable caricature in the Williams optic- 
machinery. Much else one can discern to be, in essence, false alto- 
gether. Friedrich, who could not stand that intriguing, spying, shrewish, 
unfriendly kind of fellow at his Court, applied to England in not many 
months hence, and got Williams sent away : ® on to Russia, or I forget 
whither ; — which did not mend the Hanbury optical-machinery on that 
side. The dull, tobacco-smoking Saxou-Polish Majesty, about whom he 
idly retails so many scandals, had never done him any offence. 

On the whole, if anybody wanted a swim in the slop-pails of that 
extinct generation, Hanbury, could he find an Editor to make him 
legible, might be printed. For ho really was deep in that slop-pail or 
extinct-scandal department, and had heard a great many things. Apart 
from that, in almost any other department, — except in so far as ho seems 
to date rather carefully, — I could not recommend him. The Letters and 
Excerpts given in Walpole are definable as one pennyworth of bread, — 
much ruined by such immersion, but very harmless otheririse, could you 
pick it out and clean it, — to twenty gallons of Hanbury shorris-sack, or 
chamber-slop. I have found nothing that seems to bo, in all points, true 
or probable, but this ; worth cutting out, and rendering legible, on 
other accounts. Hanbury loquitur (in condensed form) : 

‘ In the summer of last year, 1749, there was, somewhere in Miihren, 
a great Austrian Muster or Review;’ all the more interesting, as it was 


' See Uanbury's Works, vol. iii. ’ ii. 20 g- 2 .\o. 

• ' aad January 1751 ’ (ms. List in Stale-Paper Officel. 



holiovi'il^ iir known, thftt Uio I rtiffninii nicthodH tiiui luiuunuvrcR woro now 
to Im tliii riilo for Ani-lria. Not min'li of 5 Ueviow othorwiHO, UiiH of 
17.111 ; Kiiipri’w (JiK'ni mul ItuHlminl not perwoiinlly thore, oh in cominjf 
Ypiwb Uioy »vo wont to Inj ; tlml IukIi 1 -iuly lii'iiijf ordi'iit to roform )ior 
Army, root and liruiu-h, nocovdiiig to tlio modid,-- more praiHO 

to lu'r.' 'At thi« Muator in Miiliroii, 'I'lirim I’ruHHiau OlficurH Imiiiimiod 
to make tlu'ir ajun'araiu't', for Movoral imanjinaldo roiwona, of little 
HiKiiilicanro : " Ktir the purpoao of iiiveiitlini^ people to dcHort, and enlist 
with tliem !" nnid tlio Airntriau AnlhorilieH ; and ordered llio Tiiroo 
I'niHsian Oilicern vntceretnoniootily <itr tho itrnnnd, Wliieli Kriodricli, 
wlien tie lieard of it, tlnniniii an nnlmndiiomo pijieelay proeednre, and 
kept In mind Bgaiitul tlm Anulrinn AntlioritieH. 

‘Next Hummer,' next Hprinx, ‘an Analrian (’aptaln beinif in 

Meeklenlinrfc, IravellinK ntuiul, met tliere an old in'.i|naintanee, one 
dtiapeau' {Hat I ran it lie pn^iailde r), ‘ wlm is in ureat favour with tlie 
King: of I’riniaia:' very well, Kwelleiiey llanlmry; hot ivlio, in the 
name Ilf « miller, ran tliix tlal, or Cliiiiieiin, liiive tioen ? After Hlndy, one 
periM'ivea tliat llaulntry wnite ('lia:eiiu, meaning Chasut, an old neqimint- 
atu'o of oor iih-ii ! llrilhiiiit, aiihring, nielodyiiig ClntHot, Kionlenant- 
Coliinel of llie Itnirentli tiragimiia; hIio lies at 'IVoplow, eliwo mi 
Merkleiilnirg, and i» a derliired favourite of the DihiIichh, oAen ninning 
over to tile UriulruH tliere. < tflen enough ; lint //mil ml, O reader; tho 
e.lever l.aily ia tovtaida aixty, rtiildleH>i, miiHieiil ; and her IhiHhand, — do 
readeiM rernllerl him at allf ia that rollapaml tal/iiriiii/ Dnko whom 
l'‘i'leiliir!i mire vi«ited. anil whoao Niere, Iliill'-Nieee, is (Iharlotle, wiao 
lilllo liard fav mil eil rie.itine now of aix, in eieiin liili and iiiekor, 
Aiirentreiei of I.iinland that i« to he ; whoae I’apa will Hiieeood, If tlio 
Hereiio 'i'ailor die fir«t, wliirh ho did not i|nite. 'I'o this DhoIiohn, 
inniilral gallaiil I Inmot nmy well Im n reamirr.e, and she to him. 
Nalnrally the ,\n«lrian ('aplaln, having rome to Merklenlmrg, dined 
willi Herene Uigliiiesn, he and ( linant logellier, witli roiieert following, 
and what iiol. at the ,Hrhln«« of Neii .Strelit/. : - And now wo will drop Iho 
't'lmpean,' ami nay (‘liBBiit, with romforl, and a ahinle of new inlorcHt. 

' " 'I’lio gi'niiil .NJay lleview at Merlin ju»l nheiid, won’t you limk in ; it ia 
alrnighl mi \imr road tiimie.^" aiiggeula ( 'ha«ol to Ilia travelling friend. 
"One wiiiihl like it, of all thiiiga," aiiMwereil tho oilier; "hut tho 
Kiiig.^" "'I'liith.'' said ; "1 will make llial all atraight !" And 

apiilieti to the King, arronUiigly : " I'ermiMaion in an Analrian Oirir.er, a 
good ai'i|iiainlonre of mine." " AuBlrinii OlHrer?" Friedrieh's oyes 
lighten ; and he readily gi'ex the permianiiin. 'I'hiH wna at Merlin, on tlio 
very eve of the Review ; nnd ( ha-nl and Ida Aualriiin are made happy in 

' AAina Thtmtfnt ! iU», iraifwliat she did llial w.vy, Amw 17, )y) j p. 1O2 
(/■nitHl Hi lh« Hrvirwa, Atin^ l/V). 
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tliat small matter. And on the morrow’ (end of May 1750), ‘the 
Austrian attends accordingly ; but to his astonisliment, has hardly begun 
to taste the manoeuvres, when — one of Friedrich’s Aidea-de-Camp gallops 
up : “ By the King’s command. Mein Herr, you retire on the instant ! ” 
‘Next day, the Austrian is for challenging Chasot. “As you like, 
that way,” answers Chasot ; “ but learn first, that on your affront 1 rode- 
up to the King ; and asked, publicly. Did not your Majesty grant me 
permission ? Unquestionably, Monsieur Chasot ; — and if he had not 
come, how could 1 have paid-back the Moravian business of last year! ” ’ 

— This is much in Friedrich's way ; not the unwelcomer that it includes 
a satirical twitch on Chasot, whom he truly likes withal, or did like, 
though now a little dissatisfied witl> those too frequent Mecklenburg 
excursions and extriv-military cares. Of this, merely squeezing the 
Hanbury venom out of it, I can believe every particular. 

'Did you ever hear of any thing so shocking?’ is Hanbury’s meaning 
here and elsewhere. ‘1 must tell you a story of the King of Prussia’s 
regard for the Law of Nations,’ continues ho to Walpole.* Which proves 
to be a story, turned tops 3 rturvy, of one Hofmann, Brunswick Envoy, 
who (([uite beyond commission, and a thing that must not be thought of 
at all 1) had been detected in dangerous intriguings with the ever-busy 
Russian Excellency, or another; and got flung into Spandau,*— seem- 
ingly pretty much his due in the matter. And so of other Hanbury 
things. '^Vhat a Prussia; for rigour of command, one huge prison, 
in a manner ! ’ King intent on punctuality, and all his business upon 
the square. Society, official and unofficial, kept rather strictly to their 
tackle ; their mode of movement not that of loose oxen at all 1 ‘ Such a 
detestable Tyrant,’ — who has ordered me, Hanbury, elsewhither with my 
exquisite talents and admired wit ! — 

Canclidatus Linsenbarth {quasi ‘ Lentil-beard ’’) likexvise visits 

Berlin 

By far the notablest arrival in Berlin is M. de Voltaire’s, 
July 10th ; a few days before Hanbury got his First Audience, 
‘ five-minutes long.’ But that arrival will require a Chapter 
to itself ; — most important arrival, that, of all ! The least 
important, again, is probably that of Candidatus Linsenbarth, 
in these same weeks; — a rugged poverty-stricken old Licentiate 
of Theology ; important to no mortal in Berlin or elsewhere ; 

* Walpole, George tie Second, i. 457, 458. ’ /iid. i. 458. 

* .Adelung, v. 534; vii. 132-144. 



— uiioii whom, }u)wcviT, nnu upon hi, s procedures in that City, 
we projiosf, for our own objects, to bestow a few glances; 
rugged Narrative of the lluiig, in Hiiigiilar exotic dialect, but 
true every wiird, having furtunatidy conu! to us from Linsen- 
barlh’s own hand.' 

Berlin, it must be admitted, after all one’s reading in poor 
])rya.sdii.st, remains a dim empty objert ; Teutsdiland is dim 
and empty, and out of the forty blind Hacks, or out of four 
hundred hucIi, wiuit picture can any lunnan head form to itself 
of Friedrieh as King or Maui' A trilling Adventure of that 
poor individual, ealleil 1 auHeubnrth Cnmlhlalm 'J'lirnlogiw, one 
of the poorest of mortals, but true and credible in every 
particular, comes gliding by ebanee athwart all that; and 
like the. glimmer of a poor rushlight, or kindled straw, shows 
it UH for moments, a thing visible, paljaible, as it worked and 
liv(sl. In the great dearth, I.itisenharlh, if I can faithfully 
interpret him for the nuideru readta-, will l)e worth attend- 
ing to. 

Date of Dinsenbartli’n Adventure is June — August 1760. 

‘ .Sell I OSS of Meieliliugeu ' ami * Village of Ilemnileben ’ are in 
the 'rimiingi'ii Hill Counlry (Weimar not far oil’ to castwai’d) : 
the Hero himself, a tall awkward rnw-honed ei'eatnre, i.s, for 
perhaps near forty yi-ars past, a C’iindiddtii.'i, say Licentiate, or 
Curate wiUmnt Cure. SidinislH, I Hhoiild gue.ss, by .school- 
mastering, elieape.t Mchoohiiasler eoueeivalile, wages mere 
nothing, in the Village.s abmit; in the Village of Hemm- 
lelten lallerly; age, as I discover, grown to be sixty-one, in 
those straitened 1ml by iio means forlorn eireinnstances. And 
.so, here is veteran Litiseuharih of Ilemnileben, a kind of 
Tlinringiiui Dominie .'smnp.son ; wlmse Interview with such a 
hrolher mortnl as h'rieilrielj King of I’ni.ssia may be worth 
looking at, if I ran abridge it projierly. 

VVell, it. la tin* yenr ITWi, al lliis tlirlre-olisc.uro Village of 

Ht'inmlelwii, Ilia anrlliy iilit I’lisUir CnnniilildlMlieil ; wortliy old man, 
how lie hull lived tliere, itimleNlly sluilinuH, frugal, chiolly on farm- 

* 'riiti.u^li K.. lrntiec1<, i. .tfi.t el seq. 
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[MmiiiU a Vi'Af iH'iUsii ; Irl iia 
)Hi\iUn hiiUlu”! ; »!in t« itiiw in 


it twii'!ity\ 
K.-t al! that; 




nth (ili'lia laiiil, 

J.iiiwulianli dUrU willi 


liid Natratni', (ii raiiii'«t. 

Lilliptiliarlh, wlm I ma> Imk* In-rn V mut liil tii llip t!pi pa»«il 

( Rtitl »»».« tiuw Kilt lit' «iitk. ' ( lu-I lint till' li'aot tliiiiinlit 

Ilf juiilUillft liy tliio varaiity , liul wliat liaji(H-np4 :* 1 hi' Ufrr tirnf viin 

^VVl lliPrit, ttl Si'hlt>»« llpu liliii|{>*lii ni'itl till ■‘'ti'a itil " ( fftnnhrAfiir, f'ti'/- 
ilirrrlur in llii' title nf tliia .''tewaiil. wliuh niso ri«n tn iihnili’ti' tliiiiiglil 
Ilf tiiill-tlue<i, fimil lutKiiir, j'a) iiiciil' m mi.'i.rtl, 'liia ta'hii nlirii lur. Iti'ri 
Kpltriilniil, liter til my hiyi#‘ Iilniji iH.at.lnij,' unaiti'iai ; 'wlm hniiinlil 
» ((rarloiiii nalut/iliiin ftmii liu lamt ; aavitirf f.itlhi i, Tlmt 1 kiii'w tin 
well' {PKi'elleiit t'diiiuhiih ttmii’ limn iia, aUi'i ' llm IVitnrato u! 
Heilllilllilii’ll wn» 'tn'mil ; llml tin ii‘ Imil s .itiniin riiiii|ietitiua nillimilii'i'i' 
llieiinelvmi, »i<;'/>ii< iim/ii, fur llm jil.n e ; ilm lieu tirni, Imweter, hull yiV 
KUeil mum nf ihelli llm fniJ, Iml viaitml alwatii till 1 aliimhl Hjil'ly. A» ' 
hull tint ilium all, Im (tlm laml tii.ifl wuiihl Itnw iif hio iiwii iimliiill ((iei 
me the iirefei eni e, miit Irnu'l') i imlrr tlm I’a’ilmale iiihui me ! ' 

' M'itluiiil nil eiiiiUiiveray, Imre ««« » uu-.ifm ilu rm. tn he lei eiveil will 


tlm llin«l dulmiioiiie llialiko 1 Ilul llm Inme jr. nij limoimiijter t'lllili 
hllelliliK ill ‘ (A.i/tidjt tiirt>rnj/rr, ( ierlnnu I'lnv eth | v et y omiti, ' Kelleliln'i 
iHifjali HKiiiii ; " He iiiii*l iimiitnui tn me »!!'■ »..( (. llei tlm I'rai 

(irilflii wniileil tn Imve her Iaiily'» liunl jumnlril im hi ihia jitniiintiim 
tno ; I miml timrry her, ami lake the litiii({ at the na'im lime,"' 

Whew ! Ami iltn 1 « tlm imhle l«ili‘« way nt thnihuij.:, nji 111 her fiii 
HrlllniMi yumler? l 4 li«eiiharlh will mum nl it. ' h'm my imlinii fell n 
onre,' •uiya he, 'wlmii 1 Imaril it »aa /'.i uf fifi nn, l\uni iit Amui (t div 
that tliim mnyeat ilu, I ilti ttinl tlimi mn)e»l iln ; Wilt have the kirk, the 
lake llm irk, liu tllr /yilrer, »« mnuu i/m t^imire); nil Ihute teriin 

tny reiily wan; "Mini renyn llul thank#, Herr tint nil,;e, ami N‘n, Ai 
Hiii'h a vm atinii ! Ami wlivr 'I he vm atUui iiiusl have ll'•erM^rm, llier 
nilial. ho mi eMrnthiA- iti it ; it mu«t he rinhl lu ruuilnih, ntherwi# 

11(1 lume*t mail ran «iTe|il it with a gnmt i mi#' mm e. nii# were 
marrlii((e mi rmmlraiiit ; mil uf wrliirli a tlmuMiiil im ituirnmu/ue mijil 
aprliiK ! " ' Hear Liimeiihatlli, iii the (itehaUl ilinleii, with tlm wiiiii 
heart, «ml jirefereiire nfaUrutliiui itoelf lii «uue iithrr tluiih'# ' Ketlei 
Itoil (A'Ailifi fUr) went lioiiie ; ami there wa« fntiinl aimlher t nmluiati 
wllliiifi fur tlm marrlniie on iniiatrniiit, 'mil nf whuh im •iiirmniti 
mlinht hpriiig,' in Ummiihnrth'a n|iiiiinii. 

'Ami all iliil the anenkiiili enurlly fcenllemaii' {llafnitinu, miirtier i 
Unaenhnrlh haa ll), ‘ wlm Kranimil with hnih hauiU at my rejin teil lUle 
flxporlonce Imfore Ioiik,' rmiiUnim* iJmtenharth. ' Knr the Inmm ihiiiK 


Juiir A'Hr IV*-’'*! \ \* - 

I'ouvl tattiMH IimI hiin li hie tlmt, within three years, ago yet only 
thiily, li.' Iiml ti. I'ii.' til.' .iu.f (W,' „< the. i/riisit, says LinficnWtli, 
])nivt'iirnilly)i "lii.'li •11. iiiidiii'r nil iiHii iiic.ltuUng all others. 'And I 
iiiiil Iriiilimiim niu.dim to irln-,.' the vufiition mini tali midilione. 

' Ilowovi'i', it Mii-i vt'iy ill l/ilu'ii of mo. All over that Thuringian 
rogiim ! wii'. .•li.-.l .ml ii|iiin as a lioaiiNtnmg fnoliKli person: The Herr 
(iiiiC v.m Wi'ilt.fiii, ».i) I, III Iho Mltiry, hml <if his own kindness, without 
lOiiuoNt ol' miiio. (itli'if.l til.' a living ; cum nois, Hinguhir instance ; and 1, 
rush iinil Mitlnnii li.M.i, llnng away hucIi gracious olTer. In short, I was 
told to my fuco' (hy (■.‘""l uatiiu'il rriomlK), ‘Nohody would ever think of 
mo for piomolioii iiginii iiniiorsiil sulVruge giving it clear against poor 
Idnsfiihuith, in this way. 

'To gel out of pi' 0 |de' . -.inlii at le.asi,' continuos ho, 'I decided to 
leave my tialivi’ iiho .', aod go In Herlin.’ U.'iti miles away or more. And 
HO It was tluil, on iliiiio llie tldlh, I7i'i<i, I lauded at ilerlin for the first 
lime; anil low.' •ilridglilaay at the /'iicA7i(!/'(or (histom-houso), in seai'ch- 
mg of my things, •Ji"i ihihrs (> onm liti/.), all iu Niirnlierg hatxcn, were 
sei/eil from loi' ; ‘ Ant .io:ii lor grouts we may say ; 7i hat'/.on go to a 
shilling ; wl.at a sai k there must, have lieen of them, 51,000 in all, about 
the si/.i' of lien ing seal.' I, in liail silver; IVnib of Linsoiibarlh's Rtorn 
llirifi hiiiii liiilli ii|i>vard i: all snatelied from him at one swoop. 'And 
why?' says he, .jail., hi .imically ; I'cs, Why? The reader, to under- 
hlaml it almll)', eoal.l n.'eil to rea.i in Mylins’s t'klkli'ii-Siimmlung, in 
Si iil'iii'tli iiml el .I'oloMi' and to know tlie Hcamhilmm condition of Ger- 
man nonage at tin - time and long after; every needy little Potentate 
mi\iug his non ailli I'opjier at iliseretioii, and awindling mankind with 
it for a seasiiii ; nenlhig In he peremptorily forhiddeii, confmeated or 
ordered lioiiie, hy I he lilo' of I’riedrieli. IdnsoidHirlli answers his own 
‘Ami aliv."' ailh hiilorinil calmness; 

‘'I'lie King hii'l, smoe (si\) yiaii'H ago, had the hatzon utterly cried 
down (;/miJ uml gar) ; tlo'y were not to cireulate at all in his (Countries ; 
ami I was so hohl, I liad hrtnighl. iud/.en hither into the King's Capital, 
k'miiiihilif ItiMilnn it-adf! At the Pm'khof, Ihero was butene answer, 
“ (‘imlralianil, ( ■.mlr.thand ; " ‘ Here was a welcome for a man. ‘I 
miole my eieo es; 1 iid not the least, lunov ; name straight from Tliiiringon, 
many miles of road ; eoiild mil. giiess there What His Miijo.sty the King 
imd lieeii (il.'/eed to forhid in fli« {Theini) ('oiiiilries. “¥011 should have 
Infoimetl your .di," said the I'ai’klmf people ; and wore deaf to such con- 
hidei atime.. " .A aiun loaning into sneli a itcHiden*/. lown as llerlin, with 
intent to ahido there, should have nii|uire.d a little what was what, 
especially what eoiiei were crieil tiown, anil what allowed, said they of 
Urn Pa. h'hof.' Poor Kin eiiharlh ! ‘ " Hut what am 1 to do now ? How 

' Mjliiu, / ,/«/ XI t., January 17114; etc. etc. 
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am 1 !«» h'tf*, it y^n ?»»■' ••-> m«^ ^ U»ai your 

Xhc\ , A'- t Hrt «ivr!i hml atima^n lur h’ih 

tif «« ate** i-r >*^*.sr:*, *9 s - '.•» la i! .^A"* iQrAli''! ii|t ; " wtt have 

{III rn<‘Hi f«»f «l lat Ihr ‘ H* ,0 u a f»r a 

man ; I mual Jea^n aU <«j hn-jn, a?.*! iunl 9l"«* v^r' for it* in a 

day tir twii. 

* Ilir-ft' »aa* , a lf»5i W hj , Im liMnltHl my 

{-f^fnrla uh Ine , «it‘t t»»t> I await Hn nm In th«^ H*Af7f' 

»vir«lfl in llif anuJiei tit sho ai alrf-rto, IIiaI lil’flin 

Jear^), * lii^rw m) thiei^a i*nl. ais4 dni. *• . , !!»• ? 5 *»'jr i<::< ht-<n IVu nf 

my halsr{{/ '.‘4 paa*1* * w.tiiM »!“ r , ?-:ji 1 had ?j'i fnminy at all. 

llif » am*' mil ■ ibal I !i4il a ai'4?*^rt4 !♦• athi-rtH'd 1 |h» 

of [,m»r’nl»4tth * ♦•!' ritsrmn ti’Jintly ), ’a trunk 

full tif iinriu* a lw\^ »»f lUmka aud nthrt U :'i », Im }«ai;*l tlm tnaii ; autl 
apnt ittii t«i tv »<tmU ti:i4<m in (hr* •M.u(vAe4* : Iriisi !>tSM39 a t Miul* iM'fhaps 
four atnrm« hlj{lU t ** I «• »> (?.* :►', hr aaid , *' lir» rttiuM K*'*' till' 

foiHl ami (Itilik in ttn' mraii whriir ‘ Ami 9<i i hi>rd m (h:a Imt ri^hl 

loii)^* viillmnl nu»’ rr**! m *.;rir (m nud ASiisrty, Juni 

*nili fhhts t'i^hl wpi’ka hrmi^'a mb (»« Ao|<nat I. tl# * Vnlf i:!*' m t}r\^h( {) 
iVailirt' ; ajjil 1 rry mat .il » mA ‘ U aiMm 

*rim ^V'lnli* .Swan w«« a plara wtmir' l arr.rfa ^^*L>'.l : »mmi Innh nf ihi 
lirtiVj of Biil<AUrru «nil. wh»‘m |,n iu ► itio ’ r* * lf« //,’ {ntii 

of ihn ( Uiamd nf < u» t r|». bIiaU w«" (aui y ' I, I« 4*1 (>> >I>< w »lh ( ,41111*19 aUi 
Uil'lr linmlnr l«w«iu(«. V*Un» At ll had kmU* **d tho ^^’ray dfrar^ 

(Vnn/lduft/B* Billing Aliarnoi Khn lU immln tumna , had sipMkrii In Idhl 
umiprtuok Inr a A<HHt irnr, m* |tuithvi<;i;t ».»1 5 * , tn j,’rl l«A» k hl9 

fur him. ’Hmy wont ai'nitd»n*;rly* nun mn»uu:„-. h% *.:rand IlnuBri* 
it WM a MiiiiBtrr'a (imitio not ^*'* '* 1 , v» iy md i nSsi ;a 1 Man Im Imar 
tlm Advnoftt H \ »»liurl »tal<riiirni , mid nmdo anawrr ' Att.ii»JOur, an 
ia It yon that hUI jUfk ludoa in iho Kmx^'s ■* I Iiam- midi'i'ilniitl yti 
wtirti rnllior aiming at iho M d n! n! tUnlm t. 'tl 

on in liiat ^ayi and ymt am amo m| yntir |*rnm»>’. on . AiUmat t 
rualunl tml with Lili’*onharlIi intn llntt Btrrrt , and llirro waa inntht'r pfl 
nor purclintni tn that ijumtor. 

Poor Linaimharth waa inut adufeo^d* hy 0im|do nrijjr)ilnmr», In fl 
flimA to thfi Kin/( ; #w «*w*ry |Mmr man ran* at irirnn h.naj* ni ilin dai 
MV^rilo out your (‘aao (MontmiAii with oiilfrmr* hrr*ut%/ Banl llu*) 
^nothing hill tin* ('0<*iniiinl (uiinii, and ih I Irat.* l.nmrnhAi ih, 
ftl Ihn llinll=Ilt'l‘'«<tirt', l‘<iiii|iiiaril (> .'fisij-Kfrl a Mrlmitml ii| tlial rigi 
bcoiilc Htirt; wroln it fiiir (iniiifhrle n) ; .mil wful m»! !lirti'«illi 'i 


• 'Uiriiiii tjirii'UKl, ijili A'lgw!,' elc 


oiiiMiiiiK Ot till' (JatoH ' imiilillo thiui «f AiignHt I7fi0, no date fnrtlier')- 
'willimit ■ini' lii.MiiiiK ill my |mrkol, in (JoiI'h imino, to I'otsdam.’ He 
cimliimi'H 1 

'Ami 111 1-i.U.lnm 1 wn* lurky ...rn.i^h to «oo tlm King; my first sight 
of him. ilii WO', on Hit' I'nlari' Khphumdo tliero, drilling liis trooiis ' (fine 
trim Hiiiidi'i! l'A|.imM', with Ihii I'lilnro l,, and Gnrdon-ivulks and 
River U> IVimt ; wIii'i i' I'Vii'drirli Wilhelm sat, tho kst day ho was out, 
and ordered dorkey I'liilipfs Imiiso It, kiaetiially sot about ; ivhore the 
troops do ovidulioHH every nioriiiug ; ihoro is Rrioilriidi with cocked-hat 
and Idiie ewil ; say nlmiil 11 

' When tlie drill was over, hi« MnjeHty went into tho Gnrdon, and tho 
soldiers ilispeint'd ; only lour OHieurs remainod lounging upon the 
I'isidanade, and walked np and down. For fright I know not what to 
do; I pulled the I’lipera out of my pockot.- Llieso wore my Memorial, 
two Cerlilieales iif eliararler, and a Tharingon I’ass’ (poor soul). Tho 
Ollieers iiitlieeil llii'. ; tame slraiglit to mo, and said, " What letters has 
Ho there, llien?" I ilmnkfully and gladly imparted tho whole; and 
wlnin the (nlieera had reinl litem, tliny Haiti, " Wo will give yon” (Him, 
not even Wire) a good advieo. ‘I'lni King Is oxtra-graeioiis today, and 
is gone alone into the tianlen. Ftillow him straight. Tiiou wilt have 
Inek.” 

'Tlii« I wiMild mil till I niy awe was too great. They thoronpon laid 
ImndH on me' (the miHihievtms dogs, not ill-linmonrcd oithor) : ‘one 
look ineliy the right arm, anolluM' hy tho loft, "()(f, off; to tho Garden !" 
Having get me Itiilher, they loeked-imt for the King. Ho was among 
the gardeners, exaiiiiiiirig hoiiio raro plant; slimping over it, and had his 
hack to iiH. Here 1 had te hall; and Uio OMirers hegaii, in iindorhand 
lone' (the iliign 1), ‘ to pel me tlirimgh my drill : " Hat under left arm [ 

Right feiil Imemesl ! llieaHiwi'll forward 1 — Hoad up! — Pnpors from 
pmii'li ! Ropers aloft in right haiitl ! .Steady 1 Steady 1 ' — And wont 
tlieir ways, loohing alwayM rmiml, to m'o if I kept my postiiro. 1 per- 
eeived welt eneiigli they wmre pleased to make game of mo J but I stood, 
all the Hame, like a well, being full of fear. 'I'lio Olficors wore hardly 
out of the Garden, when the King turned round, and saw this extra- 
ordiiinry niaeliiiii',' telegraph figure or wliatovor wo may call it, with 
papers piiinling to llio sky. ' He gave Hindi a look at ino, like a flash of 
HiinheamH glaneing llii inigh you ; and m'lit oiio of tho gardonors to bring 
my papers. Wliieli having got, he Htruc.k into another walk with them, 
and ttUH mil of Night, In a few iniimleH hn appeared again at tho place 
where the rare plant w as, with my I’apurMoperi in his loft hand ; and gave 
man wave with lliem To roiim neiH'or. I plncked-up a heart, and wont 


* August am? (.See Riak'nlieck, Diaty, wldch we often quote, , ao^). 
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— „ , ^ Horoionoutim »,hI Polo, 


Dniiz; IlDmilolicii "illi Dr. Wi'init'iilmru ; I’antoruk” (not I’nntor«l 
l’ootr)'j l)iit tlio Art of I’liMloiHliip) 5ml Muriih with Dr. I)u(l(lti'nn." 
(Tlioroj your .MnjoHly ! wliiit a ffliiniwo, iw into iiiliiiitn iixtinrt Con- 
tiiieiitK, lillud with iioiidoroiiH thorny iimnitloii, invinoitilo iiuxitl drawliiip- 
of didartio TitiinH, and lliu awful nlti'iniil to Hjiiii, on all iimiinor of 
wIicoIh, rond-linrnt'HH out of Hplit ooliaolm; llooni ! Hooiu-in-in ! llar- 
iioxH not to ho h.'id on tlioMO toriiiN. Utl tho dronry rjliMhuH cloxo ii^'nin, 
till Iho gojionil Day of diidg’iuoiit for all thlH.) 

(Kind to got out of tho LIiuIiun). " Worn lhiiiK« na U'ild then at 
Joun, in your tiiuo, oh of old, wlion tho .''Ituh'iila wore forever Hiui/niuK 
and rullliiiK, niul tho (.'ouploL wiuiL : 

‘ nVr f«iaia( f<in Jriiu uwjfu'hliiijctx, 

Per hat ion yr.uarii tflUi'k tn 
' 111! ihiil nmnim fniiii di'iia 4 dir Uelta. 
lie may lliiiik hluuialf a luA.v fi'lliiw‘ 1 " 

Lbmnhtn'th. “ 'I'hat aovt of folly la gono ipiilo out of raaliimv ; and a 
inau ran load a Hllont and ipnot life there, Jiialnn at other DniverNitieH, 
If lui will attend to the Oia, aur hia?" (or know what hiu real errand in). 
" In my time their Idmeuo IlighneHaoH, the NurHiuK-falhera of the 
Univeraity {jS'ittrilarM Aca<leniliv), of the ICrnoHlino l.ino" (D'einiar- 
(Intha IliKhncHHi'H, that la), "were in the habit of haviiiK the ItulllerH 
(fhoioinisfen), Uenownera na they are railed, who made k« murh dia- 
tnrhanee, Hunt to KiHonaoh to lie In the D'nrtlmrK a while ; there they 
learned to ha (iiiinl." ((doeic atrikes '|■welvo, dinnar-tliea of iMajenty,) 

Kiiii). “ Now I muHt go : they are waiting for their Houp" (and no eudn 
DinloKiie for the pronont). Did tho King hid me wait? 

'When we got out of tho (Jarden,’ naya Liiinenhartli, nilont on thin 
point, 'the four OlVirern wore atill there upon the I'lnidanade ’ (DapUdnn 
of (luard holilto) ; ' they went into tho I’ulaee with llie King/ eh'arly 
meaning to dino with Ida MajoNty, 

'I remained atanding on the Mnplmmdo. For twonty-Hovon houra 
I had not taatod food : not a farthing in Iwiiin' (of priiioipal or interoHt) 
'to get bread with ; I had waded twenty miloa hither, in a anltry morn- 
ing, through tho sanil. Not a dilHonlt thing to koop-down huighlor In 
Huoh o.ire.umataneeH ! ’■ - I’oor Houl ; hut tho Uoyal mind ia human too. — 

‘ In tlda tremor of my heart, thoro came a Kaimmr-hmur ' (Holdler- 
Vnlet, Valet redueed to Ida aimploBt oxproaHion) ‘ out of tho I’nlaee, and 
naked, " \l'lioro la tho man that wna with my King" (wflijiem AVOnV/,— 
Ml/ King particularly?) "in tlio Garden ?” I anaworcd, "Iloro I" And 
ho led me into tho Schloaa, to a largo Room, where inigea, laekoya, and 
Kammor-huaaarH wore ahoiit My Kinnmcr-htisBar took mo to a little 
tiddo, excellently furniRliod | with aoup, hoof ; likowiaocarp droHHod with 





ffivrdoii-miliui, liktiwisp ftamo witli I’liciimlu'r-Hiiliul : bconil, knife, (bi'k, 
upoim iiinl wilt vvuro all lliore ’ (and I witli an a|ipt'tito of Iweiily-Hin’en 
lumra ; 1 liin wna Uiero). ' My Iiiihhuv hi'I ino a chair, aaid : " 'I'liiH liiat 
1 h on llio biliio, lim King Iiaa nrdcrcil In Im Horvcd lor you {[lim): you 
aro to cat your liil, and mind noliody ; and 1 am to acrvc. Sharp, liicn, 
fall-to !’■•— I waa greatly aHtoniHlii’d, and knew not what to do; Icaat ol 
all could it como into my head tliat Iho King'n Kammcr-liuHHar, who 
waited on hia Majcaly, ahouhi wait on me. I preHaeil him to ail liy mo; 
hut aa ho refuaed, I did aa hiddeji; aat down, took my apoon, and weni 
at it with a will (j'risrh ) ! 

‘'I'lio huaaar took the heef from the tahle, act it on the charcoal diali 
(to kec)) it hot till wanted) ; ho dill the like witli the liati and roaal 
game; and poured mo out wine and hcer ' (waa ever auch a luck) 
Barmecide!). ' I ale and drank till I had nliundantly enougti. Dcaaert; 
tonfeclioni'ry, wlial I could, a plateful of hig Idack ctierrioa, and i 
plateful of peara, my waiting man wrapped In paper and alull'ed llien 
into my pockota, to he a refrealiment on the way homo. And ao I 
roae from tlio Royal taldo ; and tlimiked (liiil and the King in ni) 
heart, that 1 luid ho gloriouHly dineil,' herrUvh, 'gloriouHly' at laHt, 
I'oor excellent down-lrodilen IdiiHenharth, oiio’h heart opoiiH to him 
not oiio'h larder only. 

'Tlio huHHar look away. .\t that moment a .Siicrolary came ; hrouglil 
me a Healed Order (UeHcripl) to the I'ackhof at Berlin, with my derlili 
calCH (Trx/iiiiaiiiii), and the I’mhh ; told down on the tahle five 'fail ducali 
and a (iohl Friedrich untler them ' (ahout II/. 10*. 
I think I hotter than 10/. of our day to a common man, and hotter lhai 
100/. to a hiiiHenharth), ''Haying, ’I’lio King Hunt me iIoh to take mi 
home to Berlin again. 

‘ And if the liUHHur look me into the I’alaco, it wan now the Secretar; 
that look me out again, .^nd there, yoked with nix hoiHCH, »tood a roya 
Proviant wagon ; which having led me to, Ihe .Secretary Maid: "Ym 
)ieo|ile, the King Ima given order you are to take IIiIh Htranger to Berlin 
and alao to accept no drink-money from him." 1 agnin, llirmigli tic 
//arm Sccrc/nrinm, tCHtilied my ioohI Milimi«>itve tliankfulneHH for al 
Royal graciouHncHHCK ; look my place, and rolled away. 

‘On reaching Berlin, I went at once to the Packiiof, Htrnight to tic 
onice-mom,' • Htanding more erect thin time, ‘and handed them m; 
Royal RcHcrijit. 'I'he Head man opened the aeal ; in reading, h 
changed c.idour, wont from pale to red j aaid nolliing, and gave it to ih 
iiocond man to rend, 'I'liu Hecond put on Iuh )<[icc.lncleH ; read, and gav 
It to tlio third. Ilowflvor, lie' (the Head man) ' rallied liliiiHolf at laat 
I wan to come forward, and he ho good on write a iiulttance (receipt) 
“That I had received, for my *100 llialerH all in Imlxeii, the Hiime aum ii 
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Urandonburg coin, ready down, without the least deduction.” My cash 
was at once accurately paid. And thereupon the Steward was ordered. 
To go with me to the Wliite Swan in the Judenstrasse, and pay what I 
owed there, whatever my score was. For which end they gave him 
twenty-four thalers ; and if that were not enough, he was to come and 
get more.’ On these high terms Linsenharth marched-out of the Pack- 
hof for the second time ; the sublime head of him (not turned either) 
sweeping the very stars. 

‘ ITiat was what the King had meant when he said, “ You shall have 
your money back and interest too"; uideKcet, that the Packhof was 
to pay my e-rpenses at the White Swan. The score, however, was only 
10 thalers, 4 groschen, 6 pfennigs’ (30 shillings, 6 pence, and 2 or 
perhaps 3 quarter-farthings), 'for what 1 had run-up in eight weeks,’ — 
an uncommonly frugal rate of board, for a man skilled in Hermeneutics, 
Hebraics, Polemics, Thetics, Exegetics, Pastorale, Morale (and Practical 
Christianity and the Philosophy of Zeno, carried to perfection, or nearly 
so)! ‘And herewith this troubled History had its desired finish.' And 
our gray-wliiskered, raw-boned, great-hearted Candidatus lay-down to 
sleep, at tlie White Swan ; probably the happiest man in all Berlin, for 
the time being. 

Linsenbarth dived now into Private-teaching, 'Information,' as he 
calls it ; forming, and kneading into his own likeness, such of the young 
Berliners as he could get hold of : — surely not without some good effect 
on them, the model having, besides Hermeneutics in abundance, so 
mucli natural worth about it. He himself found the mine of Informing 
a very barren one, as to money : continued poor in a high degree, 
without honour, without emolument to speak of ; and had a straitened, 
laborious, and what we might think very dark Life-pilgi’image. But the 
darkness was nothing to him, he carried such an inextinguishable frugal 
rushlight within. Meat, clothes and fire he did not again lack, in Berlin, 
for the time he needed them, — some twenty-seven years still. And if 
he got no printed praise in the Reviews, from baddish judges writing by 
the sheet,— here and there brother mortals, who knew him by their own 
eyes and experiences, looked, or transiently spoke, and even did, a most 
real praise upon him now and then. And, on the whole, he can do 
without praise ; and will stand strokes oven, without wincing or kicking, 
where there is no chance. 

A certain Berlin Druggist (‘ Herr Medicinal-Assessor Rose,’ whom we 
may call Druggist First, for there were Two that had to do with Linsen- 
harth) was good and human to him. In Rose’s House, where he had 
come to teach the children, and which continued, always thenceforth, a 
home to him when needful, he wrote this Narrative (Anno 1774) ; and 
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died therej three years afterwards , — ‘ 24 th August 1777 , of apoplexy, 
age 88,’ say the Burial Registers.* Druggist Second, on succeeding the 
humane Predecessor, found Linsenbarth’s papers in the drug-stores of 
the place : Druggist Second chanced to be one Klaproth, famed among 
the Scientific of the world ; and by him the Linsenharth Narrative 
was forwarded to publication, and such fame as is requisite. 

Sii‘ Joiias Hanway stalks across the Scene, too ; in a 
pondering and observing manner 

Of the then very famous ‘Berlin Carrousel of 1750’ we 
propose to say little ; the now chief interesting point in it 
being that M. de Voltaire is curiously visible to us there. 
But the truth is, they were very great days at Berlin, those 
of Autumn 1750; distinguished strangers come or coming; 
the King giving himself up to entertainment of them, to 
enjoyment of them ; with such a hearty outburst of mag- 
nificence, this Carrousel the apex of it, as was rare in his 
reign. There were his Sisters of Schwedt and Baireuth, with 
suite, his dear Wilhelmina queen of the scene there were 
— It would be tedious to count what other high Herrschaften 
and Durchlauchtig Persons. And to crown the whole, and 
entertain Wilhelmina as a Queen should be, there had come 
M. de Voltaire ; conquered at length to us, as we hope, and 
the Dream of our Youth realised. Voltaire’s reception, July 
1 0th and ever since, has been mere splendour and kindness ; 
really extraordinary, as we shall find farther on. Reception 
perfect in all points, except that of the Pompadour’s Com- 
pliments alone. ‘ That sublime creature’s compliments to 
your Majesty ; such her express command ! ’ said Voltaire. 
‘ Je ne la connais pas,' answered Friedrich, with his clear- 
ringing voice, ‘ I don’t know her ’ ; ® — sufficient intimation 
to Voltaire, but painful and surprising. For which some 

' In Rbdenbeck, Beytrdge, i. 472-475, these latter Details (with others, in 
confitsed form); ibid. 462-471, the Narrative itself. 

* ‘ Came 8th August ’ (Rbdenbeck, 205). 

•Voltaire to Madame Denis, ‘Potsdam, iith August 1750 ’ (CE«i/w, Ixxiy, 
184). 


diplomatic persons blame Friedrich to this day ; but not I, 
or any reader of mine. A very proud young King ; in his 
silent way, always the prouder ; and stands in no awe of the 
Divine Butterflies and Crowned Infatuations never so potent, 
as more prudent people do. 

In a Berlin of such stir and splendour, the arrivals of Sir 
Jonas Hanway, of the ‘young Lord Mai ton ’ (famed Earl or 
Marquis of Rockingham that will be), or of the witty Ex- 
cellency Hanbury, are as nothing; — Sir Jonas’s as less than 
nothing. A Sir Jonas noticed by nobody ; but himself 
taking note, dull worthy man ; and mentionable now on 
that account. Here is a Scrap regarding him, not quite to 
be thrown away . 

‘Sir Jonas Hatnvay was not always so extinct as he has now become. 
Readers might do worse than turn to his now old Book of Trawls again, 
and the strange old London it awakens for us ; A “ Russian Trading 
Company,” full of hope to the then mercantUe mind ; a Mr. Hanway 
despatclied, years ago, as Chief Clerk, inexpressibly interested to manage 
well ; — and managing, as you may read at large. Has done his best and 
utmost, all this while ; and had such travellings through the Naphtha 
Countries, sailings on tlie Caspian ; such difficulties, successes, — ulti- 
mately, failure. Owing to Mr. Elton and Thomas Kouli Khan mainly. 
Thamas Kouli Khan, — otherwise called Nadir Shah (and a very hard- 
headed fellow, hy all appearance), — wiled and seduced Mr. Elton, an 
Ex-Naval gentleman, away from his Ledgers, to build him Ships ; having 
set his heart on getting a Navy. And Mr. Elton did build him (spite 
of all I could say) a Bark or two on the Caspian ; — most liopeful to the 
said Nadir Shah : but did it come to anything ? It disgusted, it alarmed 
the Russians ; and ruined Sir Jonas, — who is returning at this period, 
prepared to render account of himself at London, in a loftily resigned 
frame of mind. ‘ 

‘The remarks of Sir Jonas upon Berlin, — for he exercises everywhere 
a sapient observation on men and things, — are of dim tumidly insig- 
nificant character, reminding us of an extinct Minerva's Owl ; and 
reduce themselves mainly to this bit of ocular testimony. That his 


1 Jonas Hanway, An Account of, etc. (or in brief. Travels'. London, 3 voU, 
4tOi i 7 S 3 )> '*• ‘^ 3 ' ‘ Arrived in Berlin,' from the Caspian and Petersburg side, 
‘August 15th, 1750.’ 



pleasant business aspect, humane though imperative ; handsome to loou 
upon, though with face perceptibly reddish’ (and perhaps snuff on it, 
were you near). ‘ His age now thirty-eight gone ; a set appearance, as 
if already got into his forties. Complexion florid, figure muscular, 

almost tending to be plump. _ 

'Listen weU through Hanway, you will find King Fnednch is an 
object of great interest, personal as well as ofiicial, and much the theme 
in Berlin society j admiration of him, pride in him, not now the audiblest 
tone, though it lies at the bottom too : “ Our Friedrich the Great,” after 
all ’(so Hanway intimates, though not express as to epithets or words 
used). ‘The King did a beautiful thing to Lieutenant-Colonel Keith 
the other day ’ (as some readers may remember) : ‘ to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Keith j that poor Keith who was nailed to the gallows for him (in effigy), 
at TFesel long ago i and got far less than he had expected. The other 
day, there had been a grand Review, part of it extending into Madam 
Knyphausen’s grounds, who is Keith’s Mother-in-law. “Monsieur 
Keith,” said the King to him, “I am sorry we had to spoil Madam’s fine 
Shrubbery by our manoeuvres : have the goodness to give her that, with 
my apologies,’— and handed him a pretty Casket with key to it, and in 
the interior 10,000 crowns. Not a shrub of Madam’s had been cut or 
injured ; but the King, you see, would count it 1,600/. of damage done, 
and here is acknowledgment for it, which please accept. Is not that a 
gracious little touch ? 

‘This King is doing something at Embden, Sir Jonas fears, or trying 
to do, in the Trade-and-Navigation way: scandalous that English 
capitalists will lend money in furtherance of such destructive schemes by 
the Foreigner ! For the rest. Sir Jonas went to call on Lord Maltoa 
(Marquis of Rockingham that will be) : an able and sober young Noble- 
man, come thus far on his Grand Tour,’ and in time for the Carrousel. 
‘His Lordship’s reception at Court here, one regretted to hoar, was 
nothing distinguished ; quite indifferent, indeed, had not the Queen- 
Mother stept-in with amendments. The Courts are not well together ; 
pity for it. My Lord and his Tutor did me the honour to return my 
visit ; the rather os we all quartered in the same Inn. Amiable 
young Nobleman,’ — so distinguished since, for having had unconsciously 
an Edmund Burke, and such torrents of Parliamentary Eloquence, in 
his breeches-pocket (breeches-pockel literally ; how unknown to Hanway !) 
— ‘ Amiable young Nobleman, is not it one’s duty to salute, in passing 
such a one ? Though I would by no means have it over-done, and am a 
calmly independent man. 

‘ Sir Jonas also saw the Carrousel’ (of which presently) ; ‘and admired 
the great men of Berlin. Great men, all obsolete now, though then 
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^ _ '*ired to mfinitudej somo of them : "You may abuse me/’ said the 
to some stranger arrived in Berlin; “you may abuse me, and 
P®»'lT.ap3 here and there get praise by doing it: but I advise you not to 
oialit of Lieberkiihn” (the fashionable Doctor) “in any company in 
® ’ 1 — How fashionable are men ! 

One Collini, a young Italian, quite new in Berlin, chanced 
to be at the Carrousel, or at the latter half of it, — 
tliOTjgh by no means in quest of such objects just at present, 
F>oor young fellow ! As he came afterwards to be Secretary 

-Amanuensis of Voltaire, and will tum-up in that capacity, 
us read this note upon him ; 

^ Signor Como Alessandro Collini, a young Venetian gentleman of 
family and education, but of no employment or resource, had in 
late years been asking zealously all round among his home circle, iVhat 
*■**1 I to do with myself? mere echo answering, tVhat, — till a Signora 
Sister of Barberina the Dancer’s answered: “Try Berlin, and King 
l^*'iderico il Grande there? I could give you a letter to my Sister!" 
At which Collini grasps; gets under way for Berlin, — through wild 
Alpine sceneries, foreign guttural populations; and with what thoughts, 
poor young fellow. It is a common course to take, and sometimes 
anawers, sometimes not. 'The cynosure of vague creatures, with a sense 
of faculty without direction. What clouds of winged migratory people 
g-atliering in to Berlin, all through this Reign I Not since Noah’s Ark a 
stranger menagerie of creatures, mostly wild. Of whom Voltaire alone 
is^ in Our time, worth mention. 

OoBini gazed upon the Alpine cliasms, and shaggy ice-palaces, with 
bender memory of the Adriatic; courageously steered his way through 
blie inoffensive guttural populations; had got to Berlin, just in this 
bime j been had to dinner daily by the hospitable Barberinas, young 
Cocceji always his fellow-guest, — “Privately, my poor Signorina’s 
EInsl>aiid !’’ whispered old Mamma. Both the Barberinas were very kind 
to Collini ; cheering him with good auguries, and offers of help. CoUini 
□loes not date with any punctuality; but the German Books will do it for 
Irim- August 25th-27th was Carrousel ; and Collini had arrived few days 
before.’ * 

^A.nd now it is time we were at the Carrousel ourselves, — in 
BL brief transient way. 

* Hanway, ii. 190, 201, etc. 

* Collini, Mon Sljour anpris de Voftaire (fans, 1807), pp. 1-21. 


CHAPTER VI 

BERLIN CARROUSEL, AND VOLTAIRE VISIBLE THERE 

Readers have heard of the Place du Carrousel at Paris ; 
and know probably that Louis xiv. held world-famous Car- 
rousel there (a.d. 1662) ; and, in general, that Carrousel has 
something to do with Tourneying, or the Shadow of Tourney- 
ing. It is, in fact, a kind of superb be-tailored running at 
the ring, instead of be-blacksmithed running at one another. 
A Second milder Edition of those Tournament sports, and 
dangei’ous trials of strength and dexterity, which were so 
grand a business in the Old iron Ages. Of which, in the 
form of Carrousel or otherwise, down almost to the present 
day, there have been examples, among puissant Lords ; — ■ 
though now it is felt to have become extremely hollow ; 
perhaps incapable of fully eutei'taining anybody, except chil- 
dren and their nurses on a high occasion. 

A century ago, before the volcanic explosion of so many 
things which it has since become wearisome to think of in 
this earnest world, the Tournament, emblem of an Age of 
Chivalry, which Avas gone, but had not yet declared itself to be 
quite gone, and even to be turned topsyturvy, had still sub- 
stance as a mummery, — not enough, I should say, to spend 
much money upon. Not much real money ; except, indeed, 
the money were offered you gratis, from other parties inter- 
ested ? Sir Jonas kindly informs us, by insinuation, that this 
was, to a good degree, Friedrich’s case in the now Carrousel : 

‘ a thing got-up by the private efforts of different great Lords 
and Princes of the blood ; ’ each party tailoring, harnessing 
and furbishing himself and followers ; Friedrich contributing 
little but the arena and general outfit. I knoAv not Avhether 
even the 40,000 lamps (for it took place by night) were of 
his purchase, though that is likely ; and knoAV only that the 
Suppers and interior Palace Entertainments would be his. 



Rojal-Mummery kind in general, there has been, for graceful 
arrangement, for magnificence regardless of expense, — ^inviting 
your amiable Lord Malton, and the idlers of all Countries, 
and awakening the rapture of Gazetteers, — nothing like it 
since J^ouis the Grand’s time. Nothing, — except perhaps that 
Camp of Miihlberg or Radewitz, where we once were. Done, 
this one, not at the King’s expense alone, but at other people’s 
chiefly • that is an unexpected feature, welcome if true ; and, 
except for Sir Jonas, would not have helped to explain the 
puzzle for us, as it did in the then Berlin circles. Miihlberg, 
in my humble judgment, was worth two of this as a Mummery; 
— but the meritorious feature of Friedrich’s is, that it cost 
him very little. 

It was, say all Gazetteers and idle eyewitnesses, a highly 
splendid spectacle. By much the most effulgent exhibition 
Friedrich ever made of himself in the Expensive-Mummery 
department : and I could give in extreme detail the pheno- 
mena of it ; but, in mercy to poor readers, will not. Fancy 
the assiduous hammering and sawing on the Schloss-Platz, 
amid crowds of gay loungers, giving cheerful note of prepara- 
tion, in those latter days of August 1750. And, on 
Wednesday Night 9,5th August, look and see, — for the due 
moments only, and vaguely enough (as in the following 
Excerpt) ; 

Palaee-Esplanade of Berlin, 25th August 1760 (dusk sinking into dark): 
'Under a windy nocturnal sky, a spacious Parallelogram, enclosed for 
jousting as at Aspramont or Trebisond. Wide enough arena in the 
centre ; vast amphitheatre of wooden seats and passages, firm carpentry 
and fitted for its business, rising all round ; Audience, select though 
multitudinous, sitting decorous and garrulous, say since half-past eight. 
'I'here is royal box on the ground-tier ; and the King in it, King, with 
Princess Amelia for the prizes : opposite to this is entrance for the 
Chevaliers, — four separate entrances, I think. Who come, — lo, at last ! 
— with breathings and big swells of music, as Ilesuscitations from the 
buried Ages. 


Carthaginians, Greeks. Four Jousting Parties, lieaded each hy a Prince 
of the Blood : — with such a splendour of equipment for jewels, silver 
helmets, sashings, housings, as eye never saw. Prancing on their 
glorious battle-steeds (sham-hattle, steeds not sham, hut champing their 
bits as real quadrupeds with fire in their interior) : — how many in all, I 
forgot to count. Perhaps, on the average, si.rty in each Quadrille, 
fifteen of them practical Ritters ; the rest raythologic winged standard- 
bearers, blackamoors, lictors, trumpeters and shining melodious 
phantasms as escort, — of this latter kind say in round numbers Two 
Hundred altogether; and of actual Ritters three-score.* Who run at 
rings, at Turks’ heads, and at other objects with death-doing lance ; and 
prance and flash and career along: glorious to see and hear. Under 
proud flourishings of drums and trumpets, under bursts and breathings of 
wind-music ; under the shine of Forty-thousand Lamps, for one item. 
All Berlin and the nocturnal firmament looking on, — night rather gusty, 
“which blew-out many of the lamps,” insinuates Hanway. 

'About midnight, Beauty in the form of Princess Amelia distribute* 
the prizes; Music filling the air; and human “ Buge’s" aai the surviving 
lamps, doing their best. After which the Principalities and Ritters with- 
draw to their Palace, to their Balls and their Supper of the gods ; and all 
the world and his wife goes home again, amid various commentary from 
high and low. ^‘Jamais, Never,” murmured one high Gentleman, of 
the Impromptu kind, at the Palace Supper-table, — 

‘ ” Jmiiois dtms Alhine tl d<ms Rome 
On Went de plus beaux Jours, ni de plus dipne prix 
J’ai uu lejils de Mars sous les traits de Pdris, 

Et Vdnus qui donnail la pomme." ' ^ 

And Amphitheatre and Lamps lapse wholly into darkness, 
and the thing has finished, for the time being. August 27th, 
it was repeated by daylight : if possible, more charming than 
ever ; but not to be spoken of farther, under penalties. To 
be mildly forgotten again, every jot and tittle of it, — except 
one small insignificant iota, which, by accident, still makes it 

* Blumenthal, Life of De Ziethen (Ziethen was in it, and gained a prize), i. 
257-263 et seq. ; Voltaire’s Letters to Niece Denis { CEHwer, Ixxiv. 174, 179, 198) ; 
— and two contemporary 4tos on the subject, with Drawings etc., which may well 
continue unknown to every reader. 

^ 'Never in Athens or Rome were there braver sights or a worthier prize •: I 
have seen the son of Mars’ (King Friedrich) ‘with Paris’s features, and Venus’ 
(Amelia) ‘crowning the victorious.’ CEzivi'ss Voltaiyt^ xviii. 320. 



there; (uui thin not oni)' wa.s voiimre tigmn there, 
the I’rinceH uiui Pri»(’e.s.se.s ; hut that (.’olliiii saw Voltaire, 
ami gives us transient sight of him, thanks to (.’ollini. 
Thursday HHh August 1750, wius the Daylight version of 
the (’-arrousel ; which (’ollini, if it were of any nioiucnt, takes 
to have precakd that of the 40,000 Duiips. Sure enough 
Collini WIUS tliere, with eyes open : 

‘Mndame tin (loccuji ' (»o one may call her, Uiuu^h the ktiiiwn nliai bi 
Itarherlrm) ' Imtl (vtiKaffeil iilnces ; slie invited me to come «nd see this 
h'oMtivily. IVo went'; and very «;i'and It was. ''I'he Palare-l'lsplnimde 
was eliiuiged ' hy carpeiitries and tlrupcrleH ' into a vast Ani)ihilliratre ; 
the slopes of It furnished with henehes for the speftnliirs, and at Die four 
corners of it and at the holloin, ninKiiiftcently decorated lioxes for the 
(’ourt.' Vast oval Amiilillheatre, tlie inlerinr arena reclatiKular, with Its 
I'Vuir Entrances, one for each of the I'otir Quadrilles, ''llie assemhlsRe 
was numerous and hrilliant : all the Court had come from Potsdam to 
Berlin. 

'A little while hefore the King himself made appearance, there rose 
suddenly a murmur of admiration, ami 1 heard all round me, from every- 
body, the name "Voltaire ! Voltaire !" (aioking down, I saw Voltaire 
nocordlngly ; among a group of great lords, who were walking over llie 
Arena, towards one of llie (bmrt Boxes. lie wore a modest countenance, 
hut joy painted Itself in his eyes : you cannot love glory, and not feel 
gratefully the jirixe attached to it,' attained as hero. '1 lost sight of 
him in few instnnta,' as he approached his Box, the place where I was not 
permitting farlhor view.' ' 

'I’his wtis (lolliiti’s first sigltt of lltat gnmt man {tie rr fp-aud 
homvtc). With wlioni, tltanks lo Harheriua, ho Imd, in a day 
or two, the honour of an Interview (judgment favourable, he 
could liope) ; and before many months, Accitlent also favour- 
ing, the inexpressible honottr of seeing himself the great man's 
Secretary,— -how far beyond hope or aspiration, in Uiesc 
('aiTousel days I 

Voltaire had now boon here some Seven Weeks,— arrived 
10th July, as we often nolt? after (on his own ptui) a gitiat 
' Collini, AAoi SJ/tm, p. zi. 


ouv readers. Tliu poor nmn having now nironie a Qna.si- 
Widower; painrully rallying, with hi.s whoh* ‘dn'iigth, towards 
new arraiigeincnits, -now was llu> tinu: for iMicilrieh to urge 
him; ‘Come to me! Away from all that tli-.utal imhroglio; 
hither, I say ! ’ To which Voltaire is not innl ll•ntivc ; though 
ho he.sitat.es; cannot, in any cn.se, come withmit delay ; - 
lingers in I’aris, readjusting many things, tlje poor ship- 
wrecked being, among kind D'Argcnlal.s ami friends. I’oor 
Lshmacl, getting gray ; and hi.s tent in th«* tlc.Hcrl snildenly 
carricd-oll’ by a blast of wind I 

To the legal Widower, M. Ic Maripii.s, he Ijehavcs in numev 
matters like a Wince; takes that Varis Doinicilc, in the line 
Travensiere, all to himself; insUlutc.s a new lionsehold Iherc, 
— ^Nicce Denis to he female president. Nii'ce Uvnis, witlow 
without eneumhninees ; whom in her niairittl slate, wife to 
some kind of Ooinnii.ssariat-Ollieer at I.illt', "f have seen 
transiently in that Cilv, her Unele loilgingr l>rr as lie 

pas,sed. A gadding, Haunting, nin'ea.s()nnlile, would - he 
fashionable female .-(a Du Chalelet wilhmil the grace or 
genius, and who never was in love with y(m !) with whom 
poor tfuclc had a baddi.sh life, in time coming. .All which 
.settled, he .still lingem. Widowed, grown old and less 
adventurous! 'I'liat House in the Jtne 'IVav n m-ie, nnee his 
and Another’s, now his alone, for tiie lime In-ing, it is pro- 
bably more like a Mansolenm tlmn a Ilon-if to him. Ami 
Vcrsaille.s, with its sulky Trajans, its (’rehintm cabals, what 
charm is in Versailles ? He Unnk.s of going to Italy for a 
wliilc; lias never seen that fine Coimlry ; nf" going to Ilerlin 
for a wliile : of going to- -In fact, Ifi'riin is flearly the place 
where he will land ; but he hesitates greatlv about lifting 
anchor. Friedrich insists, in a bright, Imnteiing, kindly 
way: ‘You were due to me a year ago; you said always, 
“So soon as the lying-in is over, 1 nm voiu's : and now, 
why don’t you come ? ’ 

I’riedrieh, since they met la.sl, has tind .some expiTiem es of 


solll Jllly-JIal iiriil. Ij.so) 

Voltain', ^vllil'h hit doi'.H not, lila*. 'I’lifir ronils, tnil\, dim' 
fnliilalin{' 'rriijiui in N'cr-'iiilh's, ai\(i |frowin}f grant: l)y ‘ I'an-a** 
of Ihe Fair'; Hit* olliiT battling for bis axistaiin' against nii'ii 
and daviis, 'IVajan and Coniiianv inclndi-d, Iiava lain far 
apart, 'riu'ir Corrc.spnndciua' ptavaptibly langnisbing, in con- 
Biapu'nci', and nvan rununu's ri.sing tin Hit* hiilijia-t, \iiltniif 
wrota nnaa : ‘ (iiva ina a yanl of ribbon, Siiv’ ( vmir Orih r of 
Mrrit, Sira), ‘ to .silama; tliosa vila ninnairH ! ’ ^^'biah Friatl- 
rich, on anali IVaa-and-aasy tarins, bait silantly tiaalinad. * A 
inaddla.sonia, forwaril kind of tallow ; always gat ting into 
Hcrapa.s and brabbla.s ! ’ thinks b'riailriab. Hut is nailly 
anxioti.s, now I hat the ahanaa o/!ar.s again, to have -.nah a 
I^ivito for his I’ria.sl, the avidant pink of Ilninan Intallaat ; 
ami tria.s various inailainants upon him ; hits at had (I know 
not wlu-lhar by daviaa or by aaaidaid) on tina whiah, say tha 
h'raiiah Hiographars, did raise \‘oltaira and sat him iindar 
way. 

A arrlain IVf. Hacniard d'Arnaud, a aonaaitad, foolish young 
fallow, niuah palronisad by Voltnira, and given to write vaiM"., 
wliiah are unknown to ina, has bean, on Voltaire’s raaonnnanil 
ing, ‘ Lilarai'v ('oi'ras|iondanl,’ tti Friadriah (Haris Hook Agent 
and tin; like) for soma time past: aorraspomiing muah with 
Hotwlani, in a way Ibnnd aniarlaining ; and is now (April 
ITfiO) aatnally going Ihithar, to Imiadriah's I'onrl, or perhaps 
has gonu. At any rata, l''riadriah, hy aaaidant or In datiaa, 
— had anHwarad soma rhymes of this D'Armuid, ‘ \'a-, ; wal" 
aomo, young snnrisa, sinaa Voltaire is about to sat I ' ' I hojia 
it was by device; D’Arnautl is suah a silly fallow; too 
absurd, to reakon as morning to anybody's suiisal, F\aapt 
for Ids involuntary sendaa, for and against, in this Voltaire 
.Toiirnay, his iiama. would not now ha inanlionahia at all. ' .Sim 
sat.^’ axalaimad Vollaira, springing out of had (say tha Hio 
gni|)hars), and skip|)ing aliont indignantly in hi-, -.liirt : • I 
will .show (ham I am mil .sat yat!’^ Ami iiistftnilv ri Milvail 

’ (Fiivrti tl »iv. i)>; • .i li'Anhui.i,' i.| lirimilrf 

* Dtivpmrl (.'■•rr'-tnl), ji 


on tho Hcrliii hxpeciilion. vvi’iit to ( ()in|m'giu‘, whmi the 
Court tlien was ; to bid hia tulieiia ; nny, to (usk fornmlly the 
Iloyiil leave,- for we are Iliaturiographer and titular (Icntle- 
iiian of the ('hamher, and Kiujj;'a aervaut in a aeiiac. Ix'ave 
woa at once f^nuited him, aliiioat huflingly ; vve hope not witli 
(oo niucli nwlineaa ? For Ihia in a ticklish point: one ia 
going to I’ruasift ‘on a Viait ’ merely (though it may he 
longiah) ; one would not have the door of Franci' Hlainmed-to 
bt;hii\d o>u‘ ! 'I'he tone at Court did aeem a little auecinct, 
Komething almost of sneer in it. Ihit from the I’ompadour 
herself all was friendly: mere witty, cheery graciosities, and 
* My Compliments to his Majesty of IVnssia,' Complimcnta 
how answered when they came to hand : ‘ Jf nf In amnaij 
pcu ! ’ 

In short, M. de Voltaire, made all his arrangements; got 
under way; piously visited Fontcnoy and the Uattle-lields 
in pas.sing ; and is here, since July I0th,~ in very great 
splendour, ns we see: -on his Fifth Visit to I'Viedrich. 
Fiftli ; which proved his Ijist, ami is still extremely cele- 
brated in the world. Visit much misundcrstoml in France, 
and England, down to this day. lly no means sorted-ont 
into ucenracy amt intelligibility ; hut left as (adiat is saying 
a great deal !) probably the wastest chao.s of alt the Sections 
of Friedrich’s History. And ha-s, alone of them, gone over the 
whole world ; being withal am\tsing to read, and Iherefore 
wcll and widely rcuiemhercil, in that niemtaciouH at\d semi- 
intclligihle. state. To lay these goblins, full of noise, ignor- 
ance and mendacity, and give some true outline tif the matter, 
with what hrevity is eonsistent with deciphering it at all, is 
now our sad task,--- laborious, perhaps disguslijig ; not im- 
possible, if U'aders will loyally assist 

Voltaire bail taken every piveaution that this Visit should 
ftua-ecU, or at least be no loss to one of the parlic-s. In a 
preliminary l^etter from Paris,- pro.se and verse, otn- of the 
cleverest diplomatic pieces ever penned ; lA-ller really worlli 


loin ocj'v* 

looking at, cunning oh the Bong of Apollo, Voltaire sym- 
bolically intimates : ‘ Well, Sire, your old Ihume, poor 
malingering old wretch, in coming to her .love. It is .love 
she wants, not the Sliower af .Jove ; neverlhclesa ’—--Aiul 
Friedrich (liiank Uanhiiry, in ])art, for that hit of knowledge) 
had remitted him in haitl money OOOl. ‘ to pay the lolls on 
his road." As a high gentleman would : to have done with 
those base elements of the huHiness. 

Nay, fnrlhermon', pit-cisely two days before those aplen- 
doura of the (’arromsel, Fritslrieh, in answer to new conning 
croakeries and eontrivanees (‘Sire, lliis 1 alter from my Niece, 
who is inconsolalile that I Hliould thii>k of Btaying here;' 
where, linding oneself so divinised, one is disposed to slay), 
— has nimweml him like a King; lly (5old Key of (’hamher- 
laiii. Cross of the Order of Merit, and Pension of HO, 000 
francs (860/.) a year, convcyeil in as royal a lojtter of 
Ilusiness as I liave often mul ; melwlious jis Apollo, this too, 
though all in business prose, and, like Apollo, praetieal (rod 
of the A'loi in this cose.'’ Dated i/.Sd August 1760. This 
Letter of Friedrich's I fancy to he what Voltaire calls, ‘ Your 
Majesty’s gracious Agreement with me,’ and often appeals to, 
in sid)se(iuenl Iroiddes. Not tpiile a Notarial Pieee, on Fried- 
rich’s part; hut slrielly ohwrveil by him as such. 

Four days after which, ('ollini sees VoUaire serenely shining 
among the Princes and Princesses of the world ; Amphitheatre 
all whispering with lialiHi breath, ‘ Voltaire! Voltaire !’ Ihit 
let US hear Voltaire himself, from the interior of the Pheno- 
menon, at this its culmhmting point ; 

Vollniro til his D'ArKsnlnls, - t« Niece Uenls svstt, with whom, If with 
no oilier, hi* !h i|uitB without reserve, lit showing the hsil siiil the good,-- 

* Wslpiilc, i. 451 (' IIsiI it fmm I'timeM Aiiielis hei»elf'): see Vollsire to 
Frietlruli, ' I'siiii, <)lh June l 7 So' ; I ricitrich to Voltsirc, ' i'utMisiii, 94th May 
(cA'uvrti t// Vullttin, IsKiv. i ^K, 1^.,), 

“ ' Itcrliii, 3 .|il Atigim )7Vi‘ i/< /■V i'./Zm'. , ssil. 3^5) ; 'Vullsire to 

Niece Dniii, 'J41I1 Ati(;iut ‘ (tiii«|-tii.iril * t4lh 'j i to U'Aitciilul, 'aHth August' 
{(J-Mvttt J4 rnUiiiff, Isniv. 185, 


twice over; the like never seen for splendour, for’ (rather copious on 
this sublimity)— ‘ After which we played Eome Suuvde’ (my Anti- 
Crebillon masterpiece), 'in a pretty little Theatre, which I have got 
constructed in the Princess Amelia’s Antechamber. I, who speak to 
you, I played Cicero.’ Yes; and was manager and general stage-king 
and contriver ; being expert at this, if at anything. And these beautiful 
Theatricals had begun weeks ago, and still lasted many weeks ; ' — with 
such divine consultings, directings, even orderings of the brilliant 
Royalties concerned. — Duvernet (probably on D’Arget’s authority) 
informs us that 'once, in one of the inter-acts, finding the soldiers 
allowed him for Pretorian Guards not to understand their business here,’ 
not here, as they did at Hohenfriedberg and elsewhere, 'Voltaire 
shrilled volcanically out to them (happily unintelligible): “F — , Devil 
take it, I asked for men ; and they have sent me Germans (J’lit demande 
des hommes, el ton m'envoie des Alkmands)\" At which the Princesses 
were good-natured enough to burst into laughter.’ * Voltaire continues ; 
'There is an English Ambassador here who knows Cicero’s Orations In 
Galilinam by heart ; ’ an excellent Etonian, surely. ' It is not Milord 
Tyrconnel ’ (blusterous Irish Jacobite, our Ambassador, note him, fat 
Valori having been recalled); no, 'it is the Envoy from England,’ 
Excellency Hanbury himself, who knows his Cicero by heart. 'He has 
sent me some fine Verses on Home Sauvte ; he says it is my best work. 
It is a Piece appropriate for Ministerial people ; Madame la Chancelifero,’ 
Cocceji’s better half, 'is well pleased with it.’® And then’ — But 
enough. 

In Princess Amelia’s Antechamber, there or in other celestial places, 
in Palace after Palace, it goes on. Gaiety succeeding gaiety ; mere 
Princesses and Princes doing parts ; in Home Sauvee, and in masterpieces 
of Voltaire’s, Voltaire himself acting Cicero and elderly characters, 
Lusignan and the like. Excellent in acting, say the witnesses; superlative, 
for certain, as Preceptor of the art, — though impatient now and then. 
And wears such Jewel-ornaments (borrowed partly from a Hebrew, of 
whom anon), such magnificence of tasteful dress; — and walks his minuet 
among the Morning Shirs. Not to mention the Suppers of the King ; 
chosen circle, with the King for centre ; a radiant Friedrich flashing-out 
to right and left, tiU all kindles into coruscation round him ; and it is 
such a blaze of spiritual sheet-lightnings,— wonderful to think of; 
Voltaire especially electric. Never, or seldom, were seen such suppers ; 

* Rodenbeck, ‘ August — October ’ 1750. 

* Duvernet (Second), p. 162.— time probably 15th October. 

CEuvrts^ Ixxiv. {Letters^ to the D’Argentals and Denis, * 20th August — 23d 
September 175°’), pp- 187, 219, 231, etc. etc. 


HUPli II lilo lor i> piiiu m irf'upiti, ho nttod with tlio placu duo to 

tiitii. 8tnoIfuiifcim i-ayM ; 

‘ And «o ymiv .Sii)iroiuo of IdtornUiro Iidh ffot into liiH duo |i!hoq iit liwt, 

• lit lilt! l»)i id llio world, iiiiiiu'ly ; tlioufi;li, iilnn, but for inoiuoiitH or for 
niontliu, 'I'lio KiiiH H own I'riouil ; bo whom iho Kiiiff doli(^htH to 
honour. Tlio mont iihiiiinn Ihiiii? in Horlin, lit thiii niomoiit. Virtually 
a kind of /’ii/iii, or Iritollri'tuul Katlior of Mankiiid,' tmuoni .Smelfunf?UH ; 
‘I’ojio iiiiiiriiriaoil for tlio iiom'o, Tho now Fridoricun MagituH dooH a« 
the old riidnuH, old Ciiroluit MiiffiiUM did ; rcroxiiiMOH hia I’opo, in (lcHi)ito 
of tlio Imuo vulgar ; olovaloH him aloft Into worahij), for tlio vulgar and 
for ovorybody ! Carolua MiigittiN did that Ihriro-Haliilary font’ (Hublinioly 
huniiin, if you liiiiik of it, and ibr long conturicH HiioroHaful inoro or lowi) ; 

' Fridorirua Miigmni, iiiidor olhor oinoiiH, unroiiHi'iouHly dooa tlio iiko, — 
tlio lo'al ho I'ltii ! l^ol till' t ipora Fiddlora, tlio I'VdrmiH, 'rriivonolH and 
DeHfonliiini"' of fiodimi'H IJlumt look and r.oiiHidor ! ' 

Miidaino Denia, an I'xpt'nnivo gay Ijidy, Hlill only in hor tblrtloH, 
improvablo by roiigo. rnrrioa. on groat work in tho Huo 'I'nivorHioro ; 
priviito tlioiitrii'iila, aiiiipora, IlirtatiotiK with Itiiilnn travolliiig MiirquiaoH ; 

llnda Intondiint I/ongrliinnp niiioli In lior way, with hia rigiiroiia 
account bookw, and roalrlrllun to KIO Ionia per month; wImIicm ovon hor 
(hiolu worn bark, and oniiliona him, Not to liuliovo in Krimhiidi'ii naltor- 
ing unctiona, or pul lii« Iruat in I’riiiooa at all. Volliiiro, with Iho duo 
prtsiiminiiriuH, altowa Krii'ilrirh hor l.uttur, imo of hor Lottura,'- -with 
rcHiilt OH lit! aaw nluivo, 

Kormi'y aiiya ; ' In tho Carnival linm, wbirli Voltiiiro UHiiiilly piiaHoil at 
llerlin, in tho I’ltlaro, pooplo paid llioir rmirt to 1 dm an to a doolarod 
Kavourito. I’rinroa, Miiraliala, MinialorM of .Stiito, Koroign AmbiiMiudorH, 
l,onla of tho highoat rank, allondod hia audiunoo; and wuro rocolvod,' 
anya Formoy, nowlioro froo from ajiilo on tliiH Hubjoot, 'in a Hudioionlly 
lofty Klylo (/itiuleitr anf* ilMiiit/iirunr)* A groat Priiioo had tho com- 
pIiiiHanou to play choim with him ; and to lot him win tho piatoloH that 
wore atakod, Homolimoa ovon tho piatoIoH diHii|ipoariid bifore tho end of 
tho gamo,' continnoa Formoy, grron with ajilto and roporta that and 
atory of tho candhwonda ; blta of wair-ranilU), wliloh aliould havo romaliiod 
an porqulaile to tho valnta, but which worn confiacatod by VolUiro, and 
aunt acroaa to tho wnx~r,liiiniller'M. Ho, doubtloBB, tho apitoful rumour 
ran ; jirobably litllo but apito and fiihio, llorlln bulng blttor in ila gnHN!)i. 

' Now lii.it. If. moat of them arc; VoUuirc'a Answer to it, iilrciuly cited, ia 
'a^th Aoi;ii-.i 17, V*' (oii'-(iriiilcd ' i^lh Atigioil,' (Jiuvm, Ixxiv. iHs ! Nce /A 
hxv. 135); Kill); Frirdtiidi'n /ni.YiVn/ Anawer (so iiiimificeiit to Denis ami 
Voltaiic), ‘ Your MitjrslyS (;rncioiis Agicriiicul,' Iwrc dale ‘ Augliat a3d.' 

’ l■o^lllcy, Sfiuftiiin, i. 233, 236. 


otupia inieuaiuip ropetti-* mot oi tne cjMiuie-cuuoj i»».o » unu^ no imu 
seen (twelve years bf/ore hig arrival in those parts) ; and adds that 
Voltaire ‘put them in his pocket/ — like one both stupid and sordid, 
Alas, the brighter your shine, the blacker is the shadow you cast. 

Friedrich, with the knowledge he already had of his yoke- 
fellow, — one of the most skittish, explosive, unruly creatures 
in harness, — cannot be counted wise to have plunged so 
heartily into such an adventure with him. ‘ An undoubted 
Courser of the Sun ! ’ thought Friedrich ; — and forgot too 
much the signs of bad going he had sometimes noticed in him 
on the common highways. There is no doubt he was perfectly 
sincere and simple in all this high treatment of Voltaire. 
‘The foremost literary spirit of the world, a man to be 
honoured by me, and by all men ; the Trismegistus of Human 
Intellects, what a conquest to have made ; how cheap is a 
little money, a little patience and guidance, for such solace- 
ment and ornament to one’s barren Life ! ’ He had rashly 
hoped that the dreams of his youth could hereby still be a 
little realised ; and something of the old Reinsberg Program 
become a fruitful and blessed fact. Friedrich is loyally glad 
over his Voltaire ; eager in all ways to content him, make him 
happy ; and keep him here, as the Talking Bird, the Singing 
Tree and the Golden Water, of intelligent mankind ; the 
glory of one’s own Court, and the envy of the world. ‘ Will 
teach us the secret of the Muses, too ; French Muses, and 
help us in our bits of Literatoe ! ’ This latter, too, is a 
consideration with Friedrich, as why should it not, — ^though 
by no means the sole or chief one, as the French give it out 
to be. 

On his side, Voltaire is not disloyal either ; but is nothing 
like so completely loyal. He has, and continued always to 
have, not unmixed with fear, a real admiration for Friedrich, 
that terrible practical Doer, with the cutting brilliancies of 
mind and character, and the irrefragable common sense ; nay 
he has even a kind of love to him, or something like it, — love 
made-up of gratitude for paist favours, and lively anticipation 


of future. Voltaire is, by nature, an attached or attachable 
creature ; flinging out fond boughs to every kind of excellence, 
and especially holding firm by old ties he had made. One 
fancies in him a mixed set of emotions, direct and reflex, — 
the consciousness of safe shelter, were there nothing more ; of 
glory to oneself, derived and still derivable from this high 
man : — in fine, a sum-total of actual desire to live with King 
Friedrich, which might, surely, have almost sufficed even for 
Voltaire, in a quieter element. But the element was not 
quiet, — far from it ; nor was Voltaire easily sufficeable ! 


Perpetual President Mauportuis has a Visit fiom one Konig, 
out of Holland, concerning the Infinitely Little 

Whether Maupertuis, in red wig with yellow bottom, saw 
these high gauderies of the Carrousel, the Plays in Princess 
Amelia’s Antechamber, and the rest of it, I do not know : but 
if so, he was not in the top place ; nor did anybody take 
notice of him, as everybody did of Voltaire. Meanwhile, I 
have something to quote, as abridged and distilled from 
various sources, chiefly from Formey ; which will be of much 
concernment farther on. 

Some four weeks after tliose Carrousel eifulgencies, Perpetual President 
Maupertuis had a visit (September 21st, just while the Sun was crossing 
the hino ; thanks to Formey for the date, who keeps a Notebook, useful 
in these intricacies): visit from Professor Konig, an effective mathe- 
matical man from the Dutch parts. Whom readers have forgotten again ; 
though they saw him once : in violent quarrel, about the Infinitely Little, 
with Madame du Chatelet, Voltaire witnessing with pain ; — it was just as 
they quitted Cirey together, ten years .ago, for these new courses of 
adventure. Do readers recall the circumstance ? Maupertuis, referee in 
that (luarrol, had, with a bluntness offensive to the female mind, declared 
Konig indisputably in the right; and there had followed a dryness 
between the divine Emilio and the Fl.attener of the Earth, sc.arcely to be 
healed by Voltaire’s best efforts. 

Konig has gone his ro.ad since then; become a line solid fellow; 
Professor in a Dutch University; more latterly Librarian to the Dutch 
SLadtholder ; still frank of speech, .and with a rugged free-and-easy 
VOT,. v .s 


tN kUII nnUi'tniiiits til » Htiitti gftinu'uiv- lurii imuwi. now, HU 

I^ilirtirinn ftt tlip lliitrui'. iiinrf «tiil uinrt' hr Imx nmilr a 

niii 111 Hrrliii, rlurllv iir rtitirrly In »rr hu Mbuju'i liiia »him\ hr 

Htill rt'iiu'inliru iirnlrliilly »» hi» lir«l I'.ilrnu in uhlrr timr«, uml h mim 
Ilf wimiii juirU, Uititlfth rttttirr Itliintmuiii imw mnl thru, A lilllr hit of 
Bi'ioulilii' liutiui'ii wlmi hr liMi »!tli liiiii, Ki'iiij; i» Mi iolirr ot tho llrrllii 
Anolritiy, for mimr )r«r« Imi k ; «io! ihrrr i« » llnuK tir vniiihl apr.ik 
with tho l’rr|n'Hml I'rroiiUitt uiinii. ' W auti nnltiiii»t rUr in lirrlin,' 
riiyH Fonnry : ' lirariiijf )iy thr mml tliai \l»it|irrliii« w»a nut llirrr, 
ho hml BrliiMlly tiinioil Ininirwaul'' oKoto ; hut got trnrr InlinKii, mill 
t'*mo ini.‘ Tho ninro w«i tho I'tly, «ji liorhujw will ttjt]it’iir ! ‘ Itr 

iirrivril So|iti'inhor tinth ‘ (if you wtll ho jiArlmthir on rhomo jHirinxf) ; 
' i'»lh'il im nio llml il»y, Im'iuk ImlKnl in iny noi(,'hlmni'hiMiil ; mill no\t 
tiny, fiiutlil Mnit]iortni« »l hnino . ‘ * oinl Ilow intn hln ni nn hkhiii, liko o 
({oml hoy loll)? Hhut'iit. 

MmijH'vlui*, not tunny mnnlhii ntto, hnil, in r«ii Auripiaivo I’niirrn, 
1 think I'wOi I'liiiiiiiiinir.ili'il 111 tho Aimirmj' « I'lai'mrty ol Moln|ihyitii'ii 
Mtithi'iiintii iil nr nUiiKolhor Molojihynii'.il ntilntr, on tho lAwanf Mnlinn; 

llju'iivory ohii'li ho htoi, niin o that, hriniyht In I'ninjiloto |ii'i'lrrtinn, 
mill Hi'iit fnrth til tho thiivor«o til larrfr, in hm oiihlimo littlo Hiinh nl 
f ’ojoiii/iyv ; ’ gralofnl Ainilomy ulriuiiK to mliniti', onil hrlirio, witl 
ila I’l'nii'tiinl I'roniilont, that tho PiDiniory »b» •nhlimo to » ili'Kroo 
Horiinil only to tho (lattoniiiK of tho F.irih ; mnl wmihl jirnhahly nimii' 
tlioni'ofiirth aa a iniloatoiio in tho |irnt(ir»ii of ttniiian Thinn;ht. ' ^\'hil'l 
Ihin'iivory, thrnf' Ho not Inn rnrinua, ronlrr; laho only of it whii' 
nIibII roiii'orn you ! 

It in woll known ihoro lotvo horn, to tho inotaphyoioal hrail, ilillii nltioi 
iilmotil inmljiorahlo mt In Itnw, in tho .Syntrm of Nntiiro, .Vfntion is 
llinv, ill tho iimiio of wmnlor, It ran ho ; ami ovon, Whothrr it in at all 
Dillli'iiltioH 111 till' motniihyniral hoail, atirkin){ it» nnno intn thr Kiitto; 
ihoro; iiiiL iliHirnll In iny ro.nlrr« mill mo, who ran at all tiiiirn wall 
aoriiHH tho rnnm, mul Iriiimphanlly koI in or tlirm. lint nlirk ymir nii n 
iiiln liny tfiittrr, oiility, nr nlijort, thin iif Miitinii nr aiintlirr, witl 
nliHliiiary, yim will oimily ilrnwn, if llial hr ymir ilotoriiiiiintinn ! 
Siifliro it fnr uh to klinw in thin nialtor, that MaiiportiilB, Intonnrl; 
walrhiliK Nnliiro, hiin liinrnvornl, That tho koy of lirr oni;<ma (nr a 

' Knrmry, i. 170179. 

’ III I-a Hraiimrllr, I’it il* (l‘aii», iSnfi), pp. itii;.|jn, l•.nlll«^l 

accminl Ilf this ‘ 1 liu nvrry,' atnl of thr c.iaihml I'ntiln .ilnii i.( li In iitaiil iirl, 
very jjrailiml ; first of all in thr nhl l'.nri linifs j in (hr Hrtliii Ant-hmy UiCrrly 
mill III fiiii;, In all thr wmlil, in ihiii /uuit -ft CtfU’.'.-.it I I'.itlni, .Siiiiiiiirr u 
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least the ultimate central door, which hides all her .Motional enigmas, 
the key to cannot even be imagined as discoverable!) is, that 

Nature is superlatively thri/ti; in this affair of Motion’; that she 
employs, for every Motion done or doable, ‘k Minimum of Action' ■, and 
that, if you well understand this, you will, at least, announce all her 
procedures m one proposition, and have found the door which leads to 
everything. Which will be a comfort to you ; still looking vainly for the 
key, if there is still no key conceivable. 

Peipctual President Maupertuis, having surprised Nature in this 
manner, read Papers upon it to an Academy listening with upturned 
eyes ; new Papers, perfected out of old, — for he has long been hatching 
these Phoenix-eggs ; and has sent them out complete, quite lately, in a 
little Book called Cosmologie, where alone I have had the questionable 
benefit of reading them. Grandly brief, as if coming from Delphi, the 
utterance is ; loftOy solemn, elaborately modest, abstruse to the now 
human mind ; but intelligible, had it only been worth understanding : — • 
a painful little Book, that Cosmologie, as the Perpetual President’s 
generally are. ‘ Minimum of Action, Loi d’Bpargne, Law of 'Thrift,’ he 
calls this sublime Discovery thinks it will be sovereign in Natural 
’Theology as well : ‘ For how could Nature be a Save-all, without 
Designer present ?’• — and speaks, of course, among other technical points, 
about ‘Vis Viva, or Velocity multiplied by the Square of the Time’: 
which two points, ‘Loi d’Epargne,’ and that ‘the Vis Viva is always a 
Minimum,’ the reader can take along with him ; I will permit him to 
shake the others into Limbo again, as forgettable by human nature at 
this epoch and henceforth. 

In La Beaumelle’s Vie de Maupertuis (printed at last, Paris 1856, after 
lying nearly a century in manuscript, an obtuse worthless leaden little 
Book), there is much loud droning and detailing, about this Cosmologie, 
this sublime ‘Discovery,’ and the other sublime Discoveries, Insights 
and Apocalyptic Utterances of Maupertuis ; though in so confused a 
fashion, it is seldom you can have the poor pleasure of learning exactly 
when, or except by your own severe scrutiny, exactly what. For reasons 
that will appear, certain of those Apocalyptic Utterances by Perpetual 
President Maupertuis have since got a new interest, and one has actually 
a kind of wish to read the ipsissima verba of them, at this date ! But in 
La Beaumelle (his modern Editor lying fast asleep throughout) there is 
no vestige of help. Nay,Maupertuis’s own Book,* luxurious cream-paper 
Quartos, or Octavos made four-square by margin, — which you buy for 
these and the coguate objects, — proves altogether worthless to you. 'The 
Maupertuis Quartos are not readable for their own sake (solemnly 
emphatic statement of what you already know ; concentrated struggle 


* CBuvres de Maupertuis, Lyon, 1756, 4 voll. 410, 


to get on wing, find failure by so narrow a miss ; struggle which gets 
only on tiptoe, and won’t cease irriggling and flapping) ; and then (to 
your horror) they prove to be carefully cleaned of all the Maupertuis- 
Voltaire matter ; — edition hAng subsequent to that world-famous explosion ! 
Caveat employ. — Our Excerpt proceeds : 

'Industrious Konig, like other mathematical people, lias been listening 
to these Oracles on the “ Law of Minimum,” by the Perpetual President; 
and grieves to find, after study. That said Law does not quite hold ; that 
in fact it is, like Descartes’s old key or general door, worth little or 
nothing; as Leibnitz long ago seems to have transiently recognised. 
Konig has put his strictures on paper ; but will not dream of publishing, 
till the Perpetual President have examined them and satisfied himself ; — 
and that is Konig’s business at present, as ho knocks on Maupertuis, 
while Sol is crossing the Line. Maupertuis has a House of the due stylo ; 
IVife a daughter of Minister Borck’s (high Borck’a, "old as the 
Diuvel”) ; no children ; — his back courts always a good deal dirty with 
pelicans, bustards, perhaps snakes and other zoological wretches, which 
sometimes intrude into the drawing-rooms, otherwise very fine. A 
man of some whims, some habits; arbitrary by nature, but really 
honest, though rather siiblimish in his interior, with red wig and yellow 
bottom. 

‘Konig, all filial gladness, is received gladly though, by degrees, 
with some surprise, on the paternal part, to find Konig ripened out 
of son, client and pupil, into independent posture of a grown man. 
Frankly certain enough about himself, and about the axioms of mathe- 
matics. Standing, evidently, on his own legs ; kindly as ever, but on 
these new terms, — in fact rather an out-spoken free-and-easy fellow 
(I should guess), not thinking that offence can be taken among friends. 
Formey confesses, this was uncomfortable to Maupertuis ; in fact, a 
shock which he could not recover from. They had various meetings, over 
dinner and otherwise, at the Perpetual President’s, for perhaps two 
iveeks at this time (dates all to be had in Formey’s Notebook, if anybody 
it’ould consult) ; in the ivhole course of which the shock to the Perpetual 
President increased, instead of diminishing. Republican freedom and 
equality is evidently Kdnig’s method ; Konig heeds not a whit tho 
oracular talent or majestic position of Maupertuis ; ai'gues with tho 
frankest logic, when he feels dissent ; — drives a majestic Perpetual 
President, especially in the presence of third parties, much out of 
patieuce. Thus, one evening, replying to some argument of the Per- 
petual Presidents, he begins: ‘‘My poor friend, Mon pauvre ami, don’t 
you perceive, then” — Upon which Maupertuis sprang from his chaii-, 
violently stamping, and pirouetted round the room, Poor friend, poor 
friend? are you so rich, then !” frank Konig merely grinning till the 
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paroxysm passed.* Kouig weuthome again^ re mfectii, about tbe eud of 
the month.’ 

Such a Kcinig — had better not have come ! As to his 
strictures on the Law of Thrift, the arguings on them, alone 
together, or with friends by, merely set Maupertuis pirouetting : 
and as to the Konig Manuscripts on them, ‘ to be published 
in the Leipzig Acta, after your remarks and permission,’ 
Maupertuis absolutely refused to look at said Manuscripts : 
‘ Publish them there, here, everywhere, in the Devil and his 
Grandmother’s name ; and then there is an end. Monsieur ! ’ 
Konig went his ways therefore, finding nothing else for it ; 
published his strictures, in the Leipzig Acta in March next, — 
and never saw Maupertuis again, for one result, out of several 
that followed ! I have no doubt he was out to Voltaire, more 
than once, in this fortnight ; and eat ‘ the King’s roast ’ 
pleasantly with that eminent old friend. Voltaire always 
thought him a hon gar^on (justly, by all the evidence I have) ; 
and finds his talk agreeable, and his Berlin news, — especially 
that of Maupertuis and his explosive pirouettings. Adieu, 
Herr Professor ; you know not, with your Leipzig Acta and 
Fragment of Leibnitz, what an explosion you are pi-eparing ! 


CHAPTER VII 

M. DE VOI.TAIUE HAS A PAINFUL JEW- LAWSUIT 

Voltaire’s Terrestrial Pai’adise at Berlin did not long 
continue perfect. Scarcely had that grand Carrousel vanished 
in the azure firmaments, when little clouds began rising in its 
stead ; and before long, black thunderstorms of a very strange 
and even dangerous character. 

It must have been a painful surprise to Friedrich to hear 
from his Voltaire, some few weeks after those munificences. 
That he, Voltaire, was in very considerable distress of mind, 
* Forroey, L 177. 


fnmi the liml, mtl to t-iii if fii<' friuiumi'. luut tiiiitoioiii, roii- 
iliu'l of M. D’Anoiiul, onu- I'l inii irh’-i "tlnwing luiru mul 
' riiiii},j 'lUii ' for Voiliiitr’** lu lioof , now n mij'uc lliumliiifj 
fii'iilmr, witliont •<ij”(iifti iKii I- to 1‘iifitrii h nr (itnluHlv! 'I'lial 

D’Arimiul Inui iloiu* ihii ntul liniio flutf, of iiii Aiili A'oUiiiiiiui 
tmwumiUH inUun* ; uiiti tlmt, in ••limt, lift- wni iiniuissitik' ii 
the iirighlumihoiHi of nu-li n D’Auuoul ! ' D'Aniiniti Im; 

iiinniittHl my Clerk (I‘iimv Hi-un iiitiij'riing in vnin for /,< 
Pmrlic, hivs j^ol of it, in tliii w.nv);' D'Amiuitl Im 

iK'en l^oiiijiing to lAvron mul flit* I’ari'i Nctt'ijutjH-ii ; D'Amiuu 
htw ' * lilts, in elVfil, Iksmi h flunnting \otinj' fool; of din 
snlult*, Miiricnt, slij'hllv prollioatc fmn ; orfusioiiitllv hi*l|iin| 
in tin* 'rheiitrirnls, nnd ininh •.tiulious to nmkc hinisflf not 
nlile, mill useful to llm l’rinrrl\ kind. A D'Arnmtd of ni'iirl 
no .signilirnnif, to l-‘rii-tlriih or to miNlnuly, A D’Arimn 
whose hits of fooleries mill si I nit in^s ahont, in the peuror 
or jiiekduw wivy, mif'ld sorely have lieeii lirlovv the not ire i 
ti 'I'risniej'Istns ! 

friedrieh, |tuinfntlv mnde M-nsihle wind a skinless e\|iloHi\ 
'rrismej.;istns he hus jnit on hand, mtsweis, 1 supiueie, i 
words little or nothin|r, in I.etlers, 1 ohserve, mi'iwei*s nhsi 
lulely nothin^;, to Voltaire repeating mid re lejieid io^j ; 
doeii simidy disniiss D’Arnmid (ti ' /sot iliiif’lr,' as Voltaire, t 
im|mrlial peojile, rails him), or aeeept 1 1’Arnmid’s tleinissioi 
mid ml the poor fool adrift. Who sidlie.oni into iolinil 
Hpare, to Paris latterly (‘ alive tliere in l.Stlo '); and elain 
henceforth perpelmd iddivion from ns and mankind. An 
now there will he pence in onr j^mden of the j'ihIs, ar 
perpetual a/nre will return i* 

Ahm, D'Arimnd is not well gone, when tln-re has hegi 
brewing in Ihreefohl .secrecy a mass of galvanic matter, wide 

■ ('link WHS (iivmiswii oeisinliii^jly (mir 'fiiieit, mi iinjrniuio irratiur), « 
Collitii niniMininl in liis mriul. 

* Vullsirc U) Kric'liiili {iliiivm lU xxii, J157), umUlcd, ' Nevciiil 
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in A'w wffks nitm', lillcd tlif Hrrtitt'nx with inirnfulnt)'* fnui 
gd.sc.s nnd llif l)liu-kiu">i nf tlmkni'.i; whirh, in hlturt, i-v 
ulinut Ni'w linn*, ni thr winhl lumtinH 

Ilinch I.nu'suit^ dlill n>mfinlii'ml, nulv iw h jiurlinit 

and by ()l)icr%a)it uhIuuKiti. Of wliicii it i» nuw oiir 

•sad duly tn sny .soniflhiiift ; tlnui^h ncivvluni*. in Ihn Anindi »if 
JuriH|)nidt’nff, in thern h nion* tU'’i|iif«hli* lliiiiff, nr a dtt-jHT 
involvwl in lien and dclirinm-t liy I’Um'tit ivpmlrri nf it, atunit 
whii’h llu' nanc niiiui ran lie rnllni nimn arridnilnlly to 

»[)i'ak a woitl. Ufatm, riddlnl, nhiivi-lird, wailual in many 
watcrH, I>y a patirnt tlmn^jli diijj:iii.lfd Ihriifif'.-nir in thii 
lirld, llirn' Hi". Hy nm a nipimiN lait wciu i-iniiic Nnrratiir 

of tliih iimllrr ; thf imnr vivid pniiiiini nf aliirh, if 

righllv diMongagial, and •.luiwri in NiajUftifr, may ".aliify thr 
riiriona. 

DnM'i'nt’l (who, I ran gtirtt, Inul lalknl with O'Atgi-l nn 
thu mihjrrl) IniN, altnu’ of tin* Fivnrli Uiiigiapliri'i, jnmm 
gliinnmr of knowirdgr ahont it ; Un'rrnrl admits that it was 
a thing of Ilh-gal Slorkjohliing ; that 

I", ''I'lwit M. ilo Viiltnirn Im.l aKri’w! «ilti a Jaw n«iiit.il Itinuti t<i 
KD to I)rt«lllrn ami, illl'Katly, jn/n tiinr n Kiiml Inl nf .s.Viiri '<% hriitr ' t.Sa».iii| 
l‘)srll('(|lU'r Hilla, w)iir)i art. |ia)fllilri in “ fvaJ ti lr 1'nniit.iii 

Imliling llit'in, tml ar« laiirli in iltsi'mint ntlmrwisi', ns rra.tnr* may 
retnciidior) ; 'and (ji'i’n tlirm'li a Urntt nn f’nrio, diip atinr nmnn wi-nlBa, 
for paymaiil nf tlm Baiim ; Ilirmdt IravinK liim a »tnrk nf jnnril* m jdr.ljfp 
till llin SImior-Nt'hpliii’ llii’iint'lvps nnnp in tnnnl. 

2*. ''nidt Ulmrli, littvinj{ tltiiiK'' "f 1"" "wn in vinw witli tlm mnin'y, 
HOnt no Sti^ucr l^i hrliiK frnni Urrsilm, iinttmiK tail vaj?ini lyniK l»ik 
iiiNtoad of Htnufr: m» that \'nlt«irn‘» suajiii innii imtitr«ny kindlmtf, !<» 
Hto|i|HMl iinymonl nf tlm Paris UrAft, And nrilrml tlirArh tn rtmiH hnnm 
at niit'l'. 

;!*. 'That IlirHi'li roiniiiK. a stittloiimnt hoa triad: "tiivi. iim iiatk rny 
Draft on I’ariN, you nlijtmtinnaliln Idnrklmad nf a llirarlt ; tlmin «to y.nit 
iliammnla, llmni ia Hoiimlhiiiff nvtni for yniir psimnai-o (bhihi' fair innml), 
1 think); ami lot nm imvor non your un|ilraBAnt faon ii^ain ! " In wlinh 
lllrarh, rxitniiiilitjf tlm diaoinmla, nnnH'orod ‘ (Ham Dniorimt, nnt rk), 
itimlially inoiirroi't liitlmrtn, tlinna'li iiloii(nn(< Ailing in Inlal ilarkiioss, and 
very partial on Vhillairn'a Imlialii, ' Ilirooli, ositnnninir tlm dininnn.la, 
illBWOroil, '■ llnlymi Iiavo rliAlifjod anino td tlmin I 1 I'Animt l .kr ttirae I” 


— aud drove Voltaire quite to despair, and into tlie La\v-(iouvia ; wliieli 
imprisoned Hirscli, and made him do justieo.’ * 

In which last clause, still more in the conclusion, that it 
was ‘to the triumph of Voltaire,’ Duvernet docs substantially 
mistake ! And indeed, except os the best I’arisiau rcllcx of 
this matter, his Account is worth nothing : — though it may 
serve as Introduction to the following irrefragable Documents 
and more explicit featurings. We learn from him, aud it is 
the one thing we learn of credible, That ‘Voltaire, when it 
came to Law-Procedures, begged Maupertuis to s[)eak for him 
to M. Jari’iges,’ a Prussian Frenchman, ‘one of the Judges; 
and that Maupertuis answered, “I cannot interfere in a bad 
business (me miller d'wic mnuvaisc affaire)." ’ The other 
French Biographies, definable as ‘ lg‘no7'-nviiu‘) speaking in 
a loud voice to Igiwr-atvif retjuire to ho altogether swept 
aside in this matter. Even ‘Clog.’ jumbling Voltaire’s un- 
dated Leltors into confusion thricc-confouiulcd, and droning- 
out vituperatively in the dark, becomes a miitm (juantity in 
these Friedrich affairs. In regard to the Hirsch Pi'ocess, our 
one irrefragable set of evidences is : The Pi'ussiau Ltm-Hrport 
by Klein, — especially the Documents produced in Court, and 
the Sentence given.** Other lights are to be gathered, with 
severe scrutiny and caution, from the circumambient conhmi- 
porary rumour, — especially from the Preface to a ‘ (’omedy ’ 
so-called of ‘ Tantale cn ProaV (Tantalus,’ Voltaire, ‘at 
Law’); — which Preface is evidently Hirsch’s own Story, pul. 
into language for him by some humane friend, and iiddre.ssed 
to a ‘ cleaixseeing Public.’® ‘And in lino,’ says my Mami- 

* Duvernet (!'. J. D. V.), i 7 o-i 73 'f 7 S- — vague utterly j (iatelesg (tries one 
date, and is mislalcen even in the Year); wrong in nearly every detail ; ‘ the 
Staiu or Sieuer was a Sank,' etc. etc. 

° Ernst Ferdinand Klein, /lii/iaUn dtr Gesetzgehiing uitil KtcMsgdeltcsamktU 
in den Prtusdschen Staaten (Berlin und Stettin, 1790), v. 215-2C0. 

• Tanlale en Prods (ascrilied to Friedrich himself, by some wonderful per- 
sons 1) is in Suppliment aux CEuvres Poslhumes do FridMc II. (Cologne, 17H9), 
i. $19 et sqq. Among the weakest of Comedies (might be by D'Anmiid, or 
some such hand); nothing in it worth reading except the Preface, 
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script, ‘ by sweeping-out the distinctly false, and well dis- 
criminating the indubitable from what is still in part 
dubitable, sufficient twilight ’ (abi'idgeable in a high degi-ee, 

I hope !) ‘ rises over the Affair, to render it visible in all its 
main features.’ 

The Voltaire- Hirsch Transaction: Part I. Origin of Lawsuit 
(10th November — £5th December 1750) 

‘ Saxon Steuer-Schein, some readers know, is, in the rough, equivalent 
to Exchequer Bill. Payable at the Saxon Treasury ; to Prussians, in 
gold ; to all other men, in paper only, — which (thanks to Briihl and his 
unheard-of expenditures and financierings) is now at a discount say of 
25, or even 30 per cent. By Article Eleventh of the Dresden Treaty of 
Peace, King Friedrich, if our readers have not forgotten, got stipulated. 
That all Prussian holders of these Scheme should be paid in gold ; 
interest at the due days ; and at the due days principal itself : — in gold 
they, whatever became of others. No farther specifications, as to proof, 
method, limits or conditions of any kind, occur in regard to this 
Eleventh Article ; which is a just one, beyond doubt, but most care- 
lessly drawn-up. Apparently it trusts altogether to the personal honesty 
of nil Prussian subjects : “ Prove yourself a Prussian subject, and we 
pay your Steuer-Schein in real money.” But now if a Saxon or other 
Non-Prussian, who can get no payment save in paper, were to have his 
Note smuggled or trafficked over into Prussia, and presented as a 
Prussian one.'* In our time, such traffic would start on the morrow 
morning ; and in a week or two, all Notes whatsoever would be pre- 
sented as Prussian, payable in gold 1 Not so in those days ; — though a 
small contraband of that kind does by degrees threaten to establish 
itself, and Friedrich had to publish severe rescripts (one before this 
Hirsch-Voltaire business,* one still severer after), and menace it down 
again. The malpractice seems to have proved menaceable in that 
manner ; nor was any new arrangement made upon it, — no change, till 
the Steuer-Scheine, by their gradual terms, were all paid either in real 
money or imaginary, and thus, in the course of years, the thing burnt to 
the socket, and went out.’ 

Voltaire’s rash Adventure, dangerous Navigation and gradual WTeck, 
in this Forbiciden Sea of Steuer-Scheine,— will become conceivable to 
readers, on study diligent enough of the following Documents and 
select Details ; 


1 loth August 174S (Seyfarth, . 5 *). 


“ Je prie iiistumment moimeur herseh de vcnir demain mardi rna«n A 
potsdum pour (tffaire presmnte, et d'aporler (nic) at'eo luy let diamimiii 
doive.nt servir pour la repri'sentation de la tragedie gui te jouera ti dug 
heures de soir ohem S, Ji, li. Momeigneiir le Prince henri. 

“ Ge lundg d midy. Voi.taihu." 

\Vhlc)i being interpreted, rightly Hpolt, and dated (as by olinnco wo can 
do) with distinctness, will run as follows in Knglisli ; 

“Potsdam, Monday, 9th Noveiidw 1760. 

" I earnestly request Mr. Htrsch to come tomorrow Tuesday mortiing 
to Potsdam, on business that is urgent ; and to bring with him the 
Diamonds needed for the Tnigody which is to be represented, at five in 
the evening, in His Royal liiglmeNs Prince Henry’s Apartment." ' 

‘ On Tuesday the 10th,' say the Old Newspapers, 'was Home. .sViitta'a' ; 
—with Voltaire, perceptible there an ‘Oiciron,’^ in due splendour of 
diamonds ; Hirsch having no doubt been puuotual. jV glorious cnougli 
Cicero; — undsucli a piece of ‘urgent business’ done witli your Iliracii, 
just before emerging on tlio stage ! 

‘Hirsch, in tliat Narrative, describes himself as a young innocent 
creature. Not very old, wo will believe: but ns to Innoconoe I— For 
certain, he is named Abraluim Hirsch, or Hirschel : a Jlorlin Jew of the 
Period ; whom one inclines to figure as a florid oily man, of Hcmillo 
features, in the prime of life; who deals much in jewels, moneys, lonna, 
exchanges, all kinds of Jew barter; whother absolutely in old cloth^^», 
we do not know,— certainly not unless there is a penny to bo turuod. 
The man is of oily Semitic type, not old in years, — thoro is n fratonml 
Hirsch, and also a paternal, wlio is head of the firm ; — and this young 
one seems to bo olready old in Jew art. Speaks French iind otlier 
dialects, in a Hebrew, partially intelligible manner; supjiHos Voltaire 
with diamonds for his stage-drosses, ns wo perceive. To all ajiponr/uice, 
nearly destitute of human intellout, but witli abundance of vulpiiu' 
instead. Very cunning ; stupid, aeomingly, as a mule othorwiso ; — and, 
on the whole, resembling in various points of character a mule put into 
breeches, and made acquainted with the uses of money. He is corno 
“on pressing business,” — perhaps not of stage-diamonds alone? Horn 
now is Document Second ; nearly of the same date ; may be of the very 
same; more likely is a few days later, and betokons mysterious 
dialogue and consultation held on Tuesday 10th. It is In two liniids ; 
written on some scrap or fom bit of paper, to judge by the length of 
the lines. 


' Klein, v. a6o. 


” Rodenbeck, i, 309. 
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loth Nov.-35th Dec. 1750) 

Document Second 

In Voltaire’s hand, this part; 

“Savoir 

a’U eit encore iemi de 
declarer les billets qu’on 
a sur la steure. 
si on en specific le ntmero 
dans la declaration." ' 

la Hii-sch’s hand, this part ; 

“ Con pent declarer dies biUeta 
eur la stewe, qu’on a en depost 
enpaps etranqer, et dont on 
nepourra savoir le numero que 
dans quime jours ou trois 
Semavnes." ^ 

‘ Which of these Two was the Serpent, which the Eve, in this Steuer- 
Schein Tree of Knowledge, that grew in the middle of Paradise, remains 
entirely uncertain. Hirsch, of course, says it was Voltaire ; Voltaire 
(not aware that Document Second remained in existence) had denied that 
his Hirsch business was in any way concerned with Steuer ; — and must 
have been a good deal struck, when Document Second came to light; 
though what could he do but still deny ! Hirsch .asserts himself to have 
objected the “illegality, the King's anger” ; but that Voltaire answered 
in hints about his favour with the King ; “about his power to make one 
a Court-Jeweller,” if he liked ; and so at last tempted the baby innocence 
of Hirsch ; — for the rest, admits that the Steuer-Notes were expected to 
yield a Profit of 36 per cent ; — and, in fact, a dramatic reader can imagine 
to himself dialogue enough, at different times, going on, partly by words, 
partly by hint, innuendo and dumb-show, between this Pair of Stage- 
Beauties. But for near a fortnight after Document First, there is nothing 
dated, or that can be clearly believed, — till, 

‘ Monday 23d November 1760. It is credibly certain the Jew Hirsch 
came again, this day, to the Royal Schloss of Potsdam, to Voltaire’s 
apartment there’ (right over head of King Friedrich’s, it is !) — ‘where, 
after such dialogue as can be guessed at, there was handed to Hirsch by 
Voltaire, in the form of Two negotiable Bills, a sum of about 2,260/. ; 
with which the Jew is to make at once for Dresden, and buy Steuer- 
Scheine.® Steuer-Scheine without fail : “ but in talking or corresponding 


“If it is still time to declare ” (to an- 
nounce in Saxony end demand payment 
for) “Notes one holds on the Steuer? If 
one is to specify the No. in the Decla- 
ration?” 


“ One can declare Notes on the Steuer, 
which one holds in deposit in Foreign 
Countries ; and of which one cannot 
stato the No. till after a fortnight or 
three weeks.” 
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so obliging a Jeweller, to buy “ Furs ” or “ Diamonds ” with ? At a gain 
of 35 per 100 Pieces, there will be above 800/. to me, after all expenses 
cleared : a very pretty stroke of business doable in few days ! ’ — 

'Monday 23d November The beautiful Wilhelmina, one remarks, 
is just making her packages ; right sad to end such a Visit as this had 
been ! 'Pliursday night, from her first sleeping-place, there is a touching 
Farewell to her Brother ; — tender, melodiously sorrowful, as the Song of 
the Swan.' To Voltaire she was always good ; always liked Voltaire. 
Voltaire would be saying his Adieus, in state, among the others, to that 
high Being,— just in the hours while such a scandalous Hirsch-Concoction 
went on underground ! 

'As to the Two Bills and Voltaire’s security for them, readers are to 
note as follows. Bill First Is a Draft on Voltaire’s Paris Banker for 


40,000 livres (about 1,000/.), not payable for some weeks : "This I lend 
you. Monsieur Hirsch; mind, lend you, — to buy Furs ! ” "Yes, truly, 
what we call Furs ; — and before the Bill falls payable, there will be 


effects for it in Monseigneur de Voltaire’s hand ; which is security 
enough for Monseigueur.” The Second Bill, again ’ — Truth is, there were 
in succession two Second Bills, an Jn/endcd-Second (of this same Monday 
23d), which did not quite suit, and an Aetunl-Secoud (two days later), 
which did. Jn/ended-Second Bill was one for 4,000 thalers (about COO/.), 
drawn by Voltaire on the Sieur Ephraim, — a very famous Jew of Berlin 
now and honcefoi'th, with whom as moneychanger, if not yet otherwise 
(which perhaps Ephraim thinks unlucky), Voltaire, it would seem, is in 
frequent communication. This Bill, Ephraim would not accept; told 
Hirsch he owed M. de Voltaire nothing; 'turned me rudely away,’ says 
Hirsch (two of a trade, and no friends, he and I !) — so that there is 
nothing to be said of this Ephraim Bill ; and, except as it elucidates 
some dark portions of the whirlpools, need not have been noticed at all. 
'Hirsch,’ continues my authority, 'got only ’I'wo available Bills; the 
first on Paris for 1,600/., payable in some weeks ; and, after a day or two, 
this other : The Actual Bill Second ; which is a Draft for 4,480 thalers 
(about GoO/.), by old Father Hirsch, head of the Firm, on Voltaire him- 
self:—" Furs too with that, Monsieur Hirsch, at the rate of SB per piece, 
you understand ” "Yea, truly, Monseigueur!” — Draft accepted by 
Voltaire, and the cash for it now handed to Hirsch Son : the only 
absolutely ready money he has yet got towards the affair. 

'For these Two Bills, especially for this Second, I perceive, Voltaire 
holds borrowed jewels (borrowed in theatrical times, or partly bought, 
from the Hirsch Firm, and not paid for), which make him sure till ho 
see the Sleuer Papers themselves.—" And now off, my good Sieur Hirsch ; 


' Wilhelmina to Friedrich, ‘Brietzen, 26 th November, yo«r/»»ej /« /our moi' 
(CEuvres de Frldlric, xxvii. i. 197 ), 



mill kiKiw lliiit it you iiloiisu we, Ukuo arc — thiiifra in iny power whicli 
would Huit a man in tlio Jewelli'r and nolirow lino!” IlirHidi juiHliea 
liomo to lii'i'lin ; iiriiiu'd and loiidi'd in tliia iminnor; Voltaire naturally 
nnxiouH eniuiffli that Itio Nliot may hit. Alaa, the Kliot will not oven go- 
off, for Homo time ; an iil omen 1 

‘ ijiiiiiliit/ ' 2 i)lh A’limiitii'i'j llii'Hidi, wo hear, in Ktill in liorliu. Fancy 
the humour of Voltaire, after Hurli a week aa laat ! 'J'lifstlny Deoomlior 
Iht, IlirHch Hiill Ih not oil'; '‘tio, you koh of Amalok I” urges Voltaire; 
and HonilH his Servant I’ieard, a very Hhin'p follow, for poi'liapa the tliird 
lime, win) Ims orderH now, as llirseh discovers, to stay with him, not 
iiuit siglit of him till he do go.' llirseh 's hour of doparturo for Dresden 
is not mentioned in the Act.i ; hut I guess ho e.ould liardly got over 
D'ednesday, with I’icard dogging him on Iheso terms ; and must have 
taken tlie diligence on M'ednesdiiy night: to arrive in Dresden about 
Deceinher -Ith. '* ^Vell ; at IciihI;, our shot is off ; has not hurst-out, and 
lodged in our person here,- liuinked ho all Iho gods ! ’ 

' Off', sure enough : and what should wo say if the whole matter wore 
already oiw.ing out; if, on lliis siituo .Sunday evening Novemhor 20 th, 
not i|uite a week's time yet, the matter (as wo learn long afterwards) had 
hemi privately whispered to his Miijchty: ‘That Voltaire has sont-oil' a 
,Iow to buy tileuer-Scheine, and has promised to got him made (kmrt- 
ileweller !' * .So ; wilhin a week, and hoforo llirseh is oven gone I For 
men are very iioroits ; widglity secrets oozing out of them, like i|uick- 
silver through clay jars. I could guess, llirscli, hy way of galling 
Insolent Fiihraim, had Idahlied Homothing: and in the course of five 
days, it has got to the very King, this Kammerhorr Voltaire being suoh 
n favourite and famous man as never was ; the very bull’s-eye of all kinds 
of lierlin gossiit in Uiese days. "Ilm, Hlouor-.Scheino, and the Jew 
llirseh to he Coiirt'.leweller, you say?” thinks tlie King, that .Sunday 
night; hut locks the rumour in his Royal mind, he, for his part; or 
ilismisses it as incredilde; ‘‘Tliero ought to ho imjiervious vessels too, 
among the porous!'' Vollairo notices nothing particular, or nothing 
tliat lie H))eaks of as particular. This must have been a horrid woolc to 
him, till llirscli got away.' llirseh Is away (Decomlior 2 d); in Dresden, 
safe enoiigli ; Init - 

‘lint tlie fortniglit that follows is conceivahlo as still worse. llirseh 
writing darkly, nothing to the jiurpo.so ; Voltaire driving often into 
lierlin, hearing from Kphraim hints about, "No connexion with tbat 
nonse;" " If Moiiseigneur liave intrusted Ilirscb willi money,— -may 
there be a good uccminl of it I ” and tlie like, liliick (.'are devouring 

' Nart.uivc ; see Vollidrc'a I.cUcv to D’Argct {(Ktivres, Ixiv. Ii). 

> Voliairr, <Kiiviesx Ixxiv. 31.; (‘ i.etter to Fricdricli, Fcluimry 1751,’— a/l'zi 
Cutie.tioplic). 


Monsoignour ; but nothiuK dofinitp ; oxri'pl llii' tin t lim nvidont, Thiil 
Hivsdi does not send or bring Ibo Nini«nt>Nt Htmdow of .stoiipr .Srlioino,- ■ 
"rultrics/’ or '* DiniuoiidH," w« mean, or any vuluo wlmtovor for tlmt 
Paris Hill of ourSj payablo Hhorlly, and wliieh lu* 1ms already got enalieil 
in Urosdon. Nothing but oxcusoh, provarientionN ; Blujiid, ineohorenlly 
dciioptivo jargon, as of a niiilo intent mi playing fox vritli you. V'ivid 
Corrospondoiuio Ih eoncoivftblo ; but nothing of it definite to uh, except 
this saiuple ’ (lebicb wo give triinslnled) ; 

Dooume.rit Third (torn fraction in \'(itt«ire‘« Imnd : 'In Uirscb, doulil- 
loss ; early in Ducombor). * ♦ "Sot proper (il w/ti/hill jhis) to 
negotiate Hills of Exolmnge, and never iirodiiee » niiigle diamond " bit 
of peltry, or ware of any kind, you son of Aiimlek ! " Not proper to wiy : 
I have got money for your bills of exchange, and 1 bring you nothing 
back ; and I will repay your money when you nlmll nu hmger be here" 
(in Germany at all). "Not proper to iiroiuise at lotiin, and tlieii »ay 
30. To say 30, and then next morning 2d. You »liould ai least have 
produced goods (il /allait rn doiiiirr) nt the price current; very easy to 
do wlion one was on the apot. All your proredures have been faults 
liitlierto." ' 

‘These are dreadful Hyiiiploms. Hteiun-.Nolet, promised at 3,1 discount, 
are not to bo Imd except at 3(1. Say ilii Iben. anil get done eitb it, mule 
of a scoundrel ! Next day llie 30 Hiiika to 2d; and not a .Steuer Note, 
on any toniiH, eomoH to linnd. And lb** mule of a srmindrel )ms drawn 
money, in Dresden yonder, for my Hill on Paris, excellent to him for 
trade of bis own ! dVliat is to be done x* ilb sm b an A»« of Halaum ? lie 
lias got tho bit in llis teeth, it would hoem. Heavens, lie too is capable 
of stopping short, caroloss of spur and I’litlgid ; and miracitlocisly speaking 
to nnm Prophet' (strange new ‘Uevealt'c of tlio laird's Will,' in modern 
dialect), ‘In tills onllglilened Mighleenth Ceiilury itself) (hie tiling tin* 
now Proiiliot can do : protest Iiis Paris Hill. 

^ Dcwmlitir V2(h' (our next liit of rerteinty), ' \'oltaire writes, baste, 
baste, to Paris, "Don't pay" ; and intimates to llirsib, " Voii will have 
to return your Dresden Hanker his mcintvy for that Paris Hill, ,\i i'aris 
I have protested It, mark me; and there' it never will be paid to him or 
you. And you must come home again instantly, pdi undiiue, lies not 
untold, you — I" Hlrscli, with immi'y in hand, appears not to have 
wanted for a briskisli trade of his ewn in ilie Dresden marls. Hut this 
of cutting-off llis siijiplies lirings him instantly back:' and at Herlin, 
Dccemlic.r Wlh, now facts emerge again <if a delinite imltire. 

‘Wednemluy Kh/i Decnnhrr Ufid. '• Today the King with Court and 
Voltaire come to Herlin for the CarnivaJ today also Voltaire, not in 

' Klein, V, 259. 
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Ifirnivnl tuimour, lins nppoiiitod his ,Iow tti iiicot liini. In tlio Uoynl 

'ftliico itNi'lf, wo 1mi|io, woll ronnilo from Krio.dricli’s Apartnicnl .'—this 

ordid ooiiforonoo, noodiiiK oiio’s ohoioost diplomnoy withal, mid such 
.viluiHilo himdliiiK: of hit mul sjuir, goOK on. And prohahly at groat 
migUi. Of which, as llio Jinnln, niid mui clear fcaturo significant to tho 
»noy, horo is,- for record of what they call “ domjiMe Settlomnt" which 
t was far from liirniiig out to he ; 

‘ PmimriU Fourth (in lUrKch's liaml, First Piece of it). 

"i’diir i/rticn>k irromettant "Aoooinit all soUlcrt; I proiniHiiig to 

e rnulrc li ilfc. tlr I'o/OitVr tons hitUU, return M. do Vollniro all liOtlorB, Orders 
rdrn et leitm tie rhititj/r <l mny tUmnet and Hills of Kxoliaiigo given mo up to 
iMiiju'iV et jour, 1« Pftinahrr 1760." lids day, 16th llooomhor 1760.” 

llirscli Higtis, Hut you have forgotten Homothing, MmiHiour Hirsch 1 
Vliercuiioii) 

'ft promtlt (U dnniier li Mr. d« Vol- "And proinlso to give M. do Voltaire, 
lire thus U jour tit dniuiin on tiiirls in the ooursn of tomorrow, or Uio day 
tiiuiiu oil /i/sjfiird tlttix otul i/uiirtrc- after tomorrow at latest, !f80 frc'iUrioi 
iityl Jr/iiifrii’a tl'or ittt litii (le tleiix ttitl tl'or, Instead of 280 Ionia tV or” (gold 
uatrt riniil Itiiiia tl'or, i/tte j/t fiii at ftitUrita the proforahlo coin, say ox- 
It tuiit /itinr iiniltniittt t/ciicraki od |ierts) "wliloh I have now paid him; 
II Utrei/ihre I7fi0, d hfrh'ii." wlioreliy AH will ho soltlud." 

llirscli again Higns ; hut lias again forgotten somotliing, most lm)iortitnt 
liing. Ami) 

'Jd till rtiitrllnii aurlotii ltd •10,0110 "I will esjiuolully roLiivn him tho Hill 
iTfs tit Itillfis lid I'hiiiii/t silt /iiiris i/ii'iV on Paris tor '10,000 llvres (l,C00f.), whioh 
mcoit (ioaiif ; ft.lffj," Uu had given and trusted to me,”— hut 

has hIiioc proleslnd, ns Is loo evident. 

iiid llirscli signs for the liml time).' Hym)>toniaUo, surely, ofaliaggly 
atlleioent, these three shotH instead of one Voltaire’s return is : 

Pour iiitithiise yeiwrtUe de lout tomiilr. " Aooouut all settled hotwooii us, pay- 
itiU tiUre fioiia, timl j«iyef «» si'rur iiumt til tlio Hleiir Ahiaham Hlrsoh In 
hriihiwt hersi'h d htrliii; 1(1 Jleiititihre fuUi Herllii, 10th Dcoemher 17C0.’’ 
ffio. -moird" 

vhie.h Hecuud Piece, wo poreoivu, is to Ho lu Ilirseh's hand, to Icoop, if 
0 find it vahinlile), 

'Tliis I'niu/ilt.ln Htttkmi'.nl ," — llttlo less tlmn mirnculous to Volta iro 
nd us,' -ime finds, after sifting, to have boon tlio fruit of Voltaire's 
xi|uisite skill ill treating and tuning his llirscli (no hnrsliuess of rebuke, 
ather some gleam of liopo, of future hiirgaiiiH, help at (,'oiirt); "Your 
xpenses; comjienHalion for prolesUng of that Bill on Paris? Tush, 
iinnol wo make all that good I In tlio first place, 1 will Imy of you tlicso 

' Klein, pp. 258, 260. 


V uuc uiov/vruio v*-' Aiurc ucv&a viiw uj. bixc u.UlUil ijj 

“ all or the best part of them, which I have here iu pawn for Papa’s Bill : 
(ISO/, was it not ? VPell, suppose I on the instant take 450/. worth, or so, 
of these Jewels (1 want a gi-eat many jewels) ; and you to pay me down a 
200 or so of gold louts as balance, — gold louis, no, we will say fredorica 
ratber. 'There now, that is settled. Nothing more between us but 
settles itself, if we continue friends \ ” Upon which Hirsch walked 
home, thankful for the good job in Jewels ; wondering only what the 
Allowance for Expenses and Compensation will be. And Voltaire steps- 
out, new-burnished, into the Royal Carnival splendours, with a load 
rolled from his mind. 

‘ This Complete Settlement, meanwhile, rests evidently on two legs, both 
of which are hollow. “ What will the handsome Compensation be, I 
wonder ? ” thinks Hirsch ; — and is horrorstruck to find shortly, that 
Voltaire considers 60 thalers (about 9/.) will be the fair sum ! “ More 
than ten times that !” is Hirsch’s privately fixed idea. On the other 
hand, Voltaire has been asking himself, “ My 460/. worth of Jewels, 
were they justly valued, though?” Jew Ephraim (exaggerative and an 
enemy to this Hirsch House) answers, “ Justly ? I would give from SOO/. 
to 250/. for them ! ” — So that the legs both crumbling to powder. Com- 
plete Settlement crashes-down into chaos : and there ensues ’ — But we 
must endeavour to be briefer 1 

There ensues, for about a week following, such an inextricable 
scramble between the Sieur Hirsch and M. de Voltaire as,— as no 
reader, not himself in the Jew-Bill line, or paid for understanding it, 
could consent to have explained to him. Voltaire, by way of mending 
the bad-jewel bargain, will buy of Hirsch 200/. worth more jewels ; gets 
the new 200/. worth in hand, cannot quite settle what articles will suit : 
‘This, think you? That, think you?’ And intricately shuffles them 
about, to Hirsch and back. Hirsch, singular to notice, holds fast by 
that Protested Paris Bill ; on frivolous prete.xts, always forgets to bring 
that : ‘ M.ay have its uses, that, in a Court of Justice yet !’ Meetings 
there are, almost daily, in the Voltaire Palace-Apartment : December 19//t 
and December 2ith, there are Two Documents (which we must spare the 
reader, though he will hear of them again, as highly notable, especially 
of one of them, as notable in the extreme !) — indicating the abstrusest 
jewel-bargainings, scramblings, re-bargainings. 

‘ My Jewels are truly valued 1’ asseverates Hirsch always : ‘ Ephraim 
is my enemy; ask flerr Reklam, chief Jeweller in Berlin, an im))artial 
man ! The meetings are occasionally of stormy character ; Voltaire’s 
patience nearly out : ‘ But didn t 1 return you that Topaz Ring, value 
76/.? And you have not deducted it; you—!’ ‘ One day, Picard and he 
pulled a Ring” (doubtless this Topaz) ‘off my finger,’ sass the pathetic 


25th Dec. 1750] 

Hirsch, ’ and violently shoved me out of the room^ slamming their door,’ 
— and sent me home, along the corridors, in a very scurvy humour ! 
Thus, under a skin of second settlement, there are two galvanic elements, 
getting ever more galvanic, w'hich no skin of settlement can prevent 
exploding before long. 

Explosion there accordingly was ; most sad and dismal ; which rang 
through all the Court circles of Berlin ; and, like a sound of hooting 
and of weeping mixed, is audible over seas to this day. But let not the 
reader insist on tracing the course of it henceforth. Klein, though 
faithful and exact, is not a Pitaval; and we find in him errors of the 
press. The acutest Actuary might spend weeks over these distracted 
Money-accounts, and inconsistent Lists of Jewels bought and not bought j 
and would be unreadable if successful. Let us say. The business catches 
fire at this point ; the Voltaire-Hirsch theatre is as if blown-up into mere 
whirlwinds of igneous ruin and smoky darkness. Henceforth all plunges 
into Lawsuit, into chaos of conflicting lies, — undecipherable, not worth 
deciphering. Let us give what few glimpses of the thing are clearly dis- 
cernible at their successive dates, and leave the rest to picture itself in 
the reader’s fancy. 

It appears, that Meeting of December 2ith, above alluded to, was 
followed by another on Christmas-day, which proved the final one. 
Final total explosion took place at this new meeting which, we find 
farther, was at Chasot’s Lodging (the Chapeau of Hanbury), who is now 
in Town, like all the world, for Carnival. Hirsch does not directly 
venture on naming Chasot : but by implication, by glimmers of evidence 
elsewhere, one sufficiently discovers that it is he : Lieutenant-Colonel, 
King’s Friend, a man glorious, especially ever since Hohenfriedberg, and 
that haul of the 'sixty-seven standards’ all at once. In the way of 
Arbitration, Voltaire thinks Chasot might do something. In regard to 
those 4501. worth of bought Jewels, there is not such a judge in the 
world! Hirsch says: 'Next morning’ (December 26th, morrow after 
that jumbly Account, with probable slamming of the door, and still 
worse 1), ' Voltaire went to a LieutenanVColonel in the King’s service , 
and asked him to send for me.’» 'This is Chasot; who knows these 
jewels well. Duvernet,— who had talked a good deal with D’Arget, in 
latter years, and alone of Frenchmen sometimes yields a true particle of 
feature in things Prussian, — Duvernet tells us, these Jewels were once 
Chasot’s own : given him by a fond Duchess of Mecklenburg, musical 
old Duchess, verging towards sixty ; honi soii, my friend ! tVhat Hirsch 
gave Chasot for these Jewels is not a doubtful quantity ; and may throw 
conviction into Hirsch, hopes Voltaire. 

December 2bth, 1760. The interview at Chasot’s was not lengthy, but 

J Duvernet (Second), p. 172 ; Hirsch’s Narrative (in Tantale, p. 344)- 
\OT» V. 



(Imt piiiiit. llirni'lt'a I'lninix, iif »i* Kt.iittnUy 11(11114111 it iiinli>. 

riiiml 111' liiiii, rill' vi-ry liijiti iinli'fit. 'Am! ivi tu tliti vuluti iif tlnihi' 
Ji'ui'Ih, mill «lmt I nlliiwi’il ynu fur tliiim, .Xfinmifiir ( 'tiiKiiil ; Hint i« iiii 
mil' tfiuli' (itulitn. vitu kiiiiw ' Xhv, till' iiitilr' iiitiinnti' 1, ns m lant 
'I’lmt |it>rli!ti"i tlii'v urn mil llif »iimi> Jpwrli ; llial tit'rliajia M. tla 
llim rlimiKi'il miiim iif tlii'iii ! Wlicrfinmn tlif iimllrr rali lim lire. Irrr- 
trit'4'tilily t'x jili'ili’i. M. ill' V iillalri'"*' iiiliriirri lllM uniti' iltiiii' ; mill, I'lrf- 
cyi'il fury imw Hiiiiliiiir. tm »lirtMK“ iil'nn tin' Ihriml nf' IliMt li likn a rat- 
((‘■liuimUaiu ; I'luti'tn'a ItiriH'ii kv llic »inil|iijii' ; tuml-lrs him ttlmul itio 
rnnm : ' hifnimnni l■ttllaillt’. tin ymt kiin« wtinm ymi Ini'i’ K<'t t" ‘I" with? 
'I’lml it III ill my jumpr in »lii'k ymi ilitn a hula iitiilai-ftrimiii! fur tlia rail 
Ilf yiiiir Ufa? Mrfrtli, t wilt ruin ami lUuiihiUta ymi ‘‘ Biut ' tinniail mn 
nhiml till' rnnm vrilh hi« fut nil my tin mil, " »i»i» Itimih ; ' nllariiiff In 
h»vn pity imvarl!mlai», if I mmlil tnka hark Ilia Jawalo, mill talnrit nil 
w rUiiip;ii.* t Kyi'ii (jlmirinx lika n trtltla»ii»ka'!i, na wa pai i alva ; mill mii h 
n phi'iiiimaiinii «« Hirm'h liiiil iml axpri tail, thin t hriotiimii ! In sliiirt, 
lilt' iitiiUi'i' htni hart' I'liirly axplinlnl. lunl i« hlmtiit}; nlnll, mi n mmia nf 
lnlrii'tili' liilifsiliniiii ruin, linl In ha ilraiphatail hrln aliiilh. ^ill|■h .1 araiin 
fur Ctiininl nli ihn ( 'lirialninn liny iil Uarhii ! Ami »a haia (,'mI In 

Vtui II. ’I'hf I.im.tiiit if.rr//‘(.’itltli Dfifiiilmr ITriO IHlli 
mill l‘’fliiiini V ITnl) 

llirnali Hltiiik hiirriailly hnma. iiiii'aitniii whalhar ilaml nr hIiv», Olil 
Hirm'h, lirmi(i« nf mirh axplnmnii, mmiiilaii'il hin hnnna nml fnmity 
mini'll ; nml, haiii); nhl mnt Irahia, tnnk tn Imii tipnii it, thmitaliinir tn 
liratik liii hi'nrt, \'iiltiiira writas tn Nlara DaiiU, mi llm mnrrnw ; nnl 
liiiiliiijr nl tha Hlrurh mnllar, fnr frnm thnt ; hut in iini'niiiiiiniity itranry 
liiimiiiir: ' My ii(ilaiiiiinir hara, my ithiry, mnar «»» tha Ilka nf it ; mttit, 
mrti/i,' hut, mill I'var iiifniii hut, «t am h iiaw itam, in fm t, tha tiiiminir nf 
n Klni'iniiH I’liiallix I'niii'iii'k miihlaiily ilimrhail mnt ilramliail in ilirly 
witlar, mill fai'linif frmil iil hmitl !‘ ’ Hitminir iiilalliK'ihli’ aiinnirh. whan 
iliiti'H lira I’limptiri'il. 

llaUar tliiin Hint, Vnllnira in nppli iin.', nii nil pniiitn nf tha aniiipnss, to 
I,<'(fiil mill Inlliii'iilinl I’l'rsini", far lialji ni m t 'inirt nf I,4iw. Tn ( hmn'allnr 
Cni'i'aji ; tn .liirriKi'" (amiiiaiit I’riinumi Frmiflimmi). I'rmiilaiit nt t'mirt ; 
to iMiniparliiiN, 11 ho Iuiown JnrriKai, hut ' will tml iiuililla in « hmt lni«U 
niM* ; nt limt, avail In itiili rararaml Fnniiay, wlnnii lia tim! nnl i nllail' 

* Nnrrnliva (in 7 'i<«/ii/r|. 

’ ‘To Mmltmir Daiii'.' (Uxiv. 370, * llriliti I'alarr, jnili I’t. rml<t r/50i'— 
mill a.p), ,157, atf. nf iilhar ilmrx). 
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on hitherto. Cocceji seems to have answered^ to the effect, ‘ Most 
certainly : the Courts are wide open ’ ; — hut as to ‘ help ’ ! December 
30th, the Suit, Voltaire vei'sus Hirsch, ' comes to Protocol,’ — that is, 
Cocceji, Jarriges, Loper, three eminent men, have been named to try it ; 
and Herr Hofrath Bell, Advocate for Voltaire Plaintiff, hands-in his First 
Statement that day. Berlin resounds, we may fancy how ! Rumour, 
laughter and wonder are in all polite quarters; and continue, more or 
less vivid, for above two months coming. Here is one direct glimpse of 
Plaintiff, in this interim ; which, we will give, though the eyes are none 
of the best : ‘The first visit I,’ Formey, ‘had from Voltaire was in the 
afternoon of January 8th, 1761 ’ (Suit begun ten days ago). ‘ I had, at 
the time, a large party of friends. Voltaire walked across the Apart- 
ment, without looking at anybody ; and, taking me by the hand, made 
me lead him to a cabinet adjoining. His Lawsuit with a Jew was the 
matter on hand. He talked to me at large about his Lawsuit, and with 
the greatest vehemence ; he wound-up by asking me to speak to Law- 
President M. de Jarriges (since Chancellor); I answered what was suit- 
able ; ’ — probably did speak to Jarriges, but might as well have held my 
tongue. ‘ Voltaire then took his leave : stepping athwart the former 
Apartment with some precipitation, he noticed my eldest little girl, then 
in her fourth year, who was gazing at the diamonds on his Cross of the 
Order of Merit. “ Bagatelles, bagatelles, mon enfant ! " said he, and 
disappeared.’ i 

On Newyear’s-day, Friday Ist January 1761, Voltaire had legally 
applied to Herr Minister von Bismark, for M^arrant to arrest Hirsch, as 
a person that will not give-up Papers not belonging to him. Warrant 
was granted, and Hirsch lodged in Limbo. Which worsens the state of 
poor old Father Hirsch ; threatening now really to die, of heart-break 
and other causes. Hirsch Son, from the interior of Limbo, appeals to 
Bismark, ‘Lord Chancellor Cocceji is seized of my Plea, your gracious 
Lordship ! ’ — ‘All the same,’ answers Bismark ; ‘produce caution, or you 
can’t get out.’ Hirsch produces caution ; and gets out, after a day or 
two; — and has been ‘brought to Protocol January 4th.’ No delay in 
this Court : both parties, through their Advocates, arc now brought to 
book; the points they agi’ee-in will be sifted-out, and laid on this side 
as truth ; what they differ-in, left lying, on that side, as a mixture of lies 
to be operated on by farther processes and protocols. 

We will not detail the Lawsuit ; — what I chiefly admire in it is its 
brevity. Cocceji has not reformed in vain. Good Advocates, none other 
allowed ; and no Advocate talks ; “he merely endeavours to think, see 
and discover ; holds his tongue if he can discover nothing : that doubt- 
less is one source of the brevity !— Many lies are stated by Hirsch, many 


* Formey, i. 232, 


Itnl Krli. i;^ 

hy V(ilUii’(> ; liiU tlio witliDiil ilillunilly, hIiovi'I nniiln ; niii 

I'.omo Htop liy Htop upim the tnitli. Ilimi'h niivh pluiiily, He «iiii mimiI U 
huy »SVci(cr-.SV/ifi»r nt Ilu ]U'r cent iliHcmint ; VnlUiirn cnlici'ly tlcn'u'H llw 
.Stoncr-NnlOH ; wiyn, it wnn nii filhiir nf !’i>!(ric?i ntiil •imct'Icit’H. iiri(.riiirtliiif 
in lomiH nf monny tii lliin uii|initi'riil litnc. \Vliich iicccuiiinti'H mud 
wriKKliiiff I’ll lilt' (inrl nf M. ili' V'nltiiin' ; tml Im liiit hiiiiHclf vci ittim ii 
a Ijjnrycr'H Onicn, in hw yottii); iliiyn, iiiul kiimvii Iniw tn tvcUt a turn n 
cxjirt'Htiion. 'I'lm Judjcci nrn nut Ihcrn tn imlKi' nhnul .Stcucr NuIch ; Im 
tluiy (fivfl ynu In uiiilt>r."<ltin<l tlmt Vnltnirn'^ I'dtry nnil Jennliy alnry ii 
inoimHliino. Uirddi pmiluccH tim \’nltniri' Scriip*! nf tVritiiipr, airciul) 
known tn our ri'Jiili'in ; Vnllnin' loiyM, ' Mcrn mtiiicl jnttiiiKH ; wliic) 
liirHclt hoH furlivoly pickeil-nut nf the ni'nh'i’ may Im xwhl In Imvi 
picked ; PajU'CH unnihilotod liy nur llniKiiin nf ilcccmtu'C liilli, mid 'vliicl 
Hhtmld liftvci lit'cn in tIm Kf'tlt'i 'I ll"')' 'i‘’l ! ll''" f‘’I"ii nnenr Imvint 

kept liiH wnrii in Ifmt rcnpccl. I'dtricn amt .fcwi'lrici, I nay; tin wil 
not ((ivo ino Imck llml I'lirio Hill wliidi wnB prntc'ili'd ; payn inn tlin ntlnv 
JI,(KI0 c.rnwiiH (Draft nf liiinf.) in .IcunU inor •valued liy half. '.Inwct 
fnrtivoly clianjfi'd Hincn i'lainlilf had them nf mn I ' Biiawcru Ilirach ; 
and llio Htcady .iiidffcs keep their hieiCH ({nilitt' 

'I'ho only Dncumi'iilH prndiiccd hy Vnltuire are ‘i'wn ; nf Ulf/i Dcemi/x' 
and of "Mh OriYiiilirr ; irhicli llin readi'r liaii iinl yet iieeii, hut niij^h 
now to gain hnmn imtinn of, if pohiiihle. 'J Imy alicct mien mnre, aa (ha 
nf Decemher KUli liad dniin, tn lie ' final Hntlli'iiiimta’ (nr final .Snllle 
inont of lUlli, with tWiW/ of tilth); and turn mi cmifn«cd Llnta of Jeweln 
lioiight, roturnod, rn’hiiiiglil (that ' 'I’npa/ ring ' torn from nnn'K liainl, i 
conapic.noiiH item), wliich no rnailnr wniild Inivn patinnen to inidnrBtand 
excojil in thn HUccinct form. Imt all rendnr* nntn llicin, linwnvnr, a 
loa*l the firat of Ihnm, that of i>eci>mhnr llnh ; eniH'dally thn wnriU w 
mark In llallcN, which havn ninrited a «ad place for il in the liiainry n 
Iniman aiii and miKcry. Klein Inin given hnth Dneument# in engravni 
fncaimiln ; wo miiat help niir»elvi'>i hy aiinpler methmlo. Jlmliii, Deennihe 
illlh, 17fdl ; Vnltairo writcH, llirnch aigna ; and the itnlicn are helievei 
to lin wnrilH I'niHlnd in liy .\1. do Vnltairo, weeks after, vdiilnlhe llirscl 
pInadingH wera getting stringent ! llcnd, a very wed meninrial ti 
M. do Vnltairo, 

Dw'MmnU (in Vnllairn's tiand, written at tu n timea ; and the oh 
writing mauM in parts, to suit the new !). " l ur juii/mnit ijf ;i.tUKi r/m/cr 

hi/ me due, I havomdd In .M, do Voltaire, at the jirice cnating hy eiitimatini 
and tA.x, with 2 per cent for my cmnniiioimi " (' ue ijfiitituiituut,' nilliei 
ahovo), "■ the fnllnwiiig Diamonils, tated" (Idnltod into '/u.iuh/e'), "bb her 
adjoined; vi'4."-— aoveu (liocwa nf jewelry, Jiendelm|iie8, ole., with prii' 
afllxed, among whieli is thn violated 'fopn/, "tlie wlnde e«tinmted h 
Iiiin " (' lilni ' crimNod-nut, iiiid 'me' written nvor il), "iieing .'l,inn ilmier* 


iRt Jan.-i8th Feb. i^sx] 

Wlieveupon received from Monsieur «de Voltaire " (wliat Is very strange ; 
not intelhpble without study !) “the sum of 2,940 thalers, and he has 
given me baok the Topaz, with 60 crowns for my trouble.— Berlin, 19th 
December 1760.” (Hitherto in Voltaire’s hand; after which Hirsch 
writes :) AprouvS^ A. Hirsoliel.*’ ^ And between these two lines . 

1760" and “^ppj-owd . . ."), there is crushed-in, as afterthought, 
by myself" (Hirsch’s self), “2,940, add 60, is 3,000.” And, in fine, below 
the Hirsch signature, on what may be called the bottom margin, there 
is,— I think, avowedly Voltaire’s and subsequent,— this : “iV.6, that 
Hirsch s valuing of all the jewels ’’ (present lot and former lot) “ is, by 
real estimation, between twice and thrice too high : ’’ of which, it is 
hoped, your Lordships will take notice ! 

Was there ever seen such a Paper ; one end of it contradicting the 
other? Payment to M. de Voltaire, and payment by M. de Voltaire; — 
with other blottiugs and foistings, which print and italics will not re- 
present ! Hirsch denies he ever signed this Paper. Is not that you 
writing, then : ‘ Aprouv^, A. Hirschel’? — 'No !’ and they convict him 
of falsity in that respect : the signature is his, but the Paper has been 
altered since he signed it. That is what the poor dark mortal meant to 
express ; and in- his mulish way, he has expressed into a falsity what 
was in itself a truth. There is not, on candid examination of Klein’s 
Facsimiles and the other evidence, the smallest doubt but Voltaire 
altered, added and intercalated, in his own privacy, those words which 
we have printed in italics ; (ax^s changed into taxabks estimated at ’ 
into 'estimable at’), him for me, and so on ; and above all, the now first 
line of the Paper, For payment of 3,000 thalers by me due, and in last line 
the words valued by myself, etc., are palpable interpolations, sheer falsi- 
fications, which Hirsch is made to continue signing after his back is 
turned ! 

No fact is more certain ; and few are sadder in the history of M. de 
Voltaire. To that length has he been driven by stress of Fortune. Nay, 
when the Judges, not hiding tlieir surprise at the form of this Document, 
asked. Will you swear it is all genuine? Voltaire answered, ‘Yes, 
certainly ! ’ — for what will a poor man not do in extreme stress of 
Fortune? Hirsch, as a Jew, is not permitted to make oath, where a 
Quasi-Christian will swear to the contrary, or he gladly would ; and 
might justly. The Judges, willing to prevent chance of perjury, did 
not bring Voltaire to swearing, but contrived a way to justice without 
that. 

February IQth, 1751, the Court arrives at a conclusion. Hirsch’s 

‘ Sic: that is always h.\& signature •, ‘Abraham Hirsche/,’ so given by Klein, 
while Klein and everybody call him Hirsch (Stag), as we have done,— if only to 
save a syllable on the bad bargain. 


is admitted to be Voltaire’sj not Plii'scli’s, continue they ; — and if Hirscl 
can prove that Voltaire has changed the Diamonds^ not a likely fact 
lot him do so. The rest does not concern us. And to that effect, oi 
the above day, runs their Sentence: 'You, Hirsch, shall restore th 
Paris Bill ; mutual Papers to be all restored, or legally annihilated 
Jewels to he valued by sworn Experts, and paid for at that price 
Hirsch, if he can prove that the Jewels were changed, has liberty t^ 
try it, in a new Action. Hirsch, for falsely denying his Signature, i 
fined 10 thalers (thirty shillings), such lie being a contempt of court 
whatever more.’ 

‘ Ha, fined, you Jew Villain ! ’ hysterically shrielcs Voltaii-e 
‘ in the wrong, weren't you, then ; and fined thirty shillings ? 
hysterically trying to believe, and make others believe, tha 
he has come-oflP triumphant. ‘ Beaten my Jew, haven’t I ? 
says he to everybody, though inwardly well enough awar 
how it stands, and that he is a Pheenix douched, and has : 
tremor in the bones ! Chancellor Cocceji was far fron 
thinking it triumphant to him. Here is a small Note o 
Cocceji’s, addressed to his two colleagues, Jarriges and Ldpei 
which has been found among the Law Papers : 

‘Berlin, 20th February 1761. The Herr President von Jarriges an 
Privy-Councillor Loper are hereby officially requested to bring th 
remainder of the Voltaire Sentence to its fulfilment : 1 am myself nc 
well, and can employ my time much better. Tho Herr von Voltair 
has given-in a desperate Memorial (ein desperates Memorial) to th: 
purport : “I swear that what is charged to me“ (believed of me) “i 
the Sentence is true; and now request to have the Jewels valued.” 
have returned him this Paper, with notice that it must be signed by a 
Advocate. — Cocce.7i.’ • 

So wrote Chancellor Cocceji, on the Saturday, washing hi 
hands of this sorry business. Voltaire is ready to mak 
desperate oath, if needful. We said once, M. de Voltair 
was not given to lying; far the reverse. But yet, see, if yo 
drive him into a corner with a sword at his throat, — alai 


^ Klein, 256. 


but he can do a stroke that way, to^ (one stroke, untimrin 
his life, I do believe), if a wild-boar, with frothy tu4>, is 
upon him. 'lell it not in Gath, — except for sckiitiiie 
purposes ! And be judicial, arithmetical, in paving stn- 
tence on it ; not slirieky, mobbish, and flving-olf into the 
Infinite ! 


Berlin, of course, is loud on these matter,-.. ‘ The inan 
whom the King delighted to honour, this is he, then ! ' Kinji 
Friedrich has quitted Town, some while ago; ietnn;»ti to 
Potsdam ‘ January SOth.’ Glad enough, I snpjiose, to lie 
out of all this unmusical blowing of catcalls and indnent 
exposure. To Voltaire he has taken no notice*; sileiiti^ 
leaves Voltaire, in his nook of the Berlin Schloss, till the foul 
business get done. ‘ Voltaire filoute les Juifs (picks ,Itw 
pockets),’ writes he once to Wilhelmina ; ‘ will get out of it 
by some gambade (summerset),’ writes he another time ; ^ but' * 
— And takes the matter with boundless contempt, doubtless 
with some vexation, but with the minimum of noise, as a 
Royal gentleman might. Jew Hirsch is bu.sy prejwring for 
his new desperate Action ; getting together proof that the 
Jewels have been changed. In proof Jew Hirsch will be 
weak ; but in pleading, in jmblic pamphlets, and keeping a 
winged Apollo fluttering disastrously in such a mud-bath, 
Jew Hirsch will be strong. Voltaire, ‘ out of magnanimous 
pity to him,’ consents next week to an Agreement. Agree- 
ment is signed on Thursday 26th Februaiy 1751 : — l*aj>crs 
all to be returned, Jewels nearly all, except one or two. jiaid 
at Hirsch’s own price. IVhereby, on the whole, as Klein 
computes, Voltaire lost about 150Z. ; — elsewhere I have seen it 
computed at 1871. : not the least matter which. Old Hir-ch 
has died in the interim (‘ Of broken heart ! ’ blubbers the 
Son); day not known. 

And, on these terms, Voltaire gets out of the business; 


* ‘ 31st December 1750’ (CEuvrts de Fridiric, xxvii. i. 19S) ; ‘ 5I rebtoiiry 
1751 ’(Il 5 . 301 ), 


glad to close trie inroieraDie rumour, at some cost or money. 
For all tongues were wagging ; and, in defect of a Times 
Newspaper, it appears, there had Pamphlets come out ; printed 
Satires, bound or in broadside ; — sapid, exhilarative, for a 
season, and interesting to the idle mind. Of which, Tantale 
en Traces may still, for the sake of that Tr^ace to it, be 
considered to have an obscure existence. And such, reduced 
to its authenticities, was the Adventure of the Steuer-Notes. 
A very bad Adventure indeed ; unspeakably the worst that 
Voltaire ever tried, who had such talent in the finance line. 
On which poor History is really ashamed to have spent so 
much time ; sorting it into clearness, in the disgust and 
soiTOW of her soul. But perhaps it needed to be done. 
Let us hope, at least, it may not now need to be done 
again.^ 

This is the First Act of Voltaire’s Tragic-Farce at the 
Court of Berlin : I’eaders may conceive to what a bleared 
frost-bitten condition it has reduced the first Favonian 
efflorescence there. He considerably recovered in the Second 
Act, such the indelible ‘charm of the Voltaire genius to 
Friedrich. But it is well known, the First Act rules all the 
others ; and here, accordingly, the Third Act failed not to 
prove tragical. Out of First Act into Second the following 
Extracts of Correspondence will guide the reader, without 
commentary of ours. 

Voltaire, left languishing at Berlin, has fallen sick, now 
that all is over ; — no doubt, in part really sick, the unfortu- 
nate Phoenix-Peafowl, with such a tremor in his bones ; — and 
would fain be near Friedrich and warmth again ; fain persuade 
the outside world that all is sunshine with him. Voltaire’s 

* Besides the }Clein,the Tantale tn Prochmdi the Voltaire cited above, 

there is (in CEuvres de Voltaire, Ixiv. pp. 6i-io6, as Supplement there), written 
off-hand, in the very thick of the Hirsch Affair, a considerable set of Notes to 
D'Arget, which might have been still more elucidative ; but are, in their present 
dateless topsy-tutvied condition, a very wonder of confusion to the studious 
reader 1 



Letters to Friedrich, if he wrote any, in this Jew time, are 
lost ; here are Friedrich’s Answers to Two, — one lost, which 
had been written from Berlin after the Jew affair was out of 
Court ; and to another (not lost) after the Jew affair was 
done. 


1 *. King Frkdnch to Voltaire at Berlin 

' Totsdam, SdOi February 17 B 1 . 

‘ I was plad to rocolvo you fn my house ; I ostoomod your genius, your 
UiloiitH and aoquiroinonts ; mid 1 hud reason to think tliat a man of your 
ago, wearied with fencing against Authors, and exposing himself to the 
storm, eamo hither to take refuge as in a safe harbour. 

' Hut, on arriving, you exacted of mo, in a ratliov singular manner. 
Not to take hreron to write mo nows from Paris ; and I had the weakness, 
or tho eomplaiHunco, to grant you this, though it is not for you to decide 
wliat iiorHons I sliall take into my sorvice. D’Arnatid had faults towards 
you ; a gonorous man would have pardoned them ; a vindictive man 
liunts-down those whom ho takes to hating. In a word, though to mo 
D'Arnuud had done nothing, it was on your account that ho liad to go. 
You wore with tlio Russiau Minister, speaking of things you had no 
eoneorn with' (Russian Kxcollency Gross, oil' liomo lately, in sudden 
dudgeon, like an angry skyrocket, noliody can guess why 1*)— ‘and it 
was thought I had given you Gommission.’ ‘You have had tho most 
villainous afTair in tho world with a Jew. It has made a frightful scandal 
all over Town. And that Htouer-Schein Imsinoss is so well known in 
Saxony, that they have made grievous complaints of it to me. 

‘ For my own share, I have preserved peace in my house till your 
arrival : and I warn you, that if you have tho passion of intriguing and 
ealialllng, you have applied to tho wrong hand. I like poacoablo com- 
posed people ; who do not put into thoir conduct the violent passions 
of Tragedy. In ease you can resolve to live like a Philosopher, I shall 
bo glad to SCO you ; hut if you abandon yourself to all tho violences of 
your paHslons, and got into quarrels with all tho world, you will do mo no 
good l)y coming hither, and you may as well stay in Uorlin.'*— F. 

To wliich Voltaire .sighing pathetically in response, ‘Wrong, 
ah yc.s, your Ma)e.Hty ; — and sick to death’ (see farther down), 
— hen; i.s Friedrich’s Second in Answer : 

* Adclmig, vii. 133 l)eccml)er 1750). 

• Ihcuss, xxii. aOa {wand'tiffin Uie French Editions). 
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8°. Friedrich to Voltaire again 

‘ Potsdam, 28tb February 1761. 

‘ If you wish to come hither, you can do so. 1 hear nothing of Law- 
suits, not even of yours. Since you have gained it, I congratulate you ; 
and I am glad that this scurvy affair is done. I hope you will have no 
more quarrels, neither with the Old nor with the JVeui Testament. Such 
worryiugs (ees sortes de compromis) leave their mark on a man ; and with 
the talents of the finest genius in France, you will not cover the stains 
which this conduct would fasten on your reputation in the long-run. A 
Bookseller Gosse’— (read lore, your Majesty.!* Nobody ever heard of 
Gosse as an extant quantity ; Jore, of Kouen, you mean, and his cele- 
brated Lawsuit, about printing the Benriade, or I know not what, long 
since') — ‘a Bookseller Jore, an Opera Fiddler ’ (poor Travenol, wrong 
dog pincered by the ear), ' and a Jeweller Jew, these are, of a surety, 
names which in no sort of business ought to appear by the side of 
yours. I write this Letter with the rough common-sense of a German, 
who speaks what he thinks, without employing equivocal terms, and 
loose assuagements which disfigure the truth : it is for vou to profit by 
it._F.'s 

So that Voltaire will have to languish : ‘ Wrong, yes ; — 
and sick, nigh dead, your Majesty ! Ah, could not one get to 
some Country Lodge near you, ‘ the Marquisat^ for instance P 
Live silent there, and see your face sometimes ? ’ ® Languish- 
ing very much ; — ogives cosy little dinners, however. Here 
are two other Excerpts ; and these will suffice : 

Voltaire to Formey (' Berlin Palace ' ; datable, first days of March) : ‘ Will 
you, Monsieur, come and eat the King’s roast meat (rd< du Roi), today, 
Thursday, at two o’clock, in a philosophic, warm and comfortable 

* Unbounded details on the Jore Case, and from 1731 to 1738 continual 
Letters on it, in CEuvres de Voltaire ; — came to a head in 1736 \ib. Ixix. 375) ; 
Jore penitent, 1738 i,ib. i. 262), etc. etc. 

" CEuvres de Fridlric, xxii. 265, 

» In CEuvres de Fridlric^ (xxii. 259-261, 263-266) are Four lamenting and 
repenting, wheedling and ultimately whining, Letters from Voltaire, none of them 
dated, which have much about ‘ ray dreadful state of health,’ my passion ‘ for 
reposing in that Marqttisat^ etc. ; — to one of which Four, or perhaps to the 
whole together, the above No. 2 of Friedrich seems to have been Answer. Of 
that indisputable ‘ Marquisat' no Nicolai says a word; even careful Preuss 
passes ' Gosse ’ and it with shut Ups. ' 
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manuei' (j>Ulosophiquement et ehaudemeni et doucement). A couple of 
philosophers without being courtiers, may dine in the Palace of a 
Plulosopher-King : I should even take the liberty of sending one of his 
Majesty s Carnages for you,— at two precise. After dinner, you would 
be at hand for your Academy meeting.’ i V.-How cosy!-And King 
Friedrich has relented, too ; grants me the Marquisat; can refuse me 
nothing ! 

Voltaire to D’Argental (Potsdam, 15th March 1751). * * could 
not accompany our Chamberlain ’ (Von Ammon, gone as Envoy to Paris 
on a small matter^), ‘through the muds and the snows, — ‘where I should 
have been buried ; I was ill,’ and had to go to the Marquisat. ‘ D'Arnaud 
and the pack of Scribblers would have been too glad. D’Arnaud, 
animated with the true love of glory, and not yet grown sufficiently 

illustrious by his own immortal Works, has done one of that kind,’ by 

his behaviour here. Has behaved to me — oh, like a miserable, envious, 
intriguing, lying little scoundrel ; and made Berlin too hot for him : 
seduced Tinois my Clerk, stole bits of the Pucelle (brief sight of bits, for 
Prince Plenri’s sake) to ruin me. 

‘D’Arnaud sent his lies to Freron for the Paris meridian ’ (that is his 
real crime); ' delightful news from canaille to canaille: “How Voltaire 
had lost a great Lawsuit, respectable Jew Banker cheated by Voltaire; that 
Voltaire was disgraced by the King,” who of course loves Jews ; “'That 
Voltaire was ruined ; was ill ; nay, at last, that Voltaire was dead.” ’ To 
the joy of Fre'ron, and the scoundrels that are printing one’s Pucelle. 

‘ Voltaire is still in life, however, my angels ; and the King has been 
so good to me in my sickness, I should be the ungratefulest of men if I 
didn't still pass some mouths with him. When he left Berlin’ (30th 
January, six weeks ago), ‘ and I was too 01 to follow him, I was the sole 
animal of my species whom he lodged in his Palace there’ (what a 
beautiful bit of colour to lay-on!) — ‘He left me equipages, cooks et 
cetera; and his mules and horses carted-out my temporary furniture 
(meubles de pasaade) to a delicious House of his, close by Potsdam’ 
(Marquisat to wit, where I now stretch myself at ease; Niece Denis 
coming to live with me there, — ^talks of coming, if my angels knew it), — 
‘and he has reserved for me a charming apartment in his palace of 
Potsdam, where I pass a part of the week. 

‘And, on close view,. I still admire this Unique Genius ; and he deigns 
to communicate himself to me ;— and if I were not 300 leagues from you, 


' Formey, i. 234. 

’ ‘ Commercial Treaty ’ ; which he got done. See Longchamp, if any one 
is curious otherwise about this Gentleman : ‘ D’Hamon ’ they call him, and 
sometimes ‘ Damon,'— to whom Niece Denis wanted to be Phyllis, according to 
Longchamp. 



and Imd a iittln IicallM, I (diinild in' tin' (it ini'ii. ‘ * * Oil 

niy niiKi'lK -• 

And, in short, lu'lli'r or worse, my Strtnul Art is liejfnn, ns 
you paireive ! - And eerlnin renders will he n))L U> look in 
ngnin, lieforo nil is over. 


cnAP'i'Ku vni 

O.ST-l''HIKHt,ANl) AND TDK SIIIIMTNO IN-TKIlKsTS 

Two l''oreiu;n Kventw, following on the heel of the llirseh 
lAWHiiit, were of interest to onr Berlin friends, 1 hough not now 
of nuieh to us or nnyliody, April .'ilh, ITfil, the old King of 
Sweden, I.nndgrnf of Ilessen-Citssel, died; wherehy not only 
onr friend Wilhelm, the mnnnging l.tindgrnf, heeonies IjintU 
grid' indeed (if he .should ever Inni np on ns ngnin), hut 
I’rinee.ss tBri(pie i.s heneeforth (kiiieeii of Swislen, her lliislmnd 
the new King. No dotdtl n wcleoine event to Brineess 
tBriipie, the high hriive -minded l.ndy: hut which proved 
intrinsienlly nn empty one, not to .sny worse than empty, to 
herself nnd her friends, in times following, Krinlrirh’.s con- 
nexion with Sweden, wliieh he lind been lightening lately by 
a'l’ceatyof Allianee, enine in the long-run to tmthingfor him, 
on the, Swedish side; and on the IlnH.sian has alre.'idy created 
nmbrage.s, kindled nhatruHe .sn.spicions, ifiidignalions, Hnssian 
Excellency (}ros.s, abruptly, at Berlin, demanding borse.s, not 
long since, and posting home without other leave taking, to 
tlie snrpri.Ke of mankind; Unssian C/arina evidently in the 
Hullens against Friedrich, this long while; dull impenetrable 
clouds of anger ItKlging yonder, boding him no good, All 
which the AcceH.sion of t,)necn Ulriijue will rather tend to 
aggravate than olherwi.se.''’ 

' CRuvrts lit I'aUairt, Ixxiv. 330, 

“ Aili*liin;;i vil. aos (Accession ol Aitolf Kticdticli) i lA IJj (Kiti-a'i ainlilso 
De|m(tur«). 


Aprll-Jiily 1731] 

'llu! Second Foreign Event is Englisli, about a week prior 
in date, ami is of still less moment: March 31st, 1751, 
Prince Fred, the Royal Heir- Apparent, has suddenly died. 
Had been ill, more or less, for an eight days past ; was now 
thought better, though ‘still coughing, and bringing-np 

phlegm,’ when on ‘Wednesday night between nine and ten,’ 

in some lengthier (it of that kind, he clapt his hand on his 
breast; and I, he. terrified valet heard him say, ‘ Jc, .««’,? mart!' 
•—and before his ])oor Wife could run forward with a light, 
he lay verily dead.* 'riic Rising Sun in England is vanished, 
then. Yes ; and with him his Moomi, and comsiderablc moony 
workings, and shishings hither and thither, which they have 
occasioned, in the muddy tide-currents of that Constitutional 
(k)untry. Without interest to us here; or indeed elsewhere, 
— except perhaps that o\ir dear Wilhelmina would hear of it; 
and have her sad reflections and reminiscences awakened by 
it; sad and many-voiced, perhaps of an almost doleful nature, 
being on a sick-bed at this time, poor Lady. She (piitted 
lleiiin months ago, os we olwcrved, — her farewell Letter to 
Friedrich, written from the first stage homewards, and 
melodious as the voice of sorrowful true hearts to us and him, 
dates ‘ November K'tth,’ just while Voltaire (whom she always 
likes, and in a beautiful way protects, ‘ Fiire Voltaire,' as she 
calls him) was despatching Hirsch on that ill-omened Predatory 
iSVciaT-Mission. Her Ilrother is in real alarm for Wilhelmina, 
about this time; sending-out Cothenius his chief Doctor, and 
the like: but our dear Princc.s.s reiimerges from her eclipse; 
and we shall see her again, several times, if we be lucky. 

And so poor Fred is ended ; — and sulky people ask, in their 
cruel way, ‘Why not?’ A poor dissolute flabby fellow- 
ci'cature; with a sad destiny, and a sadly consincuous too. 
Could write Madrigals; be set to make Opposition cabals. 
Read this sudden J'lpitaph in doggerel; an uncommonly 
successful Piece of its kind ; which is now his main monu- 
ment with posterity. The ‘Brother’ (hero of Culloden), 
> WRlpole, George the Htcmd, 1. 71 . 



the ‘Sister’ (Amelia, our Friedrich’s first love, now growing 
gossipy and spiteful, poor Princess), are old friends : 


‘ Here lies Prince Fred, 

ATho was alive and is dead : 
Had it been his Father, 

I had much rather ; 

Had it been his Brother, 
Sooner than any other ; 


‘ Had it been his Sister, 

There ’s no one would have missed her ; 
Had it been his whole generation. 

Best of all for the Nation : 

But since it’s only Fred, 

There ’s no more to be said.’ * 


Friedrich visits Ost-Friesland 

A thing of more importance to us, two months after that 
catastrophe in London, is Friedrich’s first Visit to Ost- 
Friesland. May 31st, having done his Berlin - Potsdam 
Reviews and other current aflairs, Friedrich sets-out on this 
Excursion. With Ost-Friesland for goal, but much business 
by the way. Towards Magdeburg, and a short visit to the 
Brunswick Kindred, first of all. There is much reviewing 
in the Magdeburg quarter, and thereafter in the Wesel ; and 
reviewing and visiting all along : through Mindeu, Bielfeld, 
Lingen ; not till July 1 3th does he cross the Ost-Fidesland 
Border, and enter Embden. His three Brothers, and Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunswick were with him.^ On catching view 
of Ost-Friesland Border, see, on the Border-Line, what an 
Ai'ch got on its feet : Triumphal Arch, of frondent ornaments, 
inscriptions and insignia ; ‘ of quite extraordinary magnifi- 
cence ; ’ Arch which ‘ sets every one into the agreeablest 
admiration.’ Above a hundred such Arches spanned the 
road at different points ; multitudinous enthusiasm reverently 
escorting, ‘ more than 20,000 ’ by count : till we enter 
Embden ; where all is cannon-salvo, and three-times-three ; 
the thunder-shots continuing, ‘above 2,000 of them from the 
walls, not to speak of response from the ships in harbour.’ 
Embden glad enough, as would appear, and Ost-Friesland 

1 Walpole, i. 436. 

* Htldtn-Geschichtt, ill. 506 ; Seyfartb, ii. 145 ; Rbdenbeck, i. 216 (who gives 
a foolish German myth, of Voltaire’s being passed-oiT for the King’s Baboon, 
etc. ; Voltaire not being there at all). 


I3th.i6thjnly 1751) 

gln<! l:() sco thoir now King. July 17151 ; after 

waiting uhovo .six yoar.s. 

Next (lay, Iii.s Majesty gave audience to the new ‘ Asiatic 
Shipping Coinpany’ (of wliich anon), to the Stiindc, and 
Magi.sterial persons ; — with many (piestions, I doubt not, 
about your new oinbankinonts, now inij)rovcmonts, piuspeots 
there being niueli proecdurc that way, in all manner of kinds, 
since the new Dynasty came in, now six years ago. Einbank- 
uienLs on your lUver, wide 8pnce,s changed from ooze to 
meadow ; on the Dollart .still more, which has lain 500 years 
hidden from the sun. Dae.s any reader know the Dollart? 
OMl.-Friesland has awakened to wonderful new industries 
within tlu!N(! six years ; urged and guided by the new King, 
who has grisvt things in view for it, besides what are in actual 
jirogress. 

That of dikes, sca-cmbankincnts, for example ; to Ost- 
Friosland, as to Holland, they arc the first condition of 
existence ; and, in the past times, of extreme I’arliamcntary 
vitality, have Ixien slipping a good deal out of repair. Ems 
Uiver, in those Hat rainy countries, has ploughed-oub for 
itself a very wide embouchure, as boundary between Griiningen 
and Ost-h'riesland. Muddy Km.s, bickering with the German 
Ocean, does not forget to act, if rarliainentary Commissioners 
do. These dikes, 120 miles of dike, mainly along both 
banks of Ibis muddy Kms Uivm-, are now water-tight again, 
to the comfort of flax and clover: and this is but one item 
of the diking now on foot. Headers do not know the 
Dollart, that up])ermost round gulf, not far from Embdcn 
itself, in the wtiste embouchure of Ems with its continents of 
mud and tide. Five hundred years ago, that ugly whirl of 
muddy surf, 100 sciuarc miles in area, was a fruitful field, 
50 Villages upon it, one Town, several Monasteries and 
50,000 souls’- till on Christmas midnight A.n. 1277, the 
winds and the storm-rains having got to their height. Ocean 
and Ems did, ‘ about midnight,’ undermine the place, folded 
it over like a friable bechiuilt or monstrous doomed griddle- 
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it has hung, like an unlovely goitre at the throat of Embden, ! 

ever since. One little dot of an Island, with six houses on I 

it, near the Embden shore, is all that is left. Where pro- I 

bably his Majesty landed (July 15th, being in a Yacht that I 

day) ; but did not see, afar off, the ‘ sunk steeple-top,’ which | 

is fabled to be visible at low-water. ' 

Upon this Dollart itself there is now to be diking tried ; I 

King’s Domain-Katnmer showing the example. Which Official ! 

Body did accordingly (without Blue-Books, but in good 
working case otherwise) break gi'ound, few months hence ; 
and victoriously achieved a Polder, or Diked Territory, 

‘worth about 2,0 00^. annually;’ ‘which, in 1756, was sold 
to the Stdnde\' at twenty-five years purchase, let us say, 
or for 50,0002. An example of a convincing nature; which 
many others, and ever others, have followed since ; to gradual 
considerable diminution of the Dollart, and relief of Ost- 
Friesland on this side. Furtherance of those things is much 
a concern of Friedrich’s. The second day after his arrival, 
those audiences and ceremonials done, Friedrich and suite 
got on board a Yacht, and sailed about all over this Dollart, 
twenty miles out to sea ; dined on board ; and would have, 
if the weather was bright (which I hope), a pleasantly edify- 
ing day. The harbour is much in need of dredging, the 
building docks considerably in disrepair ; but shall be refitted 
if this King live and prosper. He has declared Embden 
a ‘Free Haven,’ inviting trade to it from all peaceable 
Nations ; — and readers do not know (though Sir Jonas 
Hanway and the jealous mercantile world well did) what 
magnificent Shipping Companies and Sea-Enterprises, of his 
devising, are afoot there. Of which, one word, and no second 
shall follow : 

‘September 1st, 1760, those Carrousel gaieties scarce done, “The 
' BUsching, Erdbtschreibimg, v. 845, 846 ; Preuss, i. 308, 309. 



nmtic inulin/^ Company'* stopt forninlly into oxistonco; EmlKloii tho 
oailciimvters of it;' oliitil' Miiimgor a Rittor do la Touolie ; otio of tho 
ii-OotorH our fnutuHtio Riolfold, tliUH tiirnod to practical value. A 
oinpauy patronised, in all ways, by tho King; but, for tho rest, 
uiulod, not on his money ; founded on volmitary shnros, which, to 
10 rogrot of Ilauway and others, have had much popularity in coin- 
orcial cir(!lcH. Will trade to (,'hina. A thing lookod-at with umbrage 
i tho English, by tho Dutch. A shanio that Jinglish people should 
icourago such schonioa, says Hanway. Which novortholoss many 
Utah and many English private poisons do,— among tho latter, one 
nglish Iaidy(nanio unknown, hut I always suspect “Miss Barbara 
/■yndham, of tho Collogo, Salisbury "), concorning whom thoro will bo 
onourablo notice by and by. 

* At llio tiiiio of I'Viodricb’s visit, tho Asiatic Company is in full vogue ; 
inking ready its first ship for Canton. P'irst ship, lOinig von Pronsmi 
ons liurili'.n not given), actmilly siiiled 17th Folinuiry next (1752) ; and 
UH followed liy a second, iiamod Town of JCmtnlm, on tho li)th of 
ejiUmibcr following; hotli of which prosporoiisly reuchod (hnton, and 
rosporously roturned with cargoes of satisfactory prolit. Tlio llrst of 
lom, K>\n(y von Proumn, had beoii boarded in tlio Downs by mi English 
niilaiii 'I'liomsiin and his Frigate, and dotaiuod smtio days, —till TJiomson 
' took Seven English Heamen out of her." “ Act of rurliamont, ox- 
ross!" said Ills (Jraeo of Nowcasllo. Wliich done, Thomson found 
lat tlio Englisli jealousies would liiivo to liehl their luiiid ; no fartlior, 
■liatovor one's wislies may be. 

'Nay, within a year lienee, .laiiiiary 24th, 175!>, Friedrich founded 
uotlier (hmipiiny for India; “ llentjalmilw HandulsyeseUm'.hafl wliich 
Iso Hont-ont its pair of ships, porliaps oftonor than onco ; and pointed, 
M the other wiis doing, to wiilo fields of ontorprise, for some time. But 
uek was wanting. And, "in part, lulsmiumgoniont," and, in whole, 
lio Seven -Ve.arH IV'ar put an end to both (.'ompuuios before long, 
'riedrleh is full of tlieso thoughts, among iiis other Industrialisms ; 
.nd never (|u!ts them for diseoiiragomont, Init trios again, when the 
ihslacloH ('.ease to he iiiHii)ioraliIo. J!!vor since the nciinlsitioii of Ost- 
''rleslniid, tlie fiirther/iiico of Sca-Coinmoreo had boon one of Friedrich’s 
ilioseii ohjecls. " Let us carry onr own goods at least, Silesian linens, 
doniel llmhorH, Hlock-fish ; what need of tho Dutch to do it?” Ami 
n riiany liraiichos his progress had boon rcmarkalilo, — ospocially in this 
•arrying trade, while tho War lasted, and crippled all Anti-English 
lelligerctils. Diion wlilc.li, Indeod, and tho conduct of tlio English 
[’rlvateers to him, there is a Controversy going-ou with tho English 
ilmirt in those years (began in 1747), most distressful to his Gruco of 

' I’utciil, or Prcyhais-HrUf, in IlcUIcn-Otschklitt, iii. 457, 458. 
vol.. V. ir 


Newcastle ; — whicli in part explains those stingy procedures of Captain 
Thomson (“Home, you seven English sailors !”) when the first Canton 
ship put to sea. That Controversy is by no means ended after three 
years, but on the contrary, after two years more, comes to a crisis quite 
shocking to his Grace of Newcastle, and defying all solution on his 
Grace’s aide, — ^the other Party, after such delays, five years waiting, 
having settled it for himself !’ Of which, were the crisis come, we will 
give some account. 

On the third day of his Visit, Friedrich drove to Aurich, 
the seat of Government, and official little Capital of Ost- 
Friesland ; where triumphal arches, joyful reverences, con- 
courses, demonstrations, sumptuous Dinner one item, awaited 
his Majesty : I know not if, in the way thither or back, he 
passed those ‘ Three Huge Oaks ’ (or the rotted stems or 
roots of them) ‘ under which the Ancient Frisians, Lords of 
all between IVeser and Rhine, were wont to assemble in 
Parliament ’ {without Fourth Estate, or any Eloquence except 
of the purely Business sort), — or what his thoughts on the 
late Ost-Friesland Bandbox Parliaments may have been ! 
He returned to Embden that night ; and on the morrow 
started homewards ; we may fancy, tolerably pleased with 
what he had seen. 

‘King Friedrich's main Objects of Pursuit in this Period,’ says a 
certain Author, whom we often follow, ‘I define as being Three. 1°. 
Reform of the Law ; 2’. Furtherance of Husbandry and Industry in all 
kinds, especially of Shipping from Embden ; 3°. Improvement of his 
own Domesticities and Household Enjoyments,’ — renewal of the Reins- 
berg Program, in short. 

' In the First of these objects,’ continues he, ‘ King Friedrich’s success 
was very considerable, and got him great fame in the world. In his 
.Second head of efforts, that of improving the Industries and Husbandries 
among his People, his success, though less noised of in foreign parts, was 
to the near observer still more remarkable. A perennial business with 
him, this ; which, even in tlie time of W ar, he never neglects ; and 
which springs out like a stemmed flood, whenever Peace leaves him free 
for it. His labours by all methods to awaken new branches of industry, 
to cherish and further the old, are incessant, manifold, unwearied ; and 
will surprise the uninstructed reader, when he comes to study them. An 
airy, poetising, bantering, lightly brilliant King, supposed to be serious 


iiiiuiily in thinly of Wiu', liovp ih ho moiling and toiling, Hko an over- 
vigilmit Liind-Stmi'iinl, lilco tlio most industrious City Morchaut, hardest- 
working Moruliants Clerk, to incroaso his industrial Capital by any the 
Bmallest item ! 

‘One day, those things will dosorvo to bo studied to the bottom ; and 
to ho sot forth, by writing liands that aro competent, for the instruction 
and oxamplo of VVorkors,~that is to say, of all mon. Kings most of all, 
when thoro aro again Kings. At present, I can only say they astonish 
mo, and put iiui to shamo : tho unrosting diligonco displayed in them, 
and tho iininoiiso sum-total of thorn, — what man, in any the noblest 
pursuit, can say that ho has stood to it, six-aiid-forty years long, in tho 
stylo of this ninn ? Nor did tho harvest fail ; slow sure harvest, which 
snnicod a iiatioiit h'riodriiih in Ids own day; harvest now, in oiir day, 
visililo to ovoryhody : in a I'riissiii all shooting into manufactures, into 
conimerces, opuleiiees,— -I only hope, not loo fast, and on more solid 
torniH tlian aro iiiiiversnl at prosont I Those things might bo didactic, 
truly. In viirloiiH points, to tliis Concration ; and worth looking back 
iilion, from its higli Inimvn-fuire altitudes, its triuinpliant Scrip-transac- 
tions and coiitiiionts of gold-nuggets,— pleasing, it doubts not, to all the 
gulls. To write well of what is called “Politioal Economy" (moaning 
thornhy increase of inonoy’s-worth) is roclconod meritorious, and our 
iiuai'ost apiiroaidi to the rational siihlinio. Eut to accomplish said in- 
oronso in a high and indisputable degree; and indisputably very much 
by your own eiidenvours wisely regulating those of others, does not that 
approaoli still nearer llie Niihlinio? 

‘'I’o prevent disappointment, I ought to add that Friodrioh is tho 
reverse of orlliodox in “ I’olitical Economy” ; that ho liad not faith in 
Kreo-Trado, hut tho roverso; — nor had over lieard of tlioso ultimate 
Kvungels, uiiliiuiteil Corn petition, fair IStart, and porfervid Race by all 
tho world (towards “ ns tho likeliest winning-post for 

all tho world), which have sinoo boon vouchsafed us. Probably in tho 
world thoro was never less of a Free-Trader ! Constraint, regulation, 
oncourngoinonl, diHCOurngemont, reward, punishment; these ho never 
doiilitod were the iiiolhod, and that government was good everywhere if 
wise, had only If not wise. And siiro enough those methods, whore 
hunmn justice mid the onriiost sense and insight of a Friedrich preside 
over them, have results which differ notably from opposite cases that can 
he imngiiu'd ! Tlio desporato notion of giving-up government altogether, 
as a relief IVmn hnninii hlockhomlism in your governors, and their want 
oven of a wish to he just or wise, had not entered into the thoughts of 
^'l•iellrich : nor driven liiiii upon trying to holiovo tliat such, in regard 
to any Iliiimin Interest wliaUivor, was, or could ho except for a little 
wlille 111 ftxlremely developed cases, tho true way of managing it. How 
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unwc'iirit'clly Ins best in that kind, all bis life long. Alone 
among modern Kings; his Inle Father the one exception; and 
even liis Father hardly surpassing him in that ])articalar. 

In regard to Minbilen and the Shipping interests, Ost- 
Friesland awakened very ardent spccnlations, which were a 
novelty in I’nissian aHiiirs ; nothing of Foreign Trade, except 
into the limited Baltic, had been heard of there since the 
(Jreat Fleetor’s time. The (ireat Elector had shijxs, F'orts on 
Ibe Foast of Africa; and tried hard for Atlantic Trade, — 
out of this same h'linlideii ; wlierc, heing ftimimoued to protect 
in the troubles, he had got some footing as Contingent Heir 
willial, and kejjt a ‘Prussian Battalion’ a good while. And 
now, on much fairer terms, not less diligently turned to 
arcount, it is liis (Ireat-drandson’s turn. Friedrieh’s .suecesscs 
in this de|)artinent, the jrather as Embden and Ost-Friesland 
liavc ill our time ceased to be J’rnssiaii, are not much wortli 
speaking of; hut they coimccl: theniselvcs with .some jioints 
still slightly mcmovahlc to ns. How, for example, his 
vigilances and endeavours on this scoi'c brought him into 
nihhings, not collisions, but jealousic.s and gratings, with the 
English and Dutch, the veadcir will see anon. 

J.aw-ref(n'ni is gloriously pi'osperoiis; llnsliandry the like, 
and Shipping liilcre.st itself as yet. But in the 'J.'liii-d grand 
Head, that of realising tlie, Ueiii.sherg Program, beautifying 
ills DomesLiciLies, and bringing his own Hearth and Ilonsc- 
hold nearer the Ideal, Frioclricli was nolliing like so .sueeessful ; 
in fact had no siu’cess at all. That llattering lleiiisherg 
Program, it is singular how l'’i'icdnch cannot help trying it by 
every new chance, nor cast the notion out of liiin that there 
must he a kind of Muse.s’-IIeaveii realisable on I'lartli I That 
is the Biograjihic Phenomeium which has survived of those 
Vcai's; ami to that we will almost exclusively address our- 
selves, on behalf of ingemioiis readers. 
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CirArTKH IX 

SKOONI) Atvr OK TtlK VOl/rAIllK, VISI'l,' 

Voi.TAiiu'.’.s VisiL IumU'cI, in all, about 'I'liirlv-two MontliH ; 
and is diviHihla iulo 'i'lu'i't' Acla or Slaffc.s. Thi'. (inst wo have 
soon: lu)w it eonunonml in briffliliioss iih of the Kun, and 
ended, by U>at Itirseh hnsinesM, in whirl windH of Ninolce and 
Hoot,-— Voltaire retirinfj;, on Iuh paNNionalo prayer, to that 
silent (lounlry-honse whieli he rails the. Manini.sat; there to 
lie in ho.spilal, and wash liiniself a lillle, and let tlie skies 
wash themselves. 

Tlie Ilirseli hnsine.ss having hlown-over, as all things do, 
Voltaire resinned his plare among the Conrt-l’lanets, and did 
his revolutions; striving to forget that there ever wius a 
Ilirsrh, or a sooL-explosiun of that nature, In words nobody 
veininded him of it, the King least of all : and hy degree, s 
matters were again tuler/dily glorious, and all might have gone 
well enough; I hough the jtrimal iH'rfeet splendour, sncli 
fuliginous reminiseenre being inelfarenhle, never eonld he ipiite 
rc-atlained. The diamond (Voss of Merit, the (lhamherlain 
gold .Key, hung bright upon the man ; a man the admired of 
men, lie had work to do: work of his own whieh he 
reekoned iiriei'li'.ss (that iminorlul S'lh-lc tk Loitl'i Quatorxo ; 
whieh he slood-liy, and honestly did, while here ; the one 
(ixed axis in lho.se fooleries and whirlings of his); — work for 
the King, ‘ two Imons, one hour, a day,’ wliieh tlie King 
reekoned prieele.ss in ils sort I'or IViislrieh him.self Voltaire 
has, with tonehes of real love coming out now and then, a 
very ,sineere admiration mixed with fear; and delights in 
shining to him, and being well witli him, as the greatest 
pleasure now left in life. Uesides tlie King, he had society 
enough, IVeiieh in tyyie, and brilliant emmgli : plenty of 
society; or, at his wish, what was still hetter, none at all. 
lie was liedded, hoarded, lodged, as if henelioeiit fairies lind 
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iloiie it for him ; aiui for all these things no price asked, you 
might say, hut that he would not throw himself out of 
window ! Had the man been wise — But he was not wise. 
He had, if no big gloomy devil in him among the bright 
angels that were there, a multitude of ravening tumultuary 
imjis, or little devils very ill-chained-, and was lodged, he and 
his restless little devils, in a skin far too thin for him and 
them ! — 

Ueekoning-uj) the matter, one cannot find that Voltaire 
ever could have been a blessing at Berlin, either for Friedrich 
or himself ; and it is to he owned that Friedrich was not wise 
in so longing for him, or clasping him so frankly in his arms. 
As h'riedrich, by this time, ])rohably begins to discover ; — 
though indeed to Friedrich the thing is of finite moment ; by 
no means of infinite, as it was to Voltaire. ‘ At worst, 
nothing but a little money thrown away 1 ’ thinks Friedrich : 

‘ Sure enough, this is a strange Trismcgistus, this of mine : 
star firework shall we call him, or terrestrial smoke-and-soot 
work ? But one can fence oneself against the blind vagaries 
of the man ; and get a great deal of good by him, in the 
lucid intervals.’ 'I'o Voltaire himself the position is most 
agitating; hut tlien its glories, were there nothing more! 
liesides he is always l.hinking to quit it shortly ; which is a 
great sedative in troubles. What with intermittencics (safe 
liidings in one’s Marquml, or vacant interlunar cave), with 
alternations of oflencc. and reconcilement; what with occasional 
actual (lights to Faria (whitherward Voltaire is always busy to 
keep a postern open ; and of which there is frequent talk, and 
almost continual thought, all along), flights to be called 
‘ visits,’ and privately intending to be final, but never proving 
so,, --the Voltaire-Fricdrich relation, if left to itself, might 
])erhaps long have staggered about, and not ended as it did. 

But, alas, no relation can be left to itself in this world, — 
especiallv if you have a porous skin I There were other 
French here, as well as Voltaire, revolving in the Court-circle ; 
and that, beyond all other.s, proved the fatal circumstance to 
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(llnuK’cllor Jarrii^i'.s oiii’ diiv, ‘ that wliaii IlitTc an- two 
Kri'iicliau'ii in a l-'oroifrii (’ourt or (’(ninlry, oiio of tlunn must 
dk'. (jin' run dcx deux jurisxe)?'^ Wliirh sluH‘kc<l tUo 

niiiul of Jarrij^c.s ; but liad a kind of tnilli, too. .Tew Hiifich, 
nin-into for low Himigf);lin^ jairpostvs, laid biicn a (’a|)(’ of 
Storms, dillk'uU. to weather; hut the eoiilintial lee-shore were, 
tho.se Freiieh, -with a heavy gale on, and one of tlu; rashest 
pilots ! lie (lid strike the breakers there, at liust ; and it is 
well-known, total shipwreek was the i.sstie, Our Second Act, 
holding-out duhiou.sly, in continual perils, till Autumn 
will have to pa.s.s then into a 'I'liinl of darker con>))lexion, and 
into Catastrophe very dark indeed. 

Catastrophe which, by farther ill accident, proved noisy in 
the cxtrcnie ; ]n'oduciug world-wide shrieks from the, one 
party, .stone-silence from the other; which were answered by 
unlimited hooting, catcalling and haha-ing from all parts of 
the World-'l'lieatre, upon both the shrieky and the silent 
party; catcalling not fallen ipiile dead to this day. 't’o 
Friedrich the csitcalling was not monu'ntous (being u.sed to 
.such things); though to poor Voltaire it was nnlimiledly so: 

• — and to readers interested in this inemorahle fair of Men, 
the rights and wrongs of the idVair ought to he rendered 
authentically conceiv(d)le, now at last. Were it humanly 
po.s.sihle,- after so much catcalling at random ! Smelfungus 
h(vs a right to say, speaking of this matter ; 

' Noviir wiiH such a jinulilc^ of loial-niuHiiK iguonim'eH, dcliiKioaH and 
r.oiifiisidiiH, iiH llio cunsoit, K(MS>t'dH of it are. Mditors, CMiH'i'inlly I'Vciirh 
Kdilors, treating of a Ilytierliorcaa, (’iniinevlaa Hnlijer.l, llk(( tills, arc 
eiiHy-goiiig eieiiLiircH, And truly tliey liavo left, it for us in a wonderful 
statu. Datulews, inneli of it, by irnluru ; and, by tlio la'/.y Kdilors, 
wdsdaled into very elimi.s ; jninliling along then', in nmd defianru of top 
and botUnn ; often tbo very Year given wrong: foil nverywliero of la/.y 
darkness, irradialed only by stupid rages. Ill-directed tnockeries : and 
for issue, e.beurfnily malliilmis boolings from llio general mob of 
mankind, willi iiiibuiindcd coulumpt of tlioir bellors ; wliicli is not 

* Seyfatlli, ii. lyi ; cic., clc. 
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pleasant to see. When mobs do get together, round any signal object ; 
And editorial gentlemen, with talent for it, pour-out from their respective 
barrel-heads, in a persuasive manner, instead of knowledge, ignorance 
set on fire, they are capable of carrying it far !— Will it be possible to 
pick-out the small glimmerings of real light, from this mad dance ol 
will-o’-wisps and fire-flies thrown into agitation.?’ 

It will be very difficult, my friend ; — why did not you 
yourself do it ? Most true, ‘ those actual Voltaire-Friedrich 
Letters of the time are a resource, and pretty much the sole 
one : Letters a good few, still extant ; which all had their bit 
of meaning ; and have it still, if well tortured till they give it 
out, or give some glimmer of it out ’ : — but you have not 
tortured them ^ you have left it to me, if I would ! As I 
assuredly will not (never fear, reader !) — except in the 
thriftiest degree. 


Detached Features {not Jhbulous) of Voltaire and his Beidhi- 
Potsdam Environment in 1761-2 

To the outside crowd of observers, and to himself in gooa 
moments, Voltaire represents his situation as the finest in the 
world : 

' Potsdam is Sparta and Athens joined in one ; nothing but reviewing 
and poetry day by day. 'The Algarottis, the Maupertuises, are here ; 
have each his work, serious for himself ; then gay Supper with a King, 
who is a great man and the soul of good company.' * * Sparta and 
Athens, I tell you : ‘ a Camp of Mars and the Garden of Epicurus ; 
trumpets and violins. War and Philosophy. I have my time all to 
myself; am at Court and in freedom, — if I were not entirely free, 
neither an enormous Pension, nor a Gold Key tearing-out one’s pocket, 
nor a halter (licou), which they call cordon of an Order, nor even the 
Suppers with a Philosopher who has gained five Battles, could yield me 
the least happiness.* Looked at by you, my outside friends, — ah, had I 
health, and you here, what a situation ! 

But seen from within, it is far otherwise. Alongside of these warhlings 


' CEuvres, Ixxiv. 325, 326, 333 (Letters, to D’Argental and others, ‘ 27th 
April— 8th May 1751 ’). 
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of a heart ffriiteful to the firat of Kiiixa, there '»• * aeriea of 
utterniirea to Niece Ih'iiiH, reiimrkahle for the ini»eiy iliiveii into meaii- 
nena lliiil rati lie read in them. Ill health, diacoiiteiit, vaxtie terror, 
HUMliicioil that ilaro not ({‘> I" "h’l'p ; a atrniige va|fne terror, Hlm|M'leait or 
tnkiiiif all Hlmpes : a body diaeasetl and a niitid dUeasted. hVar, i|iinkinff 
rontiniinUy for nothing; at all, in not to he home in a handtoine tnanner. 
Anil it often enough (in these jioor l.^tlrni), into Iransienl 

imiliKnily, into gnsta of tremWing hatred, with a tendenry to relieve 
oneself hy |)rivate srainlnl of the house we are in. Seldoni was a 
niiserahler wrong-side seen to a hit of royal tapestry. A man hunted hy 
the little devils llmt dwell unchained within himself; like I'enthens hy 
the Mienads, like AfUeon hy his own Dogs. .S'ay, without devils, with 
only those terrihle laiwels of mine, and scorhiitic gums, it is had enough ; 
'tJloriouH promotions to me here,* sneers he hilterly ; ' hut one thing 
is indisputahle, I have lost seven <if my poor residue of teeth since I 
came!' In truth, we are in a sadly scorhutii’ state; ami that, and the 
devils we lodge within ourselves, is the one real evil, (‘oitld not 
.Hiispicion- —why cannot she! lake her natural rest; and all these 
terrors vanish Dli, M. de Voltaire ! Tim practical purport, to Niero 
Denis, always is ; Kecji my retreat tu I'aris open ; in Iho name of 
Heaven, no ohstrncliim that way I 

MiHomhlv iiniftsl ; tt iiuut fnlally imlit fur his jn'eaciit 
t'lmnmvl ! Hut ho hnk 'IVd omtsiilmuhln Sfiinlivcs, nil nlonjj; ; 
two, mul nt) thinl viaihlo to mo. Smlntivi' ; lluil, he 

eiiii, nt lilt)' lime, (|nil Uiia ilhislrimis 'raelnni.s Mlyaittiii, Ute 
envy of iimiikiiid ; ninl imlecd, jn'iu'lienlly, he i« iihvnvs ns if 
on the hHj) ; thinking to he oil’ ahoi lly, for it time, or in 
permiincnec ; enn he oil’ nt once, if things grow too hmi. 
Sednlive AVrom/ is fnr heller : His own Inhour on /amw 
which is stendily going on, nml must have luwn 
a potent tjuielus in those (’tmrt- whirlwinds inwanl and 
outward. 

From Iterlin, already in Autumn 17fd>, Voltaire writes to D'Argenlal : 
'I shn'n't go to Italy this Autumn' (nor ever in my life), 'as I had 
projected. Hut I will come to see i/tm in tlie eourse of Novemher' (far 
from it, I got into .sVener-.Vc/iciVie then 1} And again, after some weeks; 
'1 have pot-oCr my journey to Italy for a year. Next Winter too, 
therefore, 1 slmll see you,* on the road thither. 'To mv (hnintry, since 


v.iuvr. iA.J UX' VUijX/VUtJ:; a Viaix E>iO 

April 1751-July 1753] 

(Ji'ftiul 118 1 can tlio Holy Fathorj with a more look in passing.’ ‘ Let this 
one, to which many miglit ho added, servo as sample of Sedative First, 
or the power and intoiitioii to bo off before long. 

In regard to Sedative Second, again; * * ‘The happiest circtim- 
stanco is, “I brought with mo all my Louis-Foiirtemth Papers and 
K.vcnrpts. I got from Leipzig, if no nearer, wliatovor Books are 
needed ” ; ’ and labour faithfully at tiiis immortal Production. Yes, day 
by day, to see growing, hy tlio cunning of one’s own right hand, such 
perennial Holomon’s-'romplo of a SHcle de Louis Quatorxe ; — which of 
your Kitigs, or truculent 'riglath-Pilcsors, could do that? 'I'o poor mo, 
oven in tlio Potsdam tompcKts, it is possible : what ugliest day is not 
beautiful that sees a stone or two added there ! — Daily Voltaire sees 
himself at work on his MMn, on those fine terms ; trowel in one hand, 
weapon of war in the otlior. And does actually accomplish it, in the 
course of this Year 17 dl, — with a great deal of punctuality and severe 
painstaking; which readers of our day, fallen careless of the suliject, are 
little aware of, on Voltaire’s behalf. Voltaire’s reward was, that he did 
rme go mad in that Berlin oloment, but had throughout a bower-anchor 
to ride by, ‘'Iho King of Franee contiiiuea me as Gontlonian of the 
(Ilmmbor, say you; but has taken away my Title of Historiographer P 
'niat latter, however, shall still bo my function. “My present inde- 
pendence has given weight to my verdicts on inattors. Probably I never 
could have written this Book at Paris.” A consolation for one’s exile, 
moil oii/iiid,'^ 

It is i)ropor also to observo that, besides shining at the King’s Suppers 
like no other, Voltaire applies himself honestly to do for his Majesty the 
mniili work reiiuirod of liim, — Unit of Vorso-corructing now and then. 
Two Specimens exist ; two Pieces criticised. Ode <iu,v I’russions, and The 
AH qf Wot: portions of that Uoprint now going on (‘to the extent of 
Twelve (, ’epics,’ — woo lies in one of them, most unexpected by this time 1 ) 
‘ fill Donjon du Dh/ltouu ’ ; — under benefit of Voltaire’s remarks. Which 
one reads curiously, not without some surpriso.” Surprise, first at 
Voltaire’s oflicial (idolity ; his frankness, rigorous strictness in this small 
duty : then at the kind of correcting, instructing and lossoning, that had 
been demanded of him by Iiis Koyal Pupil. More grammatical stylistic 
skin-deep work : nothing (or, at least, in these Specimens nothing) of 
attempt upon the interior structure, or the interior harmony oven of 
utterance : solely the Parisian niceties, graces, laws of poetic language, 

‘ To D’Aigcutal, ‘ Hcrliii, r^ith September, — Potsdam, isth October, 1750’ 
((iiuvKs, Ixxiv. 220, 2'?7). 

’ To Niece Denis [CKnvres, Ixxiv. 2,)7, etc. etc.), ‘28lli October 1750,’ and 
siibsripieiU dates. 

* III OinvffS de J'l/iifyic, x, 276-303. 


would fain be taught from the fountain-head ; — one wonaers nis 
Majesty did not learn to spell, which might have been got from a lower 
source !— And all this Voltaire does teach with great strictness. For 
example, in the very first line, in the very first word, sot before him : 

‘ l^nissiens, que la vateur condiiisil a la gloire/ so Friedrich had vrritteu 
(Ode aux Prussiens, which is Specimen First) ; and thus Voltaire criticises ; 
' The Hero here makes his Prussiens of two syllables ; and afterwards, in 
another strophe, he grants them three. A King is master of his favours. 
At the same time, one does require a little uniformity ; and the tens are 
usually of two syllables, as liens, SiUsiens, Autrichiens ■, excepting the 
monosyllables Men, rien' — Enough, enough 1 — A severe, punctual, pains- 
taking Voltaire, sitting with the schoolmaster’s bonnet on head ; ferula 
visible, if not actually in hand. For which, as appears, his Majesty was 
very grateful to the Trismegistus of men. 

Voltaire's flatteries to Friedrich, in those scattered little Billots •with 
their snatches of verse, are tlie prettiest in the world, — and ajjproaoh 
very near to sincerity, though seldom quite attaining it. Something 
traceable of false, of suspicious, feline, nearly always, in those soductivo 
warblings ; which otherwise are the most melodious hits of idle ingenuity 
the human brain has ever spun from itself. For instance, this heading 
of a Note sent from one room to another, — perhaps with ])iocos of an 
Ode aux Prussiens accompanying ; 


‘ Fbuj qv,i daignez me d 4 partir 
Lea /ruits d'une Muse divine, 

0 roi! je nepuia conaentir 
Que, sans daigncr m'en avertir, 
Voua alliez prendre nUdecine. 

'Et cocker vos 


‘ J e suia voire malade-n^, 

Et aur la caase et le a 6 ni 
Pat des noliona non oommunea. 
Nona aommea de mime miticrj 
Faut-il de mot voxta difier, 
honnea fortxtnes ? ’ 


Was there ever such a turn given to taking physic ! Still better is this 
other, the topic worse, — heemorrhoids (a kind of annual or periodical 
affair with the Royal Patient, who used to feel improved after) ; 

* * (Ten or twelve verses on another point ; then suddenly — ) 

‘ Que la veine himorroidale ‘ Quand powrai-jc d’un atyle honntte 

De M(re peraonne royalt Dire ; “Leonide mon hdros 

Ceaae de troubler le repos / Va tout axtssi Men que aa iUe ” / ’ • 

A kittenish grace in these things, which is pleasant in so old a cat. 

Smelfungus says : ‘ He is a consummate Artist in Speech, our Voltaire : 
that, if you take tlie word speech in its widest sense, and consider the 
much that can be spoken, and the infinitely more that cannot and should 
not, is Voltaire s supreme excellency among his fellow-creatures j never 


' In CBuvres de Frldlric, xxii. 283, 267. 


rivuliod (t<) my podr jiidfjment) nnywlioi-o boforo or siiioo, — nor worth 
riviilliiiff, if wn know it woll,’ 

Aiiolhcr flue cimiinHfcnnce is, that Voltaire has frequent 
leave of absenee ; and ii\ eifeet passes a great deal of his time 
altogether hy hiinsolf, or in his own way otherwise. What 
with I’l'icdrieh’s lleview Journeys and ihisinoss Circuits, eon- 
siderable sei)arati()ns do occur of themselves ; and at any 
time, Voltaire has hut to plead illness, which he often does, 
with ground and without, and get away for weeks, safe into 
the distance more or less remote. He is at the Marcjuisat (as 
we laboriously make out) ; at Berlin, in the empty Talacc, 
perhaiKs in Lodgings of his own (though one would prefer the 
ff'nilh uuithod); nursing his maladies, whieh are many; 
writing his Imhix (imilom:-, ‘ lonely altogether, your Majesty, 
and sad of humour,’ — yet giving his eosy little dinners, and 
niiming oul, prcitty often, if well invited, into the brillianeies 
and gaieties. No want of brilliant social life hero, which can 
shine, more, or less, nml a)>i)rcciate one’s shining. The King’s 
Suiiper-parties — Yes, and those, though the brightest, arc not 
tlu! oidy bright thing.s in our Polsdam-Berlin world. Take 
with you, visider, one or two of the then and there Chief 
higurcHi Voltaire’s I'ellow-playors ; strutting and fretting 
their hour on that Stage of Life. They are mostly not quite 
stnuigerH to yon. 

We know tlm sublime I’e.rpctual President in his red wig, 
and Huhliiiie Hupremaey of I’ure Science. A gloomy set 
figure i udeeLiiig the seiitontiouH, the emphatic and a com- 
posed impregnahilily,-- like the Jove of Seieiiee. With 
inmu’iisitii!s of gloomy vanity, not eoinprcssible at all times. 
I'Viedrieh always strove to honour his Perpetual President, 
and duly adore the Pure Sciences in him ; hut inwardly could 
not (piile manage it, though outwardly ho failed in nothing. 
Impartial witnesses confe.ss, the King had a great deal of 
trouble with Ids gloomings and liini. ‘Who is this Vol- 
taire?’ gloomily thinks the Perpetual President to himself. 

A fellow with a nimble Longue, that is all. Knows nothing 


wlmli'vt'r of I’liro Sfii-ncc-i, exivpt wluit fnu-tiun ur liufluri* 
he hiw hegm'cl or sloleu from mpelf. Ami liere i>< I he King 
of the world in rujjlure.N wilh him !’ 

V'olliiire from of old hud fuilhftilly done hin kowluos to thin 
King of the SeieneeK ; and, wilh a «ort of terror, had .sulfeml 
witii inemlitile {mlienee a givat deal from him. Hut ihert; 
eoinea an end to all thing.-*; VoUain-’w jmlienee not eseejiled. 
It lay in the fati*i that Mau|wrlui-* xhmdd hteadily neeunin- 
late, day after ilay, and now imm- than ever herelofoee, npon 
the HcnHilive V'oUairt-, Till, a« will he nei-n, the .-ensilive 
Voltaire eonld endun- it no longer; hnl had to exjdmle n]ion 
tluN big Ihilly (aeehlent lemling a sjiark); to go olV like a 
Ve.snvhm of eraeken*, fire-.-ierpeiilft and fthy roi-kel-i ; envelop 
the red wig, and nmeh else, in delirioni eonllagiation ; fiiul 
prodnee th(( eataslroplie of thi-i llerlin Drama. 

D'ArgeiiN, poor di.-e*olnte erefilnre, ifi the he.l of the hVi'in'Ii 
lot. He Ine* married, after ho many temporary marriages 
with Ael l■e.‘<Ke?l, one Aeln-'-i in pernmnem e, .Mainselle (oehoin, 
a patient kind being ; and nettled now, at Pot-alam heiv, into 
perfeelly eompoM-d hom*ehold life. lleallv love** J‘‘rinirieh, 
they Hay ; the only hVenehman of lln-m that doe-*, Ilan 
ahnndanee of light Hputlery wit, and I’roveneal lire and 
ingennily ; no ilhnalun* againit any man. .N’ever injure-t 
anybody, nor lies at all ahmil an\ thing. A gn-at friend of 
fine weather ; regrelH, (if hi» iidn-rilanees in rnivenee, ehielly 
one. item, and Ibis not overmvieli, the bright southern snn. 
Sits Khivering in winter lime, wrapping himself in more and 
more llannel, two tlre.ssing gownw, two nighteap.s ; loyal to 
this King, in good limes and iti evil. 

Was the King’s friend for thirty years ; hi-lpisl Heveml 
meritorions people to his Maje.sty’H notiee; and never did any 
man a misehief in that tpiarler. An ereet, guileless lignre ; 
very Udl ; with vivid eountemuiee, ehaolienlly vivitl ndnd ; 
full of bright sallies, irregular ingenuilii-s ; hatl a hot ll•m]ll•r 
too, whieh did not often run away wilh him, hut sometimes 
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did. He thrice made a visit to Provence, — in fact ran away 
from the King, feeling bantered and roasted to a merciless 
degree,— but thrice came back. ‘ At the end of the first 
stage, he had always privately forgiven the King, and deter- 
mined that the pretended visit should really be a visit only.’ 

‘ Reads the King’s Letters,’ which are many to him, ‘ always 
bareheaded, in spite of the draughts.’ ^ 

Algarotti is too prudent, politely egoistic and self-contained, 
to take the trouble of hurting anybody, or get himself into 
trouble for love or hatred. He fell into disfavour not long 
after that unsuccessful little mission in the first Silesian War, 
of which the reader has lost remembrance. Good for nothing 
in diplomacy, thought Friedrich, but agreeable as company. 

‘ Company in tents, in the seat of War, has its unpleasant- 
ness,’ thought Algarotti ; — ^and began veiy privately sounding 
the waters at Dresden for an eligible situation ; so that there 
has ensued a quarrel since ; then humble apologies followed 
by profound silence, — till now there is reconcilement. It is 
admitted Friedrich had some real love for Algarotti ; Algarotti, 
as we gather, none at all for him ; but only for his greatness. 
They parted again (February 1753) without quarrel, but for 
the last time ; “ — and I confess to a relief on the occasion. 

Friedrich, readers know fay this time, had a great appetite 
for conversation : he talked well, listened well ; one of his 
chief enjoyments was, to give and receive from his fellow- 
creatures in that way. I hope, and indeed have evidence, 
that he required good sense as the staple ; but in the form, 
he allowed great latitude. He by no means affected solemnity, 
rather the reverse ; goes much upon the bantering vein ; far 
too much, according to the complaining parties. Took 
pleasure (cruel mortal !) in stirring-up his company by the 
whip, and even by the whip applied to raws ; for we find he 
had ‘ established,’ like the Dublin Hackney-Coachman, ‘ raws 
for himself’; and habitually plied his implement there, when 

* Nicolai, Anekdoten, i. 11-75, etc. 

’ Algarotti Correspondence (CEuvrts de Fredfric, xviii. 86). 


HHUl tue suiu'iuig >, luuf ; in iTurt uj'ihuni. u, niitl 

go oil’ ill llif Mtlkn from (itiif to liim*. It is (rrluiti hr 
ronhl, cHiH't'iiilly in lii« yomigcr juit iip with n gmil. 

(It'til of ZfmYiimi, itigimioit« fuolrry uml rough tumhling, if it 
hiui imy hiutis to tumhlr on ; though vnlh ymr.i he Ih'toiiii* 
more siiturniur. 

Hy far hin rliirf Artiht in this kiiitl, imiml pro|H;rly the 
only one, wan Iji Mrllrii', wliom wi- onrt* .law traimimtly as 
ArinV'Surgi'ou at V'onlenoy : he is now out of all that lihmg 
out, with the (lugH at liin lu-ehl ; has Iwn wvfe in Berlin for 
three yearn jianl. Friiairieh not only loleralet the jioor mad- 
cap, hut lakiat Home pleaMire in him : nuuleap we Ray, though 
poor I<a Mettrie lind nmiarkalile gift-*, exulH-mnl laughter one 
of them, and was far from intending to la- mad. Not 
ZanyiHm, hut Wisdom of the highest nature, was what, lie 
drove at, unluckily, with open immth. and mind all in 
tumult. I.a .Mettrie had left the Army, Hoon after that hu.sy 
Fontmioy evening: (‘hivnlrmiH (irammont, his patron and 
protector, who had saved him from many scrapes, lav whot on 
the field. Iji Mettrie, niHhing on with mouth ojam and mind 
in tumult, had, from of old, Imen continually getting into 
Hcra[H:H. ttnorthodox to a tiegree ; tin* Sorhonne gna-dy for 
him long Nince ; Hiieh his audaeities in jirint, Ids heavy liits, 
boisterouH, (pii'/./ical, lugienl. And now he had wt to attack- 
ing the Medical Faenlty, to tpiiz/ing Medicine in hin wild way ; 
Doctor AHtnic, Doctor 'I’tuH and 'I'hat, of the lirsl eelelirity, 
taking it very ill. So that Izi .Mettrie htwi to demit; to 
get out of h’ranee rather in a hurry, lest worn* befell. 

He had Htudied at Iz-ydeu, under Bm-rhaave. lie had in 
fact coiiHiderahle mwlieal and other talent, had he not been 
so lunuiltnouH and open-moiilluH!. He (hnl to Ivcyden ; and 
shot forth, in safety there, his tiery darts upon Sorhonne and 
Faculty, at his own discrtitioii, which was always a viiiimum 
(piantity ; he had, hefore long, niiulc Iwydcn also too hot 
for him. His Books gained a kind of eelelirity in the world ; 
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awoke laughter and attention, among the adventurous of 
I’eadem ; astonishment at the blazing madcap (a hon (liable, too, 
as one could see) ; and are still known to Catalogue-makers, 
though, with one exception, L? Homme Machine, not other- 
wise, nor read at all. L Homme Machine (Man a Machine) is 
the exceptional Book ; smallest of Duodecimos to have so 
much wildfire in it. This Man a Machine, though tumultuous 
La Mettrie meant nothing but open-mouthed Wisdom by it, 
gave scandal in abundance ; so that even the Leyden Magis- 
trates were scandalised ; and had to burn the afflicting little 
Duodecimo by the common hangman, and order La Mettrie 
to disappear instantly from their City. 

Which he had to do, — towards King Friedrich, usual 
refuge of the persecuted ; seldom inexorable, where there was 
worth, even under bad forms, recognisable ; and not a friend 
to burning poor men or their books, if it could be helped. 
La Mettrie got some post, like D’Arget’s, or still more 
^ nominal; ‘readership’; some small pension to live upon; and 

i shelter to shoot-forth his wildfire, when he could hold it no 

( longer : fire, not of a malignant incendiary kind, but pleasantly 

1 lambent, though maddish, as Friedrich perceived. Thus had 

La Mettrie found a Goshen ; — and stood in considerable 
favour, at Court and in Berlin Society in the years now 
current. According to Nicolai, Friedrich never esteemed L.a 
I Mettrie, which is easy to believe, but found him a jester and 

' ingenious madcap, out of whom a great deal of merriment 

r could be had, over wine or the like. To judge by Nicolai’s 

authentic specimen, their Colloquies ran sometimes pretty 
; deep into the cynical, under showers of wildfire playing 

I about ; and the high-jinks must have been highish.^ When 

^ there had been enough of this Friedrich would lend his La 

Mettrie to the French Excellency, Milord Tyrconnel, to oblige 
his Excellency, and get La Mettrie out of the way for a 
while. Milord is at Berlin; a Jacobite Irishman, of blusterous 
Irish qualities, though with plenty of sagacity and rough 
I * AnckdoUn, vi. 197-227. 
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sense; likes I^i Metliic; luul is nut inucli u riivimtit,- will; 
Frieciricli. 

Tyreoiinel luul suiil, iiL finl, ulifii UnUit’uluieg, piiviili-U' 
from Friedrieh, came to aiiisull him, ' U hat lur, m imuiienl 
form, those “ lussistaniTS from the Mint (Huistian .Majesty," 
shonkl we vuikv Allituiee with him, tu your MMelleiiey piti' 
poses, aiui elmnce to he iittm-kiHl f" ‘ ' Mmi'lnt, n.Mis( mu-eft 

enough’ (emnneraling heverul); ‘mow im>il4ru, jri vhm i»o(« 
trompes, voiui sars ftriixh (if ymi dereive n«, ymi will Ihj 
squelched) !' ' ‘lie hud heen elum-ii for his uaigh tongue,' 
says Valori ; our French Conrl being piquetl at h'l iediieh luul 
his sarciisniH. Tyrconnel gives njileiuiid diimej’i ; Vultaiie 
often of them; does not love I’lit-Hhun, imr is lovetl hy it. 
Nay, I sometimes think a certain De futn Xtu tu-i iUr (tif whom 
hy and hy), hut do not know, may Ik- some htmgi v Attache 
of TyreonnePs. Hungry Attache, »hnl out from the divine 
Suppers and upper planetary movements, ami lednced to look 
on them from his cold hutch, in a thig like angry ami hungry 
manner? His Hying alhisioiiK to Voltaiie, '.am ( l-'i ieilnch's) 
fitpiclcUt; d'.l pdl/dii, skeleton «>f an Apollo,' amt the like, ate 
l)arking.s almost rabid. 

Of the military sort, ahoul this time, Keith amt Uotheii. 
burg ajipear most freipiently as guests or companions. 
UoLhenlnirg had a great ilcal of l-'i ii-drich's regartl : Winter- 
fold i.s more a practical ('mmsellor, and dm-^a not »hine in 
learned circles, as Uothenhmg may. A liery soltiier too, this 
llothenhurg, withal ; a man prolmhly of many talents and 
(lualitie.s, Uuuigh of di.stiiietly decipherahte there is next to no 
record of him or them, fie had a I’ansian Wife ; who is 
sometimes on the point of eoming with Nivve Denis to llertin, 
and of setting-np their two French households there; hut 
never did it, either ol them, to make an t'nele or a Huslmnd 
haiqiy. Ilolhenlmrg was hrwl a Catholic; 'he hendtsi the 
subscription for the famous “ Knlholim-y Kirrht" ’ m delight- 
ful to the Pope and lihernl t'hrislians in lho» year*; ‘hut 
’ Vulori, ii. ijo, ««, 
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never gave a sixpence of money,’ says Voltaire once : Catholic 
KirTc was g-ot completed with difficulty ; stands there yet, like 
a large washbowl set, bottom uppermost, on the top of a 
nai'rowish tub ; but none of Rothenburg’s money is in it. In 
Voltaire’s Correspondence there is frequent mention of him ; 
not with any love, but with a certain secret respect, rather 
inclined to be disrespectful, if it durst or could : the eloquent 
vocal individual not quite at ease beside the more silent 
thinking and acting one. What we know is, Priedrich greatly 
loved the man. There is some straggle of Correspondence 
between Friedrich and him left ; but it is worth nothing ; 
gives no testimony of that, or of anything else noticeable ; — 
and that is the one fact now almost alone significant of 
Rothenburg. Much loved and esteemed by the Ring ; 
employed diplomatically, now and then ; perhaps talked with 
on such subjects, which was the highest distinction. Poor 
man, he is in vei'y bad health in these months ; has never 
rightly recovered of his wounds ; and dies in the last days of 
1751, — to the bitter sorrow of the King, as is still on record. 
A highly respectable dim figure, far more important in Fried- 
rich’s History than he looks. As King’s guest, he can in 
these months play no part. 

Highly respectable too, and well worth talking to, though 
left very dim to us in the Books, is Marshal Keith ; who has 
been growing gradually with the King, and with everybody, 
ever since he came to these parts in 1747. A man of Scotch 
type ; the broad accent, with its sagacities, veracities, with its 
steadfastly fixed moderation, and its sly twinkles of defensive 
humour, is still audible to us through the foreign wrappages. 
Not given to talk, unless there is something to be said ; but 
well capable of it then. Friedrich, the more he knows him, 
likes him the better- On all manner of subjects he can talk 
knowingly, and with insight of his own. On Russian matters 
Friedrich likes especially to hear him, — though they differ in 
regard to the worth of Russian troops. ‘ Very considerable 
military qualities in those Russians,’ thinks Keith : ‘ imper- 


ij\i 

Uirlmlilv olu'difitt, [mliciit- ; «if ft Imtitlt tilirr, nmi ntv iH-nuti. 
fiiHv t(i your tuilt-r, on Ito- |iur«ulc or oil'.’ 

‘ I’tioh, nifi'i! ruhhi‘<h, «ii«t ihrr,' tlunk i I'‘rifiiut K n!vvnvt. 'I’o 
Mhifh Ki'ilh, unwilling to nigm* Imi long, will tuiiwi-r ; * WoH, 
it in po^silili* fnongh yonr Mnji -tv niny try thi-ni, »onu‘ iliiv ; 
if I inn wrong, it w ill In* nil tin* In tli-r I'or n«i ! ' Wliirh 
Frii'drich hml orm-iion to r<'nuinl)vr liy mul hy. Friwlrirh 
giTiitly rt‘''|UH’t.'> thin hitgufioin* g«-ntl<-nuni with thn hroiul 
lU’ront ; hin Itrotlu'r, tin* l^ntl Mnri-it hul, it now in hViutri' ; 
AmhiiN.tiulor nt I’nrin, niiuc Si-jttrtnlM-r 17,'>1 ' Lonl 

Aliu'i.st’hnl, n Jiu'ohiti', for I’lnttiim Ainlnntnilor in I’niit; 
Tyrctinnt'l, a .Inrohiln, for Kn-m h AmUn’-tiulor in Hrriin ! ' 
gnnnhit! Ihr F.itglinh, 

Kniviions nf I']vt'n(!t itiul Itutiitit'u'un, f’l fin Vi>lt,tiic hinwlfl in 

this Tiiiif ; uniir ur Irss iUutnimtiiir uhtn fn/ino/ In (htln 

IIi'iT, .Hi'lcctfil froiii moll-, inv n frw ' lin- ilii’t,' nut 
cliniring or (littrnctril, hnt iinflimtii- nil, nnii nliuk mth on it.t 
H[)il ; hlii'diling n fn-hlo glininn-r o\rr the iih\Mognoni\ of thotr 
Fiftt'i'ii I'niiginonn Montht, to nn ininginntion thnt it diligi’iil. 
Frivi'lioiml nttt'innrrt of \ idtnire- to Ininh irh nod olhfts (in 
tdiridgcd form, nhridgmi-nl iiulimtitl) ; Iho rmo t dntrt nrr 
oft(MU!Ht invlriovidily gom* ; Inil Ihr gliimm r of light in 
indi.'ipntnhlo, nil the niort' n.t, on Vollnni-’u |inil, it it imntiy 
invohinlury, (iionjiing nnd fwijociuv miitt hr othi-r than thnt 
of Tinm. 

Pottditm, 6th Jiwf 17, 'll. Kliijr U off on thsi t)«i FriMlmnt |«mmI ; 
Voltnlrn ftt INiUilnto, * nt whnt Utry rnll the, ^fnrr|,|lMtJ' hi , citn|ilnlci 
Molttiiilr, jimjinring (o ilio linlorn tooir, liU tiiino |Hitir 

trilli'H of .Srrilililiitjc, |iroiiffi of my lovn, .''irn : " ttmo I lOo wiliiary, wlipu 
you nrr not iil I’oUilniii, it wtnilil WH>in 1 «'«in« fur jiui only" (onto llist, 
your Miiji'hly)! • * ''Hut In rrtnro fi.r tins lioto sriil, 1 rniin'i 
tho Klxlli Cnuto of your Art" (Art tfr hi tiurrrr, nor of tlin Two juiiul 
aml-Hi-hooliiimitor '.S|iiH'litimi«‘ mmitioopd wIhopI; "1 tlm 

to Uui 'I’t'iiijilo of ,MnrN. It it for ymt, bIiiiib of iupii, Ik luiilil tlml 

* ' Ltll l‘olitl«iu jHih Aut;u)t ‘ (lUalcnlicA, l. rio). 


ronii)lo ; m it wiis for Ovid to Hiiiff of I^vo, and for riornce to gi^’6 an 
Art of I'oe.lry." (Laying it on ])ioUy thick 1 ) * * 

'I’hoii again, lator (after sovero atody, fonila in liaiid) ; “Siro, I return 
your Maji'aty your Six Ciuilos ; I Hurrendor at discretion {hti laisse carte- 
blnnchtt) on that (incstion of ‘ vicloire,' Tho whole Poem is worthy of 
you ; if I Iiad luado this Journey only to see a thing so unique, I ought 
not to rogrot niy tiountry.” * * And again (still no date): “Grand 
Dim! is not all that” (llititory of the Great liketor, hy your Majesty, 
which I am devouring with sucli appetite) ''neat, elegant, precise, and, 
nhovo all, philosophical 1 ” — ‘^Siro, you are adorahlo ; I will pass my 
(lays at your feet. Oh, never nmlco game of mo {des niohee) 1 ” Has ho 
hecn at that, say yon I ‘^''If tho Kings of Denmark, Portugal, Spain, 
etc. (lid it, I should not care a pin ; tlioy are only Kings. But you are 
tho grealost man that ])erliapB over lasigned.’’* 

Is on kiiiifl of riliscnri', near liij ; viiahes to bo catted again (No date). — 
"Siro, if you lil((( free criticism, if you tolornto sincoro praises, if you 
wish to perfect a Work" (Art do ta GuerrOf or some other us suhlimo), 
"which you alone in JOuropo aro capahlo of doing, you have only to bid 
a Ilormit como upHtairs. At your orders for all his life.” * 

In Ikrtin IMhu'.e 1 phme. don’t turn mn out ! (No (late) — * "Next 

to you, I lovo work and rotirmnont. Nobody whatovor complains of mo. 

I ask of your Majesty, in order to k(^ep unaltered the hajipincss I owe to 
yon, this favour, Not to turn ino out of the Apartment you (Udgned to 
give mo at Berlin, till 1 go for Paris” (always talking of that), "If I 
wore to leave it, they would put in tho (inxoltos that I" — Oh, what 
wouldn't they put in, of one that, helonging to King hVicdrich, lives ns 
It were in tho Disc of tho Hun, conspicuous to everybody 1 — "I will go 
out" (of tho Apartment) "when some Prince, with a Huite needing it to 
lodgo in, comes; and then th<( thing will her hononrablo. (Ihnsot” (gone 
to Paris) "has been talking '’---unguarded things of mol ‘'1 liavo not 
uttered tho least c.omplaint of Ohasot: I never will of Chasot, nor of 
those who have set him on ' (Mauporluis heliko) : ' I forgive evoiy- 
thing, 1 !'» 

Itothe.nhurg is HI; Votlairn has been to seo him ('Berlin, Idth,' no month ; 
year, too surely, ITfil, as we shall find 1 Letter Is in Verse). — "Liobor- 
kiihn was going to kill jmor Hothenhurg ; to send him off to Pluto, — for 
liking his dish a little; — monster Liehorklihn 1 But Doctor Joyous,” 
your r(iadcr, Di Mettri((,— led by, need 1 say whom? — "has brought him 
back to us (—think of Liohorldlhn’s solomn stare 1 Pretty contrasts, 


* In Giuvris de Feld<rie, xxli. 271, 273. 
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tlilirti', of KlllililiH' K>iiilvi'fi®iu, «iltl .''rnwi uii.lrr t!n> m^nk Ii( Fully. 
Mliy tiu' lui'iiiiitrlii.niitl \fiu" hffi-, iDiSc it, n.jinsil*! rfailpr, 

timt (it' " fill ilf Arfiij," i (ilii'ip • » 

Add till'd (n liny nr t«d alli’r ; Kitijf l">i hs-niMifliniilul td t-Minti t«i'iily 
miU'H, lint ildxiiiilM til kdiiwl: "Mri*, iu< di'tilit in/,lfrin 

jat/fti.!') liHK idfcrdird vimr M»ir*ty itiat whru »p iHftird. Uip I'aticHl wan 
Hl('('|iilijt; trniii|dil ; iilid Cullirniti*' aistiml no, iii l«tiliii, tlial tlipfii wn» no 
divllm'r. I kdiiiif dot ViUnt h«si jiai-wd mdrp, i'ul 1 am iwi •nadcd juiir 
Miiji'sty n|Hii(ivi*« my Jiiuriit<y" (<il' « »ttrrt tir twti), mmi ymi sjKiiik of 
it, tid'd ! 

tim’ii to nil hlffiiitoi t'lirti/ imif then 1 1"'* Nsn** Ivniut * * 

‘ Mtilltld) 'ryfcilddl'r tl'ti'ld It I'AH’tti lii I'a \t if<’) 'Unt idrlily Ilf fild* JwiiJiU 
at Imr limmi' nd nd cvt'iiiiiK ; iH'rliajm tmi miiiiy' imik’ i<f tliu Iir«t Iniiwt'is 
id lioi'lid, tliiM Ilf my Uird 'fj rinmipr®. wlitrli «ri ItPijupdl n dral). 
* ♦ ' MldlBdd' K"t ''I'ry WpH t)iriill|.;li liPf j>afl nf tfiiff«>i'>!;i,’!je' (id tlimai 
(lid ]llnyid'lid)( tillK'B Ilf (Ulfii): ' dpvrr nan® aitirsspa with (tni-ir PJPa,' 
liiiw idiidilil yiid ! 

" Ah til Miliifd ‘ryri'miiti'l, lip i» rii tuxSai# uf tlik,!>iti ttmli id 
rcnlily, Illld « tlinil^lll Idu'ili’riulK. " Up lia» « Hiltilriiepd Ol'i’rj'l pmialii" 
wiiy Ilf liilk : Odd 1 kdiitt' did wti«l Ilf It.mk wliiili iiiip fidiU di llip 
KiikIImIi, mill (liii'H dill uumlly Itiid Id jiprintn id liln ifadp, IVpiii'Ii 
'I' ruKi'dii'H |iliiyc(l at Urrlid, 1 1115 orlf taksidj [iurt ; «d Fd>,-ltsliiiiBd Ktuny 
Ilf k'nidfo tlu'ri' ; idriid|,;i> l•ifl'dm«l«dl•r• llirsp, bipu'I llmi Vp®, tlmt 

liillpr PKjipcinlly ; mid Milurd Mariarlinl imr I'ltieai iu Fmidy mth jmi! 
Wliii'li tliii HdKli"li di'lP, aiilkily, as » «p»llirr «>di|il<im 

At I'otttlnm, till) lifvlla of (Srnimiitri (Kti lUtp) • * n„ij Mrp, ndp 
Imi’t nlwnyn iipfpld'il mi lltp Hiimiml nf I'nidnsoua , hup is a diaii 'IIipip 
iii'o Hl('kid'f(i(r)i nlmiil ; 1 did idil tirmi,' «d bi1i1p!p'« hralilt in tlip«i' 
jiid'lM ; iiml llio m’nrlmlli' Itnmdur ttlm U is Pdiidu rnv lifp ipiidpra imp 
tl'uly, Ilf rtll that HTP Hll'k, tllp ait'krr.t I rtin nlianldlriy aludP fluid 
dl(ll‘did|.t tdl IdKllti My lidp (iidai p in llip dfi Piiaaty ’Jdpaaiirp III takidit 
lliii air. 1 lii'tliidli nip uf walkiiijf, amt tlraidif; mi lipud « llttlr, in 
yiiitr (liirili'iiH at I’litmlnm. I fam y ii ia n |iprddttrii iliiiift ; I jupupiit 
myHnlf, iiumiiiK ; - I Iiml Iiiikp iIphIb uf tltpimdipr#, »liii rUji ImivuiipU in 
iny Imlly, wlm fry /'i/rf, Siitr.iinrnt, mid t'rr A ny" fi</, Xifformritl. 
Thu lilngi nuilc liilpialily applt) I "And 1 tnkp In my liprU, as Anatnad* 
and .‘taxon* wmtiil ilci lipfiirn tlipiii. jmi pipr tridl, tlsut in 1 iiiio'* 

or Marcim-AlirpliiiM'H (i«rdp(i», a |Mmr iIpi ii nf a tMulioli IWi " In alnirt, 
it aliiill lie iiu'iidi'il.’ 

' 'll! IFAdd'llUl lllil ,U f II.VmiiB, Ulllr. 

* ffutvrat tia /-'rMni, nii, 
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Utm bean Imfmg it on too thick (No date; in Kem).—" Marcus 
Aurelius was wont to’’~(\Voll, we know who that is : AVlmt of Marcus, 

tiuui f) “ A curtnin lover of his (rhu-y ’* (still in verse) spoko " oiico, at 

tiuppor, of a magnanimity of Marcus's at which Marcus" (ilattory too 
tliiok) “rather gloomed, and sat quite silent, — which was another fine 
saying of ids ” (ends ven/a, shirts prose ) ; 

“ Pardon, Sire, some hearts that are full of yon ! 'J'o justify myself, 1 
dare supplicate your Majesty to give one glance at this Letter (lines 
pencil-marked), which has just ooino from M. do Chauvelin, Nephew of 
the famous Gurdu-des-Saeuux. Your Majesty cannot gloom at him, 
writing tlieso from the fulness of his heart ; nor at me, wlio " — Pooh ; 
no, tlion I Perhaps do you a niahe again, — poor restless follow ! ’ 

I’otsdiim Vuliwc. (No (iale) ; Hire, may I change my room? * * ” J 
ascend to your anto-cliamliors, to find some one hy whom 1 may ask per- 
mission to speak witii you. I And nobody ; I have to return : ” and 
what I wanted was this, “your protection for my .S'We/e de Louis Quutorxc, 
wliicli I am aliout to print in liorlin.'' Surely, — but also this : 

“I am unwell, I am a sick man horn. And withal I am obliged 
to work, almost as niiieh ns your Mnjosty. I jmsa tho whole day 
alone. If you would permit that 1 might sliift to tho Apartment next 
tho one I have,- -to that where (lonoral Ilrodow slept last winter, — 
I should work more commodiousiy. My Socrotary ((,'ollini) and I could 
work togotlior there. 1 sliould liavo a little more sun, which is a 
groat point for mo, — Only tho wliim of a sick man, perhaps ! Well, 
oven HO, your Majesty will have jiity on it. You promised to make 
me Imppy." * 

! suspect that I am suspected (No date). — “Sire, if I am not brief, 
forgive mo. Yesterday tlio faitlil'ul D'Argot told ino with sorrow that 
in Paris people wore talking of your Poem." Horrible; Imt, oli Siro, — 
mof— “I showed Iiim the eighteen Loiters tliat I received yesterday. 
'I'hoy are from radi/,,’’ all aliout Piiianco, no blabbing tlioro 1 “Permit 
mo to send yon now tho last six from my Niece, nnmbored liy her own 
hand" (no forgery, no suppression); “deign to cast your eyes on the 
places I have underlined, where she speaks of your Majesty, of D’Argens, 
of Potsdam, of D'Ammon" (to whom she can't Im Phyllis, innocent 
lioing) !■— il/oii c/wr Voltaire, must 1 again do some niche upon yon, tlion ? 
Tie some tin-canister to your too-Bonsitivo tail? VYliat an olomont you 


reviHod Kililitin vvliioli U >{rUini? i>riulr>l ' t-.s r^Xv.u! ‘ ; Ui 

UUImL ho, woU on ill V.dUlrr. : 

•‘I Imvu juhl hooii hrtiiiKitl to lo-.l oi^ -‘’s* Iwnsa, whuh rr.iuiro to 
Imptiw'il, in tho immo of A|Hdlo, m shm watrra .,j 
Itritriiiile U roi|uo»tiHl tit tti't-oiHtt n.ntuu'thor v>'*' ’*•** ^'*'0 K'ooltn 
to hriiii? hor, lltia (ivoiiiilif «t (ivo, £.< th» Fathor'a A j.*i to.Piil, 

J.uciim will ho lltorn; iitiil llio .V.i.-Aio« will In 

tho poor liifiitita tivrr tho Kolit." * 

Driijn lo tiiij \f / huiv uftmUti. * * " A« thoi, auto i.i mo from 1 ’r 
tlmt I mil III tli«K'«‘’'' ^ oatimally that )iiu w 

iIoIKII to H«y if 1 h«VO iliaploatml ill «livlhiii}j ! May go wrong 
igluiniili'o or from «vi'r-*r«l ; hot wUh my hoatt imvor' I liio in I 
profoiliKioat rotronl; '*’ ^i'olr "iv wtmlo" " Vtmr oiaiiriiiii 

oiu’.ii vouoliHnfoil " (fmiimia IhiroDii’iil of A»i*!oat thMi "J writo only 
my Nioco. I " (n pngo nioro of thio> h»vo my s.orowa ami morila. b 
fthnoliitoly no HiU'iu-o nt nil,* 'In tho gift of .spro, li Jm n tho in 

hrillhnil of nmiikiiiil,' aiiiil .'tniolftin),'ii!i . Imt in tho g>!t of .'tlloin o wl 

n (Infiriciif.y ! I'Vii'ilrirh will Imtr to il" thnt for l «o, it wmilit 

Utrlitl, llflf/l /Virillficr 1761 ■' J.«UU l>io</<>r»r ; Mfn< I'r :IH of U»thi‘l\Ul 

*()iir //mi* (Jmiforsr ia out, Hiil, lloatoin, »o*%, ymir .\|njo*ty 
I’irnln I’riiitor, nl Kmnkftirl on tiilor, liaa Iwu giong mi parallrl w 
iiHj till linn wlilUt ; luiil horo i« hi« tmil lilotfh i>f an K4»uoii on u 
loo! Hiolfolil,' fmitiwtio follow, ' lool pioof •l.oot* ; llsoltohl nont th 
to ft I’rofoHHor tlinro, though I ilmi't I’Uino Iliolfolit ■ roaolt Imi ov nir 
I’l'otMt iiKi, your Miiirsly ; Drdor nil wngmia, oo|w'. tally wngom 
(a'ijir.ig, to ho ntoppoil, to ho mmrttiptl. mill the lliaiko throw n out, 
codUi you hut ft Word I ‘ 

Quito ft Hiiiiplo thing: " All I’nioaln to the rtxwnie "" thlnh« an mil 
I’ropriftlor of Ihono I’ronf Bheeln Hot then, nenl lUy, lirmn t 
Uolhoiililirg In ilonti, 'Clint the nllout Uolhriitoug Iny <l)iug, while 
vmuil V'ollniro iviih writing lhe»o foolmra, to « King aimk In gr 
'*Utipoiit, ho norry, hn nnhnnied !" he »«ja to hiinw'tf; miit doM 
BlwUly try hut with Uuln nuri'enn ; Frankfort on Dder, with iu !l 
fold proof-Hhootn, nlill jniigling nloiig, rontrmptil.ly nudllde, for w 
timo.’ And iiflorwiinln, from Krttiikfurl miMnyit new amrow riaei 
UhI» Qualnrxf, nu will hn neeii. Friednrh'a gnef for Kt.thenhurg 
(loop Mid Hovovo ; • ho Imd vinitetl him that Inal night,' «»y the Jhm 
'mid (piitlod hi« hoiiHifle, nileiit. mnl nil in tmra.' U U mmnly wlm 
lllogi'iiphy tho iilloiit Hollionhurg now h«», 

* CKuvnt (/e /■rMn\-, x«ii. 'jt/,. • //■, j> ., 
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From the current Narratives, os they are called, renders 
will recollect, out of this Voltaire Period, two small particles 
of Event amid such an ocean of noisy froth, — two and hardly 
more : that of the ‘ Orange-Skin,’ and that of the ‘ Dirty 
Linen.’ Let us put these two on their basis ; and pass on : 

The Oraiige.-Skin (Potadtun, 2d September 1761, To Niece Denis). — 
Good nouvoiiH, man ei\f(int, wliiit 14 this I henr (through the great 
Dionysliia’-Ear I miiintniii, at such exponao to myself) ! * * 'La Mettrie, 
a man of no conHO(iuoncOj wlio talks familiarly with the King after their 
reading ; and witli me too, now and then : La Mettrie swore to me, that, 
apoaking to the King, one of those days, of my supposed favour, and the 
Iiit of jealousy it excites, the King answered him: "I shall want him 
still aliout n year ; — you a(iuo.e7.o the orange, you tlirow away the akin 
{on en jette I'lkorc.e ) ! " ’ Here is a pretty hit of babble (lie, moat likely, 
and bit of mischiovous fun) from l)r. Joyous. 'It cannot be true, No 1 
And yot — and yet — ?’ Words cannot express the agonising doubts, the 
queHtionings, occnsionally the horror of Voltaire : poor sick soul, keeping 
a DionyshiH'-Har to hoot 1 This blurt of Tjo Mottrie's goes through him 
like a shot of olootrlelty through an elderly sick Household-Cat; and he 
speakB of it again and over again, — though we will not farther. 

Dirty lAne.n (Potsdam, 2-lUi July 1762, To Niece Denis ). — * * 
'Maupertuis has discreetly sot the rumour going, that I found the 
King's Works very had ; tliat I said to some one, on Versos from the 
King coming In, "Will ho never tiro, then, of sending me his dirty 
linen to wnsli ?" You obliging Maupertuis 1' 

Rumour says, it was General Mannstein, onco Aldu 7 do-Camp in Russia, 
who Innl come to have his iVork on liuseui revised (oxcollont Work, 
oRon quoted by u» '), when the unfortunate Royal Verses came. Per- 
haps M. do Voltaire did say it: — why not, had it only been prudent? 
IIo really likes those Verses much more than I ; but knows well enough, 
tub roed, what kind of Versos they are. This also is a horrible suspicion ; 
that the King should hoar of this, — ns doubtless the King did, though 
wUhoul going delirious upon it at all.’ Thank you, my Perpetual 
President, not tlio loss ! — 

0/ Maupertuis, in sticcnssim Phases . — * * " Maupertuis is not of very 
engaging ways ; he lakes my dimensions harshly with his quadrant : it 

' Did get out at last, —in England, through Lord Marischal and David Hume : 
see Preftttt to it (London, 1760), 

’ ‘ To Niece Denis,’ dales as above ((Euvres </e I'o/laire, Ixxiv. 408, Ixxv. 17). 



, . , . 1 . , .'’5' .!'''^ I7S> 

k (mill Uii'ri' iMilcrit nmiu'UilHi; nf envy uitii Ini lintit. • » Btiuunvliut 

Htirlj' ({(’iitli'iiinii ; mil tmi utiridlili ' ; mij, tnitli to any, i-imsiilcriilily «t(nk 

lu'ri' " (iiMcs my n‘Ar(j;i'Htiil). 

* * “I I'liiliiri* Mnii|M'rlui», mil Itm iiiK’ I h'I’ii iiiilti to milli'ii him. hi 
itil I'lniiitrii'i tlmri' iiri' iiixuriuhlo iVlIciw#, with whom you uro iiiiliniol to 
!iv«, tliiiiijfh it in tlillii'iilt. Ho liB'i iii'vor fiirftUoii mn for" 'omitliiiff 
to dtei him,' ('to. 'At I’ftrU ho lm<t not tho Aroilomy of Mi'it>nrt'« into 
troiihlo, mill hiniw'lf into noitornl iliiliko (i/doi/ri ) ; thon rmno llik llorlln 
offer, "dhi Mouri, wlioii Mmiiiortiil'i inlloil to titko lonvo, ropt'iitoil 
Ihtil vorno of Virnil, AV tihi rri/iuimli coiiiiit him itini rujihln, h'loiirl 
minht liRVO whi»|i«'roil m mtu'h to hlmwlf ; hot ho wa» a mild Rovortdnn 
lord, »ml roinnwl in » K"*'!'*’ p'dilo mmiiior. I nwoitr to you, MmniortnlH 
ihu'H not, In IiIh n!nip " (the Aindoiny horo) " whoro, tJod ho tlmnkoil, 

I novi'i* no. 

"Ho hrw printed ti little I'amphlel on Happineii {.'>«r h Hun/inir) ; 
it ia very dry and miierohle. Ui-ndndii yoo of .\dverti»emenl« for 
thinna hint, «o |i(ior a rhanro of fimlinn them nnmn. nappinma i« 
not wiint he nivex to tlioxe who read him, to ihono wlio live witti him ; 
he ia not Iniohidf liappy, and would lie mirry that othero were" (to 
Nipee Ueni" thia). 

* * "A very »wm't life here. Madame" (.Madame d'ArnenUl, an 

oul«ldp party) : "it would have heen more ao, If .\lBO)ierlui« hud liked, 
Tlie wiali to pleaae, i« no part of hi« neoiiietrival alodtei , tlie proldeni 
of helnn 1 “ f*''*’ "itlii '* •'"l one he haa notved,"' Add llila 

Anei'dole, whirh in partly IVArnet'a, and worth rredit ; 

' V'oitnirp had dinner [mrty, .Mnnpertoia one of them : party allll in 
the drnwiiin room, dinner jn»l eominn "p " I'reaidenl, your Hook, 
Sur la liimtiaiir, hna niren mo pleamire,” auld ^‘o|luire, )oditely' (very 
politely, roiiaiderinn wlml we hare jn»l read) ; ' " niven me pleasure, 
a few oharorillea exeepted,of whieh we will talk lonether aome eveninK'" 
“ OliMPuritioa anhl MauperltiU, in a nloomy arhitrary tone: "‘riiere 
may he aiieh for you, .Monaieiir f“ Voltaire laid hla hand on the 
I’realdent'a ahmilder ' (yellow win ''Par hy), 'looked at him In Btleneo, 
with inany-lM inklinn naiety the lopmoat e*|ire«iini, Imt hy no 

mean# the sole one : " l’re«ident, 1 esteem you, Ja two* atlima, nwn 
IWsiiient : ymi are hrave j yon want war : »e will have it. Hot, In the 
mean while, let u« eat the Kinn'» rim»i meal." '* 

Frii'tlriflt’a Anawoni t.o theac \it|lniit‘ lu'ttfrw, if he wrote 

’ (Kotrrr <Ar 1 ’alhti‘t, Kmv. ppi, (.{(h .Stay 17SI, and l>tth Muf, li I 7 i; 3 , 
to the, D'ArncniaU j to Kine Items (fiih Novcmlwr 1750, and J^ili Aoyu ii 
1751), laxiv, asm jHs, 

* Duvernet MAitm oi him. alwarsl. n, lart. 
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any, are all gone. Probably be answered almost nothing ; 
what we have of his relates always to .s])ecific business, receipt 
of Louts Quator^c, and the like ; and is always in friendly 
tone. Handsomely kee[)ing Silence for Two ! Here is a 
snatch from him, on neutral figures and movements of the 
time : 

Frkdrich to WUhnlminn (November ITtb, 17B]). — *I tliink the Margraf 
of AiiHpftcb will not Imvo stayed long with you. IIo is not made to taste 
tlio Hwoots of society : his passiou for hunting, and tho tippling life he 
loads this long time, throw him out when ho eomes nmoiig reasoimhlo 
persons.' 

* * '1 expect my .Sister of Brunswick, with tho Duke and their 
oldest Girl, tho dth of next month,’ — to Carnival hero. ' It is seven 
years since tlie Queen (our Mamma) has soon her. Slio holds a small 
Board of Wit at Brunswick ; of which your Doctor,’ — (Doctor Suporville, 

Diitch-Fronolij whoso jioronnial merit now is, 'J’hat lio did not burn 
tVilhohnina’s Mmnirs, hut left thorn safo to posterity, for long contuvios), 

— 'of whlcli your Doctor is tlio director and oraclo. You would burst 
outright Into laughing when sho speaks of those matters. Hor natural 
vivacity and liaste lias not loft her limo to get to tho bottom of unything ; 
sho skips coiitiiiually from ouo sulijcct to tho other, and gives twenty 
doclsiouH ill a mliniU'.’ * 

Aluiut a montli heforo llothonhurg’s death, wliieli was so tragical to 
Friodricli, tlioro liad fallen out, willi ii iiidoous dasii of farco in it, the 
deatli of I.a Metlrio. Hero are Two Accoimts, Ity dilToront hands, — 
wlilcli rcprcHOiit to us an iuimensity of iuilddo in tho tiion Voltaire circle. 

Im Mettrlif dk».- 'rwo accoimts : 1*. King Friedrich’s : to Wilholniina. 

‘ 2Jat Novoiuher J7f>l. * * Wo have lost poor La Mottrio. Ho died 

for n piece of fun : ate, out of liantor, a whole phoasant-ple ; had a 

horrible indlgostion ; took It into his head to liavo blood lot, and con- 
viiico the Gonnnii Doctors that hleodliig was good in Indlgostion. But it 
Huccecdcd ill with him : ho took a violent fovor, which passed into 
putrid ; and carried him off. IIo is regretted by all that know him. Ho 
was gay ; lion dlidik, good Doctor, and very Imd Author : by avoiding to / 

read Ids Books, ono could matmgo to lio well content with himself.’* 

2 *. Vidlairo's: to Nieco Denis (not his first to hor): Botsdam, ‘ 

2'ltli Decmnlier 17f)l. * * 'No ond to my astonishniout. Milord , 


’ (Knvns dt MdMc, xxvii. i. 202 : — On Supcrville, see I’rciiss’s Note, 
til'd, 5 O. ’ (Euvres dt FvUirk, xxvii. i. 203 . 
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Tjrrcounel,’ always ailing (died here himself), 'sends to ask La Mettrie 
to come and see him, to cure him or amuse him. The King grudges 
to part with bis Reader, who makes him laugh. La Mettrie sets out ; 
arrives at his Patient’s just when Madame Tyrconnel is sitting down to 
table ; he eats and drinks, talks and laughs more than all the guests ; 
when he has got crammed (en a jusqu’au mertton), they bring him a pie, 
of eagle disguised as pheasant, which had arrived from the North, plenty 
of bad lard, pork-hash and ginger in it ; my gentleman eats the whole 
pie, and dies next day at Lord Tyrconnel’ s, assisted by two Doctors,’ 
Cothenius and Lieberkiihn, ' whom he used to mock at. * ♦ How I 
should have liked to ask him, at the article of death, about that Orange- 
skin ! ’ '■ 

Add this trait too, from authentic Nicolai, to complete the matter : 
‘An Irish Priest, Father Macinahon, Tyrconnel’s Chaplain’ (more power 
to him), ' wanted to convert La Mettrie ; he pushed into the sick-room ; 
— encouraged by some who wished to make La Mettrie contemptible to 
Friedrich’ (the charitable souls). ‘ La Mettrie would have notliing to do 
with this Priest and his talk ; who, however, still sat and waited. La 
Mettrie, in a twinge of agony, cried out, “ JSsus Marie 1 ” “Ah, voiu 
wild, enfin retourne d ces noms consoluteurs 1 " exclaimed the Irishman. 
To which La Mettrie answered (in polite language, to the effect), 
“Bother you !” and expired a few minutes after.’ “ 

Enough of this poor madcap. Friedrich’s Eloge of him, read to the 
Academy some time after, it was generally thought (and with great 
justice), might as well have been spared. The Piece has nothing noisy, 
nothing untrue ; but what has it of importance ? And surely the subject 
was questionable, or more. La Mettrie might have done without Eulogy 
from a King of men. 

* '*' ‘He had been used to put himself at once on the most familiar 
footing with the King’ (says 'rhiel)ault, unbelievable). ‘Entered the 
King’s apartment as he would that of a friend ; plunged down whenever 
he liked, which was often, and lay upon the sofas : if it was warm, took 
off his stock, unbuttoned his waistcoat, flung liis periwig on the floor 

— highly probable, thinks stupid Thie'bault ! 

‘The truth is,’ says Nicolai, ‘the King put no real value on La 
Mettrie. He considered him as a merry-andrew fellow, who might 
amuse you, when half-seas over (enlre deux vine). De la Mettrie showed 
himself unworthy of any favour he had. Not only did he babble, 
and repeat about Town what he heard at the King’s table; but he told 
everything in a false way, and with malicious twists and additions. This 
he especially did at Lord Tyrconnel, the then French Ambassador’s 

* CEuvres de Voltaire, Ixxiv. 439, 450. ’ Nicolai, Anekdoten, i. 20 ». 

* Thi^bault, v. 405 (calls him ‘La Miiherie' •, knows, as usual, nothing). 
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table, where at last he died.’* But could not take the Orange-skin along 
with him ; alas, no ! — 

On the whole, be not too severe on poor Voltaire ! He is 
very fidgety, noisy ; something of a piekthank, of a wheedler ; 
but, above all, he is scorbutic, dyspeptic ; hagridden, as soul 
seldom was ; and (in his oblique way) appeals to Friedrich 
and us, — not in vain. And, in short, we perceive, after the 
First Act of the Piece, beginning in preternatural radiances, 
ending in whirlwinds of flaming soot, he has been getting-on 
with his Second Act better than could be expected. Gyrating 
again among the bright planets, circum-jovial moons, in the 
Court Firmament ; is again in favour, and might — Alas, he 
had his Jellow-moons, his Maupertuis above all ! Incurable 
that Maupertuis misery ; gets worse and worse, steadily from 
the first day. No smallest entity that intervenes, not even 
a wandering La Beaumelle with his Book of Pensees, but is 
capable of worsening it. Take this of Smelfungus ; this 
Pair of Cabinet Sketches, — ‘hasty outlines; extant chiefly,’ 
he declares, ‘ by Voltaire’s blame ’ ; 

La Beaumelle. — ‘ Voltaire has a fatal talent of getting into quarrels 
with insignificant accidental people ; and instead of silently, with cautious 
finger, disengaging any bramble that catches to him, and thankfully pass- 
ing on, attacks it indignantly with potent steel implements, wood-area, 
war-axes ; brandishing and hewing ; — ^till he has stirrod-up a whole 
wilderness of bramble-busli, and is himself bramble-chips all over. M. 
Angliviol de la Beaumelle, for example, was nothing but a bramble : 
some conceited Licentiate of Theology, who, finding the Presbytery of 
Geneva too narrow a field, had gone to Copenhagen, as Professor of 
Rhetoric or some such thing ; and, finding that field also too narrow, and 
not to be widened by attempts at Literature, Mes Pensies and the like, in 
such barbarous Country, — had now’ (end of 1761) ‘come to Berlin ; and 
has Presentation Copies of Mes Pansies, ou le Qu’en dira-t-on, flying right 
and left, in hopes of doing better there. Of these Pen,sdes (Thoughts so- 
called) I will give but one specimen ’ (another, that of ‘ King Friedrich a 
common man,’ being carefully suppressed in the Berlin Copies, of La 
Beaumelle’s distributing) : 

“There have been greater Poets than Voltaire ; there was never any 


* Nicolai, Aneidoien, i. ao. 



BO weu recompensea : anawnyr Because l aste \gout, inclination; sera 
no limits to its recompenses. The King of Prussia overloads men of 
talent with his benefits for precisely the reasons which induce a little 
German Prince to overload with benefits a buffoon or a dwarf.” i Could 
there be a phenomenon more indisputably of bramble nature ? 

‘ He had no success at Berlin, in spite of his merits ; could not come 
near the King at all ; but assiduously frequented Maupertuis, the flower 
of human thinkers in that era, — who was very humane to him in con- 
sequence. " How is it, O flower of human thinkers, that I cannot get on 
with his Majesty, or make the least way ?” “ H^las, Monsieur, you have 
enemies ! ” answered he of the red wig ; and told La Beaiimelle (hear it, 
ye Heavens), That M. de Voltaire had called his Majesty’s attention to 
the Pens6e given above, one evening at Supper Royal; “'heard it my- 
self, Monsieur — husht !” Upon which — 

‘ “ Upon which, see, paltry La Beaumelle has become my enemy for 
life ! ” shrieks Voltaire many times afterwards : “ And it was false, I 
declare to Heaven, and again declare ; it was not I, it was D’Argens 
quizzing me about it, that called his Majesty's attention to that Pensie of 
Blockhead La Beaumelle, — you treacherous Perpetual President, stirring- 
up enemies against me, and betraying secrets of the King’s table.” 
Sorrow on your red wig, and you ! — It is certain La Beaumelle, soon 
after this, left Berlin ; not in love with Voltaire. And there soon 
appeared, at Frankfurt-on-Mayn, a Pirate Edition of our brand-new 
Sikle de Louis Qualorxe (with Annotations scurrilous and flimsy) ; — La 
Beaumelle the professed Perpetrator ; “ who received for the job 71. 10s. 
net !”* asseverates the well-informed Voltaire. Oh, M. de Voltaire, and 
why not leave it to him, then ? Poor devil, he got put into the Bastille 
too, by and by ; Royal Persons being touched by some of his stupid 
footnotes. 

‘ La Beaumelle had a long course of it, up and down the world, in and 
out of the Bastille ; writing much, with inconsiderable recompense, and 
always in a wooden manner, worthy of his First vocation in the Geneva 
time. “ A man of pleasing physiognomy,” says Formey, “ and expressed 
himself well. I received his visit 14th January 1762,”— to which latter 
small circumstance (welcome as a fixed date to us here) La Beaumelle’s 
Biography is now pretty much reduced for mankind. ^ He continued 
Maupertuis’s adorer ; and was not a bad creature, only a dull wooden 
one, with obstinate temper. A Life of Mauperluis of his writing was sent 
forth lately,^ after lying hidden a hundred years : but it is dull, dead, 
painfully ligneous, like all the rest ; and of new or of pleasant tells us 
nothing. 

* (Euvns de Voltaire, xxvii. 220 «. ’ Ibid, xxvii. 219, 236. 

* Formey, ii. 221. * Vie de Maufertuis (cited above), Paris, 1856. 
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'IliH oiiinity to M. do. Voltaire did prove perpetual: — a bramble that 
mifflit have been dealt with by fuigera, or by fingers and scissorsj but 
could not by axes, and their hewing and brandishing. ‘"This is the 
ninety-fifth anunyinouH calumny of La lleaumollo’s^ this that you have 
sent me ! " says Voltaire once. The first stroke or two had tom tlie 
bramlilo ([uite on end ; “lie says he will pursue you to Hell even,” writes 
one of tile I'oltah-e kind friends from Frankfurt, on tliat 74 10s. business. 
“A f Jiti/'fr f " answers M. do Voltaire, witli a toss: ‘'Well, I should 
tliink so, ho, and at a good rate of Hjioed. lJut whether lie will find 
nof tliero, must lie a nuestion!** If you want to luive an insignificant 
ai'cidonlal fellow troulile you all your days, this is the way of handling 
him when ho first catches liold.’ 

A/M (iti J’rades . — ‘Do Prados, “Aliiid do Pradea, lloador to the King,” 
Ihougli hajipily not an enemy of Voltaire’s, is in some sort La Boaumellc’s 
counterpart, or lirotlior with a dilTcronco; concerning whom also, one 
H'anlH only to know Iho exact date of his arrival. As La Bcaumelle felt 
too Htrait-llod in llie tioneva vestures (where it had been good for him to 
adjust liimHolf, and slay) ; so did Do Prados in the Sorbonno ditto, — and 
ImrsVout, on taking Orders, not into eloquent Preachings or edifying 
Dovotional ICxercises ; but into loud blurts of mere heresy and hetorodoxy. 
Blurts which wore very loud, and I believe very stupid; which failed of 
lieliig Hublime even to the Philusophle world ; and kindled the Sorbonno 
into burning his Book, and almost burning himself, hud not ho at once 
run for it. 

' Ban to Holland, and there continued blurting more at large, — 
decidedly stniiid for most part, thinks Voltaire, “but with glorious 
Passages, wortli your Majesty’s attention;” — upon which, D’Alembert 
too helping, jioor Do Prados was invited to the Keadorship, vacant by 
Iji Mellrie's eagle,-]do ; and camo gladly, and stayed. At what date? 
one orciiHionally asks: Air tlioro are Royal Lottors, dateless, but written 
in his hand, tliat raise suoli (luostion in the utter dimness otherwise. 
Date is 'Boiitember 17 ( 1 * 4 .’* Farther question one does not ask about 
Do Prades. Ratlior an emphntio intrusive kind of follow, I should guess ; 

■wrote, ho, not Friedrich, that AhrUIgmmil qf Plewy's Ecclesiastical 
lIMory, and otlior tlio like dreary I’io.cos, which used to ho inflicted on 
mankinil as Friedrich's. 

' Fur tlio rest, imviiig jilaco and small pension, — not, like La Beaumollo, 
obliged to pirate and aiinolato for 74 lOji.,— bo wont on steadily, a good 
while ; got a (.'nnoiiry of Dlogau’ (small Catholic bonefice, bad if it was 
not bolter tliaii its now occupant) ' and unluckily, in tlio Sovon-Yoars- 
\Var time, fell Into treusonous Corrospondonco with his Countrymen ; 

' I’rcuss i. 368; ii, 115. 


But no, not fatal, 


which it WM feared might be fatal, when found out. , 

Friedrich did lock him in Magdeburg for gome months ; then let him 
out : “ Home to Glogau, sirrah ; stick to your C'anonry henceforth, and 
let us hear no more of you at all ! ’’ Which shall be his fate in these 
pages also.' 


Good, my friend ; no more of him, then ! Only recollect 
‘September 1762,’ if dateless Royal Letters in De Prades’s 
hand turn up. 


CHAPTER X 
DEMON NEWSWRITER, OF 1752 

It must be owned, the King’s French Colony of Wits were 
a sorry set of people. They tempt one to ask, What is the 
good of wit, then, if this be it? Here are people sparkling 
with wit, and have not understanding enough to discern what 
lies under their nose. Cannot live wisely with anybody, least 
of all with one another. 

In fact, it is tragic to think how ill this King succeeded in 
the matter of gathering friends. With the whole world to 
choose from, one fancies always he might have done better ! 
But no, he could not ; — and chiefly for this reason : His love 
of Wisdom was nothing like deep enough, reverent enough , 
and his love of Esprit (the mere Garment or Phantasm of 
Wisdom) was too deep. Friends do not drop into one’s 
mouth. One must know how to choose friends ; and that of 
esprit, though a pretty thing, is by no means the one requisite, 
if indeed it be a requisite at all. This present Wit Colony 
was the best that Friedrich ever had ; and we may all see how 
good it was. He took, at last more and more, into bantering 
his Table-Companions (which I do not wonder at), as the 
chief good he could get of them. And had, as we said, 
especially in his later time, in the manner of Dublin Hackney- 
Coachmen, established upon each animal its raw ; and makes 
it skip amazingly at touch of the whip. ‘ Cruel mortal ! ’ 
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thought his cattle : — but, after all, how could he well help it, 
with such a set ? 

Native^ Literary Men, German or Swiss, there also were 
about I'l’icclrich’s Gourt : of them happily he did not require 
enprit ; but put them into his Academy ; or employed them 
in practical iuuctions, where honesty and good sense were 
the qualities iieocled. Worthy men, several of these; but 
unmemorahle nearly all. We ivill mention Sulzer alone, — 
and not for Thenrkx and PhUoxophia of ike Fine Arts^ (which 
then had their multitudes of readei’s); but for a Speech of 
Friedrich’s to him once, which has often been repeated. Sulzer 
has a line rugged wholesome Swiss-German physiognomy, both 
of lace and mind ; and got his admirations, as the Berlin 
line'll lilnir that then was : a Sulzer whom Friedrich always 
rather lilced. 

Friedrich had imulo him School In.s[»ector ; loved to talk 
a little with him, about business, were it nothing else. ‘Well, 
Monsieur Sulzer, how are your Schools getting onP’ asked 
the King one day,-- - long after this, but nobody will tell me 
exactly when, though the fact is certain enough: ‘How goes 
our Fdueation hu.sinessP’ ‘Surely not ill, your Majc.sty ; and 
much better in late years,’ answered Sulzer. — ‘ In late years : 
whyP’ ‘Well, your Majesty, in former time, the notion being 
that mankind wore naturally inclined to evil, a system of 
severity prevailed in schools: hut now, when we recognise that 
the inborn inclination of men is rather to good than to evil, 
schoolmasters have adoiited a more generous procedure.’ — 
' Inclination rather to good P ’ said Friedrich, shaking his old 
head, with a sad smile: ‘Alas, dear Sulzer, Aehf mein lieher 
Suh.e!\ I see you don’t know that damned race of creatures 
(A’r kennt niehi illexe verdammte Face) as I do !’® I-Iere is a 
speech for you ! ‘ Pardon the King, who was himself so 

* Alls’ditf.lne 'J'/ieorif. dcr Achonen A'iinste, 3 voll. ; etc. etc, 

Niciiliii, lii, a/.i ! tliK tiling appears to have been said in French ('Je mis 
hitn, moil liar Suker, (/ue, voiis tie connaissea pas, comme mot, cette race matuHte 
() hijiielle mils appurtemiis ’) ; lutt tlie (ierman form is irresistibly attractive, 
iiiid is iiiiw heard proverbially from time to time in certain mouths. 
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iKMtff'u'i'nl tuitl a Kiiiif ! * cry Milifui' nf llx* 

I'oscjiink tvjH' ‘I’lu'i jiirn-til I'.iltliir, fur hit tlmri', will Rt 
oiu'f tui'j^ivc; hut how tail hr rvrr /iiifjrl ' 

' l*iThH|w I tuittnkr,’ (mni \ tihfiirr, in hit l*at»|ni(uuir of r 
Vif I'rirrf, ' hnl il srrnit to lur, nt thi -,c SujijK-fn tln-ir wii.t 
r gn'ttt tlrnl of rtpr U in-al wit nnd hrillnnu v ) K'*ing, 'I’lu' 
Kiitjj; Imii it, ttitil nimh’ othrrt hmr ; nnd, wint it c’stinor- 
tlitmrVi I lU'vrr frit nntrif to fn-t- nt tin\ tuhlr.' M'mnrt'tii" 

tiuii niott jilrntrtnt,' tinolhri', ' iinct intliiirtivr, 

nniiimtril ; nol to lir nmlrhrd, I thonhl fon-vi, dtruhrir in 
Uu' worUi,' * Very t|inj^lilly jit«li i-,i Rod ti fund of ^'inui 
nrimr, R hutit of jirnctiialit v Riid fio ), in-n-.iim to hr in il 
wilhnl; llum^h otlin witr it rnn fimtn o\t-i lif toinc 1 41 Mrtliir 
hr thrif, and « fjond drnl of Rior in liiml (o vrrv 
liri^jld-t, 

A Di'iiuitt ,\V(i t.'r> «/( » i/n * Itlm’ tif ' I't u ttuh , •iitr//i^’'i/i/r 

(ti the Ahiou in J\ii<^hiitA unit clttuhtif 

I’nirtindly, I run add only, 'I hit! Iln-tr tnn|M-rt ,,i' ihr j'ikU 
hi'i'in ronnnoidy ul Indf [mtl rij^lit |‘ ( ‘om n I jotl tun’); 
iitul Inti till towiuilt ntidiii);til, not Itiln' 1 oiunnndiv, nt 
Uu; Kin^ nnitt lir u[i nt fur {in Sinnnirr tinn- nt foin l, nod 
* ni‘rd» hrlwrrn fi\r ninl Imnrt of tlrrj) ' Or would thr 
rnulrr rnvr to rontnll n I’irir f>i[irrttlv tif.tlin}'. on idt lln-r 
|ioinlt ; kimi of Manu.titipl St u fjt.ijHi, fnllni nilti on Imndt, 

wliirh '■rnnt Jo hn'r hud 11 wiilith riiinlnt ion in d i duv.' I 

liuvr nirl with 'Two (’o|jiit of it, in ihii (‘tniiiliv onr of 
thrill, to n[i[irnrnni r, otn’r tin- iiioju-itv of (!roi}.o' Sdwui. 
'fill' other it ninons; thr Holiinton i ■ ilonlilli -K, vny 

hu’ulrnt to lloliinton, who it now lonof in I‘‘.n);lnnd, Inil 

rmirndiert nmny n tliinjt. ■Indginj' IVoin ^loiont n\nijitomt, 
1 could f^nrts ihit aih. to Inur lui-n unnh nhout, in the 

' llielWil, f.ttlHi ; Vtiluitr, i't* I'tttJi. 

• '/«/<'# i/z/n /VriiSiitir, ,tt /.I MttMittt 4t I'llr/, tl Ji :.I t'.'W .n A'.>i Jt I'runt 
iuin 175 ^'* tn iht* A\*AoO0n /’.l//, : (tutr I,,iw m tltr r«otn!t Mttartini. 
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I'jiiffliHh Avistocvatic Circles of that time ; and to have, in 
some meaHure, given said Circles tl\oir ‘Idea’ (as they were 
pleased to reckon it) of that wonderfiil and questionable King: 
— highly distracted ‘Idea’; which, in diluted form, is still 
tlic staple English one. 

lly the label, Denton Nansroriicr, it is not meant that the 
Author of this ))oor Paper was an actual Devil, or infernal 
Spiritual Essence of miraculous spectral nature. By no means! 
Beyond doubt, he is some poor P'vcnchman, more or less 
delinable as ilesh-and-blood ; gesturing about, visibly, at 
Berlin in 1752; in cocked-hat and bright .shoe-buckles; 
grinning elaborate salutations to certain of his fellow-creatures 
there. Possibly .some hungry AUnrIic of Milord Tyreonners 
Legation ; fatally shut-out IVom the beatitudes of this bar- 
barous Court, and willing to seek solaccinent, and turn a 
dishonest penny, in the fcr-conlni course? Who he is, we 
need not know or care : too evident, he has the sad (juality 
of transmuting, in his dirty organs, heavenly Brilliancy, more 
or le.sH, into infernal Darkness and Hatefulncss ; which I 
reckon to have been, at all times, the principal function of 
a Devil ; - •function .still carried on extensively, under Firms 
of anothei' title, in this world. 

Some snatches avc will give. For, though it does not much 
concern a Man or King, stmionsly busy, what the idle outer 
world may see good to talk of him, hi.s Biographers, in time 
subseiiucnt, are called to notice the matter, as ])art of Ids 
Infe-clcment, and characteristic of the woi'ld he had round 
hin\. l'Viedrich’.M ad'airs were much a wonder to his con- 
temporaries. I'lsja'cially his Domesticities, an item naturally 
obscure to the outer world, were wonderful ; .sure to be 
commented upon, to all lengths; and by the unintelligent, 
first of all. Of contemporary mankind, as we have some- 
times said, nobody was more lied of : — of which, let this of 
the Demon Newswritcr be oxam])le, one instead of many. 
'The Demon Newswritcr. derivimr oiilv from outside gossiu 


are mthin reach of an inquisitive Clerk of Legation. Wrong 
often enough, even in regard to external particulars, how 
much more as to internal and will need checking, as we 
go along. 

Demon speaks first of Friedrioli’s stature, 6ft. 6in. (as we know better 
than this Demon); ‘pretty well proportioned, not handsome, and even 
something of awkward (gaitc/w), acquired by a constrained bearing (head 
slightly off the perpendicular, acquired by his flute, say the better- 
informed). ‘Is of the greatest politeness. Fine tone of voice,— fine 
even in swearing, which is as common with him as with a grenadier,’ adds 
tliis Demon ; not worth attending to, on such points. 

‘ Has never had a nightcap ’ (sleeps bareheaded ; in his later times, 
would sleep in his hat, which was always soft as duffel, kneaded to 
softness as its first duty, and did very well) : ‘ Never a nightcap, 
dressing-gown, or pair of slippers ’ (true) ; ‘ only a kind of cloth cloak 
(not quite), ‘mncli worn and very dirty, for being powdered in. Tlie 
whole year round he goes in the uniform of his First Battalion of 
Guards blue with red facings, button-holo trimmings in silver, fi'op 
at the inner end ; his coat buttons close to the shape ; waistcoat is plain 
yellow’ (straw-colour); ‘hat’ (three-cornered) ‘has edging of Spanish 
lace, white plume’ (horizontal, resting on the lace all round) : ‘ boots on 
his legs all his life. He cannot w.alk with shoes ’ (pooh, you — !). 

‘ He rises daily at five : ’ — No, lie doesn’t at all ! In fact, we had 
better clap the lid on this Demon, ill-informed as to all these points ; 
and, on such suggestion, give the real account of them, distilled from 
Preuss, and the abundant authentic sources. 

Preuss says (if readers could but remember him) : ‘ An Almanac lies 
on the King’s 'Table, marking for each day what specific duties the day 
will bring. From five to six hours of sleep : in summer he rises aliout 
three, seldom after four ; in winter perhaps on hour later. In his older 
time, seven hours sleep came to he the stipulated quantity ; and ho would 
sleep occasionally eight hours or oven nine, in certain medical predica- 
ments. Not so in his younger years ; four a.m. and five, the set hours 
then. Summer and winter, fire is lighted for him a quarter of an hour 
before. King rises ; gets into his clothes : “stockings, breeches, boots, 
he did sitting on the bed ” (for one loves to be particular) ; the rest in 
front of the fire, in standing posture. Washing followed ; more com- 
pendious than his Father’s used to be. 

‘Letters .specifically to his address, a courier (leaving Berlin, 9 r.M.) 
had brought him in the dead of night : these, on the instant of the 
King’s calling “ Here !” a valet in the antechamber brought in to him. 
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to lio rolul while liiu liair was boiii^r done. IIIh uiiil’orm the King did 
not lit imco put on ; but got into a Casaquin’ (loose article of the dressing- 
gown kind, only shorter than ours) ‘of rich stuff, soinotimos of velvet 
with precious silver oinbroiderios. These CasiKiuins wore commonly sky- 
blue (which colour he liked), presents from his Sisters and Nieces, 
la'tters hciiig glanced over, and hair-club done, the Lifeguard General- 
Adjutant hands-ln the Potsdam Iloport (all strangers that have entered 
Potsdam or left it, the principal item): this, with a IJorlin Iloport, 
wlilch had come with the Letters ; and what of Arniy-lleiJorts had 
arrived (Adjutant-Gonoral delivering these), — wore now glanced over. 
And HO, by five o’clock in the summer morning, by si.\ In the winter, 
ono secs, in the gross, what one’s day’s-work Is to bo ; the miscellaneous 
utont's of it arc now mostly hero, only mortar and walling of them to bo 
thought of. Gonornl-Adjutant and his affairs are first settled : on each 
thing a word or two, which the (limoral-Adjutant (always a highly 
confidential Olllcer, a Ilacko, a Wintorfeld, or the like) pointedly takes 
down. 

‘General-Adjutant gone, the King, in sky-blue casniiuln’ (often in 
very faded condition) ‘ steps into his writing-room ; walks about, reading 
his Lotlors more complutoly ; drinking, first, several glasses of water ; 
then colfen, perhaps three cups with or without milk ’ (likes coffee, and 
very strong). ‘ After cull'eo he takes his flute; steps about practising, 
fiinlasying i lie has lieon heard to say, speaking of music ami its effects 
on the soul, 'I'luit during thiu fiintasying ho would got to considering 
all manner of things, witli no thought of what ho was playing; and 
that somelimcB oven tlio luckiest ideas about ImsincHs-mattors have 
occurred to him wldlo dandling witli the flute. Sauntering so, ho is 
gradually breakfasting withal : will eat, intermittently, small chocolate 
cakes ; and after his coffee, cherries, figs, grapes, fruits in tlieir season' 
(very fond of fruit, and has eluhoriile liot-liousos), So passes the carlj 
morning. 

‘ Itetween nine and ten, most of one’s idau-work lieing got through, 
the (lueslums uf Uie day are settled, or laid liold of for settling. IJetwoou 
nine and ten, King lakes to rending the “ I'Ncoi'ids "’ (I suppose, of the 
more Intricate or leiigtliior things) ‘of Vusterdiiy, wiiich his three 
Ciihinet lltttliH' (Clerk lOiclmi mul Ihe otlier Two) ‘ hiivo jiroparod for 
him. King HnmmoiiH those three, one after tlio other, according to their 
Doparlmont; hands them the Letters just road, tlie IC.vcerpts now decided 
on, and signifies, in n minimum of words, what tlio answers are to lie, — 
Clerk, always in full dress, llstouing with hoth Iiis ears, and pencil in 
liiind. May have, of Answers, Caliincl-Ordcrx so-called, perliops a dozen, 
to 111! ready with heforo evening,' 

' ‘ 111 a ccrliiiii Copy or Final- KegisUw Hook’ (Herr rieuss’a Windfnll, of 
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regimental coat; has his hair touchcd-off with pomade, with powder; and 
is buttoned and ready in about five minutes ready for Parade, which is 
at the stroke of eleven, instead of later, as it used to be in Papa’s time. 
If eleven is not yet come, lie will get on horseback ; go sweeping about, 
oftenest with errands still, at all events in the free solitude of air, till 
Parade-time do come. The Parole’ (Sentry’s-uiord of the Day) ‘he has 
already given his Adjutant-General. Parole, which only the Adjutant 
and Commandant had known till now, is formally given out ; and the 
troops go through their exercises, manoeuvres, under a strictness of 
criticism which never abates.’ “ Parade he by no chance ever misses," 
says our Demon friend. 

‘ At the stroke of twelve,’ continues Preuss, ‘ dinner is served. Dinner 
threefold ; that is, a second table and a third. Only two courses, dishes 
only eight, even at the King’s 'I’able (eight also at the Marshal’s or second 
Table) ; guests from seven to ten. Dinner plentiful and savoury (for the 
King had his favourites among edibles), by no means caring to bo splendid, 
— yearly expense of threefold Dinner (done accurately by contract) was 
1 , 800 /.’ Linsenbarth we saw at the Third Table, and how he fared. 
‘Tlie dinner-service was of beautiful porcelain; not silver, still less 
gold, except on the grandest occasions. Every guest eats at discretion,' 
— of course ! — 'and drinks at discretion, Moselle or Pontao’ (kind of 
claret) ; ‘ Champagne and Hungary are handed round on the King’s 
signal. King himself drinks Bergerac, or other clarets, with water. 
Dinner lasts till two ; — if the conversation be seductive, it has been 
known to stretch to four. Tlie King’s great passion is for talk of the 
right kind ; he himself talks a great deal, tippling wine-and-wnter to the 
end, and keeps on a level with the rising tide. 

' With a bow from Majesty, dinner ends ; guests gently, with a little 
saunter of talk to some of them, all vanish ; and the King is in his own 
Apartment again. Generally flute-playing for about half an hour ; till 
Eichel and the others come with their day’s work : tray-loads of Cabinet- 
Orders, I can fancy ; which are to be “ executed," that is, to be glanced- 
through, and signed. Signature for most part is all ; but there are 
Marginalia and Postscripts, too, in great number, often of a spicy biting 
character; which, in our time, are in request among the curious.’ tierr 
Preuss, who has right to speak, declares that the spice of mockery lins 
been exaggerated ; and that serious sense is .always the aim both of 
Document and of Signor. Preuss had a windfall ; 12,000 of these Pieces, 
or more, in a lump, in the way of gift; which fell on liim like manna, — 

wluch infrh), ‘entitled Kabinetsordenkopialbuch, of One of the three Clerks, 
years 1746-1752’ there are, on the average, ten Cabintt-Orders d.aily, Sundays 
included’ (Preuss, i. 352 n.). 


ftiul led, il is Hiiid, to those h'riodrioh studios, cxteimivo faitliful tiuiivry- 
iiij<s ill tlmt viwt wildcrnoHH of sliding shinglo and chaotic boulders. 

‘Coirco lollowa this doHpntch of Kiclud and Consorts; tho day now 
one’s own.' ScanduUms rumours, jirosu and verso, connect tlioinaolvos 
with this luirtioular epoch of tho dnj' ; which appear to ho wliolly lies. 
Of which prOHOntly. ' In this nfter-diimor period full tho literary 
lalioiirs,’ says I’rouHs : — a facile pen, this King’s ; only two hours of an 
allernoon allowed it, instead of all day and tho top of tho morning. 

‘ Aliuut six, or earlier oven, came tho l{oadcr’(La Mottrio or another), 
ciimo artists, came leariied talk. At seven is Concert, which lasts for an 
hour; half-past eight is Hiijijmr.’' 

Demon Newswriter says, of tho Concert : ‘ It is mostly of wind- 
Instrinncnts,’ King hiniHolf often taking part with his Unto; 'performers 
the host in Hiiropo. Ilo has throe ’ — wliut shall wo call thorn? of male 
gender,--' a cinintor-alt, and Mamsoll Astrua, an Italian; they aro 
uni(|uo voices. He cannot boar mediocrity. It is Imt seldom ho has any 
singing here, To ho aiimiltod, needs tho most intimate favour ; now and 
then some young Lord, of distinction, if ho moot with such.’ Concert, 
vory Well i "Imt lot us now, sujiproaslng any little ahhorvouces, hear lilm 
on another subjoct ; 

‘ Dinner lasts ono hour' (says our Demon, no bettor informed): ‘upon 
which tho King returns to his Apartment with bows. It jirotty often 
happens that ho takes with him one of his young follows. Those aro all 
handsomo, like a picture {/(tits d pciiidre), and of tho beautifulost face,’ 

adds lie, still worse informud ; poisonous malice mixing itself, this 
time, with the human ilarkness, and reducing it to diuliolic. This 
Demon’s Taper alioutnis with similar allusions ; ns do tho more desperate 
sort of Voltaire utterancos, — Kie I’rMo treating it ns known fact; 
Leltoi's to Denis inoecasional paroxysms, as rumour of dotostalilo natnro, 
pridiahly true of one who is so detestahlo, at least so formidahlo, to a 
guilty siuner his Huest. Olliers, not to ho called diabolical, as Herr Dr. 
Kiiscliing, for oxainplo, sjioak of it us a thing credible ; as good as known 
to the wuU-liiforniod. Anil, boyoiul the least question, tlioro did a thrico- 
nboniiimble rumour of tliat kind run, whispering audibly, over all the 
world ; and gain belief from those who had appetite. A moat moltincholy 
liiiHinesH. .Solacing to liiimau envy; explaining also, to tho dark liumuii 
Intellect, why this King had commonly no VVomon at his Court. A most 
melnnclioly portion of iny raw-nmtorial, this; coiicorntng which, since 
one must speak of it, lioro is wliat liltlo I have to say : 

r. Tlmt proof of tho ticyalive, in tliis or any such cose, is iiy the 
nature of it imptissililo. That it is indisputahlo Friedrich did not now 

' Treuss, i. 3 d.t -347 (and, will) iolcrmillcncies, jip. 356, 361, 363, etc. to 376), 
ahridged. 
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live with his Wife, nor seem to concern himself with the empire of 
women at all ; having, except now and then his Sisters and some Foreign 
Princess on short visit, no women in this Court ; and though a great 
judge of Female merits, graces and accomplishments, seems to worship 
women in that remote way alone, and not in any nearer. Which occa- 
sioned great astonishment in a world used so much to the contrary. 
And gave rise to many conjectures among the idle of mankind, “ What, 
on Earth, or under Earth, can be the meaning of it.^” — and among 
others, to the above scandalous rumour, as some solacement to human 
malice and impertinent curiosity. 

2°. That an opposite rumour, — which would indeed have been pretty 
fatal to this one, hut perhaps still more disgraceful in the eyes of a 
Demon Newswriter, — was equally current; and was much elaborated 
by the curious impertinent. Till Nicolai got hold of it, in Herr Dr. 
Zimmermanii’s responsible hands ; and conclusively knocked it on the 
head.^ 

3°. That, for me, proof in the affirmative, or probable indication that 
way, has not anywhere turned-up. Nowhere for me, in these extensive 
minings and siftings. Not the least of probable indication ; but contrari- 
wise, here and there, rather definite indications pointing directly the 
opposite way.^ Friedrich, in his own utterances and occasional rhymes, 
is abundantly cynical ; now and then rises to a kind of epic cynicism, on 
this very matter. But at no time can the painful critic call it cynicism 
as of ot/ier than an observer ; always a kind of vinegar cleanness in it, 
except in theory. Cynicism of an impartial observer in a dirty element, 
observer epically sensible (when provoked to it) of the brutal contempti- 
bilities which lie in Human Life, alongside of its big struttings and 
pretensions. In Friedrich’s utterances there is that kind of cynicism 
undeniable ; — and yet he had a modesty almost female in regard to his 
own person ; ‘no servant having ever seen him in an exposed state.’® 
Which had considerably strengthened rumour No. 2. O ye poor impious 
Long-eared, — Long-eared I will call you, instead of 'Fwo-horned and 
with only One hoof cloven 1 Among the tragical platitudes of Humau 
Nature, nothing so fiils a considering brother mortai with sorrow and 
despair, as this innate tendency of the common crowd in regard to its 
Great Men, whensoever, or almost whensoever, the Heavens do, at long 
intervals, vouchsafe us, as their all-including blessing, anything of such ! 
Practical ‘ Blasphemy,’ is it not, if you reflect Strangely possible that 
sin, even now. And ought to be religiously abhorred by every soul that 

’ See Zimmennann’s Fragmenie, and Nicolai patiently pounding it to powder 
(whoever is curious on this disgusting subject). 

® For example (‘ Correspondence with Fredtrsdorf’), CEuvres, xxvii. in. 145. 

® Preuss, i. 376. 
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Jins tlio least piety or hoIiIoiiosh. Act not tlio mutinous flunky, my 
friend ; HioukIi there be (front wii{fcs goin{f in that line, 

4". 'I'Imt in tlieso elrcumstimKos, iind taking into view the otherwise 
known (lualitios of this Iiigli Follow-Croaturo, the present liilitor does 
not, for his own Hlinro, value the rumour at a pin’s fee. And loaves it, 
and roeommonds his readers to leave it, hanging by its own head, in tlio 
sad Hubtorrnnean regions,— -till (probably not for a long while yet) it drop 
to a far Deeper and dolefuler Hegion, out of our way altogotlicr, 

‘ lannoiilalile, yea,’ eomnientH Diogenes; ‘and ospeelally so, that the 
idle publio has a hankering for such things f Jlut are tliero no obscene 
details at all, then? gruinblos the disappointed idle public to itself, 
something of reproach in its lone. A public idle-minded; much 
depraved in every way. ‘rims, too, you will observe of dogs ; two dogs, 
at meeting, run, lirst of all, to the shameful parts of the constitution ; 
institute a slricl oxaiiiiimtion, more or loss satisfactory. In that depart- 
ment. ’I'liat mice Heltled, llieir interest in ulterior matters soema pretty 
miicli to die away, and tliey are ready to part again, as from a problem 
done.’ — Mmnigli, oli, enough ! 

rriK'.liciill)’ wo aro {lotting no good of our Demon ; — and 
will disniisH him, al’tor a tasto or two more. 

'riiis Demon Newswriter lias, evidently, never been to Ihitsdain , 
wliioli !io liguroH as tlio abodo of horrid criiolt)’, a kind of 'rartarus on 
ICarlli ; •where tiiero is u dreadful aenreity of women, for ouo item; 
iumentalilo to one’s moral I'eelingH. Kearcily iiotbiiig like so groat, even 
among tlio siildier-clusHes, as tbo Demon Newswriter imagines to him- 
self; nor jinuliiellvu of llin roHuUs lamented. Prussian soldiers aro not 
eneouraged to marry, if it will hurt tlio sorvico ; nor do their wives 
inarch with the llcgimciiL cxcojit in suc.li properliens as llioro may bo 
sowing, wasliiiig ami llie like women's work fairly wanted in their 
respective OompanicH ; llio I'ntsdam b'lrst ISattalioii, I understand, is 
Imrdly jicrmittcd to marry at. all. And In regard to lamentable results, 
llmt of “ lAe.liHm Srliriiir, Swrelliearl-7'i(7fcts," — or actual military legalis- 
ing of 'I’emporiiry Marriages, with regular (iriviloges attached, and fixed 
rules to lie oliscrvod, miglit porhaps ho the notublest point, and tlio 
snm'-lameutiililcsl, to a man or demon in tlio habit of lamenting.^ b'or 
the rest, a riiiisideralily dreadful place this rotsdam, to the flaccid, 
cHurienl luid disorderly of niunkiiul ; — 'and strict os Fate’ (Demon 
correct for once) ‘ in inexorably piiniHliiiig military sins. 

''I'liis King,' lie says, ‘has a great deal of ea/irit ; much loss of real 
knowledge {conuaimnu'eii) tlmn is pretended. Ho excels only in the 

' Prciiss, i. 426. 


head ; understands what you say to him, at the first word. Not taking 
nor wisliing advice ; never suffering replies or remonstrances, not even 
from his Mother. Pretty well acquainted with works of JSxpril, wliother 
in Prose or in Verso : hurning’ (very hot indeed) ‘to distinguish himself 
by performance of that kind ; but unable to reach tlio Beautiful, unless 
lield-up by somebody {Hay£). It is said that, in a splenetic moment, his 
Skeleton of an Apollo’ (squelelle d' Apollon, M. do Voltaire, who is lean 
exceedingly) ‘ exclaimed once, some time ago, “ When is it, then, that 
he will have done sending me his dirty linen to wash ? " 

‘The King is of a sharp mocking tongue withal ; pricking into who- 
ever displeases him ; often careless of policy in that. Understands 
nothing of Finance, or still less of Trade ; always looking direct towards 
more money, which he loves much ; incapable of sowing ’ (as some of ns 
do !) ‘for a distant harvest. Treats almost all the world as slaves. 
All his subjects are held in hard shackles. Rigorous for the least 
shortcoming, whore his interest is hurt ; — never pardons any fault which 
tends to inexactitude in the Military Service. Spandau very full,’ — • 
though I did not myself count. ‘ Keeps in his pay nobody but those 
useful to him, and capable of doing employments well ’ (true, always) ; 
‘and the instant he has no more need of them, dismissing them with 
uothiiig ' (/alse, yeneral/y). ‘The Subsidies imposed on hia subjects are 
heavy ; in constant proportion to their Feudal Pro])ortie8, and their 
Leases of Domains (Contrats et Baua); and, what is dreadful, ore 
exacted with the same rigour if your Property gets into debt,' — no 
remission by the iron grip of this King in the name of the State I Sell, 
if you can find a Purchaser ; or get confiscated altogether ; that is your 
only remedy. Surely a tyrant of a King. 

‘People who got nearest him will tell you that his Politeness is not 
natural, but a remnant of old habit, when he had need of everybody, 
against the persecutions of his Father. He respects his Mother ; the 
only Female for whom he has a sort of attention. He esteems hia AVife, 
and cannot endure her ; has been married nineteen years, and has not 
yet addressed one word to her ’ (how true !). ‘ It was but ft few days ago 
she handed him a letter, petitioning some things of which she had the 
most pressing want. He took the Letter, with that smiling, polite and 
gracious air which he assumes at pleasure ; and without breaking the 
seal, tore the Letter up before her face, made her a profound bow and 
turned his back on her.’ Was there ever such a Pluto varnished into 
Literary Rosepink? Very proper Majesty for the Tartarus that hero is. 

* * ‘The Queen-Mother,’ continues our Small Devil, ‘is a good 
fat woman, who lives and moves in her own way (rondement). She has 
16,0001. a year for keeping-up her House. It is said she hoards. Four 
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(liiyH in Uu' wcolc whe lins Apartniout’ (Utiyal Soiriio) ; 'to which you 
caniuiL jro without exprewH invitation. Tlioro U suppor-tnhlo of twenty- 
four coverH ; only cinht iliHlioH, Horvod in a ahahhy manner {m(li!cemment) 
by nix little Hroiindrcla of Pages. Men and women of the Country’ 
(Hhivering Natives, cheering their dull abode) ' go and eat there. Steward 
Royal sends the invitations. At eleven, everybody has withdrawn. 
Otlier (lays, tliis Queen oats by herself. .Slowardoss Royal and three 
maids of Honour liave their separate table; two dishes the whole. She 
is simhhily lodged ' (in my opinon), ‘ wlien at the Palae.o. Her Moubijou 
whieh is close to Reelin' (now well within It), ‘would be pretty enough, 
for a private person. 

‘The Queen Regnant is the host woman in the world. All the year' 
(not tjuitc) ‘she dines alone. Has Apartment on Thursdays ; everybody 
gone at nine o'clock. Her morsels are out for her, her stejjs are counted, 
and her words are dictated ; slio Is miserable, and does what she can to 
hide it according to our Hmall Devil. ‘She has scarcely the noces- 
saries of life allowod her,'- spends regularly Iwo-thirds of her income 
In charitable (dijocts ; Irnnshites l*Vonch-< 'alvinist Devotional >V'orks, for 
benefit of the tJornian mind ; and ooinplains to no Rmall Dovil, of never 
so sympathising iintnro. ‘ At ('oiirt who is lodged on tho second floor' 
(Ncandalons). ‘.Schonhausen her (.'oiintry House, with tho exception of 
tho Oanlon which is pretty enough, — onr Shopkeopors of tho Iluo St. 
Hotiorc would snilT at siieh a lodg-iiig. 

‘Princess Amelia is rnllier nmialilo’ (thank you for nothing. Small 
Devil); ‘often out of temper because — tliis is so shocking a place for 
Dulles, especially for maiden Ladies, Lives with her Motlicr; special 
income very small ;— (lomljiilress of Quedlinhurg; will bo actual Ahlicss’ 
in a year or two, ' 

‘ Mldost Prince, Holr-A])parent,'- do not speak of him, Small Devil, 
for you nro miNiiiformod in every feature and particular: — enough, ‘ho 
is facsimile of his Rrothor. Ho has only 111,000/. a year, for self. Wife, 
Household inul (fliildron ' (two, ImLh Roys); — ‘ami is said ’ (falsely) ‘ to 
hoard, ami to follow Trade, oxlenslve Trade, with his Rrotlior's Woods. 

‘ Prince Henri, who Is just going to he married,' — thank you, Demon, 
for reminding us of that. Rrido Is Wllhelmiua, Princess of Ilcsson- 
HasHol. Marriage, Hfith .lime 17fi‘d;— did not prove, in tlio end, very 
hfip))y. A small c.onleinporary event; which would concern Voltaire 
and others that concern us. 'I’hreo months ago, April Mlh, 17fi2, tho 
Rerlin Powder-Magavsine flew ahd't with horrilile. crash ; and would 
bo amlihle to Voltaire, in Ibis his Second Act. Hvents, audible or not, 
never cease. 


nim oy I'apa. tu juuvcu. x»; wn uii*o ...» 

Brother, who detests him ’ (witness Reinsborg and other evidences, now 
and onward), “'gives him nothing, he won’t bo well off. They aro 
furnishing a House for him, where he will lodge after wedding. Is 
reported to he-~Pot.vdamiste ’ (says the scandalous Small Devil, whom 
we are weary of contradicting), — Potsdamito, in certain respects. “ Poor 
Princess, what a destiny for you ! 

“Prince Ferdinand, little scraping of a creature (petit cliafoum), 
crapulous to excess, niggardly in the extreme, whom everybody n>’oids,’ 
— much more whose Portrait, by a Magic-lantern of this kind : which 
let us hastily shut, and fling into the collar ! — ‘ Dittlo Ferdinand, besides 
his 15,000/. a year. Papa’s bequest, gets considerable sums given him. 
Has lodging in the King’s House; goes shifting and visiting about, 
wherever he can live gratis ; and strives all ho enn to ainass money. Has 
to be in boots and uniform every throe days, 'riiroo months of the year 
practically with his regiment : but the shifts he has for avoiding o.vponso 
are astonishing.’ * * 

What an illuminative ‘ Idea ’ are the Walpole-Selwyii 
Circles picking-up for their money ! — 

CHAPTER XI 

THIRD ACT AND CATASTROPHE OF THE VOLTAIRE 

VISIT 

Mkautime there has a fine Controversy risen, of mathe- 
matical, philosophical and at length of very niiscellaneoiis 
nature, concerning that Kdnig-Maupertuis di.sseiiticuco on Lite 
Law of Thrift. Wonderful Controversy, much occupying tlm 
so-called Philosophic or Scientific world ; e.specially the idler 
population that inhabit there. Upon this item of the Inflnitolv 
Little, — which has in our time sunk into Nothing-at-all, and 
but for Voltaire, and the accident of his living near it, would 
be forgotten altogether, — we must not enter into details ; but 
a few words to render Voltaire’s share in it intelligible will bo, 
in the highest degree, necessary. Here, in brief form, rough 
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niul rc’nd y, are the .successive stages of the Biisiiic.ss ; the origin 
aiul first stage of which have been known to us for some time 
p<tst : 

' l>t‘]itviiil>rr 1760 , Kiiiiijj;, Iiis woll-inoiiat visit to IJorlin proving ho futile, 
hnd loft MaiiportiiiH in Iho Imniour wo saw; — pirouetting round liis 
Aiiartmcnt, in lenijiosts of riigo at sueli eontrndintion of sinners on liis 
Hublinio Law of Tlirift; and fulminating pormisaiou to Kiinig : “No 
time to rend yo\ir Paper of (lonlrndiotlonH j piililiKh it in Leip/.ig, in 
Joriclio ; nnywlioro in llie Hartli, in Heaven, in the Otlicr Plaeo, wlmro 
you have the opportniiity ! " Kiinig, returning on tlieso tornis, liad 
notliing for it but to publish bis Paper ; and did publish it, in the Leipzig 
Ar/ft Krtiditorum for March There it slands, legible to this day: 

and if any of the human species should again think of reading it, I 
believe it will bo found a reaHoiuililo, sedid and decisive Paper ; of 
steadfast, openly articulate, by no means insolent, tone; considerably 
modifying Maupertuls's Law of 'I'lirift, <ir Minimum of Action ; — fatid to 
tlio claim of its lieing a “ tiiililimo Discovery,” or indeed, so far as Irue, 
any discovery at all.' l(y way of finis to the Paper, there is given, what 
proves extremely imixirlant to us, an Excerpt from an old LitUcr oj 
U.ihnUni'ii \ which perhaps it will lie bolter to present liero fn cor/wrc, as 
HO much turned on it afterwards. Kiinig thus winds up: 

'“1 add only a word, in finishing; and that is, that it appears Mr. 
Leihnitz had a llioory of Action, perhaps much more extensive tiian one 
would susjiect at present. Tlioro is a Ixiller written l>y him to Mr. 
Hermann " (an ancient mathomatical sago at llasel), “where he uses 
lliesn expreshleiiH : ' Arliaii is luU whiil, you think; Iho imisutmilinn of 
Time, ontofs into it; Artimi. is ns tho yrndnot of the. moss hy the sjmoii mid 
Iho voloeily, or ns iho time, hy tho vis viva. I hiino remnrked that in the. 
modijie.nlums ifmotinn, the. notion he.eomes nsunlty a mnsimnm or a mini- 
mum:— and from this there miyid se.vcrnl propositions of yreiit r.onsequenoe. 
ho dedneed. It miyhl servo to determine tho curves descrihed hy bodies ttmie.r 
nllrnelion to ono or moro oontres, 1 hnd mount to trr.nl if those thinys in the 
Second Vnrl if my Dynamiiiuo ; which I siipprosse.il, tho reception of the 
h'irst, hy prejudire in miiny quarters, hnriiii/ disgusted me.,'"^ Your 

‘ In Aeta A'/ iiditm urn (Liicih-, 1751): ' De universali Principio Atuinilibrii 
et Afidds,’ Hy no means uncivil to Maiipcrlais ; though oliliRctI to comrovert 
liim. For example : ‘ Ouu itm/ue de Alinimll Aclionis in modifimtionibus modum 
cbUnents in ynure. prefer nntur velteincnter lando (ontinent nempe 'facttndutn 
httffcjitt puklterrirrtittn Pyttamices subUtrtioris ptiiicipCitm, cujus virn in diffi. 
eiltmis ijU,rstiotiibus stepe t.epctins fur.' 

.Ifnirper/uiiiiitrn, No. ii. 22 (froui Aeta liruditorum, ulii .suprii). In Mnuptr- 
/«n (■.(//, I No. iv. Kid, is tlie wliolc I.eUer, ‘Hanover, iClh Octolicr 1707;’ no 



nothing cnn be said but that, in every ciiko it is either a Maximum or 
Minimum. Wliat a stroke for our Ltiw of Thrift, tlio ^at last conetufiivo 
Proof’ of an Intelligent Creator, ns the Perpetual President had fanoiod 
it! "So-ho, wiiat is this! My Discovery an Error? And Leihnilzi 
discovered it, so far as true?” — 

‘May 28th— Bth October 1751 . Mauperhuis, compressing liimself what 
he can,' writes to Kiinig : " Very good. Monsieur. But please inform me 
where is that Letter of Leibnitz’s ; I have never scon or lieard of it 
before, — and I want to make use of it myself.” To whieli Kiinig 
answers: ''Henzi gave it me, in Cojjy,”— (unfortunate Cons]!irnlor 
Henzi, who lost his head three years ago, by sontonco of the Oligarch 
Government at Berne): ‘ — "he, poor fellow, had no ond of Papers and 
Excerpts; had, as wo know, above a hundred volumes of the latter kind ; 
this, and some other Letters of Leibnitz’s, among them, — I send you the 
whole Letter, copied faithfully from his Oo])y.” ’■* To that cllVct, still in 
perfect good-luimour, was Kouig's reply to his Mauportuis. 

‘ “ Hm, Copy ? By Henzi ?” grumbles Mauportuis to liimself: — Search 
in Berne, then ; it must bo there, if anywhere ! ” ’I'o Kiinig Mauportuis 
answers nothing : but sulkily resolves on having Search made;- -and, In 
give solemnity to the matter, rcqncsts his E.xcolloucy Mavipiis do 
Paulmy, the French Ambassador at Borne, to ask the Government there, 
—Government having seized all Ilonzi’s Papers, on lieheading him. 
Excellency Paulmy does, accordingly, make inquiry in tho highest 
quarter; some inquiries up and down. Not tho least account of this, 
or of any Leilmitz Letter, to bo had from among Ilenzl’s Papers, — tho 
"hundred volumes,” soomingly, exist no longer; — Original of this 


aaWwj left, judged to be to Hermann. Maiifio tiiisiaiin (Ilamlnirg, 175.5) is a 
mere Bookseller’s or even Bookbinder’s Farrago, with prialctl TitleJ'ai'c nail I.iit, 
of the chief Pamphlets which had appeared on this Busiuess (sixteen by cmiul, 
various type, all Svo size, in my copy). Of wliich only No. ii, (Kiinig’s Aff'tl 
au Public) and No. iv. (zd edition of said Appel, will] Appemlix of Corre- 
spondence) are illuminative to read. 

* Government by ‘ The Two Hundred ’ ; of Scloct-Ve.siry nature, very stifi', 
arbitrary and become rife in abuses ; against wiiom hntl risen angry nitittcrings 
more than once, and in 1749 a Select Plot (not select enouffli, for tliey (li.scovcrcfl 
it in time). Poor Ex-Captain Henzi, ‘Clerk of the Salt-Olficc,’ most frugal, 
studious and quiet of men ; a very miracle, it would apiiear, of genius, soliil 
learning, philosophy and piety, — not the chief or first of the conspirators, but by 
far the most distinguished,— was laid hold of, July 2d, 1749, and bohemlcd, tvilh 
another of them, a day or two after. Much bewailed in a private way, oven by 
the better kinds of people. (Copious account of him in Acteiuttj', vii. 85-91.) 

^ * The Hague, Ji/auperlteistaua, No. iv. 130. 
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LeilinitJ! Pipne Ih nowhri'o. For oifi;ht montliR tlio liiglioflt Aiitlioritioa 
Imvo 1)0011 looking about (o'itli ono knows not what vivacity or skill in. 
searcliing), and have found uolliing wlialovor.’ Slngo second of the 
IltiHiiu'SH riiuHlicM In this manner. 

How lufky tor thu Perpetual President, had he sto])i)wl 
here ! To Xiinifr and the common contradiction of sinners he 
could have oppo.scd, ms it wo-s aj){)arcntly his purpose to do, 
an Olympian .silence, ‘Pshaw!’ Whcreliy the small matter, 
intere.sting to few, would have dropped gently into dubiety, 
into oblivion, and been got well rid of. lint this of the great 
I.eibintz, touching on one’s Luio of Thrifty and not only 
‘discovering’ it, half a century beforehand, but di.seovcring 
that it was not true: to Leilniitz one must speak; — and the 
absti'UKC ipiestion is, What is one to say p ‘ I'ind me the 
original; Ictus be certain, first:’ that you can say; that is 
one clear point ; and pretty much the only one. The rc.st, at 
this time, as I conjecture, may have been not a little abstruse 
to the Perpetual President ! 

And now, had tlie Pci'petual President but stopped bore, 
there might still have rested a .saving .shadow of suspicion on 
Kiinig's p'.xcerpt, 'I'hat it was not exact, that it might be 
wrong in some vital iioint:- ‘You never showed me the 

Original, Mon.sieur ! ’ nnlnckily, the Perpetual President did 

not stop. One cannot well fancy him believing, now or ever, 

that Kiinig bad forged the J'lxcerpt. Most likely be bad the 

fatal persuasion tliat these were I,eibnitz’H words ; and the 
tpicsLion, What was to be sivid or done, if the Original nhoiild 
turn up P might ju.stly he idarming to a Son of the Pui-c 
Heienees. lint at this jjoint a new door of c.scape disclosed 
itself; ‘ ^Vhere is the Originid, I say!’ — and he rushed, full 
speed, into tliat ; gallojiing triumphantly, feeling nil safe. 

OcloliiT 7ili (17f51), iMmi|)ci'l.iiiH HiimmoiiH bis Aontlomy : “ iMcHsioiirs, 
pi'niiil me to siibinil n ciiho ])(>rlmpH rmpiiriiig your alteiitiou. Ono of 
our miml)er <liKHeiilH from your FrcHidoiit’H Discovory of llio Law of 
Tbrili; wliieh surely lie is free to do: lull fiirlberniore bo gives an 
I'Acerpl. purpiii'ling to be from I.eilinilx ; wlioruby it would appear 
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that your President’s Discovery, sanctioned in your Acts as new, is not 
new, but Leibnitz’s (so far as it is good for anytliing), — possibly stolen, 
therefore ; and, at any rate, fifty-four years old, In self-defence, I have 
demanded to see the Original of said Excerpt; and the Honouriiblo 
Member in question does not produce it. Wliat say you ? ” " Shame to 

him ! ” say they all ’ — (there seem to be but few Scientific Members, and 
most of them, it is insinuated, have Pensions from the King through 
their Perpetual President) ; — ‘ and determine to make a Star-chamber 
matter of it ! 

‘ Accordingly, next day, Oolober Qth, Secretary Formey writes officially 
to Konig, “Produce that Letter within one month,” — and has got ins 
Majesty to order. That our Prussian Alinistor at tlie Hague shall take 
charge of delivering such message, and shall mark on what day. 'I'liing 
serious, you see ! — Prussian Minister at the Hague delivers, and docket* 
accordingly. To Keinig’s astonishment; who is in a scene of deep 
trouble at this time ; Royal Highness the Stadtlioldor suddenly dead, or 
dying: “died October 22d ; leaving a very young Heir, and a very 
sorrowful Widow and Country.” Much to think of, that lies apart from 
the Maupertuis matter ! Wliich latter, however, is so very serious too, 
his Prussian Majesty’s Minister at Berne is now charged to make now 
perquisition, for the Leibnitz Original there : In short, within one niontli 
that Document is peremptorily wanted at Berlin.’ 

High proceedings the.se ; — and calculated to have one 
result, if no other. Natnely, that, at this point, as readers 
can fancy, the idler Public, seeing a street-quarrel in progress, 
began to take interest in the Question of JUinirnum ; and 
quasi-scientific gentlemen to gather round, and express, with 
cheery capable look, their opinions, — still legible in the 
vanished Jngemens Litres (of Hamburg), Gazette de Savans 
(Leipzig), and other poor Shadows of Journals, if you daringly 
evoke them from the other side of Styx. Which, the whole 
matter being now so indisputably extinct, shadowy, Stygian, 
we will not here be guilty of doing; but hasten to the 
catastrophes, that have still a memorability. 

'Konig, having in fact nothiug more to say about the LeibniU 
Excerpt, was in no breathless haste to obey his summons ; bo sat 
almost two mouths before answering anything. Did then write, how- 
ever, in a friendly strain to Maupertuis (Decenilier lOtli, 1761).' Almost 
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on whicli same day, as it chanced, the Acadimie,, after itao-months 
dignified waiting, had in brief terms repeated its order on Konig.' To 
which Konig makes no special answer (having as good as answered the 
day before) ; — but does silently send off to Switzerland to make iti_ 
quiries ; and does write once or twice more, when there is occasion for 
erplaining ; — always in a clear, sonorous, manfully firm and respectful 
tone: “Tliat he himself had, or has, no kind of reason to doubt the 
authenticity of the Leibnitz Letter ; that to himself (and, so far as he 
can judge, to Maupertuis) the question of its authenticity is without 
special interest ; — he, Konig, having thrown it in as a mere marginal 
illustration, which decides nothing, either for or against the Law of 
Tlirift. That he has, in obedience to the Academy, caused search to be 
made in Switzerland, especially at Basel, where he judged the chnnce 
might lie ; hut that of this particular Letter nothing has come to ligrht ; 
that he has two other Leibnitz Letters, of indifferent tenor, in the late 
Ileuzi's hand, if these will serve iu aught,® — but what farther can he 
do.^’ In short, Konig speaks always in a clear business-like manful 
tone; the one person that makes a really respectful and respectable 
figure in this Controversy of the Infinitely Little. A man whom, viewed 
from this quiet distance, it seems almost inconceivably absurd to have 
suspected of forging for so small an object. Oh, my President, that 
dira regnandi oupido I — 

'Question is, liowover. What the Academy will do? One Member, 
"the best Geometer among them’” (whose name is not given, but 
which the Berlin Academy should write iu big letters across this sad 
Page of tlieir Annals, by ivay of erasure to tho same), 'dissented from 
the high line of procedure ; asserting Konig’s innocence in tliis matter ; 
nay, hinting agreement with Konig’s opinion. But was met by such 
a storm, that he withdrew from the deliberations ; which henceforth 
went their own bad course, unanimous though slow. And so the 
matter pendulates all through IVinter l7fil-2, and was much tho theme 
of idle men.' 

Voltaire heard of it vaguely all along; but not with dis- 
tinctness till the end of July following. As Spring advanced, 
Maupertuis had fallen ill of lungs, — threatened with spitting 
of blood (‘ owing to excess of brandy,’ hints the malicious 
Voltaire, ‘ which is fashionable at St. Malo,’ birthplace of 
Maupertuis), — and could not farther direct the Academy in 

* December nth, 1751 (ibid, 137). 

* Mauftrtmsiana, No. iv. 155; and ibid. lya-iga, the two Letters them- 



very soon, for a sick President’s consolation, is what the 
Academy decides on, by way of catastrophe : 

Thursday Evening, 13iA April 1762, The Academy met; Curator, 
Monsieur de Keith, presiding; about a score of acting Members present. 
To whom Curator de Keith, as the first thing, reads a magnanimous brief 
Letter from our Perpetual President : ‘ That, for two reasons, he cannot 
attend on this important occasion ; First, because he is too ill, whicli 
would itself be conclusive; but secondly, and d fortiori, because ha is 
in some sense a party to the cause, and ought not if he could.’ Wlicre- 
upon. Secretary Formoy having done his Documentary flourishings. 
Curator Euler, — (great in Algebra, apparently not very great in common 
sense and tlie rules of good temper), — reads considerable ‘ Deport ' ; ' 
reciting, not in a dishonest, but in a dim wearisome way, the various 
steps of the Aft'air, as readers already know them ; and concludes witli 
this extraordinary practical result: ‘Things being so (les chases elant 
tetles) ; the Fragment being of itself suspect’ (what could Leibnitz know 
of Maxima and Minima? They were not developed till one Euler did 
it, quite in late years !),’ ‘of itself suspect; and Alonsieur Konig having 
failed to’ etc. etc., — ‘it is assuredly manifest that his cause is one of 
the worst (des plus mauvaises), and that this Fragment has been forged.’ 
Singular to think ! ‘ And the Academy, all things duly considered, 
will not hesitate to declare it false (suppose), and thereby deprive it 
publicly of all authority which may have been ascribed to it’ (Sear, 
Hear I from all parts). 

Curator de Keith then collects the votes, — twenty-three in all ; some 
sixteen are of working Members; two are from accidental Strangers 
(‘travelling students,' say the enemy); the rest from Curators of 
Quality : — Vote is unanimous, ‘Adopt the Report. Fragment evidently 
forged, and caunot have the least shadow of authority (aucune ombre 
d’autorite). Forged by whom, we do not now ask ; nor what the 
Academy could, on plain grounds, now do to Monsieur Konig’ (not nail 
his ears to the pump, oh no!); ‘enough, it is forged, and so remains.’ 
■Signed ‘Curator de Keith,’ and Six other Office-bearers; ‘ Formey, 
Perpetual Secretary,’ closing the list. 

At the name Keith, a slight shadow (very slight, for how could Keith 
help himself?) crosses the mind ; ‘Is this, by ill luck, the Feldmarschall 
Keith?’ No, reader; this is Lieutenant-Colonel Keith; he of Wesel, 
with ‘Effigy nailed to the Gallows’ long since ; whom none of us cares 
for. Sulzer, I notice too, is of this long-eared Sanhedrim. Ach, mein 
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Ikber Sulxer, you don t know (do youj then ?) diese verdammte Bace,-— 
to what heights and depths of stupid malice, and malignant length of 
ear, they are capable of going. ‘^iliursUay 13th April,’ this is Forger 
Konig’s doom : — and, what is observable, next morning, with a crash 
audible through Nature, the Powder-Maga'zine flew aloft, killing several 
persons ! ^ Had no hand, he, I hope, in that latter atrocity ? 

On authentic sight of this Sentence (for which Konig had at once, 
on hearing of it, applied to Formey, and which conies to him, without 
help of Formey, tlirougli the Public Newspapers), Kdnig, in a brief, 
proud enough, but perfectly quiet, mild and manful manner, resigns 
his Membership. ‘Ceases, from this day (June 18th, 1752), to have 
the honour of belonging to your Academy ; “ an honour I had been 
the prouder of, as it came to mo unasked “ ; — and will wish you, from 
the outside honooforth, successful campaigns in the field of Science.’^ 
And sets about preparing his Pamphlet to instruct mankind on the 
subject. Maupertuis, it apjicars, did write, and made others write to 
Kouig’s Sovereign Lady, tlio Dowager Princess of Orange, ‘How ex- 
tremely handsome it would bo, could her Most Serene Highness, a friend 
to Pure Science, bo pleased to induce Monsieur Konig not to continue 
this painful Controversy, but to sit quiet with what ho had got.’ * 
Which her Most Sereue Highness by no means thought the suitable 
course. Still leas did Konig liimaelf ; whoso Appeal to the Public, with 
Defence of Appeal, — reasonably well done, as usual, and followed and 
accompanied by the multitude of Commentators, — appeared in due 
course.^ Till, before long, the Public was thorouglily instructed ; and 
nobody, hardly the signing Curators, or thin Euler himself, not to speak 
of Perpetual Formey, who had never boon strong in tlie matter, could 
well believe in ‘forgery,’ or care to speak farther on such a subject. 
Subject gone wholly to the Stygian Fons, long since ; ‘forgery’ not now 
imaginable by anybody ! 

The rumour of these things rose high and wide ; and the 
quantity of publishing upon them, quasi -scientifically and 
otherwise, in the serious vein and the jocose, was greater 
than we should fancy.'’ Voltaire, for about a month past, 
had been fully aware of the case (£4<th July 1762, writing 

‘ Suprk, p. 347. 

’ Mauptrtuisiana, No. iv. 129. • Voltaire (Infri). 

‘ ‘Sept. 1752, Kbnig’s Afpel' (Preuss, in CEuvres de Fridiric, xv. 60 «.). 

‘ ‘ Letter from a Marquis ’ ; ‘ Letter from Mr. T***toM. S***’ (Mr. T. 
lives in London ; — 'je traverse le Queen's Square, et je rencontre notre ami 
D * ' i “ Avez-vons lu I’AppcI au Public f” dit-il' — ); ‘ Letter by Euler in the 
Berlin Gazette,’ etc. etc. (in Maupertuisiana). 




oneself and others. Voltair^** 
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King Friedrich’s position, in the middle of all this, was 
becoming uncomfortable. Of the controversy he understood, 
or cared to understand, nothing ; had to believe steadily that 
his Academy must be right ; that Kbnig was some loose bird, 
envious of an eagle Maupcrtuis, sitting aloft on his high 
Academic perch: this Friedrich took for the truth of the 
matter ; — and could not let himself imagine that his sublime 
Perpetual President, wlio was usually very prudent and Jove- 
like, had been led, by his truculent vanity (which Friedrich 
knew to be immense in the man, though kept well out of 
sight), into such playing of fantastic tricks before high 
Heaven and other onlookers. This view of the matter had 
hitherto been Friedrich’s ; nor do 1 know that he ever 
inwardly departed from it ; — as outwardly he, for certain, 
never did ; standing, King-liko, clear always for his Perpetual 
President, till this hurricane of Pamphlets blew by. Voltaire’s 
little Piece, therefore, was the unwelcomest possible. 

This new bolt of electric fire launched upon the storm-tost 
President from llcrlin itself, and even from the King’s House 
itself, — by wlioin, too clearly recognisable,- — wlint an irritat- 
ing thing ! Unseemly, in fact, on Voltaire’.s part ; but could 
not be helped by a Voltaire charged with electricity. Fried- 
rich, evidently in considerable indignation, finding that public 
measures would but worsen the uproar, took pen in hand ; 
wrote rapidly the indignant Letter jfrorn an Acaclemiciaji of 
Berlin to an Acndemician of Parw which Piece of some 
length, we cannot give here ; but will briefly describe as mani- 
festing no real knowledge of the Law-erf- Thrift Controversy ; 
but as taking the above loose view of it, and os directed 
principally against ‘ the pretended Member of our Academy ’ 
(mischievous Voltaire, to wit), whom it characterises as ‘ such 
a manifest retailer of lies,’ a ‘ concoctcr of stupid libels ’ : 

' (Eimm de VoUaire., biii. 227 {in Maupirlmsiana, No. xvi.). 

’ CSuvrei dt FrMiric, xv. 59-64 (not dntecl ; clntuble ' Oclobor 1752 
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find. This is the privilege of anonymity, on both sides of it. 

But imagine now a King and his Voltaire doing witty dis- 
course over their Supper of the gods (as, on the set days, is 
duly the case) ; with such a consciousness, burning like Bade 
light, though close veiled, on the part of Host and Guest ! 
The Friedrich- Voltaire relation is evidently under sore stress 
of weather, in those svinter-autumn months of 1752, — brown 
leaves, splashy rains and winds moaning outsvardly withal. 
And, alas, the irrepressibly electric Voltaire, still far from 
having ended, still only just beginning his Anti-Maupertuis 
discharges, has, in the interim, privately got his Doctor 
Ahakia ready. Compared to which, the former missile is as 
a popgun to a park of artillery shotted with old nails and 
broken glass ! — Such a constraint, at the Royal dinner-table, 
amid wine and wit, could not continue. The credible account 
is, it soon cracked asunder ; and, after the conceivable sputter- 
ings, sparklings and flashings of various complexion, issued 
in lambent airs of ‘ tacit mutual understanding ; and in read- 
ing of Ahakia together, — with peals of laughter from the 
King,’ as the common French Biographers assert. 

‘ Readers know Akakia,’ * says Smelfuugus : ‘ it is one of the famous 
fe.ats of Satirical Pyrotechny ; only too pleasant to the corrupt Race of 
Adam ! There is not much, or indeed anything, of true poetic humour 
in it : but there is a gaiety of malice, a dexterity, felicity, inexhaustibility 
of laughing mockery and light banter, capable of driving a Perpetual 
President delirious. ^V^lat an Explosion of glass-crackers, fire-balls, 
flaming-serpents ; — generally, of sleeping gunpowder, in its most artistic 
forms, — ilaming-out sky-high over all the Parish, on a sudden ! The 
almost-sublime of Maupertuis, which exists in large quantities, here is 
a new artist who knows how to treat it The engineer of the Sublime 
(always painfully engineering thitherward without effect), — an engineer 
of the Comic steps-in on him, blows him up with his own petards in a most 
unexampled manner. Not an owlery has that poor Maupertuis, in the 
struggle to be sublime (often nearly successful, but never once quite), hap- 
pened to drop from him, but Voltaire picks it up ; manipulates it, reduce* 

* Diatriht du Docleur Akakia fyo Voltaire, (Euvrts, Ixi. 19-62). 
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it to the sublimely ridiculous ; lodges it, m the form of burning dust, 
about the head of nwn PrMdent. Needless to say of the Comic engineer 
that he is unfair, perversely exaggerative, reiterative, on the owleries of 
poor Maupcrtuis ; — it is his function to be nil that. Clever, but wrong, 
do you say f Well, yes .-—and yet the ridiculous docs require ridicule; 
wise Nature bus silently so ordered. And if ever truculent President in 
rod wig, with his absurd truculences, tyrannies and perpetual struggles 
after the sublime, did deserve to be exploded in laughter, it could not 
have boon more consummately done ; — though perversely always, as must 
bo owned. 

f “Tlie hole bored through the Earth,” for instance : really, one some- 
times reflects on such a tiling; How you would see daylight, and the 
antipodal gontlomnn (if ho bent a little over) foot to foot; how a little 
stone flung into it would exactly (but for air and friction) reach the other 
side of the world ; would tlion, in a computable few moments, come back 
quiescent to your liand, and so continue forevermore ; — with other the 
like uncriminnl fancies, 

'"The Latin 'I'own,” again : truly, if learning the Ancient Languages 
be human ]5<lucatioii, it might, with a Greek Ditto, supersede the Uni- 
versities, and prove oxrolloiitly serviceaWo in our struggle Heavenward 
by that particular route. I can assure M. do Voltaire, it was once practi- 
cally proposed to this King’s Groat-graiidfatlier, tlio Grosse Kurfiirst ; — 
who looked into it, with face puckered to tlio iiitensest, in his great care 
for furtherance of the TcrrCHtvial Sciences and Wisdoms ; but forbore 
for that time.' Tlion as to “Dissecting the Brains of Patagonians", 
what harm, if you can got thorn gross enough ? And as to that of 
"exalting your mind to predict the future," does not, in fact, man look 
before and aficr ; are not Memory and (in a small degree) Prophecy the 
Two Faculties lie has ? 

' Theso things, — whicli are mostly to be found in tlio “ Lettree de Mau- 
perluis" (Dresden, 17C2, thou a hrand-now Book), but are now clipt-out 
from tlio Maupcrtuis Treatises, — wo can fancy to he almost sublimities. 
Almost, unfortunately not altogothor. And then there is such a Sisyphus- 
elTort visible in dragging them aloft so far : and the nimble wicked 
Voltaire so seizes his moment, trips jioor Sisyphus ; and sends him down, 
heols-ovor-hcad, in a torrent of roaring deiiris ! “ From gradual tran- 

siiiration of our vital force comes Death ; which perhaps, by precautions, 
might lie indefinitely retarded,” says Maupertuis. “ Yes, truly," answers 
the otlior : “ if wo got oursolvcs japanned, conted witli resinous varnish 
(incluils de poi.v risinv.ux) ; who knows ! ” Not a sublime owlery can you 

’ Minnie details about it in Stenicl, ii. 234-238 ; who quotes ‘Erman ’ (a poor 
old friend of ours) ‘ Sur k Projet d'une Vilk SavanU daus k Hrandebourg 
(Berlin, 179a)’ i date of (be Project was 1667. 
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back on you as tempests of burning dust. ’ Enougli to send Maupertuis 
pirouetting through the vrorld, with red wig unquenchably on fire ! 

Peals of laughter (once you arc allowed to be non-official) 
could not fail, as an ovation, from the King ; — so report the 
French Biographers. But there was, besides, strict promise 
that the Piece should be suppressed : ‘ Never do to send our 
President pirouetting through the world in this manner, with 
his wig on fire ; promise me, on your honour • ’ Voltaire pro- 
mised. But, alas, how could Voltaire perform ! Once more 
the Rhadamanthine fact is : Voltaire, as King’s Chamberlain, 
was bound, without any promise, to forbear, and rigidly sup- 
press such an AkaJcia against the King’s Perpetual President. 
But withal let candid readers consider how difficult it was to 
do. The absurd blusterous Turkey-cock, who has, every now 
and then, been tyrannising over you for twenty years, here 
you have him filled with gunpowder, so to speak, and the 
train laid. There wants but one spark — (edition printed in 
Holland, edition done in Berlin, plenty of editions made or 
makable by a little surreptitious legerdemain, — and I never 
knew whether it was Akakia in print, or Akakia in manu- 
script, that King and King’s Chamberlain were now reading 
together, nor does it matter much) : — ^your Turkey sur- 
reptitiously stuffed with gunpowder, I say ; train ready wait- 
ing ; one flint-spark will shoot him aloft, scatter him as 
flaming ruin on all the winds : and you are, once and always, 
to withhold said spark. Perhaps, had Akakia not yet been 
written — But all lies ready there ; one spark will do it, at 
any moment ; — and there are unguarded moments, and the 
Tempter must prevail ! — 

On what day Akakia blazed-out at Berlin, surreptitiously 
forwarded from Holland or otherwise, I could never yet learn 
(so stupid these reporters). But ‘ on November 2d ’ the King 
makes a Visit to sick Maupertuis, which is published in all 
the Newspapers ; ^ — and one might guess the Akakia con- 

' Rodenbeclt, »H oVV ; ITeldcn-Geschichtt, in. 531, 'ad November 1752, 5 P.M.’ 
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blaze aloft about that time ; and all Berlin, and all the world, 
is in conversation over Maujiertuis and it, — 30,000 copies 
sold in Paris : — and Friedrich naturally was in a towering 
passion at his Chamberlain. Nothing for the Chamberlain 
but to fly his presence ; to .shriek, piteously, ‘ Accident, your 
Majesty ! Fatal treachery and accident ; after such pre- 
cautions too !’ — and fall sick to death (which is always a 
resource one has) ; and get into private lodgings in the 
Taut)en-Strasse^ till one either die, or grow fit to be seen 
again : ‘ Ah, Sire ’ — let us give the Voltaire shriek of Not- 
guiliy, with the Friedrich Answer ; both dateles.s unluckily : 

Volldiro. ‘Ah, nwii IMcu, Sire, In the state 1 am in 1 1 swear to you 
again, on my life, which I could ronounco without pain, that it is a fright- 
ful calumny. I conjure you to Hummun all my people, and confront 
them. What? You will j\idgo mo without hearing me 1 I demand 
justice or doatli.' 

Friedrich, ‘Your olTronlory astonishes me. After what you have 
done, and what is clear os day, you persist, instead of owning yourself 
culpable. Do not imoglno you will make people bcliovo that black Is 
white; when one’ (on, nicaiiing I) 'does not soe, tho reason is, one 
does not want to see every thing. Hut if you drive the aflhir to extremity, 
—oil shall bo made public ; and it will be seen whotlier. If your Works 
deserve statues, your conduct does not deserve cliains.’ • 

Most dark element (not in date only), with terrific thunder- 
and-lightiiing. Nothing for it but to keep one’s room, mo.stly 
one’s bed, — ‘Ah, Sire, sick to death !’ 

December 2‘1'tli, 1752, there is one thing dismally distinct, 
Voltaire himself looking on (they say), from his windows in 
Dove Street : the Public Burinng of Alcakia, near there, by 
the common Hangman. Figure it; and Voltaire’s reflections 
on it: — haggardly clear that Act Third i.s culminating; and 

* At a ‘ Hcifrath l'’ra))choville’i (Itind of sui)allcrn Literary Character, see 
Dcnina, ii. 57), ' 'Jatihen-Slrasse (Dove .Street), No. 20’ : stayed there till ‘ March 
>753 ’ (Note by l’rcu.M, CSuvres i/e b'riiUric, xxii. 306 «.). 

^ Qluvnt di Frid&ic, xxii. 302, 30 J. 
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be brief. On the eighth day after this dread spectacle (New- 
year’s-day 1753), Voltaire sends, in a Packet to the Palace, 
his Gold Key and Cross of Mei’it. On the interior wrappage 
is an Inscription in verse : ‘ I received them with loving 
emotion, I return them with grief; as a broken-hearted 
Lover returns the Portrait of his Mistress : 

' Je let refus avee tendresse, 

Je vans lea rends avec douleur; 

(Test ainti quun amant, dans son extreme ardent) 

Rend le portrait de sa mattresse.’ 

And, — ^in a Letter enclosed, tender as the Song of Swans, — 
has one wish : Permission for the waters of Ploinbieres, some 
alleviations amid kind nursing friends there ; and to die 
craving blessings on your Majesty.* 

Fi-iedrich, though in hot wrath, has not quite come that 
length. Friedrich, the same day, towards evening, sends 
Fredersdorf to him, with Decorations back. And a long 
dialogue ensues between Fredersdorf and Voltaire ; in which 
Collini, not eaves-dropping, ‘ heard the voice of M. de I’oltaire 
at times very loud.’ Precise result unknown. After which, 
for three months more, follows waiting and hesitation and 
negotiation, also quite obscure. Confused hithering and 
thithering about permission for Plombieres, about repentance, 
sorrow, amendment, blame ; in the end, reconciliation, or 
what is to pass for such. Recorded for us in that whirl of 
misdated Letter-clippings ; in those Narratives, ignorant, and 
pretending to know : perhaps the darkest Section in History, 
Sacred or Profane, — were it of moment to us, here or 
elsewhere ! 

Voltaire has got permission to return to Potsdam ; Apart- 
ment in the Palace ready again : but he still lingers in Dove 
Street ; too ill, in real truth, for Potsdam society on those 
new terms. Does not quit Francheville’s ‘ till March 5th ’ ; 
and then only for another Lodging, called ‘ the Belvedere,’ of 
’ Collini, p. 48 ; iMUr, in (Envres de Fridiric, xxii. 305. 


suburban or rural kind. His case is intricate to a degree. 
He is sick of body ; .spcctrc-liaunted witlial, more than ever ; 

often thinks Friedrich, jirovokcd, will refuse him leave. 

And, alas, he would so fain not go, as well as go ! Ixsave for 
Plombicres, — leave in the angrily-conteinptiion.s .sliape, ‘ Go, 
then, forever and a day !’ — Voltaire can at once Inive ; but to 
ffet it in the friendly shajie, and as if for a time only F Ilis 
prospects at Paris, at Vcrsaille.s, arc none of the best ; to 
• return as if dismi.sscd will never do ! Would fain not go, 
withal; — and has to diploinati.se at Potsdam, hy D’Argens, 
DePrades, and at Paris simultaneously, by Richelieu, D’Argen- 
son and friends. He is greatly to be pitied even Friedrich 
pities him, the martyr of bodily ailments and of spirilnnl ; 
and sends him ‘extract of (|uin(}uina’ at one time.’ "I'lirce 
. miserable months ; which only an (bklijnis could read, and an 
(Edipus who had notliing el.se to do ! Tlie is.suc is well 
known. Of precise or indisputable, on the road tliiUior, beisi 
are fractions that will suffice • 

Voltaire to one ItaijiKU hie doctor, tt( Pnrie (• llcrliii, HItli Dct'ciuhfii' ' 
1762, week bis was hiiriit). ‘ IVlsh 1 coulil hcI-iiiiI 

on the insUiTit, niul imt mysolf into your IihikIh ntui iiilo Uio nriiiH of itiy 
family! I brought to llorlin about a acoro of tcotli, tbora ri'iiialu to iiio 
somotliiiig like sl.x ; 1 brought two oyos, J have nearly lost one of Ibcm ; 
I brought no oryHiiiuluH, and I have got one, wiiioli I taka a great deal of 
caro of.’ ‘ Mciinwbilo I liavo bnricil alinoHt all my Doiil.ors; oven I ..0 
Mottrio. Uoinaiiisonly that I bury {.’odcuhiH,’ ((.'otbeniuH), ' who looks too 
stiff, liQwovcrj’—and, at any rate, return to yoit in Hprbig, wlieii ronils 
and weather improve.''' 

Friedrich to Voltniro (I’olmlain, uncertain dale). ''I'bcre wiw nii need 
of tliat pretext about the waters of I'lonibieroH, in doiMUiidiiig your leave 
(congii). You can quit my service when you like: but, before going, be 
so good as return mo the Contract of your JOngagement, tbo Key* 
(Cliamborlain’s), ‘the Cross’ (of Merit), ‘and the Volume of VerscH wbicli 
I confided to you. 

‘1 wish my Works, and only they, liad been what you and Kfiiiig 
attacked. Tiiem I sacrifice, with n great deal of willitignesH, to persons 
who think of increasing their own reputation by lessonlug tliat of otheni. 


“ OCuvrei lie t'ol/aiie, I'lxv, ni. 


' Letter of Voltaire’s. 


tlie garden ’ (at rural Belvedere, — after March 6th), ' talking of our 
situation, he asked me, “ Could you drive a coach-and-two ? ” I stared 
at him a moment ; but knowing that there must be no direct contradic- 
tion of his ideas, I said, “Yes,” — “'Well, then, listen; I have thought 
of a method for getting away. You could buy two horses ; a chariot • 
after that. So soon as we have horses, it will not appear strange that we 
lay-in a little hay. ” — “Yes, Monsieur; and whatshould we do with that.?" 
said I. “ Lt void (this is it). We will fill the chariot with hay. In the 
middle of the hay we will put all our baggage. 1 will place myself, 
disguised, on the top of the hay ; and give myself out for a Calvinist 
Curate going to see one of his Daughters married in the next Town. 
You shall drive : we take the shortest road for the Saxon Border; safe 
there, we sell chariot, horses, hay ; then straight to Leipzig, by post" 
At which point, or soon after, he burst into laughing.’- 

Voltaire to Friedrich ('Berlin, Belvedere,’ rural lodging,* ‘12th 
March ’ 1763). ' Sire, I have had a Letter from Konig, quite open, as 

my heart is. I think it my duty to send your Majesty a duplicate of 
my Answer.’ 'Will submit to you every step of my conduct; of my 
whole life, in whatever place I end it. I am Konig’s friend ; but 
assuredly 1 am much more attached to your Majesty ; and if he were 
capable the least in the world of failing in respect ’ (as is rumoured), 1 
would ’ — Enough ! 

Friedrich relents (To Voltaire ; De Trades writing, Friedrich covertly 
dictating : no date). 'The King has held his Consistory ; and it has 
there been discussed, Wliether your case was a mortal sin or a venial? 
In truth, all the Doctors owned that it was mortal, and even exceedingly 
confirmed as such by repeated lapses and relapses. Nevertheless, by the 
plenitude of the grace of Beelzebub, which rests in the said King, he 
thinks he can absolve you, if not in whole, yet in part. This would be, 
of course, in virtue of some act of contrition and penitence imposed on 
you : but as, in the Empire of Satan, there is a great respect had of 

' In De Prades’s hand; CEuvres de Fridiric, xxii. 30S-9: Friedrich’s own 
Minute to De Prades has, instead of these last three lines : * That I have not the 
folly and vanity of authors, and that tlie cabals of literary people seem to me the 
depth of degradation,’ etc. “ CoUini, p. S3. 

• ‘In the Siraiauer Vorstadt (hodit, Wooclmarket Street):’ Preuss’s Note 
to this i.etter, CEuvres de Frldirie, xxii, 306 w. 


These are tho Sovoroigii rontill'a words ; which I have curefuliy taken 
down. Tlioy are a Propliocy rather.’ > 

Voltaire to De iVof/e# (‘Bolvedoro, 16th March’ 1763). ‘Dear Abbe', 
^Your stylo has not aiipearcd to mo soft You are a frank Secretary of 
State uovortholeaa I give you warning, it is to be a settled point that 
I embrnco you liuforo going. 1 sliall not bo able to kiss you ; my lips are 
too choppy from iny dovil of a disordor' (scurvy, I hear). ‘You will 
easily disjioimo with my kinses ; but don’t dispense, I pray you, with my 
warm and true friciKlship. 

'I own I am in despair at quitting you, and (luitting the King ; but 
it is a thing indisponnablo. (lonsidor with our dear Marquis ' (D’Argons), 
‘with Fredorsdorf, — piirhleu, witli tho King himself. How you can manage 
that I have the coiiBolation of seeing him before I go. I absolutely will 
have it; I will embrace with my two arms the Abbii and the Marquis. 
Tlio Marquis slia'u’t lie kissed, any more Ilian you ; nor the King either. 
But I shall iiorlmps fall bliiblioring ; 1 am weak, I am a drenched hen. 

I shall make a foolish figure : never mind ; I must, once more, have 
sight of you two. If 1 cannot tlirow inyaclf at the King’s feet, the 
Plombioros waters will kill mo. I await your answer, to quit this 

Country as a happy or as a misoralilo man. Depend on mo for life 

V.’*— Tins Is tlio last of these obscure Documents. 

Three clays after wliicli, ‘evening of March 18th,’® Voltaire, 
Collini with him and all his packages, sets-out for Potsdam ; 
King’s guest once move. Sees tiic King in person ‘ after 
dinner, next day ’ ; stays with him almost a week, ‘ quite gay 
together,’ ‘some private (piizzing even of Maupertuis’ (if we 
could believe Collini or his master on that point) ; means ‘ to 
return in October, when quite refitted,’ — does at least (note 
it, reader), on that ground, retain his Cross and Key, and his 
Gift of the (Euvrc de Poisks ; which he had much better 
have left! And finally, morning of March 2Sth, 1753,* 
drives off, — towards Drcscicn, where there are Printing Affairs 
to settle, and which is the nearest safe City ; — and Friedrich 
and he, intending so or not, have seen one another for the last 
time. Not quite intending that extremity, either of them, I 

t CEuvfiS (U Fritllric, xxli. 307. ’ Ibid, 308. 

• Collini, pp. 55 , 56 . ‘ Ibid, p. 56 ; lee Rodenbeck, i. 253 . 


‘ Take care of your health, above all ; and don’t forget 
that I expect to see you again after the Waters ! ’ such was 
Friedrich’s adieu, say the French Biographers,^ ‘ who is himself 
just going-off to the Silesian Reviews,’ add they ; — who does, 
in reality, drive to Berlin that day; but not to the Silesian 
Reviews till May following. As Voltaire himself will 
experience, to his cost ! 


CHAPTER XII 

OF THE AFTERPIECE, WHICH PROVED STILL MORE 
TRAGICAL 

Voi.taihe, once safe on Saxon ground, was in no extreme 
haste for Plombieres. He deliberately settled his Printing 
Affairs at Dresden ; then at Leipzig ; — and scattered through 
Newspapers, or what portholes he had, various fiery darts 
against Maupertuis ; aggravating the humours in Berlin, and 
provoking Maupertuis to write him an express Letter. Letter 
which is too curious, especially the Answer it gets, to be quite 
omitted : 


Maupertuis to Voltaire (at Leipzig) 

* Berlin, 3 d April 17 fi 3 . If it is true that you desigu to attack me 
again' (with your La-Beaumelle doggeries and scurrilous discussions), 
I declare to you that I have still health enough to find you wherever you 
are, and to take the most signal vengeance on you {vengeance la plus 
iclatante). Thank the respect and the obedience which have hitherto 
restrained my arm, and saved you from the worst adventure you have 
ever yet had. — Maupbbtuis.’ 


‘ Collini, p. 57; Duvernet, p. l86 ; CEuvres de Voltaire, Ixxv. 187 (‘will 
return in October ’). 



Voltaire's Answer (from Leipzig, a few days after) 

‘ M. le President, — I have had the honour to receive your Letter. 
You inform me that you are well ; that your strength is entirely 
returned; and that, if I publish La Beaumelle’s Letter’ (private Letter 
of his, lent me by a Friend, which proves that you set him against me), 
you will come and assassinate me. What ingratitude to your p<«jr 
medical man Akakia ! ■*■ * If you exalt your soul so as to discern 
futurity, you will see that if you come on that errand to Leipzig, where 
you are no better liked than in other places, and where your Letter 
IS in safe Legal hands, you run some risk of being hanged. Poor me, 
indeed, you will find in bed ; and I shall have nothing for you but my 
syringe and vessel of dishonour ; but so soon as I have gained a little 
strength, I will have my pistols charged cum pulvcre pyrio ; and multiply- 
ing the mass by the square of the velocity, so as to reduce the action and 
you to aero, I will put some lead in your head ; — it appears to have need 
of it. Adieu, mon PrMdent. — Akakia.'^ 

Here, in the history of Duelling, or challengings to mortal 
combat, is a unique article ! At which the whole world 
haha’d again ; perhaps King Friedrich himself ; though he wii> 
dreadfully provoked at it, too ; * No mending of that fellow ! 
— and took a resolution in consequence, as will be seen. 


Dresden and Leipzig done with, Voltaire accepted an 
invitation to the Court of Sachsen-Gotha (mo.st polite ^cr^•:le 
Highnesses there, and especially a charming Duch^ »hc 
set him upon doing the Annales de T Empire, decidedly hh 
worst Book). ‘About April 21st’ Voltaire arrived, stayed 
till the last days of May and had, for five weeks, a beautiful 
time at Gotha Wilhelmina’s Daughter there (young l>ucm-« 
of Wurtemburg, on visit, as it chanced),* and all manner o 
graces, melodies and beneficences ; a little working, a 
the A nnales, in the big Library, between-whiles. ne c ^ 
melodious weeks. Beautiful interlude, or half-hour of orchestra 

* Duvernet, pp. iS6, 187; CEuvra dc VolKiirt. lA S5-6a 

* CBunrcsdc Ixxv. 

* Wilhelmina-Friediicb Correspondence 

258, 249). 



' Oil tlu> lu'i'l of which thui-e uuhapiii 
Ani-rjiicati m- i-otlicil to the Herliii Visit ; whic 
«*t tlu* whoh! tlicfiln* on lin;, and linished by i 
thiui Mkiikitt itw-lf, A thing still famous to 
which '■oine intclligihlt! notion must he loft wit 
‘riu* c’l'icm'e of llie story is brielly this. ' 
line tk|K>rtimml in parling witli Friedrich, ha 
to rrtniii hit Dmnutions, his Letter of Agreei 
UtHik o/ Pi^xifx (one of those 'Twelve Cop 
Jhmjim tin Cliiitmu, in Imiipier times !) — and, 
tii* ways B.S a friend, not as a runaway or one 
now, Jiy his late jiroeedurcs at Leipzig, and 
jKirtholes' in that manner, ho had awake 
indigimlloii again, Friedrich's regret at al 
lake those articles with him ; and produced 
Fiicdfich to have them hack. They are not j. 
of much moment; hut os marks of friondshi 
all fidnities. One of the articles might be 
IMiitnncf. that Hook of Foe.sies; thvice-pri 
in which arc satirical spurts aflcctin|i 
i towniHl head ; one shudders to think what 
VoUnire might cause by puhlishiug the.se! Th: 
idea ; nml liy no means a chimerical one, as 1 
^id (F.uvre being actually rc[)riutcd upon bin 
ward* (not by Voltaire), in the crisis of the S 
to put him out with his Iliicle of F'mgland, ' 
m pwtsngcs.* ' We. will have those articli 
Fi icttrich ; ' that (Fiivrc most especially ! 
wail for him at Frankfurt, ns ho presses hoim 
of him there.' And has (directly on tin 

\ Tiitc of U Sans-Souci (P 

17M* » vut. umo: Rt i'aritf, 'in Jnmmry* 
m-ilrn, wiili tioisuch, 'April yih/'lhe real cililion’ (pi 
«„t (,.f»t.) under nilc, /WirVi JUmim, I vol. l.iK 8vo (1 
*- Vref»c«, p. t See formey, 11. 225, ui 
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bidden Fredersdorf take 

niensui’cs ftccovdii'fcb'’ 

Fredersdorf did ho ; early in April and onward had, his 
Olficlftl I’ersoii wailing at I'ranklnrt (one I*'reytag, our Pi'ussian 
Resident thero, voiy culebrateil ever since), vigilant in the 
extreme for VoUnire h arrival) — and who did not miss that 
event. Voltaire, arriving at last (May 31st), did, with 
Freytag’s Imnd Initl gently on ins sleeve, at once give-up what 
of the nrticle.H he I'lul aliout him; — the C/^2iv7-e, unluckily, not 
one of them ; and agreed to he mider mild arrest (‘ I*aTole 
(Thonnmr; in Ua: /-km. <rOr Hotel here!’) till said CEitvre 
should come up. Under FmlcrKdorPs guidance, all this, and 
what folio WH ; King kriedrieh, alter the general Order given, 
had nothing more to do with it, ixirtl was gone upon his 
Reviews. 

In the cour.s('. of two weeks or inore the CFAivre de JPoisie 
did come. VolUure wa.s impatient to go- And he might 
])erlm]w linve at once gone, had Frey tag been clearly instructed, 
so as to know the ((ssential from the unessential here. But 
he was not; — poor suhal tern Frey tag had to say, on Voltaire’s 
urgencies; ‘ I will at onee report to llerlin ; if the answer be 
(as we hope), “All rigid,” you arc that moment at liberty !’ 
This was a thing imespeeLi’d, astoiUMhing to Voltaire; a thing 
demanding patienro, Hih'iici! ; in three days more, with silence, 
as turns out, it would have been all beautifully over, — but he 
was not strong in thoso (|unliticH 1 

Voltnire’s arrcHt hithcrlo had been merely on his woi*d of 
honour, ‘ I promiMo, tju my honour, not to go beyond the 
Garden of this Inn.’ Ihd; he now, without warning anybody, 
privately revoked said woril of hoiu>i.ir ; and Collini and he, 
next morning, whisked .sliiftiiy into a hackney-coach, and 
were on the edge of being clear olf. TFo Freytag’s terror and 
horror; who, however, caught them in time: and was rigorous 
enough now, and loud enongli ; — .strcct-mob gathering round 

the transaction; Vollaire very loud, and Fi’eytag too, the 

* ' I'riiKlrkh lo Williclmiiirt, I2lh A|Mil 1753 ’ (CEuvres, xxvii. m. 227). 
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lliatuci Ltl-iviilg iiiC ilUiC f vv/v^Li.j.iiiig 5 ITHIL-II VOltaire 

has painted in a highly flagi’ant manner ! 

On the third day, Answer from Berlin had come, as 
expected ; answer (as to the old score) : ‘ All right ; let him 
go ! ’ But to punctual Freytag’s mind, here is now a new 
considerable item of sundries : insult to his Majesty, to wit ; 
breaking his Majesty’s arrest, in such insolent loud manner; 
— and Freytag finds that he must write anew. Post is very 
slow ; and, though Fredersdorf answers constantly, from Berlin, 

‘ Let him go, let him go,’ there have to be writings and re- 
writings ; and it is not till July 7th (after a detention, not of 
nearly three weeks, as it might and would have been, but of 
five and a day) that Voltaire gets off, and then too at full 
gallop, and in a very unseemly way. 

This is authentically the world-famous Frankfurt Affair ; — 
done by Fredersdorf, as we say ; Friedrich, absent in Silesia, 
or in Preussen even, having no hand in it, except the original 
Order left with Fredersdorf. Voltaire has used his flamingest 
colours on this occasion, being indeed dreadfully provoked and 
chagrined ; painting the thing in a very flagrapt manner, — 
known to all readers. Voltaire’s flagrant Narrative had the 
round of the world to itself, for a hundred years ; and did its 
share of execution against Fidedrich. Till at length, recently, 
a precise impartial hand, the Herr Varnhagen, thought of 
looking into the Archives ; and has, in a distinct, minute and 
entertaining way, explained the truth of it to everybody; — 
leaving the Voltaire Narrative in rather sad condition.' We 
have little room ; but must give, compressed, from Varnhagen 
and the other evidences, a few of the characteristic points. 
The story falls into tw'o Parts. 

Part /. Fredersdorf setuls Instructions ; the ‘ CExaire de 
Poesie ’ is got ; but — 

April nth, 1763 (few days after that of Maupertuis’s Cartel, Voltaire 

1 Varnhagen von Ense, VoUaire in Frankfurt am Mayn, 1753 (separate, u 
here, I2rao, pp. 92; or in Berliner Kaltnder tor 1846). 
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9i8t May *753) « . i 1 t .% t 

having* sot Ui finiif? poi’tholoR njifam, and tlio King being swift 

in liis ri'soliitifit' mi I’L), Fredersdorf, wlio lijis a frco-flowiiig- 

yet » atcmly nml compiuit jiciij (liroo.lM Horr Friiytag', our llosulent at 
Frnnltfiu't-mi-Mayn, To jiroc.iiro from iho Autlioritios tlioro, on Majesty’s 
reijiieat, tlio luuu'aaary jiowim'h ; thou vigilantly to look-out for Voltaire’s 
arriviil; In delaiii the miid Voltaire, iindj if nc.coBsary, arrest lilm, till he 
deliver cw'tiiin iirlirloa tielonKiiig to liia Majeaty : Cross of Merit, Gold 
Key, prlnteil (liuwe i/a Vo^Mes and Writings (Slcrii>tu7r,n) of his Majesty’s j 
in short, varioiiH m tieles,-~t)io sperifioation of whlcli is somewhat indis- 
tinct. In Frinlnrsdorl a writing, all this ; not so inatliomaticaliy luminous 
end indispuLnIilo ns ill Kiehol's it would have lieoii. Froytng put questions, 
end tlioro passed Hovenil r,eUerH lietwcon Fredersdorf and him ; hut it 
was always iniomnfortalily iia/y to Froytag, and he never understood or 
g'liossod tlnit tlio diuvn'. i/n iWxii'n was the vital itom, and the rest formal 
in compai'iwin. IVhloh Is justly coiiHidered to have boon an unliieUy 
circumstiiiirn, as iimtterH turned. For holj) to himself, Froytng is to take 
counsel witli one Ilnfralli Hrlmiidt ; tx Hiihstantial experienced Burgher of 
Friinkfart, wdioso rallislnif is I’niKsiaii, 

/Ipn'i Ulri. l''i'eytag answers, That Sehmidt and he ronoivod hia 
Majesty's All-gnieioiiH Orders Iho day hoforo yesterday (Post takes eight 
days, it would Hroui) ; dial they liavw proe.ure.d the necossavy powers j 
and are now, and will Im, diligently wate.lifiil to exoe.iito the aaino, 

IVliloli, one imist Huy, tlioy in right oarnost are; palrolling about, with 
lips strictly r.lused, eyi's vividly open ; and have a iniin or two privately 
on watch at llie lilcely slntioiis, on the jioHsililo liiglnvays mill so con- 
tinue, Vidlairo doing Ills Anutih' ({/'/In', /I'm/uVa, and enjoying lilmHolf at 
Gotha, for weeks lifter,’ much uneonHciouH of their patrolling. 

Froytag Is In no rospee.l, a Hliining Diiiloinatist; — proliably some 
Emcritiu LiontmmnI , doing his function for .'Hlf. a year : lint does it in a 
praotlcal Holid inaiinnr. IVriles with stiiT brevity, stilt' Imt distinct; 
witii perfect ohservatine <if grmnniar both in Froiicli and Gorman ; with 
good practical sense, and (iiillifnl effort to do uriglit wliat his order is : 
no truce of 'Moiwir,’ of ''(I'hivre de Foes/iio,' to ho found in Froytag ; 
and moat, or all, of tho riilienlons liurs Htiie.k on him by Voltaire, are to 
lie polled oir again ns as film, or lietioiiH, solaaing to tiio nlllic.tocl Wit. 

Froytng is not of quick or bright iiitolloe.t: and unluckily, just at tho ► 
crisis ol Vidlairo’s aeliial arrival, lioLli Schmidt and Fredersdorf are off 
to Einhdoii, wliere lliere is Girand Meeting of Llie Hmhden .Sliipping 
(Ampiiny’ (willi comfurlnhle dtvideiulH, let ns hope), — and have loft 
Froytag to his own resources, in eiiso of cinergonoy, 

Thumlmj Mu;/ ,'IU/, ' ahmil eight in the evening,’ Voltaire docs arrive, 

—most prospcroiiH journey iiiilierto, hy Cassol, Marburg, Warburg, and 

’ ‘ Left (ioilm s5ih May ' (Cleg, in CBnvrcs de Vo/taire, xxv. IQ 2 «.). 


nllii'r pIiiroM rnmniii tlii'ii tir»im'n; iif Ilt'Hspn (\> ini\ NV’illn 

H'liiim uf kiii'n ) liiiii<iiir;ilily ItitlKiJiif kiiii ; cnlliiiK- liiiii ‘ ^ 

Exfolli'iu'y,' iir ' M. li' ttmt nutw iip ni tlio (I'lilden Iiiii 

Kriuilil'iirt, \\ Ill'l l* r(n>in>( Imvi* bt'oii nnli'ml ; l'‘roylii#y wt'll iiwiuo, th< 
ill* hhj-m iiiilhiii|{. 

I'Yiitiit/ miiniiiii/ Jiiiif Uf, • lti*i Kvi'i'lli'iiry nml Siiltii ‘ (Viiltnirn 
(’iilliiii) Imvi* tlioir linrm'M litirni'i'ii'il, I'nrriit^si* nut, mill urn uliiiiit tii 
lliu mini uj{i»iu, wliuii l‘'n*yl»K. f-i'iirti'il by « Dr, lUioki'r, ‘ Krniil 
Miiffinlriitu i/r* iiiiiKcuMi' miin*,' ' niiil o l'iiiH.tiiiu rt’i’niiliiiyr I.iiuitiu 
proBi'iilji liim«i*lf in Vnltnim'n npmtmi'iit i HriiilnrH kmiw Viilti 
nrmunl mill Muniiir ('gllini'M ; mnl iniiy ninv liriir l'’royU|j;'H own, w 
l(t imhiti'il friitii t'ni'l ; 

‘ Inlrinliu'tniy rivililina ilmin (mtrfi ijtiiuu-hlen foliteturn), I nmilo 
ntniimiiili'il witli tin* will of yimr iinoil .Ml (fitti'iniiH MiijoNl.y, Ho 
niui'li ivittoiii>tlii'tl {hrsilirtt,' no wumlor) ; ' lin mIiuL IiIh oyoM, mid 
liinmi'lf Imi'k in IiIh I'lmir.*’ (‘hUh in lil« IVii'iiil t'olliiil, wliom, nt 
I Imil ri'nui'Mti'il to witliilriiw. ‘I’wo ootri'iN nro iiroiliii’od, mid opi 
liy Ciilliai ; vlHiliitinn, luniftiml, Idiik mnt p.iiiil'itl, liodoil IVniii iiliio 
till lim I'.x. I'lii'K i't'< nil* iimiln, it ki'i'hI mmiy l’it]i(*rK, 'mid iiiio 1 
wliii'li ho wmi uii''ilUiiK In (pi'iilniix I.ii t'liirllii) ; iiivi'iitorio 
drown, duly Hixiu'd. I’lirkntH nm mIhih'Ii'iI, iiuiliiolly Hotilod, Hi 
I'lnpti nil till* 'I'nM n Ni'til I'lrKl, KroytoK mid N’nltiiim rnllnwiiiff willi ll 
‘ III* iimdii lli(iii**mid pmlfHtuiinnw of IiIm lidnlily In ymir MojoHly ; lin 
)in*tt.y woiik' (likn fiiiiitiii|Jt, tliiiik you, Ki'ir HoHidont?), 'mill ii 
ill* ItiiiliH liki* n nki'li'tnii.' ' VW tlnui inndi* doiiiiind of lliii 1 
Hioorr r/o IWnirf, 'I'lmt, Im wild, wti'i in tin* Hiff ('oho; mid In* 
not wliollioi' lit U'i^l/i(^ nr llomlinrjt ' (kin***' vnry n i'll wlion* it ivhh) 
fmdinn iioUiluK oUn *roiild do, wioti* for it, nlin** iiiK I'VoyliiK Un* !*< 
mid OMKiiKod, on liio word of lionour, nnt to nlir lirniiii till it orrivi'd 

Hpnil wliirli, wliiil is ftirllii'r to In* iintrd, Uioiipfli oil hooiiih 
K oltlod, Froyloff, nt. Vollrtito's (•ornnsl onlronty, ' for liolioof of Mii 
DoiiIm, o lii*lovi*d N'inri*, MouHii'iir, **lio is wniliiiff for iiio luiiir 
■SlriiNlitirp:, wliiiiii Niirli frinlit iniiilil In* llin driitli of! ’ ]inlH on pii 
low *vdrdM (till* low ivliirli Voltiiiri* lino UviHtnd into ' ^^(>ll^nV/ ' I’od 
ond HO fortli), to tin* olfiTl, ''rimt ivln'iiumr tin* f/i'wi'ro r.oiin*H, Vr 
hIihII ontiiiilly lio*'o Ifiivi* to «"•' dliil ho, oftnr oifflit-liourH 1 
(niiio A.M. to fivi* I*. M.), ovorylliiiifj; in Iniitlind ogiiin. Voltoiri*, 
Hhooknd mid n«*toniHlii>d, poor houI, 'Hit** i|oii*tly dini'ii to IiIh A» 
(wiyH (lolliiii),- -1(1 vvorkiiin, »'o<'o "f I'’"" ! o rniiuirri* In* ofU'ii IHuh 
H unli I’.iiHdH. Mmlmiit* Uoiils, on l•t'l•l'ivinH; Iiim Inid iimvH nt Htrm 
seta oir UiwordN liiin : orrivi** hoiih* diiyo linforo tin* ('/fiiorii iinil il 
tliiHO, Kinn FrindrlcU liml koiu*, Muy Ul, for hoihi* woi'Ich, I 

* Collini, p. 77. 


’ Vhi iilmKrii, [), 16. 


Hili'siliii Ut'vioMit; .him' l«l (vmy (l;»y »f thin jrn'iil Kurtiiig in tlio Lion 
d’Oi’), ho in (lit iiKnin. Ill iiliiiiixt, I’l nsHitt tl,ih tinio ;■ tiiul IcnovH, luthovto 
mill till niiiti' till' I'tnl, mitlhng, o\.ooiit. tlml Viillnlro Iium not tuniod-up 
luiywhuro. 

* * Viilliiiro omiiiol Imvo iliiim mm-li at hw in tlii« intorim 

at tlio (Inlilou Lion, ' " lioro hi> liiw lihorty to walk in tlio (Jiivdoii,' Uu 
low hoon. mill iw, hoori'lly i’oni'~iion(lint!;, oiimpluiuinjj^ and apidying, all 
roiiiiil, at a giriit nilo ; to t’mmt Siailioii iho Imporial lOxcollonoy at 
Main/., to Kroncli friondi, to I’riin'cvH \Villu'lininti, iiltiiiiatoly to ih-iedi-ich 
liimHolf.' [lo Ini', horn rofoivinp: viaita, fi-om Siu-ono IliuhnoaaoB, ‘Duke 
of Mi'iniiigt'ii ' ami tlm liUo, «ho Imppon to ho in Town, Visit from 
lnii|iiitoiiH Diitrli lloiikai'lli'r, \‘aii Ihiron (Prinlor of iho .Dih'-JI/rtcc/ifc/w;!!) ; 
witli whom wo liail aiicli controvorHy oiifo. Inii|uitouHj now opulent 
and jiroaporouM, Van Ihin’ii, happc'ning to lie hero, willliimi the pluaHiire 
of caUiiig on an old dlHlliigniihod IViond : dlatinguiahod friend, at sight 
of him imtoring tho (iiirdi'ii, slops Inislily up, gives liim a hox on tlio 
ear, without words Imt an intorjortion or two; and vnuislius within 
doors, That Is honu'lliing ! 'Monsii'ur,’ said (lollini, striving to weep, 
lint iinahlo, 'you havo loid a blow from the greatest man in tlio world.’ “ 

In short, Voltaire has I ('veiling great seiiHatiiin in Frankfurt; and 

keeping h'ri'ytag In perpetual fear and Irouhle. 

IWIi Jiiiw, tin' Big CiiHi', lumhering along, does arrive. It is 
earried straight lo h'li'j-lag's ; and at elovon in Die morning, Collini 
eagerly atlenilH to Imvi' it opi'iied, Froytag,- to whom Selimidt has 
returned from Kmhdeii, hut no Answer from Potsdam, or tho least light 
ahoiil lliose Is In the depths of oniharrassmont ; cannot 

oiie.ii, till he know ('ompletely what Hems and tUcripturcn ho is to mako 
sure of on o|iening! ‘I eaiimd, till tho King’s answer come!' — ‘Hut 
your written jiromlHe lo Vollniro?’ "rush, that was my own private 
promise, Monsieur; my own jirivalo prediction of what„woiild happen; 
a tiling /iro ./hriiiii, ami lo save Mmhimo Denis’s life. Pationco ; perhaps 
it will arrive this very day. t'ome again to mo at tlirco e.M, ; — thoro is 
llerliii post liiilay : tlien again in tliree days :~I surely oxjioct the Order 
will eomo hy this post or ne.vt ; Ood grant it may ho by tliis ! ’ Collini 
altemls at three; there is Kole from ^'redel•sd(n■f : King’s Majesty absent 
111 Preussen all this while ; expoe.tod now In two days. Freytag's face 

‘ 111 (Kmocs (U Isxv. ao7-l-), etc. Letters to Sladion (of strange 

ciimiidi U-iior: see Viiiidiugdli, pp. Vi, etc.). In O^twra dt J'n’dMc, xxii. 303, 
ami in (Kima de I'ollaiu, Ixxv. 185, is tlie Letter to 1 -nedrich (dateless, totally 
iiiiM.lnerd, mid rendered iminlelligihle, in liolli Works) : Letter r<i»f through 
Willieliiiina (.sec her fine reinarki in forwarding it, CEitvres dt Fridiric, xxvii. 
ttl. 23,1. 

’ Collini, p. l8*. 
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'isibly brightens ; ‘ Wait till next post ; three days more, only wait !’‘ 
ind in fact, by next post, as we find, the Open-Sesame did punctually 
some. Voltaire, and all this big cawing rookery of miseries and rages, 
Tould have at once taken wing again, into the serene blue, could 
Voltaire but have had patience three days more 1 But that was difficult 
’or him, too difficult. 


Part IL Voltaire, in spite of Ms efforts, does get away 
(June 20th — July 7th) 

Wednesday June Wth, Voltaire and Collini (‘ word of honour’ fallen 
dubious to tliem, dubious or more), — having laid their plan, striving to 
think it fair in the circumstances, — walk out from the Lion d’Or, 
^Voltaire in black-velvet coat,’ ^ with tlicir valuablest effects (La Pucelle 
and money-box included) ; leaving Madame Denis to wait the disimprison- 
ment of Qiuwe de Poisie, and wind-up the general business. Walk out 
very gingerly, — duck into a hackney-coach [ and attempt to escape by 
the Mainz Gale ! Freytag’s spy runs breathless with the news ; never 
was a Freytag in such taking. Terrified Freytag has to ‘ throw-on his 
coat’; order-out three men to gallop by various routes; jump into some 
Excellency’s coach (kind Excellency lent it), which is luckily standing 
yoked near by ; and shoot witli the velocity of life and death towards 
Mainz Gate. Voltaire, wliom the well-affected Porter, suspecting some- 
thing, has rather been retarding, is still there: ‘Arrested, in the King’s 
name ! ' — and there is such a scene ! For Freytag, too, is now raging, 
ignited by such percussion of the terrors ; and speaks, not like what they 
call ‘ a learned sergeant,’ but like a drilled sergeant in heat of battle : 
Voltaire’s tongue, also, and Collini’s, — ‘Your Excellency never heard 
such brazen-faced lies thrown on a man ; that I had offered, for 1,000 
thalers, to let them go ; that I had ' — In short, the thing has caught fire ; 
broken into flaming chaos come again. 

‘ Freytag’ (to give one snatch from Collini’s side) ‘ got into the carriage 
along with us, and led us, in this way, across the mob of people to 
Schmidt’s’ (to see what w'as to bo done with us). ‘Sentries were put at 
the gate to keep-out the mob ; we are led into a kind of counting-room ; 
clerk, maid- and man-servants are about ; Madam Schmidt passes before 
Voltaire with a disdainful air, to listen to Freytag, recounting,’ in the 
tone of a learned sergeant, what the matter is. They seize our effects ; 
under violent protest, wor.se than vain. ‘ Voltaire demands to have at 
least his snuffbox, cannot do without snuff ; they answer, ‘ It is usual to 
take everything.’ 


* Varnhagen, pp. 39 - 41 . 


’ li. p. 46. 



Ims it July 

' ' I'j !•» »rri' »|Mi Milli I'trj ; iVtiiti litiii' Ui tiiiiH 

hn lirU'il llit'iii lilt mini’, 40 il to tiili>niii;.»ti> nm. All nil ii miiiIiIi’Ii, 
imtiriiiK >* *1*"'*' I'*'!* "jH-ii, In* il;i»lii-ti {litiitii,;h it, innt U nut, .\liuinm 
Sfliiiililt Iti-r Biimiil, ul)i’|iiiii’ii mil) tliiri' iii.iiil Ki'ii'«tit*i ! iiitil, nt 

llifir lii'titl, iii'ilif'i iitli-r " U Iml f' riii'» Im, " rununl 1 Im iilUiwi’il to • 
til vnmit. till’ll'"' riii'j li-riii itn'li’ iiiiiiitl liiin, till Im iln it; I’lili-imt 

t'lillini, vtliii liitiU liiiii ' lii'iit itiiMii, ttiili liiii (iii^i’tM ill liin tliriiiit, 
iilti'iiijitiiiK to viiinii; mill i« ti’fiilii’it ; "Mint /tifii, tiro ymi ill, thou?" 
llo mmwt’fi'il ill « Inw niii p, in liii " Fiiitjn, fiiiiin (I iirotonii)," ‘ 
unit I'lillini li’AiU him Imi kj rp iii/'r^ld. ' 'I'lm Anllmr nf thn //f•lll•l^J^/(f 
mill Mfrnjii' ; ttlmt n «|mi fai-io • ‘ • ,S*iii tin- two InnirH Innl limy ilomi 

with thi'ir »ritiii((<i mnl nitrtii|,'iiif{ii. Our jtiirll'nliiiK ninl I'li.iM/fr (niuiii'y- 

hiix) ttorii lliriiMii into nn miijity trunk' (wlmt i'Iho I'liuhl Ihoy ho llirnwii 
into ?) ' whirh wtt« hii'koil «ilh ti (milhii'k, mnl ni'nloil iiilli ii pmn’r, 
V'lillniro'it itnmiiin thoiiim t'lnl.mnl .'’rhiiiiilt's riiihi'r nil llio iitlior. Dtini, 
Froytatt'ii ( h't k, wnn hiihii’H li’ml iin nnny. iil iho Hiiiir' (or Ililtj/. 

t/iHit : itioro hi'ln'i'lhttli ; l.tnn tl'Hr lotii’iiiix In lin i:(im cir!n‘il with uh 
rnrlhi'i) ; Iwolvo >iiiliUi’rii ; Miiilniini Doiiiii nilh l■nrtllinK of hiiyntiolH, 
mnl otlior woll knnwn tliij?rmn'ti’«, • • ‘I'lio 7lh 'if July, \'iilUiir« tliil 
m timlly K'l; mnl Ihoii in «n t’atri'iiin liiirry, hy hi*, mvii liliiiiiii, ii(fii|ii, 

'ri)i”ii' linul im'.iiij^i'H ivf Imifli tmlv in llu* liiiii|i ; Viilltiii'c’s 
own Nurnitivi’ nt' tin'll* lioiiij' sn I’lipioiiH, lliiiningly iiii))ri'nsivn, 
ivml iilill knnwn tn oion luuiy. How niuoli Iii’Uit I'ni’ V'till.itin* 
mnl UH, iiml nnlnuiy I'Vot* knnwn it,; liiiil it. imviT lici'ii wril.l.tm ; 
liml llin jiinir luililmli, un lift tor lliun n flmin'o Hl i't’ot-rinl; nil 
of il, id'li’r ivimniiny; niil Krankfurl. for it whilo, lioi'ii loft U> 
(Iriip into till’ ysotli-i.H foron’r ! 'I'o Vulliiiro nnd vnrious 
otiiiTH (1110 unii nu’ innn* vontlofH innliulnd), Unit; wan kho 
(l^•.Hil'nllll• thinm. 

Ilinl ttn'i'i’ hut, liofii, niiunim oiio'h fi’HmiiTt'H, a liLtlo jialionce 
anil jinii'tinal ntiulour, iiihlcnil of all tlial; vitiiiiorakivc olo- 
(lueiu'o and jiiiwor of t I'afrifoniio di'scniiLiou I Nay, in Lhafc 
cnM’, this wfcichcd slirnt rinl Inihlitiii need not; have hoen 
at all, 'I'nilv .M. do Voltain* had a (idonl; for .Hpocoli, hut 
laiiicntahly wmitcd that of hilnico ! ■We have now only the 
wid duly of |iointiiif(-(iiit the iinncijwl inendaeilie.s contained 
in M, lie Voltnire's world fainon.H Areonnt (for the other side 
has heen heard since that); and ho of quitting a painful 
’ Coltiiii, i>i>. Hi, 86. 
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business. The principal mendacities, — deducting all that 
about ‘ Pofohie ’ and the like, which we will define as poetic 
fiction, — are : 

1°. That, of the considerable files of soldiers (almost a Company of 
Musketeers, one would think) stuck-up round M. de Voltaire and Party, 
in The Billy-Goat ; Madame Denis’s bed-curtains being a screen of 
bayonets, and the like. The exact number of soldiers I cannot learn : 
’ a Schildwache of the 'Townguard ’ (means one ; surely does not mean 
Four?) ‘for each prisoner,’ reports the arithmetical Freytag; which, in 
the extreme case, would have been twelve in whole (as Collini gives it ) ; 
and ‘ next day we reduced them to two,’ says Freytag. 

2°. That of the otherwise frightful night Madame Denis had ; ‘ the 
feUow Dorn ’ (Freytag's Clerk, poor, hard-worked frugal creature, witli 
frugal wife and family not far off) ‘insisting to sit in the Lady’s bed- 
room I there emptying bottle after bottle ; nay, at last ’ (as Voltaire 
bethinks him, after a few days) ‘threatening to’ — Plainly to excel all 
belief ! A thing not to be spoken of publicly : indeed, what Lady could 
speak of it at all, except in hints to an Uncle of advanced years — 
Proved fact being, that Madame Denis, all in a flutter, that first night 
at The Billy-Goat, had engaged Dorn, ‘for a louis-d’or,’ to sit in her 
bedroom ; and did actually pay him a louis-d’or for doing so ! This is 
a very bad mendacity ; clearly conscious on M. de Voltaire’s part, and 
even constructed by degrees. 

3°. Very bad also is that of the moneys stolen from him by those 
Official people. M. de Voltaire knows well enough how he failed to 
get his moneys, and quitted Frankfurt in a hurry ! Here, inexorably 
certain from the Documents, and testimonies on both parts, is that 
final Passage of the long Firework ; last crackle of the rocket before it 
dropped perpendicular ; 

July Sth, complete Open-Sesame having come, Freytag and Schmidt 
duly invited Voltaire to be present at the opening of seals (his and 
theirs), and to have his moneys and effects returned from that ‘ old 
trunk’ he speaks of. But Voltaire had by this time taken a higher 
flight. July 6th, Voltiiire was protesting before Notaries, about the 
unheard-of violence done him, the signal reparations due ; and disdained, 
for the moment, to concern himself with moneys or opening of seals : 
‘ Seals, moneys ? Ye atrocious Highwaymen ! ’ 

Upon which, they sent poor Dorn with the sealed trunk in corpore, 
to have it onened hvVnltairA htmcAlf pAllin? in 7Vi/> D:n^. 
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' I 

lollt Jiiiir vtli Inly J7,'l.il 
til- yin-idtiH (liirritH iimi liiKlillmni vi-Iiomi,ni-.08, Himtdiod one of tlio i.istolH 
('l.iHtol willimtt willuoil Hint, witliout lock,' sii/h Voltaire- 

■ dlii-itMit l.iHtol Joat loaded,' tuHtiCioK (lollini) mmte.liod said pistol- 
anil i-liekiiiK it to the em-k, plu«Ki«d Dont-vrard, ivith furious oxclama- 
tioiiH.- iiol.iuito unlikolyUi Imve ahot Uoni (in tho llosliy parts),— had 
not follini luirrieill)- «lnn-k-iip hia hand, ’Mon Dku, Monsieurl’ and 
Dorn, with trunk, iuHtnntly vanwhod. Dorn, imturally, ran to a Lawyer. 
Voltaire, drioidiiiK ‘I'rial for iiitondod Ifomicido, instantly gathered him'- 
self; and shot away, self and /'in-e/Ze with Collini, eloar off;— loavini,.' 
Nieeo DenlH, lenviiiH: inonej-H and other things, to wait till tomorrow, 
and settle aa they could. 

.Vflor due lapse of days, In the duo legal maiinor, tho Trunk was 
opened-, ‘the 111/, of expenses' (111/, and odd Hhillings, not 100/. or 
more, as t'ollaire variously givea it) was accurately taken from it by 
Schmidt and h'reytag, to he paid whoro due.— (in o.vact liquidation, 
‘Isnidlord of Thf Htllii-doiU’ so much, ' liackney-Coaohmon, Riding 
(‘onatnhles sent In ehase.' so much, as per hill) and tho rest, 70/. 10#. 
was punrtually locked up again, fill Voifaire should apply for it. 'Send 
it after him,' Friedrich nnsweroil, wlien inquired of,- ‘Send it after 
him ; hut not' (ndlecls Iun) 'unless there is somebody to take his Ho- 
ceipL for it,' our gentleman being the man lie is. WJiich case, or any 
application from V'oltaire, never lurned-up. ' Rohl.cd by those high- 
waymen of J'ruHsian Agents 1' e.xclaimed Voltaire ovorywlioro, instead of 
ajijilying. Never applied -, nor ever forgot. Would fain have engaged 
Collini to apply, eqie.'ially when tho l'’ronch Armies had got into 
Frankfurt, - 1ml Collini did not sco his way.i 

So tlml, exi-ciiti us coitHoIntory Hcoliliiig-sl.ock for the rest 
of his life, Vollail'e got nolhiiifr of his 7h7, 10,?., ‘with 
jfwcl.s nn<l Hiinir!io.\-,’ alwayN lyin'' i-eady in the Trank for 
hiiii. And it liad, 1 nii|)))o.se, at tlie long la.st, to go by 
of W'niil/fill to somebody or otlior : — unless, perhaps, 
it slill lie, overwlielmed tinder dust and lumber, in the garrets 
of the old Knllilmns yonder, waiting for n legal owner? 
What became of it, no man know.s; but that no doit of it 
ever went l''r/-ylag’K or King FriedriclAs way, is abundantly 
evid(!iit. On the whole, wliat an entertaining Narrative is 
Lliat of Voltaire’s ; but wliat a pity he had ever written it ! 

‘ Tliico J.cucrs to Collini on the subject (January— May 1759), Collini, -p^ 
notj-ill. 
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This was the finishing Catastrophe, tragical exceedingly ; 
which went loud-sounding through the world, and still goes, 
— the more is the pity. Catastrophe due throughout to 
three causes ; First, That Fredersdorf, not Eichel, wrote the 
Order ; and introduced the indefinite phrase Skripturen, 
instead of sticking by the GEuvre de Poisies, the one essential 
point. Second, That Freytag was of heavy pipeclay nature. 
Third, That Voltaire was of impatient explosive nature ; and, 
in calamities, was wont, not to be silent and consider, but to 
lift-up his voice (having such a voice), and with passionate 
melody appeal to the Universe, and do worse, by way of 
helping himself 1 — 

‘ The poor Voltaire, after all ! ’ ejaculates Smelfungus. ‘ Lean, of no 
health, but melodious extremely (in a shallow sense) ; and truly very 
lonely, old and weak, in this world. What an end to Visit Fifth ; 
began in Olympus, terminates in the Lock-up ! His conduct, except in 
the Jew Case, has nothing of bad, at least of uuprovokedly bad. “Lost 
my teeth,” said he, when things were at zenith. “Thought I should 
never weep again,” — now when they are at nadir. A sore blow to one’s 
Vanity, in presence of assembled mankind ; and made still more poignant 
by noises of one’s own adding. France forbidden to him ’ (by expressive 
signalings); ‘miraculous Goshen of Prussia shut: “these old eyes, 
which I thought would continue dry till they closed forever, were 
streaming in tears ; ” ’ ' — but soon brightened-up again; Courage ! 

How Voltaire now wanders about for several years, doing 
his Annales, and other Works ; now visiting Lyon City (which 
is all in gaudeamus round him, though Cardinal Tencin does 
decline him as dinner-guest) ; now lodging with Dom Cal met 
in the Abbey of Senones (ultimately in one’s own first-floor, 
in Colmar near by), digging, in Calmet’s Benedictine Libraries, 
stuff for his Annales-, — wandering about (chiefly in Elsass, 
latterly on the Swiss Border), till he find rest for the sole of 
his foot : ^ all this may be known to readers ; and we must 

^ Letter frnm ‘ nfh TnKr * . rn_ XTI • 


f.uy nutltin}; ot' it. l-ivi-iit only Hint, m*\L ywir, in lii.s tent, 
or lull'd lud;.;iii|'s ill Ctilitmr. tin- A«ij,'i-1h visiloil him (Almiluini- 
likf, ufti'i' tk j-mt). Niuiu'ly, tliiit, oiio eviniiuj^ (late in Oetober 
ITn'l’), a kutu'k i-aiiii' fit hit iliuu-, ‘Her Serene Ilighno.s.s of 
liaireulh kkitht"> tu tfi' you, at the Inn over there!’ ‘Inn, 
liaireiith, wiy you r Heavens, h hat. i' - Or, to take it in 
the iinite furin : 

' Jniiiuiry iinth. I?’-’!, id'uiit («liilo \'tiUiiiro nut doHolato in 

l'V«iii'lii"'iUi''». far iiwnii, ' Itii' I’litiifi' nt liiiimilli, Mnr/ri'iif iritli oinulle 
III nil iiiiiMi winiliiH . mill rurUiiiH in-iu', liiiil rmijrlit lire ; iiioxiirulily 
(liitiii't! lip, mill liiiriit il-a'll' In aitii'i, il (iml nlher liiio (>(lirtc(iK (i(lii)iiiiiiff.> 
W'illii'liniiiii iH ii!viiiy>i vi'vy ill in iieiiltli ; they iirii now viiimililin/f llioir 
IVImi'i' ; .\!iii'f,*r(il' Imi «iiK>-;i‘at>il, ■' Why imL try MimLpi'lliiir ; lut iw luivo 
« wiiilrr tin'll'!" On tlml rii'iinil lluyv lU'ii (iniil tif Oiitiilnir pot 

till' li'iiplli nC { ‘iiliimr I mill iln thn Vnllnirn miriii'lti In piiHninp. Very 
I'lnn'minp In Ihr pnnr iniiii, in lti« rioilii'iiliini liei i'. 

' " I'liplit Innii'.i in n piri'i', "illi tlie .‘'itlor of the Kinp of PruHuiiv," 
irrili'H ho : think of tlinl, iiiy fnonilt ! “.Shn loiitlwl itio iv'ltli hountioH ; 
miitlo inn n niiott. Iirtiiililitl protoul. liiHiMti'il to hoo my Niero ; would 
Imvti mu ifii w ith thoin to .Miintpidlior." Other iiitorvlowB nnd mectinps 
Lhoy hud, tilt'll' tnid fni lhor mi : VoUniro triml lor the Mimtpelllor; hut 
niuld mit.''' Willii'lmiim winlt'retl at Moiilpi'lliur, without Voltuiro 
('''riiiink ymir hl.iri!" 'rritr'i Kriodrirh to hor. Tho Frioilrkh-Wil- 
hi'lmliin f^lirr) tiro ul llioir lii'ht.dtu'inp this .fournoy ; liorii unfortuimtoly 
vory fiiiv),* Winlor doiio, Ifilholmiiwi wont Hlil! .South, to Holy, to 
Niipli'H, Imi'k iiy Voiiiro : iil NuiiIoh, nndorpoinp tlio (Jrotto dol Ciiiio 
find iioiKhhiiiii'hmid, Wilholiiiinii jiltioked « Sjirip of Liiurol from Virpil’s 
(ii'iivo, iind iionl it in hor KroUior in Itiii prol.Ui'Ht miiimor ; — is homo at 
Huiri'uth, now I’lilni'o rriidy, Angitul 

'I’hese imiiit.H, iuirrifilly put down, careful readcr,s will mark, 

nrar I au'..imic), ' in Frliiimry 175O xvii. 2^3 then purc!ia.sed 

/■tnin/, not far tiff, ' in Ortiil.rr ly.sK’ : nml cmuimicd lliei'c, still more glorioiiB, 
fur ahtitm twculy yrnra tliriu ofnrili {if'iiA Ixxvii. 398, x.vxi.Y. 307 : tlinnk the 
nxrtcl ' CUog.' fur liolh tlK'ir Ntiirs). 

* Holic, vVAitjV P* 

> Ix-Urm (in C/uii'ifi, Ixxv, 450, dS*). 'Colmar, 23d Octolicr, etc. 1754.’ 

* Wrnie tn hhiedricli xlmiU il (one of lii.s iirat I.cllcrs after the I'.xplosion), 
Xjiplyini; to rririltirh ' for a Passport ’ or Letter of Protection ; which Friedrich 
answers liy Dc I'rade'., openly lani'liiiig at it {f/itrow, xxUi. 6). 

‘ aiuvret dn xxvii. 111. 248.273 (Sciitcmlier 1754, and onwards). 
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and perhaps ti’y to keep in mind. Wilhelmina’s Tourings 
are not without interest to her friends. Of her Voltaire 
acquaintanceship, especially, we shall hear again. With 
Voltaire, Friedrich himself had no farther Correspondence, 
or as good as none, for four years and more. What Voltaire 
writes to him (with Gifts of Books and the like, in the 
tenderest regretful pathetically cooing tone, enough to mollify 
rocks), Friedrich usually answers by De Prades, if at all, — in 
a quite discouraging manner. In the end of 1757, on what 
hint we shall see, the Con-espondence recommenced, and did 
not cease again so long as they both lived. 

Voltaire at Potsdam is a failure, then. Nothing to be 
made of that. Law is reformed ; Embden has its Shipjnng 
Companies ; Industry flourishes : but as to the Trismegistus 
of the Muses coming to our Hearth — ! Some Eight of 
Friedrich’s years were filled by these Three grand Heads of 
Effort; perfect Peace in all his borders ; and in 1753 we se» 
how the celestial one of them has gone to wreck. 'Understand 
at last, your Majesty, that there is no Muses’-Heaven possible 
on Telluric terms ; and cast that notion out of your head 1 ’ 

Friedrich does cast it out, more and more, henceforth, — 
'Ach, mein lieher Suher, what was your knowledge, then, of 
that damned race?’ Casts it out, we perceive, — and in a 
handsome silently stoical way. Cherishing no wrath in his 
heart against any poor devil ; still, in some sort, loving this 
and the other of them ; Chasot, Algarotti, Voltaire even, who 
have gone from him, too weak for the place: ‘Too weak, 
alas, yes ; and I, was I wise to try them, then ? ’ With a 
fine humanity, new hope inextinguishably welling-up ; really 
with a loyalty, a modesty, a cheery brother manhood unex- 
pected by readers. 

Eight of the Eleven Peace Years are gone in these courses. 
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(Treaty of Aix in his pocket) ; and an Excellency Keith, more 
and more famous henceforth, has succeeded him in that 
Austrian post. Busy people, these and others ; now legation- 
ing in Foreign parts : able in their way ; but whose work 
proved to be that of spinning ropes from sand, and must not 
detain us at this time. 

The errand of all these Britannic Excellencies is upon a 
notable scheme, which Royal George and his Newcastle have 
devised, Of getting all made tight, and the Peace of Aix 
double-riveted, so to speak, and rendered secure against every 
contingency, — by having Archduke Joseph at once elected 
‘ King of the Romans.’ King of the Romans straightway ; 
whereby he follows at once as Kaiser, should his Father die : 
and is liable to no French or other intriguing ; and we have 
talcen a bond of Fate that the Balance cannot be canted 
again. Excellent scheme, think both these heads ; and are 
stirring Germany with all their might, purse in hand, tc 
cooperate, and do it. Inconceivable \vhat trouble these 
prescient minds are at, on this uncertain matter. It was 
Britannic Majesty’s and Newcastle’s main problem in this 
w'orld, for perhaps four years (174f9-1753) : — ‘My own child, 
SIS a fond Noodle of Newcastle used to call it ; though 1 
rather think it was the other that begot the wretched object 
but had tired sooner of nursing it under difficulties. 

Unhappily there needs unanimity of all the Nine Electors 
The poorer you can buy ; ‘ Bavarian Subsidy,’ or annua 
pension, is only 46,000^., for this invaluable object ; Koln ii 
only — a mere trifle:^ trifles all, in comparison of the sacrec 
Balance, and dear Hanover kept scathless. But unfortunateb 
Friedrich, whom we must not think of buying, is not enthusi 
astic in the cause ! Far from it. The now Kaiser has neve: 
yet got him, according to bargain, a Reichs-Guarantee fo 

' Debate on ‘ Bavarian Subsidy ’ (in Walpole, George the Second, i. 49) : end 
less Correspondence between Newcastle and his Brother (curious to read, thoug 
of the most long-eared description on the Duke’s part), in Coxe’s Pelham, i: 
338-465 (‘31st May 1750 — 3d November 1752’): precise Account (if anybod 
now wanted it), in Adelung, vii. 146, 149, 154, et seq. 
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had wished the thing ; but with nothing like such enthusiasm 
as King George; — ^to whom the refusal, by Friedrich and 
Fate, was a bitter disappointment. Poor Britannic Majesty : 
Archduke Joseph came to be King of the Romans, in due 
course, right enough. And long before that event (almost 
before George had ended his vain effort to hasten it), Austria 
turned on its pivot ; and had clasped, not England to its 
bosom, but France (thanks to that exquisite Kaunitz) ; and 
was in arms against England, dear Hanover, and the Cause 
of Liberty ! Vain to look too far ahead, — especially with 
those fish-eyes. Smelfungus has a Note on Kaunitz; readable, 
though far too irreverent of that superlative Diplomatist, 
and unjust to the real human merits he had. 

‘The struggles of Britannic George to get a King of the Romans 
elected were many. Friedrich never would bite at this salutary scheme 
for strengthening the House of Austria: “A bad man, is not he?” 
And all the whUe, the Court of Austria seemed indifferent, in comparison ; 
— and Graf von Kaunitz-Rietberg, Ambassador at Paris, was secretly 
busy, wheeling Austria round on its axis, France round on its ; and 
bringing them to embrace in political wedlock ! Feat accomplished by 
his Excellency Kaunitz (Paris, 1752-3); — accomplished, not consummated ; 
left ready for consummating when he, Kaunitz, now home as Prime 
Minister, or helmsman on the new tack, should give signal. Thought 
to be one of the cleverest feats ever done by Diplomatic art. 

‘Admirable feat, for the Diplomatic art which it needed ; not, that 
I can see, for any other property it had. Feat which brought, as it was 
intended to do, a Third Silesian War ; death of about a million fighting 
men, and endless woes to France .and Austria in particular. An exquisite 
Diplomatist, this Kaunitz ; came to be Prince, almost to be God-Brahma 
in Austria, and to rule the Heavens and Earth (having skill with his 
Sovereign Lady, too), in an exquisite and truly surprising manner. Sits 
there sublime, like a gilt crockery Idol, supreme over the populations, 
for near forty years. 

‘ One reads all Biographies and Histories of Kaunitz : * one catches 
evidence of his well knowing his Diplomatic element, and how to rule 
it and impose on it. Traits there are of human cunning, shrewdness of 
eye; — of the loftiest silent human pride, stoicism, perseverance of 
determination, — but not, to my remembrance, of any conspicuous 


* Hormayr’s (in CEsUrrtichischer Plutarch, iv. 3tes, 231-283); etc. etc. 




386 THE TEN YEARS OF PEACE [BOOK XVI. 

[1750-1753 

Laws, he had, in 1744, directly after coming to possession of 
Ost-Friesland, instructed Excellency Andrie, his Minister in 
London, to apply at the fountain-head, and expressly ask of 
my Lord Carteret ; ‘ Are hemp, flax, timber contrabanci ? ’ 
‘ No,’ answered Carteret ; Andrie repoided, And on this 

basis they acted, satisfactorily, for above a year. But, in 
October 1745, the English began violently to tnke j)Ian]cs for 
contraband ; and went on so, and ever worse, till the end of 
the War.^ Excellency Andrie has gone home ; and a Secre- 
tary of Legation, Herr Michel, is now here in his stead ; — 
a good few dreary old Pamphlets of Michel’s publishing 
(official Declaration, official Arguments, Documents, in French 
and English, 4to and 8vo, on this extinct subject), if you 
go deep into the dust-bins, can be disinterred here to this 
day. Tread lightly, touching only the chief summits. The 
Haggle stretches through five years, 1748-1753, — and the 
at last ceases haggling : 

‘January Sih, 1748' (War still on foot, but near ending), ^Michel 
applies about injuries, about various troubles and unjust seizures of 
ships; Secretary Chesterfield answers, “We have an Admiralty Court j 
beyond question, right shall be done.” “Would it wore soon, then ! ” 
hints Michel. Chesterfield, who is otherwise politeness itself, confidently 
hopes so; but cannot push Judicial people. 

‘February 1748. Admiralty being still silent, Michel applies by 
Memorial, in a specific case ; “Two Stettin Ships, laden with wine from 
Bordeaux, and a third vessel," of some other Prussian port, laden with 
corn ; taken in Ramsgate Roads, whither they had been driven by storm : 
“Give me these Ships back!” Memorial to his Grace of Newcastle, 
this. Upon which the Admiralty sits ; with deliberation, decides (June 
1748), “Yes!” And “there is hope that a Treaty of Commerce will 
follow ; " 2 which was far from being the issue just yet ! 

‘ On the contrary, his Prussian Majesty’s Merchants, perhaps encour- 
aged by this piece of British justice, came forward with more and ever 
more complaints and instances. To winnow the strictly true out of 
which, from the half-true or not provable, his Prussian Majesty has 
appointed a “ Commission,” ‘ fit people, and under strict charges, I can 
believe. 'Commission takes (to Friedrich’s own knowledge) a great deal 
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‘November 23d, 1752, resolved on by Friedrich;’ ‘con- 
summated April 23d, 1753:’ these are the dates of this 
decisive passage (Michel’s biggest Pamphlet, French and 
English, issuing on the occasion), February 8th, 1753, no 
redress obtainable, poor Newcastle shrieks, ‘ Can t, mustn t ; 
astonishing ! ’ and ‘ the people are in great wrath about it. 
April 12th, Friedrich replies, in the kindest terms; but 
sticking to his point.’* And punctually continued so, and 
did as he had said. With what rumour in the City, com- 
mentaries in the Newspaper’s and flutter to his Grace of 
Newcastle, may be imagined. ‘ What a Nephew have I ! ’ 
thinks Britannic Majesty • ‘ Hah, and Embden, Ost-Friesland 
is not his. Embden itself is mine ! ’ A great deal of ill- 
nature was generated, in England, by this one affair of the 
Privateers, had there been no other: and in dark cellars of 
men’s minds (empty and dark on this matter’), there arose 
strange caricature Portraitures of Friedrich : and very mad 
notions, — of Friedrich’s perversity, astucity, injustice, maligir 
and dangerous intentions, — are more or less vocal in the Old 
Newspapers and Distinguished Correspoirdences of those days. 
Of which, this one sample ; 

To what height the humour of the English ran against Friedricli is 
still curiously noticeable, in a small Transaction of tragic Ex-Jacobite 
nature, which then happened, and in the commentaries it awoke in their 
imagination. Cameron of Lochiel, who forced his way through the 
Nether-Bow in Edinburgh, had been a notable rebel ; but got away 
to France, and was safe in some military post there. Dr. Archibald 
Cameron, Lochiel’s Brother, a studious contemplative gentleman, bred 
to Physic, but not practising except for charity, had quitted his books, 
and attended the Rebel March in a medical capacity, — ‘not from choice,' 
as he alleged, ‘but from compulsion of kindred ' ; — and had been of help 
to various Loyalists as well ; a foe of Human Pain, and not of anything 
else whatever : in fact, as appears, a very mild form of Jacobite Rebel. 
He too got to France ; but had left his Wife, Children and frugal Patri- 
monies behind him, — and had to return in proper concealment, more 
than once, to look after them. Two Visits, I think two, had been 


' Adelung, vii. 336-338. 
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distinguished himself by the gi-and human virtue (one of tlie 
most important for Kings and for men) of keeping well at 
home, — of always minding his own affairs. These were, in 
fact, the one thing he minded ; and he did that well. He 
was vigilant, observant all i-ound, for weather-symptoms ; 
thoroughly well informed of what his neighbours had on 
hand ; ready to interfere, generally in some judicious soft way, 
at any moment, if his own Countries or their interests came 
to be concerned ; certain, till then, to continue a speculative 
obseiwer merely. He had knowledge, to an extent of accuracy 
which often surprised his neighbours : but there is no instance 
in which he meddled where he had no business ; — and few, I 
believe, in which he did not meddle, and to the purpose, when 
he had. 

Later in his Reign, in the time of the American War 
( 1777 ), there is, on the English part, in regard to Friedrich, 
an equally distracted notion of the same kind brought to 
light. Again, a conviction, namely, or moral-certainty, that 
Friedrich is about assisting the American Insurgents against 
us ; — and a very strange and wdubitable step is ordered to be 
taken in consequence ! ^ As shall be noticed, if we have time. 
No enlightened Public, gazing for forty or fifty years into an 
important Neighbour Gentleman, with intent for practical 
knowledge of him, could well, though assisted by the cleverest 
Hanburys, and Demon and Angel News writers, have achieved 
less ! — 

Question Thh-d is — But Question Third, so extremely 
important was it in the sequel, will deserve a Chapter to 
itself. 

* (Euvres de Fridh ic, xxvi. 394 (Friedrich to Prince Henri, 29th June 1777). 
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entire, should be restored at once (France extremely anxious on that 
point ) ; but for the rest had, being in such haste, flung itself altogether 
into the principle of Slatus-guo-ante, as the short way for getting tlirough. 
The Boundary in America was vaguely (iefined, as ^ now to be what it 
had been before the War.’ It had, for many years before tlie War, been 
a subject of constant altercation. Acadie, for instance, the Nova Scotia 
of the English since Utrecht time, the French maintained to mean only 
‘the Peninsula,’ or Nook included between the Ocean Waters and the 
Bay of Fundy. And, more emphatic still, on the ‘ Isthmus ’ (or narrow 
space, at north-west, between said Bay and the Ocean or the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence) they had built ‘Forts' : ‘Stockades,’ or I know not what, ‘on 
the Missaquish ’ (hodie Missiquash), a winding difficult river, nortlimost 
of the Bay of Fundy’s rivers, which the French affirm to be the real limit 
in that quarter. The sparse French Colonists of the interior, subjects of 
England, are not to be conciliated by perfect toleration of religion and 
the like ; but have an invincible proclivity to join their Countrymen 
outside, and wish well to those Stockades on the Missiquash. It must be 
owned, too, the French Officiai People are far from scrupulous or 
squeamish ; show energy of maniigement ; and are very skilful with the 
Indians, who are an important item. Canada is all French ; has its 
Quebeos, Montreals, a St.-Lawrence River occupied at all the good 
military points, and serving at once as bulwark and highway. 

Southward and westward, France, in its e.ruberant humour, claims for 
itself The whole Basin of the St. Lawrence, and the whole Basin of the 
Mississippi as well: ‘Have not we Stockades, Castles, at the military 
points; Fortified Places in Louisiana itself?’ Yea; — and how many 
Ploughed Fields bearing Crop have you ? It is to the good Plougher, not 
ultimately to the good Cannonier, that those portions of Creation will 
belong ! The exuberant intention of the French is, after getting back 
Capa Breton, 'To restrict those aspiring English Colonies,’ • more 
Ploughers and Traders, hardly numbering above one million, ‘to the 
Space eastward of the Alleghany Mountains,’ over which tlioy arc 
beginning to climb, ‘and southward of that Missiquash, or, at farthest, 
of the Penobscot and Kennebunk’ (rivers hodie in the State of Maine).' 
That will be a very pretty Parallelogram for them and their ploughs and 
trade-packs: we, who are 50,000 odd, expert with the rifle far beyond 
them, will occupy the rest of the world. Such is the French exuberani 


* La Gallisonniire, Governor of Canada’s Despatch, ‘ Quebec, 15th January 
1749’ (cited in Bancroft, History of the United States, Boston, 1839 et seq.). 
‘The English Inhabitants are computed at 1,051,000; French (in Canada 
45,000, in Louisiana 7,000), in all 52,000 : ’ History of British Dominions in 
North America (London, 1773), p, 13, Bancroft (i. 154) counts the English 
Colonists in ‘ 1754 about 1,200,000,’ 


tn.iioii «!i 4, tW«..V^» iri!, ' »^^i)»i,)t„ «t Ah-ln-cimjiolhi, niunli 

mur» U.'-'!*' }•»; jfff <if t H.-ri..!t, (tiB f (mitnumlmit «t Holroit (wMl 
ifJj 4 Ilf * Ik K|i|}|jDti |H*r(?Jll|ilorily ovoiy 

K'-igltiJ) 1...5 >>!.ly ihrivtiliiiiita, lint (in tli« Ollio or itH 

Ijit.ulan*^ , t>)r » ■ iiS-"!. »tiil Uieii |iy riid'n, If nniiiiddn do not 

feprit if 

*if «>■,» n-'r t.in uf rrjtoUrlly Oio I'liiffliNli )invn not in 
{t.c it|t i« ilrimrl ; 'from tlio Ciniiidn 

5.1 U,«i t umi'.iiiM, o.eif I. jffiniuil uf t)i8 Six Nations; liottod 
wi!!i lieftt amt an ttmup, or ftilvolUiiroiiH S(|imUor'n 

faun ' «.i wJi.iin i.na !Ji«i KiBni'U «f(i lo »»y ; ' llomir yiiii, iimlnnlly; 

»(«t JJiB ai.inr ’■ ttio f'rriit ti liiivii distiimt Orilcrs from 

! iiuH, aii-t «!’-i h’*'. tJio »ai(ip ; llin Kli^fliHll liftVB iluliHUllCt 

fti.m Na' ! it-, i-.-i naiii mirrify, or miml to oiloy tiiONO : 

. ..!ifiiai..(i« «I..I I- i.io .-i,« are tiiaiit!iiSit, i|l.|ijOllmi«, I'onlillimi, Of wllicll 
•'m lii»iiijy nil .;.t t e In ei r( i l.i-ily ; niol iiri'd only lio iiidicntpd 

lieru liy B ii.asjl i ? l«ii i f tt e ii.uiii 


ill 0 '»ee i’ll I..i'i!ir.| nnttii loOlltllMl. l''irst, (Viplnill 

t luam, a j< il'iif •j-m'i-.t ! »■! j ar KritllrlottO ill t.ooilon, oriKilllllol' of lllO 
(■‘iini.'tinijj fJi.aj.-Jai ii.rtr. !-».t lira rttlcolloil lo tllO fllUl ((njlllllilltiiw 

aiol ijuMliimal.Ia . ..i..ti'..i.-< I'f .V»i*l .Su’.'ol, hUIi filW IlllllllliUnlHj nil(l 

S},.i*n timatir diaafle. tr.| , an.l, ii) |(|«ll> I'llillln IlOW forKOllml, )l»d (fOt 
(hr, lii.ieisu. ent J»i. iBitr.l tn itr.jiali li (Jmiti 17 tll) » kinii of lillif-jmy or 
tt.iiSarji ( i.iiKH ill 0 ..*e (.ati. ‘ ii.iirr' limn 1,'liM) porHonH, (liHiwiided 
mliliBJo aii-l o.aftura. ..i.ilBr I iiltiiii'l Kdwiinl CornwiiIliM,' Urother 
.» iliB .iiirn fa«K.in« Jair.l ( H'Jm liiiiiii'd, iinnordiiiHly, on 


Uiat n.iiKti «ti..j«, «Uwki«>le.t ilipiinftr r« ill, iimillly mi(U‘ivvonrin(f and 
en.t..noj{ , ai.d i.e*t f ear, *'"'<* » ') "*'»> f‘'f lln’insidvcs ; 'I'own {>niiili/ii.r 
f*,i iiaineit ff iiiK itiB iheii I -*•- -I ( lalifrtx, I'fi'sidiint of tilO Itoard of J ladc) ; 
■Bjiii-t. »t«>n!» tJ.ere. h< oi"r«' nnd <«oro (•(niwpiruoim mnniiDr, at Uiis day. 
HiasiV.. to >1.1, t ap’B.ii Infant; tlmuKli lim iinKniU'fuI (?onoratioMH 
enept diiitiy m ' umio. .‘♦ifpoi, fiear your lluspltnl) liavo lost nil itiomory 
Ilf 5 .iw, aa ilioif Bunt i» Him klieads ; iioviir mind tliom. 

J lie U.mg («, an ' f'Jn" ‘ owpany' )m" K"'' loK^Lkof ' 

tmien.n, tl>e,« . Itr.Ul.lim Majo-ly Kiji'IK 

iTiUi, and »hal I. .till r«|pr, '/.IHI.IKH) Amis of Iinml m those Ohio 
le^.i,..., .101* JOM are nomW to roIm.lHO there in « fixed manner. 

Iirnao.iie Male ly thii.W t>-o ( onnlry ' lieliveen the Monongaho a 

L. h..‘ • Ufl-f <^’r. .( (lj,W .i« 

. 7 :., .t .-.I .. • £ 

U.,e. from 1. ith and A)!r«h»»y Hiver from north unite to 
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Ohio*; *U5JiU. in our i)*' ^i|? I'l^wn t*i I'iSU^viriif Atitl 

tU injhiotn*'*. Utnn t^m^ii^ »^5 3viil{i»^.ly is^gr? •«}« jj^^Urr; I^tui- 
Sur^r\Hr in it Jt'ti|f*.K, ‘Unl « UpiI jrn’e?6?. tnt^U laisw^J 

bv lhr< t Jlui‘ t 'i «A9 s^ff t«ri‘r^«t W 5»»n, %hij^ ^«m6i\r bml 

miji h UtP Kji?»f|*jiQ^ , au 4 «b«* «fau iu4rsi54 fSt 

i tijiut'li'Mi'', *: lm«* JiiKulhfril \ »'*ui<|C tioud^man , wh*i * atjio U* 
i}iat4nrUi*M in th« Kn((l< 

Fri'Mfh lJ»ivipjriit*r i t*A d«Ui«=fi»uh»ffw »uU tbo I'si^jy v ^t^Xtcng w*ti4 Mf ihu 
Uhin t »'H4i^nY altil in i»mbf)i«* ihn 

( ‘otiimAn^N^iit ihilhwfwAfil, 'wilh rnm, iV» An>t m 

\ Alb'liA tif iStf' obiu Atxl nf 0i» as «k4 * lltAf 

iifturr * inirirs |p 44,’ »5p <*n>l iho t n ijis- fij«!-Miie 

«}i^aih inif diAt ^ JfHjgj flip JajjIiw? ri»l|fp, wJ»rn»<» Utt^4t‘4 

Uifi iJjti r*njnU> l»» «*‘4 nujU Ibp lUxtriMiti 

KiUra \n iht' ifp<*8 . lb# h>4t*us atf Ks^’to wilh Uiv- 

KiBK)»«U I pi-jxU ihp <ta l*^fa ff«m the Cjiwhs »»? iho VStAJtus , Aiut 

(m tbp (if 1 *<vi»))8%Ka«(ba^ fp.j Ixm S«i nil 

fAirlhy'f illly * \ ti*^lte1^i•.^•^ a, (hp>»>p ^ 8r;u b, wrH « 

frnlu JiMMiP 1 J’lt|MrJi;!;r, f Kr 5(S^';lAnt * u « »•? !•<* t * A-Ua'-SiMBf ?r* j! w I»u 

U niiw v»4IjIv' 4 ftl (Mr ®l U n. 'ist uhj^'i^Ub^ «►« »iU 

hn4iiit( * llip Ic^'l ‘ *rjt U, b« an 4 tty, kpw 

«4i|i.l(rr« thWIi lijbi Ui»MK» i *t.t»» |»«f !s Mxflir*- b f»f ) «:>7 ««>i y , 

* lliP I'fPlub ( HU PtJiJnrjil it4 l)»i* yrap l7‘'b n»i fr!*»oy 

lliAtl M,***** turn b*f OiPJf \<n0Pi-.«i» An4 ihn fJhin 

t vrnlufe ««n m '*n*<kA»1o, !<>»?« i\ uni, »< will 

tn* ftopn " 

nifl rhif S dmiK wutlh jjnUr<», ni 17 m. 4n4 *141 #!» vy® Ibn 
J'l^nr ftUtI ) rAPfi, hA4 f r fpppljt xi l*t .Nm* A %t * A-»# t *jv«* i-« X **f mo, * a 

r»*rkl««5®l)r «.ftnKuii*Ar> jtArli»An* ui»6»»iA»i j^r.^iIrmA » *4 itw Ifris^k, 
/n4lj;«» Tfc'll* k, AjKHirab n«"3llr>» Jnm»<^3f pw-.nlof l74n ***>: «>?« sba^ ^fiea, 
HUpf, b*’A4 of Ha% rif v»ie»1y . »a» \htt N hI I bv^^'UDilti, 

YtbU'U i» A4uU?.tiwtly KulfHsH |{Tti»»4»4, lUxnjfb 4nba,t;^i!^4 ty I smn b Ijsi 
t'nriip rni}i|»rU, or A4fni!8, ItiJ.AtilAnfs U» B«e«f skUct;giA4np Sh Fpajx o 

a^aIh ; AliU Ui 1114^(8 UirftHeoltpA ’.KHofiit ill Uui in ttc'.U 

in^, vrith an ito nnbtAry work »f wbtrb, ^ <t!«<n63 t «>rn 

wftilU An4 lnri|iifint llAbfAv Ar«> murb «( a 1>»9^ I^Bioy- isi e^rV Ai4 

frinn thn Uuvsyfuof nj j* A««M»ti44> \** i-i 

Un rnjuinnp*4; (‘onBlitMlitnml SnlhiU^ j^3«^ aI 

Atnl riiU «‘nl)* wsnti a nf i»»i tnpit, U* Iff aji 4 fKKAJpf t In aI 

»n)^ rwt*’. April lr*Vb ibe i'«i Afiivut Uikjjp , H24«rf I a t m 

AltinU^ In gw, liourlntii Mag Ja mnYiKi^ ini his lUfeca, b;. 4« 5bp 
ipiftAh : high limp UibI h^ au4 W wpfp gunp • ViSla^p rii«ral ’ , 

CirlhadiiK, a»» all ihufm l*riP*U ktta, all pi. ke^t (..? Ui» hw»UKf*«i. " »iU» tr.?» 


« t • 

.-.■■1 i.ju ia, onU I;t.. 1.1 l! .■ ( i„ I hit;, 1, •.■1,1*; iiilmliitniitH liiini Uloir 

I .I IBT*. n-.'S 1--.. IJ..' V ' I ( oilIP »■< I tWfJUflril, l4l (’llllin, 

». ri'S’ tho \l. 1 lafi, ill-, . a<-», t i. »!, tn M ri'tlniiiiy, Im in now on Frisnch 
Sfii';!;it , i>,>? ! i- wi,!, a’ t#(i ill'tVilit till' ‘IVrritiiry licrp ; and 

PI rt I l!C h iif ll, ’ t:i! Jr^Jiglitf ( lilllllliniiimiirn ' (itllH PVl'r KilH'O 

II. p lrr»!> I.! \i>. ill (1 I'.nt Vtny llM>iilU"i>( liiU'II H(l piaHHillK) 

' lisi4 r ®pt'.’r4 whal ii.n IlniiinUtv iH’lnrrt'n the iHii ( ‘(iiilitrii'H In.' (.'hijf- 
IH . ".1 aohon, #!;il UiP lii lKlil'-nlIltllf |lll)llll;llil)ll (((IIIB, (.'onHl llllls 

!g«i4 it-3 I MTi* fl’iiiittrii !■ i4 1*1 jrltirit tgi Halifax. 

It «<,\'. ;;.it I'.H \-il imu liillmuitfj, tlml ( 'liijfiliM'lo fOiilil 1)11 nijllilly (fot 
liiiM nt In {lir Ha! ! n )irii)i!i’ ; imr till n Imijj tinm nlli'r, tlml tji (Ionia 
. .I'lM ( p il:il’i.4;.,-r.t il.iiii li;-: fii, jsaill'n. iillll Mpllt |inpkiti)f. ' S«))U'inl)(ir 
I’".'", n t.vx t ij.i- nil I lii^MU'i 111 liitiiul tlui (lini'B ji(i)iiili)ii« nKaiii, 
Ili.la-.'. ( ir:,. h ' t'l lii-.f." (.ii'i'lmlmlj .''iiilljtMK Ol* ll Will,); wild Ktddll 
irti ! i t (li-tfiiiin, ami ttl•|>(|l•ll II ilftiM'iiiiiii’il miniith, 

»uiS 'iillfi) i'" -’ j'li.i llmr iimii''i,' ^ll•l'llra iliKUii|)i'iiriii|^, 'I'liiH wna 
ir> t!ui ! 1 i.ital.iii liluiiilolipil (it‘ IIiIk warn ri'iilly mlliliivy on the 

1 irm h i-.nln \>iil in Niiii'iiilH r fdlltiw itt/f, nmiia miinll Ki'lUnli Ci'iiiHor 
1. 11 tJ.i.ir I . > >5, lit mill a I'Vi'iirIt Iltl|{imliiii', from (jtnilioe, 

III. I m.iiii.' mill! m .,ti'ii-i nml iidl»fi‘mi’iit*i (hr I.II Cdnio, Hiii/.ed 

iKi- imii.p ; ti. till. I- I.I !. iiili', niiii n mit lit liiTM ini',- (lin'd lilt'll Itwl td tll« 

llritiiilt, r." Ill It" l iriiili, -iiiil himifchl ll til llitlirax. ^Liiwrul ami 
Krir'iiiri '* I ■. II tlir .tiliiiii.ilt)' I'liiiii ,* *^.shi'i*r Ihiviiiy J* hIii'iiiIc Lliii 
l /amli, 11, I'lpiD liipatiiii; mil iiiln urliiii) llaiilieH lit' iliiiiio, in LIiIh 
tiiatiiirir 

Hi, 'toll I iiL iiunmina, I. Ill 111 niimlii'r, imiiii'n luitworlli ini'iitliin, liiivo, 
at tnt. III il.i . Vrar Kinm In I’lirin ; aliil urn lidItliliK’ liiiiillfditl Cdli- 
irlr-.,. m mtli 1 ii tii ll illtlil, In lid IllirpllM', any OC llldlll. Oiio rwiil.i 
tlip iliraty tattln iil tin' Ifiilic Ilf Xt'wraHlIti ii|iim it, In the Voarit imwiinl : 
'Jimi t" nt-nen," ilm H'lhn liii|)en ; 'Hdiiio ililliciillifH, liut every- 

J((h) y, I'Vfln ll Mill! MiiKli»h. wniitiiiy mere .jiiMliee: ami tiiir ami tlioir 
l iiiiitiiieitniiriii iwjiiK m ndi’li a ^I'Mi'l'niiii Kpirit^ alU'lily tiioy will HOOli 
.riilr it • ! Mm) irnwr liiil nr rmilil ; ami hU'iiilily it wont dll HorKoniiiff. 

'I'lmt iiiiliililf [iiiviilc ii'iH't'l ion of llio Hint CiuKicIn 

nml I .iiiii'ii ui-i mriiii nil Aiiii'i'icn WV.st of the Allo^liniiic.v, Iind 
nut M-f mi/.ii out It) llif I'liitcliHli; but it IN gmdiially ooiting- 
titit.'iuitl timt IbiKliuitl will Imvf to content itNcIf with the 
niiHii-intf Cmiiitrv Iviug emit of Hint Blue range. ‘ Not much 
nlnivf n iiHllimi of unu' .my the French ; ‘and surely there is 

' O/Ii.'.f "ion'; .mig.i lilt, .<*. S.iyi ■‘'.'.‘i- 

• Hu I.rllrr*. in Ciur'n /'rM,i«, ii. 407 {'.ScpteBibM J7S< )> cl®' 


room enough East of the Alleghanies ? We, with our couple 
of Colonies, are the real America ; — counting, it is true, few 
settlers as yet ; but there shall be iiyiumerable ; and, in the 
mean while, there are Army-Detachments, Blockhouses, fortified 
Posts, command of the Rivers, of the Indian Nations, of the 
water-highways and military keys (to you unintelligible) ; and 
we will make it good ! ’ 

The exact cipher of the French (guessed to be 50,000), 
and their precise relative-value as tillers and subduers of the 
soil, in these Two Colonies of theirs, as against the English 
Thirteen, would be interesting to know ; curious also their 
little bill, of trouble taken in creating the Continent of 
America, in discovering it, visiting, surveying, planting, 
taming, making habitable for man ; — and what Rhadaman- 
thus would have said of those Two Documents ! Enough, 
the Fi'ench have taken some trouble, more or less, — especially 
in sending soldiers out, of late. The French, to certain 
thousands, languidly tilling, hunting and adventuring, and 
very skilful in wheedling the Indian Nations, are actually 
there ; and they, in the silence of Rhadamanthus, decide that 
merit shall not miss its wages for want of asking. ‘ Ours is 
America West of the Alleghanies,’ say the French, openly 
before long. 

‘ Yours ? Yours, of all peoples P ’ answer the English ; and 
begin, with lethargic effort, to awake a little to that stupid 
Foreign Question ; important, though stupid and foreign, or 
lying far off. Who really owned all America, probably few 
Englishmen had ever asked themselves, in their dreamie.st 
humours, nor could they now answer ; but, that North 
America does not belong to the Fi-ench, can be doubtful to 
no English creature. Pitt, Chatham as we now call him, is 
perhaps the Englishman to whom, of all others, it is least 
doubtful. Pitt is in Office at last, — in some subaltern 
capacity, ‘ Paymaster of the Forces ’ for some years past, in 
spite of Majesty’s dislike of the outspoken man ; — and has his 
eyes bent on America ; — which is perhaps (little as you 
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KtrKHiy BUrvoyilitr, giriiH imiixcu up mr hip ri'ircni ; iickitihih iuii({i'liuy 
homewnnlK tijinin, Kri'iu’li miil tiiitlttiiH rntlicr hin n'nr Kii- 

Irom-liOB liiniHL'ir, Int July, nt wlml hu f«lK ’ luirt Ninuxitiily/ «omo way 
down ; and Iho hi'roiiil day aflor, dd July la nttarked In vigorouH 

inilitiuy nuninor. Di'IVnita hiinai'ir, whnl lia cun, lliiim^fh nino liourH of 
lu'iivy rain ; liua Inal lldrty, ihi' I'n'iudi only llireo ; and ia (ddlf{cd to 
caiiilnlato : ‘ Frcti M'illidiiituil ‘ thn toniiw ffi'*'"- 'I'!"'** i*< tiui laat 1 
hoard of Uio Ohio ('«m|iaiiy ; not Ihn laal of \\’aahington, hy any intmini, 
Ohio (•'oin|iany, itn judicioiiM NokI I'lof n(|iti<l('hi'd in lliia iimnm'r,nay, 
lun'omo a fiery Coi'kiilrico or ' t-'ort Ihii/iirinf ' need mil he menlioncd 
further. 

liy tliia Hint', anrely liinh lime now, aerlotia lollllary [ireiunatlouH were 
on foot; ('apecially in Iho varioiiH ('o|oitii<a mn-.l e\|iitaed. lint, aa umial, 
it in 11 lliinjf of nniHl admired dixorder ; even' ilo' ernor Ida own iviiiff or 
Vie.i)'Kinn;, lioraea are pultiiiH' dilfereiil wnya : anmll liojm lliere, uiiIohh 
llio Iloniu Oovernmenl (mIicio loo I Imvo known llio linrae-a a Utile diM- 
oropant, uiiNkllfnl in iiarnexa i) will aerioiialy lake it in liniid. 'I'lio noinn 
(ioverinnenl ia taking it in iintul ; Inirxea w illhia', if n tlion)(ht nnitkill'ul, 
Iloyal niylniexH of l 'umlierlaml Iiuh Holected Oeiieral llraddock, and 'I’wo 
Ue^!inlent•i of Llio I.ino (tin' two tlml ran away nt J're>iion|ian», tihtil 
iiinni), iloyal IIiKlnie»a conHolIx, concocla, indoMtrlonMly |ire)mreii, rom* 
|)let('H 1 modexlly certain llial liero nowr ia tlie elli ctoal remedy. 

Aliout Nowyeur'a tiny J7ii'i, Uradilock, wrilli lii« 'i'wo IteKimenU and 
eoni|doled a|i|iaralUH, K<'l 1“ Arrived, 'jntii I'clnimry, nt W'illiam- 

lmr(( in Virginia ('al llam|ulen, near lliere,' If nnytuidy la particular); 
found now that thin waa not the place to nrri'e al ; thal he would hmo 
Hix weol'H of inarching, hy not hnriiix landed in I’eniiByh anin inalend. 
Kouml that Ida Jilorea hail heen inixpackril al fork, tlml ihia had 
happomul, and alao that ; and, In nhori, tlml t hnim had Imeti very rou- 
Mlderahly provaleiit in tida Adventure of Ida; ami did atilt, in all tlinl 
now lay round it, muelt jirevail. I’nor man : lery liraie, they any ; hut 
wilhuul know'lcdKe, except of lielit drill ; a heart of iron, hut hrain 
nniHlly of piiierlny i|unlity. A man aevere nml rinoroua In reftiiaental 
|)idnlH ; e.onleiiipluoua of the ('olindat Mdiliic, that (tathered to help 
1dm 1 lhrlee-canlem;ituonH of the Indiana, who were a vital point in 
llie I'hiterpriMe ahead. fhnoM in very alrmi«, especially If within 
oni'Hi'lf an well ! Ihior llraddoek took thn folmdal ,^lilitia llegilmuiU, 
fololud WaahiuKlmi na Aide • ile- fmiip ; look the indiuiia and Ap- 
pondapi'H, foltmial f hnim much preaidinic : and after iidinito ilelnya and 
lionfuhed liaftKliuKKi K''^ uiareli ; tJJKHl regular, and of all Rorl*i nay 
4,0(11) Hlrimn. 

Uot on marcli ; aprawled and ImuKled up the AlleghaniM, auch a 



bucIi h «»n:iui-s.<.rviri«, hi* wm neldoni Hoen before. Poor 
lieiior«l Bt.a A* my, lie wm libs l.. bo sUrml outritfht, et one time • 
liKil m.tfl rorUm .\{r. Krsuklm rume to him. will, clinritablo oxou with 
INI, '. worth jirovi.imis live «iii| tleml, «i,bsrril,eii for ut Philnileiphia,— 
.Mr. »imp rph'brftteil over nil the world; who did 

not mmh mlmiro thi. in.tt tomimred t.Vnernl with the iiipocl’ay briun.* 
'lhereo(ioti. however, Uraddoik took the nmd i^^iiin • Hprawlcd and 
iU#Kerrd, at the luuK l».»l, to the top; » »t tlie top of the Allcghnnies, 
l.Mh Jtiiie;' «ud f.itward down upon Furt ‘ roiulH iieiirly 

|Ktr|ieii>lit o!ar in some pla. ra,' at the rale of ' four miloH* ami even of 
'one mile per 'la}.‘ .Mmh wood nil uliout, - and tlio •100 ImliauH to 
rear, In » de»pi®e.l and dio«‘i»led roiiditloi), iiiNtead of holiij^ vauward 
keepsoo' their brljiliteol outlook 

July lull, Ufftddtu-k iroawd the .Moimin;alu'lii without hindninco. 
July lull, W«a will. to leu mtlei of Fort Fiitiiwtiie ; ploddliif^ along-; 
omiiliiiiif throujih o wood, when, .AmluiNi-ada of bVench ami llullanH 
loirvt out on him, 1 leueh with ilefeii.-ei in front ami htore of Hiiuattod 
tndoiua on «uo h (Inok, who at mu'e lilew him to deKtrurtion, him and 
hU KoterpfisP l«‘th Hie lorn behaved very ill ; Hi'iiHihle porhapa that 
they were ‘tot ted very well, U e.lnewluy till, July 17Cfi, ahout throe 
ill the aneiuooo ttie iv«o regimenu gave one volley and no more; 
utterly tenor eitoik hj the novelty, hy the mlKguiilance, an at Pre»ton- 
|Mviie l«-fore , eloil. It waa whispeied, neveral of thoir ou'll OillaorH, wlio 
were (iiriously rellytng them with vrord ami aword ; of the wixty OlIiourK, 
only h*e were not kille<l or wouiobul. Mravo imin clad in Holdier’a 
uniiorm, votno® ot military < ham, and mirar.ulouH NoHoienoe, in tliom- 
.►elvee anil in tiers i nti there lie a more diulroHKing Hpootindo ? 
tmagiiiary workes» are alt itagiial. In thiM world ; and ooine to a had 
end, eiHiiier or later, they ur their rejileventalivea hero : hut the 
Imagmary Holdlef he fa )«tld Ida wagrat (Im and luH jioor Nation are) 
of, llie very iwfl ' 

Mraddotk, reluanig In fall (■aek a« advlaeil, had five liorHOK Hhot umlor 
lorn , *»aa hnoaelr ahoi, in the arm, in Itin tireaat ; wan onrriod off the 
field tn a dealt, ainpof, forward ail that night, next day and noxt 
(to Fort ( ‘umlwrUnd, aeveiity milea to rear) ; ami on the fourth day 
dt»il. The t oliuiial Militiaa had aiiiiwl thuir ground, (.'olotiol WaHhingtou 
now of *oMiB use rtgatli , who were ranked noil to rearward; and able 
!o rei efve the aiiibuwarle M all open ffghl, Mtood Htrlving, for about 
three houfa. And wnulr! hate saved the rolri'al ; had tlniro boon a 
retreat, instead of a panir rout, tu aavo, 'I’lte poor (lOrieral,— ebbing 
hoiiiBwardo, ho amt his Knlerprise, hour after liour,-~roUBcd liimHolf 
twirponly , for a iimment, front his death- ntupor ! once, the firnt night, 

• kis Aiw.': i .-tfiifuti'm:, XXV. 378. 
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to ejaculate mournfully, ‘ Who would have thought it ! ’ And again 
once, he was heard to say, days after, in a tone of hope, 'Another time 
we will do better ! ’ which were his last words,’ ‘ death following in a few 
minutes.’ Weary, heavy-laden soul; deep Sleep now descending on it, 
— soft sweet cataracts of Sleep and Rest; suggesting hope, and triumph 
over sorrow, after all : — ' Another time we will do better ; ’ and in few 
minutes was dead 1 * 

The Colonial Populations, who had been thinking of 
Triumphal Arches for Bradclock’s return, are struck to the 
nadir by this news. French and Indians break over the 
Mountains, harrying, burning, scalping ; the Back Settlers 
fly inward, with horror and despair : ‘ And the Home Govern- 
ment, too, can prove a broken reed What is to become 
of us ; whose is America to be ? ’ — And in fact, under such 
guidance from Home Governments and Colonial, there is no 
saying how the matter might have gone. To men of good 
judgment, and watching on the spot, it was, for years coming, 
an ominous dubiety, — the chances rather for the French, 
‘ who understand war, and are all under one head.’ ^ But 
there happens to be in England a Mr. Pitt, with royal eyes 
more and more indignantly set on this Business ; and in the 
womb of Time there lie combinations and conjunctures. If 
the Heavens have so decreed ! — 

The English had, before this, despatched their Admiral 
Boscawen, to watch certain War-ships, which they had heard 
the French were fitting-out for America ; and to intercept 
the same, by capture if not otherwise. Boscawen is on the 
outlook, accordingly ; descries a French fleet. Coast of New- 
foundland, first days of June ; loses it again in the fogs of 

^ Manuscript Journal of Central BraddocHs Expedition in 1755 (British 
Museum: King’s Library, 271 t. King’s MSS. 212): raw-material, this, of the 
Official Account Gazelle, August 26th, 1755), where it is faithfully 

enough abridged. 'Will perhaps be printed by some inquiring Pittsburgher, one 
day, after good study on the ground itself? It was not till 1758 that the bones 
of the slain were got buried, and the infant Pittsburg (now so busy and smoky) 


tilt' (.iiltMmiui; imt Ini-t, .hme 9th (a month before that 
of lhatlilofk), roim- up witli 'IVo Krigatea of it, ami, after 
dliort ImmtlMtliiig, mtult' jiri/fH of ihi.iii. Am! now, on this 
liimhItK'k tntli'M Wfiil. ‘To .seize and detain all 

iMt’iH-h ShijiH wlml-siH'Nt-r, till walisfaetion were had.’ And 
Itcfdtr the end of tliis Year, nlnntt ‘HOC I'Veueh ships (value* 
miv, 700,000/,’) hi'iml amnflin/^ly, where .seizable on 
(heir watery ways. Which the hVencli (‘our own amduct in 
America heing w umiciiiuhly proper') charaeteri.sed as utter 
piracy and rohUery ; luul getting no redre.ss upon it, by 
(lemainl in I hat style, had |o take jt, ns no better than 
nieauing Open War Declared.’ 


C II A I* 'f HR XV 

ANTMMU'ssiaK WaH-.HYMI' TOMH : lOllKDlUCH VISIBLE 
V(1R A MOMENT 

'riti' Uumiug of Akitliui, and tho.se foolish Maupertuis- 
Vollaire Diielling't (by -syringe ami pistol) iiad by no means 
been Idiedrich’s one concern, at the time Voltaire went off. 
i’reciiely in those Mime uionlhs, (’arnivul 17fi5J-1768, King 
h’riedrich had, in a profoundly private manner, come upon 
certain extensile Anti I’nissian Syniptonm, Austrian, Russian, 
.Suxon, of a most dangenni.s, alxsl rn.se, but at length indubit- 
able sort; and is, cier since, jirosecuting his invc.stigation of 
them, as a thing of life and death to him ! Symptoms that 
there may well lie a 'J'liird Silcaian War ripening forward, 
iiK'vitalile, and of weightier ami liereer (juality than ever. 
So the Syinjilonm indieaUi to Friedrich, with a fatally in- 
creasing clearness. And, of late, he has to reflect withal ; 

' t'rtiis, I)nrmt«-( I 7 SS. Mi'iiller Kinlilld's Kemonslrance, willi menace 
' 1756, .Scerelnry Fox’s reply, ‘ mil then, 

Nit!' fine kIIiimI ' l>ctlrttiOiiiii of War ’ followed ! on the Fnglish part, ‘17th 
May 1756' ; 'nili Iniir,’ on die French iiart. 
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‘ If these French-English troubles bring War, our Symptoms 
will be ripe ! ’ As, in fact, they proved to be. 

King Friedrich's investigations and decisions on this matter 
will be touched upon, farther on ; hut readers can take, in 
the mean time, the following small Documentary Piece as 
Note of Preparation. The Facts shadowed forth are of these 
Years now current (1'75S-1'75B), though this judicial De- 
jjosition to the Facts is of ulterior date (1757). 

Jn the course of 1760, as will well appeal- thvthci- on, it became 
manifest to the Saxon Court and to all the world that aomebody had 
been playing traitor in the Dresden Archives. Somebody, especially 
in the Foreign De])artmont j coi)yiug furtively, and imparting to Prussia, 
Despatches of the most secret, tliricc-secret and thrice-daiigeroiis nature, 
whicli lio roposited there ! Who can have done it? Guesses, reseHrche.s, 
were many ; at length suspicion fell on oneMenzel, a Kanae.llist (Govern- 
ment Clerk), of good social repute, and superior ollicial ability ; who 
is not himself in the Foreign Department at all ; but whose way of 
living, or the like sign, had perhaps seemed questionable. In 1767, 
Menzel, and the Saxon Court and its businesses, wore all at VFarsaw ; 
Menzel dreaming of no disturbance, but prosecuting liis affairs as formerly, 
when, one day, September 24tli (the slot-lio\inds, long scenting and 
tracking, being now at tlie mark), Menzel and an ds.sociato of his were 
suddenly arrested. Confronted with their crimes, witli tlio proofs in 
readiness ; and next day, — made a clear Confession, lindiiig the matter 
desperate otherwise. Copy of which, in Notarial form, exact and iiulis- 
putablo, the reader siiall now see. As this story, of Friodrich and the 
Sa.von Archives, was vary famous in the world, and mythic circum- 
stances are prevalent, let us glance into it with our own eyes, since 
there is opportunity in brief compass. 


‘ Extmctiis ProtocolJorum in Inqumtionfi-Sachen^ — that i.s to 
say, Extract of Protocols in Inquest ‘ contra Fiuicuiiunr 
Wilhelm Mhnzicl aud Johann Benjamin Eiti'Oii'rii 

‘ At Warsaio, 25th September 1767 : This day, in tlio King’s Name, in 
presence of Legationsrath von Saul, Ilofrath Ferbors and Kriogsratli von 
Gotzo the Undersigned : E.xaminatioii of the Kabiiiots-Kanzellist Menzel, 
arrested yesterday, and now brought from his place of arrest to the 
Royal Palace ; — who, admonitus de dicenda veritaCe, made answers, to i.lie 
effect following ; 






•in-. i« l'ri...l,i.l, U-ilhoIm MeiiwI ; ngo tlni-ly-oi,^lib : is a son 
of tlio hito Itoliuth iu,.l I’livy-rororoudary Monzol, wlio foi-niorly was in 
Iho KImk-h NonU-o. aii.l dicl u low years Imck, Has been seventeen 
yours Kiiu/ollixl nt the f.V/iriwe i'uhinfitmtnxld (Secret Archive)- had 
Inkoii tlio iiiitli » Ill'll lit* oiitorod (111 his office. 


' ArKuowlo.lnos Honui .Slips of Pniier {ZHtd), now shown to him, to be 
bis ImndvvritinK : they oimlaiiiod nows inlendod to be cominuiiicated to 
lb« I'riisslaii Soi-rolary llonoit, now roBidliig Imre,’ at 7)resden formerly 
' (•»iin".si's Hint Itn liiis employed, liero as well as previously in Dresden 
bis Hrotlier ill law, llio Joiiraeynmn goldsinith Hrfiirth (who was like- 
wise tirii".|.'cl yesterday), to convoy to tlio I’nissian Secretaries, Pless- 
niaun and lleiiolt, suoU jilecoH and dosiiiitdics from tlio Secret Cabinet, 
I'sliei'inlly the hnreign dopnrtmont, ns ho, Monsol, wanted to communi- 
I'lile to said IViissiaii Hocrotarios. 


■ ( (infessps liaving receivnii, hy dogrooH, hIiico the year 17C2, from the 
I’riiMsliin Minister (h'/ico;/.') von ^^ahl•/.nUn, and tlio Secretaries riossmnun 
ami llemiil, for such cummunicalimiH, the Biini of 3000 tlmlors (450/.) 
ill all. 


' U'ns led Into tliuso troaNonalilo pracUcos by the following cironm- 
slntivo: He owed at Unit time 100 tlialers on a Promissory Note, to a 
rerlain Ulu'iiil-<, wlio then lived (Jikll moli avf) at Dresden, and who 
pressed liiiii much for puymunt, Ah ho pleaded inability to pay, Illienitz 
iiiiiled tliiiL lie could jiiit him into the way of getting money ; and 
accordingly, at lant, look him to the then Priissiaii Secretary Hecht, 
lit Dresden; liy wliom he wuh at once carried to the Prussian Minister 
von Malil'/Jilni ; wlio gavo him 100 thalers (10/.), with tlie rcipiest to 
cimimunlcale to him, now and Hum, nows from tlie Archive of tlie 


Ciildiiut. Kor a leiiglli of lliiui Prisoner could not accomplish this ; as 
tim said Voii .Miilil/.aliii wanted Pieces from the Poroign Office, and 
rspcciiilly file ( 'orrespoudouco with the two Imperial Courts of Austria 
mill lluHhiii. 'I'lieiiu )iiipers were locked in jirossos, wliicli Prisoner could 


not get. at ; iiiiirciivor, tlie ( murk had, in tho mean timo, gone to Warsaw, 
Prisoner reiiiaiiihig at Drusilcu. In that way, many months passed 
willomt bis lining able to communiento any thing,' till, at last, about 
Dccemlii'i- IT'i-i Hm Hecreliiry PlcHsmium gavo him a whole bunch of 
keys, whicli were said to be sent hy Privy-counsellor Eichol of Potsdam’ 
(wiiom wo know), ‘ to try wliothor any of tlicin would unlock tho presses 
of tlio Foreign Depiirlmeiit, Hut none of them would; and Prisoner 
retiirimd the keys ; ]iuiiiUng out, however, wliat alterations were 
rci[ulred to lit the keyhole. 

'Ami, alimit three wceltH after this, Plossmauu provided Prisoner 
willi anoHier sot of keys ; among which one did unlock said presses. 
With HiIk key Prisoner now ropeatodly opened tho presses, and pro- 
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vided Plessmann, whenever required, — oftencst, with Petersburg 
Despatches. Had also, three years ago (1764), here in Warsaw, com- 
municated Vienna Despatches, three or four times, to Benoit ; especially 
on Sundays and Thursdays, which were slack days, nobody in the Office 
about noon, 

‘The actual first of these Communications did not take place till after 
Easter-Fair, 1763 ; Prisoner not having, till said Fair, received the 
second bunch of keys from Plessmann. Now and then he had to com- 
municate French Despatches. Wlienever he gave original Despatches, 
he received them back shortly after, and replaced them in the presses. 
During this present stay of the Court at Warsaw, has communicated 
little to Benoit except from the Circulars’ (Legation News-Letters), ‘when 
he found anything noteworthy in them ; also, now and then, the 
Ponikau Despatches’ (Ponikau being at the Reich’s Diet, in circum- 
stances interesting to us). ‘ Has received, one time and another, several 
100 thalers from Benoit, since the Court came hither last’ — (And so 
exit Menzel.) 

' Hereupon the Second Prisoner was brought in ; — who deposed as 
follows : 

‘ He is named Johann Benjamin Erfurth ; a goldsmith by trade ; ago 
thirty-two ; the Prisoner Menzel’s Brother-in-law. 

‘ Confesses tliat Menzel had made use of him, at Dresden, during one 
year, to deliver, several times, sealed papers to the Prussian Secretary 
Plessmann, or rather mostly to Plessmann’s servant. Also that, here in 
Warsaw, he lias had to carry Despatches to Benoit, and to deliver them 
into his own hands. Latterly ho has delivered the Despatches to certain 
Prussian peasants, who stopped at Benoit’s, and who always relieved each 
other ; and every time, the one who went away directed Prisoner, in turn, 
to him that arrived. 

‘He received from Meiizel, yesterday towards noon, a small sealed 
packet, which he was to convey to the Prussian peasant who had made 
an appointment with him at the Prussian Office {Sof) here. But as he 
was going to take it, and had just got outside of the Palace Court, a 
corporal took hold of him and arrested him. Confesses having concealed 
the parcel in his trousors-pocket, and to have denied that he had any- 
thing upon him.’ * * ‘ Actum ut supra ’ 

Signed ‘ Gotzb ’ (with titles). 

‘ Next day, September 20th, Meiizel reexamined ; answers in effect 
following : 

‘ Plessmann never himself came into the Archive Office at Dresden ; 
except the one time’ (a time that will be notable to us !) ‘when the 
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wmi) Uipra U) U»ko uwny U,o Pfipova by force j then Pleseman,) 
wtiH with tbciii,'' anil He will remember the civeximstauce 

' Itefore leavlnK IVcmUmi for l‘okn<], l„»t Year (17fi(i), lie, Mouzel, had 
roUmu'il thcKiiid key to I'loHimmnii ; who gave him otbovB for use here 
After )u« arrival here, iie rctitri.eil ll.oHo keys to iJoiioit, in the presence 
of Kif.utli i aayluK, they Here of no uho lo him, mid that ho could not 
ftel at the DeHpateliea hero, Prlaonor fiirtlier doolnres, that it was the 
MiniKter von Maliiwhn who, of his own accord, and iiuito at the begin- 
niiig, made tlia proiatMi.l coiiconiiuK the keys; and when I'lesamanu 
l.rmtKhl tlie keys, lie said exproMaly they wore for tlio Minister, along 
willi lil'ty thalora, which ho, Mmuol, received at the same time. Actum 
ut Jdi/ini,’ Higiied aa lioforo,* 

Wo oimlii «*'■<• of tho stolen Pieces, too ; but they 

tire of tilistniso lonor, nitd would he mere enigmas to readers 
liere. l-'.iioiiglt llial I'riedrioh understands them. To 
Inifih-irh’s iiiloii.tii and long-continued scrutiny, they indicate, 
what is next lo incrcdihlc, but i.s at length fatally undeniable, 
'rimt the old Trcati/, which we called of Warsaw, ‘Treaty 
for Parlitiuiiiiig 1‘ntNsia,' is .still (in spite of all subsequent 
nud Huiioriiunuuhont 'i’rcaties to the contrary) vigorously 
alive uiuiorgrouud ; that Saxon llriihl and her Hungarian 
Majesty, to whom i.s now added Cznrish Majesty, are fixed as 
ever oil cutting-down Uiia iilllictive, too aspiring King of 
PniMiia to the size of a IJrandenhurg Elector; busy (in these 
Men/el Dociuneiil.s) considering how it may he done, especially 
how the Imar-skin iimy he shared; — and that, in short, there 
lies ahead, inevitable seunungly, and not far off, a Third 
Sile.sian War, 

Which jnmcLimlly came true. The 'J'hh-d Silesian War , — 
since called Serrn-J'i'ars War, that proving to he the length 
of it,™ i.s now near, breaks out, has to break out, August 
17fi0. 'I'he heaviest and direst Struggle Eriedrich ever had ; 
(lie gi'calcsL of all his Prowc.sse.s, Achievements and Endur- 
ances in this world. Ami, on the whole, the last that was 
very great, or that is likely to be memorable with Posterity. 

' UMfualtuhUhh, V. 677(m Ikylagt or Appendix to the Kur-Sachsen ‘ Pro- 
SiOw,/.,... I,. , 1 ... Di/-, ' • lit iktc. Reo'ensburir. list Tanuary 1758 ). 
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Upon which, accordingly, we must try our utmost to leave 
some not untrue notion in this place : and that once done — 
Courage, reader ! 


Friedrich is insible, in Holland^ to the naked Eye, for some 
Minutes (June 23d, 1756) 

In 1756 it was that Voltaire wrote, not the first Letter, 
but the first very notable one, to liis Royal Friend, after their 
great quarrel : ^ seductively repentant, and oh, so true, so 
tender ; — Royal Friend still obstinate, who answers nothing, 
or answers only through De Pi'ades : ‘ Yes, yes, we are 
aware!’ And it was in the same Year that Friedrich first 
saw D’Alembert, — Voltaire’s successor, in a sense. And 
farther on (1st November 1765), that the Earthquake of 
Lisbon went, horribly crashing, through the thoughts of all 
mortals, — thoughts of King Friedrich, among others ; whose 
reflections on it, I apprehend, are stingy, snarlingly con- 
temptuous, rather than valiant and pious, and need not detain 
us here. One thing only we ivill mention, for an accidental 
reason ; That Friedrich, this Year, made a short run to 
Holland, — and that actual momentary sight of him happens 
thereby to be still possible. 

In Summer 1766, after tlio West-Country Reviews, and a short Journey 
into Ost-Friesland, whence to Wesel on the Rhine, — whither Friedricli 
had invited D’Alembert to meet him, whom he finds ‘ un trh-aimable 
gargon,’ likely for the task in hand, — Friedrich decided on a run into 
Holland : strictly incognito, accompanied only by Balbi (Engineer, a 
Genoese) and one page. Bade his D’Alembert adieu; and left Wesel 
thitherward June 19th.* At Amsterdam he viewed the Bramkamp 
Picture-Gallery, the illustrious Countryhouse of Jew Pinto at Tulpenburg 
(Tulip-Borough!) ‘ I saw nothing but whim-whams (colijichets),’ 
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•says ho; ‘ I pnvo myself out for a Musician of the King of Poland •' 
wore a black \i'ig moreover, ' and was nowhere known ' : ‘—and, for finis 
got into the (sommon Passage-Boat (Trelcschuit, no. doubt) for Utrecht' 
that he might see the other fine Countryhouses along the Vechte. Fine 
enough Countryhouses,— not mud and sedges the main thing, as idle 
readers think. To Arnhoim up the Vechte in this manner; Wesel and 
Ins own Country just at hand again. 

Now it happened that a young Swiss,— poor enough in purse, but not 
witliout talent and eyesight, assistant Teacher in some Boarding-school 
thereabouts; name of him De Catt, age twenty-seven, ‘ horn at Morges 
near Geneva, 1728, — had got holiday, or had got errand, poor good soul ; 
had decided, on this same day (23d June 1765), to go to Utrecht, and so 
stopt into the very boat where Friedrich was. He himself (in a Letter 
written long after to Editor Laveaux) shall tell us the rest: 

' As I couldn’t get into the iEo^ (cabin) because it was all engaged, I 
stayed witli the other passengers in the Steerage {dans la barque meme), 
and the weather being fine, came up on deck. After some time, there 
stept out of the Cabin a mau in cinnamon-coloured coat irith gold button- 
holtis ; in black wig ; face and coat considerably dusted with Spanish 
Huuff. He looked fixedly at me, for a while ; and then said, without 
farther preface, '' Who are you. Monsieur ? " "rhis cavalier tone from an 
unknown person, whose exterior indicated nothing very important, did 
not please me; and I declined satisfying his curiosity. He was silent But, 
some time after, he took a more courteous tone, and said : “ Come in 
hero to me, Monsieur ! You will be better here than in the Steerage, 
amid tho tobacco-smoke." This polite address put an end to all anger ; 
and as tho singular maimer of the man excited my curiosity, I took 
advantage of his invitation. We sat down, and began to speak eonfi- 
dontially with one another. 

^ " Do you see the mau in tlie garden yonder, sitting smoking his 
pipe.'"’’ said he to me: ‘'That man, you may depend upon it, is not 
happy.” — “I know not,” answered I : “but it seems to me, until one 
knows a man, and is completely acquainted with his situation and his 
way of thought, one cannot possibly determine whether he is happy or 
unhappy.” 

‘My gentleman admitted this’ (very good-natured!); ‘and led the 
conversation on the Dutch Government. He criticised it, probabh to 
bring me to speak. I did speak ; and gave him frankly to know that he 
was not perfectly instructed in the thing he was criticising. “You are 
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right,” atigwoi'cd lio; “o>io can only crltloiso what 0110 ia thoroughly 
acquainted with." — Ho now began to apeak of Religion ; and with 
eloquent tongue to recount what miaohiof Scholaatie Pliiloaophy had 
brought upon the world ; thou tried to prove “'That (Iroation was 
impoasiblo.” At this last point I stood out in opposition. “But how 
can one create Something out of Nothing?” said he. “That is not the 
quostlon,” answered I ; “ tlio question is, Wlicthor such a Being as God 
can or cannot give exiatonco to what Ima yet nono.” He aoeinod 
embarrassed, and added, “But the Universe Is otoriial .” — “ You are in a 
circle," said I ; “ how will you got out of it ? ” — “ I skip over it,” said ho, 
laughing ; and then began to apeak of other things. 

‘“VVliat form of Govornmont do you reckon the hest?" Inquired ho, 
among other things. “Tho monarchic, if the King Is just and 
enlightened. ” — “’Very well," answered ho; “liut whore will you find 
Kings of that sort?" And thoroupon wont into such a sally u))on 
Kings, as could not la the least load mo to tho suppositiou that ho was 
one. In tho end ho expressed pity for them, that they could not know 
Iho sweets of frloudshlp ; and oiled on tho occasion those versos (his own, 
I suppose) ! 

“ AmiM, ji/aisiV dru iimmlcs ; 

Amilii, que lc$ lioln, cts ilhintret ia;/rn<i, 

San( a4Kz vialhaireiix <le iic mninatt re pue I " 

“I have not tho honour to bo acquainted with Kiiigs," said I; “hut to 
judge by what one has road in History of sovoral of them, 1 should 
bcllovc, Monsieur, that you, on tho whole, aro right." — "Ah, oui, aui, I 
am right ; I know tho gontlomon ! " 

‘Wo now got to spook of Literature. Tho stranger expressed himself 
with onthusiastlc admiration of Racine. A dr(dl incident happened 
during our dialogue. My gentleman wanted to let-down a little sash- 
window, and couldn’t manage it. “Yon don't understand that," said 1 ; 
“let mo do that.” I tried to got it down ; but Huceoodod no hotter than 
ho. “Monsieur," said ho, “allow mo to remark, on my side, that you, 
upon my honour, understand as little of it as I !” — “That is true ; and 
I beg your pardon ; I was too rash in accusing you of want of oxpnrtnoss.” 
— “Wore you over in Germany?" ho now aHkcd me, “No; hut I 
should Hko to make that journey : I am very curious to see tho Prussian 
States, and their King, of whom one hoars so much." And now I began 
to launch-out on Friedrich's actions; but ho interrupted mo rapidly 
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tlmii (iooil. I miimtmiu'd Urn routriiry; nud IhiH dispute brought us to 
the end of imr voyugo. 

'Oil i|uUtiiiK me, lie hiiiil, " I luiiu>. Monsieur, you will leave mo your 
imme ; 1 am very gltul t« have made your ae.tiuaintaneo ; jiorliaps wo shall 
see one another again," I reiiHed, an was litting, to the compliment; 
and begged him to exeuse me fur contradicting him a liltlo. “Ascribe 
tills, " I I’oneliided, “ In llui iU~hnnioiir wliiidi varioiiH little journeys I 
had to make in these daya have given lue." I then told him my name, 
and wo partvd.'' I’arled to meet again; and live togotlior for about 
twenty years. 

Of lliin hnnesi: Ileiivi ile Call:, whom I, ho King liked on this 
Interview, nnd .Meiil Ibi’ Koon after, anil at length got as 
‘ /.trimr tin /foi,' we shall hear again.* He did, from 1767 
onwards, what Ile I’rade.s now doe.s with more of noise, the 
old D’Argot fmietions; faithfully and well, for above twenty 
years; left, a Note-llook (not very lloswellian) about the 
King, whieh is latterly in the Royal Archives at Berlin ; and 
whieh might without harm, or even with advantage, be 
printed, Inil ha.s nevia' yet been. A very harmless De Catt. 
And we are. surely obliged to him for this view of the 
'rrnvelling (ientlenian ‘ with the cinnamon-coloured coat, 
.Nuud'y nose, and hlaek wig,’ and his manner of talking on light 
external subjects, while the inner man of him has weights 
enougli pre.ssing on it. Age .still under (Ive-and-forty, but 
looks oil! fur Ids years. 

‘■lime ,'tlhl, 1766 ' : it is in the very days while poor Brad- 
dock is slaggei-ing down the Allcghanio.s ; Braddock fairly 
over the top; -and the, l'’ate.s waiting him, at a Fortnight’s 
(li.stanee, h’lir away, on the other side of the World. But it 
is notable, etiiuigh how Pitt is watching the thing; and will 
at. length get hiuul laid on it, and get the kingship over it for 

> I,uvr:mx, Uiuoirt tie FrMMc (ail edition, Strnsbourg, 1789, and blown now 
into six voll, instead uf fmir ; dead all, except this fraction), vi. 365. Seyfarth, 
ii. 3 ),), i» riplil i ih. 170, wrong, and has led others wrong. 

» ’■ SciSenilicr 175,1;.’ ’''*'>1 I’'"' U''d t)c Catt was ill and couldn’t) ; ‘ December 
• 757’ k'd (UbdenlHiclc, i. 385). 
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above four years. Whereby the Jcnkiii.'i'.s'-Enr Qu(:,s'tk))i will 
again, this time on better terms, coalesce with the Sikxinn, or 
Parlition-qf-Prmsia Question ; and both those long Contro- 
versies get ile/initely closed, as the J'iternal IJccrees had seen 
good. 
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